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Earlieft Accounts to the Prefent Time. 


CHAP. LII. continued. 

The Hijiory of Rome* from the Settlement of the 
Roman Empire to t{ie Heath of Nero, the lajl 
of tile Family of the Ctefars . 

I N the comfe of this Spar, Cacfotlius Pxtus and Petronius y r . of p^ 
Turpilianus Hfeiiig confuls, the Romans fuffered a dread- » 4 , 0 . 
ful daughter in Britain. Didius had been fucceeded in A. D. 6z. 
that province by Veranius, a general of great reputation, u - c - 8, °* 
who meditated mighty projefla, which were all defeated 'ZTZ —J 
by his death. His place was filled by Suetonius Paulinus, af<nr!in 
who had acquired great fame as a military commander, in Britain. 
being the firft Roman who had palled Mount Atlas in Af¬ 
rica, and penetrated to the banks of the Niger, His firft 
exploit in Britain was the conqueft of Mona, or Anglgfey, 
an ifland feparated from the country of Wales by a narrow 
channel, over which he tranfpgrted his infantry in flat-bot¬ 
tomed boats, while his cavalry pafled by fwimming. .Mont 
was the chief retreat of the Druids, who bad their colleges 
and their facred groves, and here fixed the metropolitan 
feat of their religion. Suetonius found it would be im- 
poilible to fubdue the Britons effeftually, while this order 
of men fubfifted, to influence their conduft, and infpire 
them with an enthufiaftic love of liberty and independence. 

He therefore refolved to dcftroy the feminarv at once, and 
Vot. XIII. B extirpate 
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Suetonius 1 
fuccreded 
by Turpi- 
iianus. 


The gover¬ 
nor of 
Rome mur¬ 
dered hy 
vne of his 
Jlaves, 


the Roman Hijlory'. 

the difgrace of having excluded himfelf from a (hare in fuch 
an illuftrious action. Suetonius, in order to prevent the 
Britons from reaifembling their forces, laid waite the coun¬ 
try, and a dreadful famine enfued, by which great num¬ 
bers perifhed. Neverthelefs, the wretched iflanders chofe 
rather to ilarve upon their native hills, than eat the bread 
of flavery ; and their rcdu£tion was retarded by a quarrel 
which broke out between Suetonius and the new procurator 
Julius Ciafficianus, which lait made fuch unfavourable re¬ 
ports of the general at Rome, that Nero fent over his freed- 
man, Polycletus, to take cognizance of the affair. Suetonius 
was recalled, andPetronius Turpilianus appointed propraetor 
in his room. This officer, inftead of imitating the example of 
his predeceffor, whofe feverities had rendered him odious 
to the natives, treated them with fuch mildnefs and huma¬ 
nity, that their refcntments fubfided, and the revolted dates 
returned t^ their obedience. His adminidration gave fuch 
fatisfaddion at Rome, that when he returned the fenate de¬ 
creed him triumphal honours : and his fucceffor, Trebel- 
lius Maximus, purfuing the fame plan of conduct, the Bri¬ 
tons were gradually reconciled to the cudoms and manners 
of the Romans *. 

But to return to the tranfaflions at Rome: feveral per- 
fons of great iliftiiittiun were either degraded or banidieri, 
for forging a will (A). Not lotfg after, the death^f Peda- 
nius Secundus, governor of Rome, murdered by a Have of 
his own, occafioned no fmall didurbances in the city. Ac¬ 
cording to the ancient laws of Roane, all the ilaves, who 
lived under the fame roof, were to be involved in the like 
penalty with the criminal ; but fuch was, on this occafion, 
the cUmout of the populace, zealous to fave fo many inno- 


■*010, lib. Ixii. p.706. Tacit, 
lib. xv. 

(A) Among thefe was Anto- 
nius Primus, 01 whom we Iliad 
fpeaK in the reign of Vefpajinn, 
and Afiiiius Marceilus, delcend- 
ed or"an illuilrious family, be 5 
flig the great.grandlon of the 
celebrated Alinius Pollio, and 
liimfelf without any other blc- 
milh in his conduct and man¬ 
ners, than that lie believed po¬ 
verty ro he the greatcil ot evils. 
The illuftriuuft memory of his 
anccHors, and the intreatics of 
llie emperor, procured him an 


Anna), lib. xiv. Tacit. Agric. 

exemption from the punifhment 
due to his crime. With the 
others privy to thefe detcllable 
practices, was condemned, and 
interdidltd Italy, one Valerius 
Ponticus, a pleader or advocate, 
for endeavouring to fave the 
criminals by the quibbles of the 
law; and it was decreed, that 
whoever fhnuld take a fee for 
fuch vile employment, lhauld 
fuller the fame punilhment as 
one publicly condemned for ca¬ 
lumny. 


cent 
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cent lives, that it proceeded even to feditinu. The fenate 
too was rent into parties, fome rejefting with great warmth 
fuch exceffive rigour, while others voted againft any inno^ 
vation. After a long and warm debate, it was carried, that 
without compaflion for the number*of flaves, for the age of 
fome, for the fex of others, for the undoubted innocence 
of mod, they ihould be all condemned to death, and exe¬ 
cuted. As they were no fewer than four hundred^ the po¬ 
pulace tumultuoufly aifembled, to prevent the execution of 
fo many innocent perfons : but Nero reprimanded them by 
an edi£t, and, with lines of foldiers, fecured the wayj 
through which they were led to the place of execution. 
Cingonius Varro moved, that the freedmen alfo, who re- 
fided under the fame roof, ihould be for ever expelled Italy; 
but Nero oppofed that motion, urging, that fmee the rigour 
of the ancient cuftom had not been foftened by mercy, it 
ought not to be heightened by cruelty b . 

In the following year P. Marius and L. Afiniuf were con- 
fuls. During the adminiftration of thefe confuls, ihe prse- 
tor Antiflius, having compofed a poem replete with contu¬ 
melious inve&ives againft the prince, and read it to a nu¬ 
merous affembly at a banquet in the houlc of Oftorius Sca¬ 
pula, was arraigned upon the law of majeftyby Coliutianus 
Capito a law which, after a long difufe, was upon this 
occafion revived. Oftorius declared before the fenate, 
when be was called upon to give his evidence, that he knew 
nothing of the imputed crime; but the contrary teftiinony 
of the other witnetTes being credited, Julius Marullus, con- 
ful ele£t, voted^ that tile accufed Ihould be divefted of his 
prsetorfhip, and put to death. Thrafea Paetus, after high 
encomiums upon Nero, and many bitter inve£Hves againft 
Antiftius, argued, thatlince, under fuch an excellent prince, 
the fenate was, in its decifions, governed by no influence 
or compulfion, and halters and executioners were longlince 
banifhed, the only punithment they could jnfliff, without 
bringing themfelves under the imputation of cruelty, and 
the times under that of infamy, was to confifeate the eftate 
of the criminal, ai^d confine him to a folitary ifland." The 
generous freedom pf Thrafea animated the other fenators, 
who came readily into his Opinion, except a fmall num¬ 
ber of abandoned flatterers, among whom was tTie infa¬ 
mous fycophant Vitellius. The confuls, however, before 
they gave the laft fanflion to the decree, thought it advis¬ 
able to acquaint the emperor with their refolution ; who, 
after having longftruggled between Ihame and refentment, 

b Tacit. Ann, lib. xiv, cap. 41—4j. 

B 3 at 
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at laft anfwered, that lince Antiftius had, without any pro-. 
Vocation, uttered fo many virulent inveftives again ft the 
prince, it was the duty of the fenate to decree a punilh- 
,ment fuitable to the cripae. However, as „he would cer¬ 
tainly have oppofed any rigorous fentence, fo he would now 
by no means defeat their mercy : they might therefore de¬ 
termine as they thought bell; and from him they had full 
liberty to'difchargc the criminal. 

From this anfwer it plainly appeared, that the emperor 
v/as piqued ; but notwithftanding his difpleafure, neither 
- Tii rale a nor the other fenato r s abandoned the meafures 
which they had approved. At the fame time Fubricius Vei- 
ento was expelled Italy, for writing a fatire againlt the fe¬ 
nate, and making traffick of the prince’s favour, by felling 
the great offices of the Hate. His writings being condemn¬ 
ed to the flames, were, as Tacitus obferves, univerfally 
fought and read, while it was difficult to find them, and 
dangerous !o keep them ; but when every one was free to 
poflefs and pcrufe them, they funk into contempt and 
oblivion c . 

The death This year died, to the unfpeakable grief of all good men, 
if Burrhui. the celebrated Burrhus, one of the chief friends and fup- 
ports of the public i but whether by poifon or difeafe is not 
certainly known : the latter was imagined, becaufe a fwei- 
ling in his throat gradually incruafed, till, by a total ftop- 
page of refpiration, he was fuflbeated. .Suetonius' and Dio 
Caffrus 1 * tell us, that Nero, haying promifed him a remedy 
againft his diftemper, fent him a vpnomous drug. It was 
a common report, that Burrhus, when the prince came to 
vifit him, turned his face another way, and, to his repeat¬ 
ed enquiries about his health, returned no other anfwer 
than this ; “ I am well.” The lofs of fo great and worthy 
a man was long regretted in Rome, as well from the me¬ 
mory of his own virtues, as from the different character of 
his joint fucceffors ; for Nero appointed two captains of the 
praetorian guards, Fenius Rufus and Sofnnius Tigellinus. 
The former was a man of great integrity, but indolent and 
The eha- an utter enemy to all bufinefs ; the other, infamous for 
roller tf Jewdnefs, cruelty, avarice, and all the moll flagrant ini- 
TigeUiuus. q{iities, l but in high favour with Nero, and by him brought 
into power from a participation of all his fecret debauches 
and revels. 

One of the champions of virtue being now removed, the 
many wicked and evil counfellors who abounded in the 

» Tacit. Aimal. lib, xiv. cap. 4S—jo. ^Soet.cap. 3J. 'Dio, 

lib. lx. p. 706. 
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emperor’s court, attacked his friend Seneca, with many Several 
criminal imputations; namely, that he had already acquired charges 
wealth above the condition of a citizen, and was iufatiably brought 
accumulating more ; that fuch was the magnificence of ht a < a "‘fi 
gardens, fuch the fplendor of his*villas, that, in thcfe 
fiances of grandeur, he excelled even the emperor; that he | 
was labouring to attach to his own perfon the veneration of 
the Roman people ; that he derided Nero’s fkilljn manag¬ 
ing horfes, turned his voice into mockery whenever he fung, 
and to himfelf alone arrogated the praife and perfeflion of 
eloquence : they added, that Nero was no longer a chilp^ 
and therefore ought now to begin to reign, to difmifs his 
pedagogue, and to be governed by more famous tutors, his 
glorious anceflors, Seneca was not ignorant of the efforts 
of his enemies; therefore, finding the emperor had with¬ 
drawn his ufual affability, and fhewed himfelf daily more 
and more referved towards him, he begged an audience. 

Having obtained this favour, he befought the# emperor to He tegs 
allow him to retire, and apply himfelf wholly to the culti- leave to 
vation of his mind, and to the ftudy of philofophy ; intreat- rehre - 
ing him, at the fame time, to accept of his immenfc wealth, 
his ftately villas and gardens, and his ample pofl'eflions, 
which were too great rewards for the fmall Service he had 
rendered him, and adminiftered frefli fuel to the raging 
envy of his enemies. 

Nercl*replied, that he Still flood in great need of the wife Nero's Je- 
rules, wholefome counfels, and ufeful precepts, with which ceu/ul 
he had aflilted his infancy and youth ; aud therefore could lP tec b ,a 
not, by any means, gPant him his requeft. “ As to your lm ‘ 
gardens, feats, and wealth (faid he), there are many favou¬ 
rites, no way equal to you in worthy accompljfhment.:, dif- 
tinguifhed with larger pofl'eflions. I blufli to quote frecri- 
men, who are efteemed more wealthy than you ; and am 
aihamed that one, who is dear to me above all others, docs 
not yet furpafs all others In fortune. If jiou forfake your 
prince, and to him furremler your wealth, the treafure re- 1 
turned will be aferibed, not to your moderation, but to my 
rapacioufnefs, anyour retreat to the dread of my cruelty 
But fuppofe this difintereftednefs of your’s, this contempt of 
riches, oe generally applauded, yet furely it will refleil^to 
honour upon a wife man to feek glory Siom a proceeding 
which mull unavoidably bring infamy upon his friend.” 

To thefe words he added kiffes and embraces, fwearing fe- 
feveral times, in the mod folemn manner, that he would 
rather periflr a thoufand times than fufferhim to be injured. 

Seneca returned him thanks for his kiudnefs and genero- 
fity; but neverthelefs altered his former conduct, received 

B 4 few 
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Ht avoids few viGts at home, avoided any train of attendance abroad, 
fht tourt, atjtd appeared feldom in public, as if he were confined to 
his houfe by ill health or the ftudy of philofophy. The re* 
Jceat of Seneca doubled J;he authority of Tjgellinus, who, 
diving artfully into the fecret fears of the prince, and finding 
that he chiefly dreaded Plautus and Sylla,,the one lately re¬ 
moved into the Eall, the other into Gaul, perfuaded him to 
put them both to death, hoping to bear a (till greater fway 
with the emperor, by thus feeming to confult his peace and 
Sr/la put to Security. Sylla was difpatched while he was at (able, without 
death. -any apprehenfion of danger, by aflafiins, who, in fix days, 
arrived exprefs at Marfeilles, to which city he had been 
confined. When his head was prefented tn Nero, its un¬ 
timely hoarinefs is faid to have moved him to unbecoming 
jells and derifion. The fentence awarded againfi Plautus 
was not fo fuccefsfully concealed : Lucius Antiftius, his 
father-in-law, receiving private notice of it, difpatched a 
freedman of Ins own, who, outfailing the fatal centurion, 
brought him from his mailer the following advice ; that he 
fhould take care to thun a cowardly death ; that he had yet 
leifure to efcape, and could not fail to find companion from 
all worthy and generous men ; that, if he had once repulfed 
the fixty foldiers (for fo many were fent to difpatch him), 
he might then, while the tidings were tranfmitting to Ne¬ 
ro, profecute many fchemes, and- lay the foundation of a 
war ; at leall, he had nothing more dreadful to fufier after 
a brave refiftance than what he mud fufFer by a cowardly 
acquiefcence. Plautus, not moved Jpy thefe confederations, 
chofe rather to die than to preferve his life by kindling a 
civil war; fo that the afiaffins, finding him quite unpre- 
PTautui pared for any refiftance, murdered him in the middle of the 
fnxzdtrtd. day before Pelago the eunuch, who was, by Nero, fet over 
the centurion and his band. Afterwards, he wrote letters 
to the fenate, in which he inveighed with great bitternefs 
againft Sylla 2nd Plautus ; but took no notice of their 
death. However, the fenate, perfeftly acquainted with 
what had happened, decreed proceflions, appointed thanks 
to be publicly returned to the gods, and degraded Sylla and 
Plautus from the dignity of | fenators. c Nero perceiving, 
frbm thn decree of the fenate, that his moll flagrant ini¬ 
quities palTcd for commendable aflions, divorced Odavia 
Nero mar- without delay, alleging that £he was barren, and married 
lie.: Pop- Poppsea ; who, to prevent his ever being reconciled to his 
t* a ‘ former wife, fuborned one of Oflavia’s domeilics to accufe 
her of a criminal amour with a Have named Eucerus, a na¬ 
tive of Alexandria, who was famous for playing upon the 
$ute- The maids of Ottavia were all examined upon thf 

r^ck 



The Roman Hi/lory. 

rack, and though fome, overcome by the exquifiie pain of 
the torture, confirmed the forgery, yet molt of them main¬ 
tained, and with great conftancy vindicated, the unfpottel 
charadter of thpir lady (B). However, (he was firft re\ 
moved from the palace, and afterwards banilhed into Cam- ' 
pania, where a gu#rd of foldiers was placed over her. 

As the populace openly complained of this cruel treat¬ 
ment, Nero, dreading the refentment of the provaked mul¬ 
titude, recalled her foon after, to the infinite fatisfa&ion of 
the Roman people, who, in tranfports of joy, crouded tg 
the temples with thankfgivings, overthrew the ftatues of 
Popptea, crowned with flowers thofe of Ottavia, and, carry¬ 
ing her images in triumph, placed them in the great fo¬ 
rum, and in the feveral temples. Poppsea, fearing Nero 
might, to gratify the populace, recall OCtavia to his bed, 
prevailed upon him, by a fpeech artfully framed to produce 
both terror and wrath, to refolve upon the ruin of the inno¬ 
cent OCtavia. As the fiftion of the unhappy ptincefs’s in¬ 
trigue with Eucerus had been defeated by the teltimony of 
her maids upon the rack, it was agreed to procure one, 
who (hould own himfelf guilty with her, and againft whom 
might be alfo feigned a plaufible charge of meditating a re¬ 
volution in the date. Anicetus, who had murdered Agrip¬ 
pina, was judged a proper man for his vile purpofe. To 
him therefore Nero addrefTed himfelf, and, partly by pro- 
mifes, p*artly by menaces, induced him to acknowlege, that 
he had maintained a criminal converfation with OCtavia. 
He had no fooner made this confeflion, than Nero iflued an 
edift, declaring that OCtavia, in hopes of engaging the 
fleet in her confpiracy, had corrupted Anicetus the ad¬ 
miral ; and, forgetting that he had, juft before, accufed 
her of barrennefs, he added, that {he had concealed her fe¬ 
rret lulls, and always defeated her pregnancy by abortion ; 
and that thefe crimes were by him fully deteCled. In con- 
fequence of this accufation, the unfortunate princefs was 
banilhed to the ifland of Fandataria, and, after a few days, 
doomed to die. Thofe who w r ere charged with the ytecu- 
tion of this cruel»and unjult fentence, having tied her 
down, opened all the vein? of her body ; but, as her blood 
was chilled through fear, anti iflued llowly, they bafteritd 
her death, by ftifling her irj the fteam of a boiling bath. 
After her dcceafe, her head was cut off by a centurion, and 

(B) WhileTigellinustvas ear- 
neftly prefling OCtavia’s maids, 
upon the rack, to deliver rhem- 
fdves from their torments, by 
ptvning their lady’s guilt, one 
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Ottawa, 
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of them, named Pythias, re¬ 
turned him this anfiver; “ Ca- 
fliora funt niulicbrij OCiavitr 
quant os tuuin,” 
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carried to Rome, that Poppxa might have the fatisfadtion 
of/feeing it, and diverting herfelf with fo tragical a fpec- 
§.*acle (C). This [year died Doryphorus, Pallas, and Ro- 
f-ianus, all three imperial frecdmcn of great power, and be¬ 
lieved to have been poiioned by Nero’s orders; Dorypho¬ 
rus, bccaufe he endeavoured to prevent {he marriage with 
Pnppsea ; Pallas, becaufe he Jived too long, and prevented 
the prince from enjoying his immenfe wealth ; and Roma- 
nus, becaufe he brought a charge of treafon againlt Seneca, 
which the accufed retorted upon him f . 

. j In the following year, when L. Virginius Rufus and C. 
Memmius Regulus were confuls, Popptea was delivered of 
a daughter; an event which filled Nero with unfpeakable 
joy: flie was honoured with the name of Augufta; and 
upon Poppasa was conferred the fame title. The fenate 
had before made public vows for her happy delivery ; and 
now many more were added, and the whole amply fulfill¬ 
ed : days fer folemn proceffions were appointed ; a temple 
was decreed to Fecundity; golden images of the Fortunes 
at Antium, where the child was born, were ordered to be 
made, and placed on the throne of Jupiter Capitolinus : 
but jfhort-Jived was the prince’s joy; for within four months 
the infant died, a difafter which gave occafion to new 
ftrains of flattery. She was placed among the gods, and 
divine worfhip, with a prieft, apars, and farrifices, were 
voted to her. As the emperor had rejoiced, fo he grieved, 
beyond all meafure, for this misfortune * (D). ^ 

f Tacit. Annal. lib. jdv. cap. 65. Dib, lib. p. 707. Suet, 
cap. 35. E Tacit. Ann. lib.xv. cap. 13. Suet. ibid. 


(C) Tacitus obferves, that 
nothing ev er filled the hearts of 
the people with more affedting 
companion, than the cruel fuf¬ 
f-rings, and untimely end, of 
this innocent princefs, inhu¬ 
manly maftacred in the twenty- 
fecontf' year of her age, under 
the imputation of a crime more 
barbarous and cruel than death 
irlelf, without having evertafted 
any ihare of happinefs and de¬ 
light. But the fenate, at this 
time under the emperors, an af- 
fembly of flavifh wretches, en¬ 
tirely devoted to corruption and 
fcrvitude, for this execution, as 
for fome notable deliverance; 


pompoufiy decreed gifts and ob¬ 
lations to the gods. Anicetus, 
as one ennvifted by his own 
confeflion, was banilhed into 
Sardinia, where he lived in 
great affluence, and died at 
length by the courfe of nature. 

(D) To allay his griefs, he 
exhibited various ftiews; among 
the reft a combat of gladiators, 
in which four hundred fenators, 
fix hundred knights, and, what 
was a fight altogether new, 
many ladies of great diftinftion, 
entered the lifts. In one of 
thefe ftiews, a knight of illuftri- 
ous quality rode full fpeed down 
a fteep defeat upon an ele¬ 
phant : 
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In the next confulfhip of Caius Lecanlus Ba/Tus and Ninjing, 
M. Licinius Craflus Frugi, Nero,,becoming every day mqre Mr 
tranfported with a paffion for fmging and playing on ttk /*&*• 
public ftage, :yid not daring to bqgin at Rome,' refolved W 
repair to Naples, to make his firft effay there, and from 
ihencc pafs over into Greece, and contend for the prize in 
mufic at the Olympic games. Accordingly, he departed 
from Piome, with his ufual attendance and equipage, that 
is, with a thoufand chariots, his horfes and mules all fliod 
with lilver, his grooms and muleteers clad in the richtjt 
cloth of Canufium, and attended by a hand of prvtoriam 
guards, and a body of African horfe, molt pompoully at¬ 
tired. Soon after his arrival at Naples, he mounted the 
flage, and fung, for feveral days together, to an immenfe 
multitude, all the mob of Naples, and incredible numbers, 
from the neighbouring cities and colonies, flocking to fucb 
an extraordinary fpedlacle. In this excrcife he pafled his 
whole time at Naples, repairing to the theatre fti the morn¬ 
ing, and continuing there till night, allowing himfelf at in¬ 
tervals a fmall refpite to take breath, and refrefh him¬ 
felf; which he did in the prefence of the multitude, telling 
them, that when he had wafhed his throat, he would en¬ 
tertain them with a finer air than any they had yet heard. 

Being much delighted with the praifes which fome Alex¬ 
andrians, lately arrived %t Naples, beflowed on his hea¬ 
venly and auguft voice, he fent for more in great hade, 
and was ever after attended by fome of them on the ftage, 
richly attired -, and eqfh diftinguifhed by a ring of great 
value on the l£ft hand. As they were for the melt part 
youths, he appointed them governors to take care of their 
education, and allowed them an annual penfion of four 
Hundred thoufand fefterces b . 

The emperor left Naples, with a defign to pafs into 
Greece, and difplay his abilities there. In his roure to the 
Adriatic, he repofed fome time at BeneveiTtum, where, by 

>| Suet. cap. zo. Tacit- Anna), iib. xv. cap- 3;. 

phant: another perfonated Tea- and permiflion granted to the 
rus; but, in attempting to fly,, aftors to rifle it. During thefe 
fell down l'o near the emperor, (hews he did nut, likemher Ai- 
that he was belprinkled with his perors, flatter money among 
blond. A comedy was alfo the populace, but tickets fur 
afted, compofed by Afranius, vaft fums, for fine houles, gar- 
and entitled Incendium, or the dens, and eftates, which he 
Burning, in which a houfe, rich- faithfully configned tu thofc 
ly luruiflied, was fet on lire, who produced the tickets. 

Vatinius, 
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Vatinius, was exhibited a pompous fhew of gladiators (E). 
During the folemnity of thefe fports, Nero gave way to 
Obliges acts of tyranny and blood. He forced Torquatus Silanus, 

!Torquatus jfie great-grandfon of Auguftus, to die for living with 
'greater fplendour and magnificence than became a private 
perfon, and therefore was fuppofed to afpire to the fovereign 
power. Torquatus opened the veins of both his arms, and 
bled to death. 

Returns Nero, for reafons that were not known, deferred his voy- 
age to Greece, and returned to Rome, with a defign to 
fig* tug* iV w himfelf to the provinces of the Eaft, efpecially to 
lo Rgjft- Egypt; which projefl he declared by a public edidf, and 
then went to offer his oblations for the fuccefs of that jour¬ 
ney to the feveral deities in the city : but as he entered 
the temple of Vcfta he was feizcd with a fudden tremor, 
which fhook him in every joint, and is afcribed by fome 
writers to the awful afpeft of the goddefs ; by others, to 
the recolleflion of his enormous crimes, with which he 
was fo perpetually haunted, that lie was never a moment 
ll'by he free from pangs and agonies. He dropped his projed, pre- 
Aropped his tending that he could not prevail upon himfelf to deprive 
dcpgn of t | je jq oinan c ; t i Z ens for fo long a time of the joyful fight of 
their prince. This declaration was pleafing to the popu¬ 
lace, from their inclination to diverfions, which, by his 
rcfidence at Rome, they enjovec^. and from the apprehen- 
iion of fcarcitv of provifions in his abfenee *. ' 

Nero revelled frequently in the public places, and great 
fquares, ufingthe whole city as his own houfe. Thefe ban¬ 
quets were expenfive and magnificent almoft beyond belief, 
and no lefs infamous for the monflrous feeues of lewdnefs 
pradtifed at ii.em ; for he was generally attended at fuch 
entertainments by the moft debauched and abandoned wo¬ 
men of the whole city. Tacitus deferibes the fcaft pre- 


going into 
figypt. 


U:s ban¬ 
quets. 


1 Tacit. Annil. fib. xv. cap. 37 

(E) Vatinius was one of the 
moft baneful monfters that 
haunted the court, originally 
h*sd in a cobler’s Rail, hideous 1 
and dillorted in his perfon ; at 
firft taken to court as a buffoon, 
and afterwards, by calumny, by 
lying accufations againft every 

(1) Tacit. Annal. 


. Dio, lib. Ixii. p. 707, 708. 

worthy man, and a farcaftical 
turn, raifpd to fuch a height, 
that in wealth and favour, and 
in power to do mifehief, lie 
furpaffed all the other mini- 
flers of iniquity in Nero’s 
court (|). 


lib. xv. cap. 35. 


pared 



*3 


The Roman Hiftory. 

pared for him this year by Tigellinus, as a pattern of all the 
reft(E). 

In the courfe of this year, the eleventh of Nero’s reign* Yr. of FI. 
and fixty-fourtlj of theChriftian <ega, happened the famous^ »4»j. 
burning of Rome; but whether by chance, or the contriv- * 4 * 

ance of the prince, is not determined. The fire began u - gl 3 - 
among certain {hops, in which were kept fuch goods as t ikebara- 
were proper to feed it, and fpread every way With fuch of 
amazing rapidity, that its havock was felt in diliant ftreets, Rome. 
before any meafures to {top it could be taken. Befides ay 
infinite number of common houfes, all the noble moni»-> 
merits of antiquity, all the {lately palaces, temples, porti¬ 
coes with goods, riches, furniture, and merchandize, to 
an immenfc value, were devoured by the flames, which 
raged firft in the low regions of the city, and then mounted 
to the higher with fuch terrible violence and impetuofity as 
to fruftrate all endeavours of relief. The fhrieks of the ff e 
women, the various efforts of fome endeavouring to fave the able conJi- 
young and tender, of others attempting to afiift the aged *}<>» oft he 
and infirm, and the hurry of fuch as ftrove only to provide j"*“**" 


(E) In the lake of Agrippa, 
he built a large velTel, which 
contained the banquet, and was 
towed by other velfels, eiv^el- 
lilhed with rich ornaments of 
gold and ivory: thefe were 
rowed by profeffed catamites, 
ranged according to thair dif¬ 
ferent age and {kill in their 
abominable profdTion. The 
banquet confided of great va¬ 
riety of wild fowl and wild 
beads from remote countries, 
and fifli from the ocean. On 
the banks ot the lake, on one 
fide, dood brothels filled with 
ladies of great rank, and on the 
other common harlots, quite 
naked. When nigflt came, the 
neighbouring grovA and houfeg 
redounded with the fymphony of 
mufical indruments and fongs, 
and appeared illuminated with 
a great blaze of lights, which 
turned night into day. It was 
a few days after this memorable 
banquet, that Nero, who had 

(i) Tacit. Anna!, lib, xv, i 


already furpalTed nil men, as 
Tacitus obferves, in every kind 
of abomination, was prompted, 
by his extravagant lewdnefs and 
folly, to fuch excefies, as would 
feem altogether incredible, 
were they not atteded by hifto- 
rians, who lived near thofc 
times, and whofe veracity can¬ 
not be quedioned He attired 
himfelf in the habit of a wo¬ 
man, and, as fuch, was publicly, 
with the ulual forms ami fo- 
lemnity, married to a pathic ot 
his contaminated crew, named 
Pyrhagoras. Nut finished with 
fuch monllrous and unheard-of 
impiety and pollutions? as he 
was the wife of one pathic, fo 
he became the hulband ot an¬ 
other, named Sporusf whoiff he 
married with the fame folenmi- 
ty, kept in his palace, and car¬ 
ried about with him all over 
Italy and Greece in the fame 
litter, and in the attire of an 
emprefs (i). 

»p. 57. Sueton, cap. at, 19. 


for 
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For themfelves, occafioned a mutual interruption, and uty- 
verfal confuGon. Many, while they chiefly regarded the 
rdanger that purfued them behind, found themfelves fud- 
’denly involved in the 0 ?me before, and on- every fide. If 
they efcaped in the quarters adjoining, or into the parts 
quite remote, there too they met with the devouring flames. 
At lad, not knowing whither to fly, nor where to feek 
fanftuarf, they abandoned the city, and repaired to the 
open fields. Some, out of defpair for the lofs of their whole 
/ubltance. others, through tendernefs for their children and 
(relations, whom they had not been able to fnatch from the 
flames, fullered themfelves to perilh, though they had eafy 
means to efcape. No man dared to Hop the progrefs of 
the fire, there being many who prevented, with repeated 
menaces, all attempts of that nature ; and feme were open¬ 
ly fetn to throw lighted fire-brands into the houfes, de¬ 
claring, that they were authorized to do fo ; but whether 
this was only a device to plunder more freely, or in reality 
they had fuch orders, was never certainly known. 

Nero, who was then at Antium, did not attempt to re¬ 
turn to the city till he heard that the flams was advancing 
to his palace,-which, after his arrival was, notwithftanding 
all efforts to prevent it, burnt down to the ground, with all 
the houfes adjoining. However, the emperor, affefting com¬ 
panion for the multitude, thus*oereft of their dwellings, 
opened the field of Mars, and all the great edifices erected 
there by Agrippa, and even his own gardens. Helikewife 
caufed tents to be pitched in bade ifor the reception of the 
forlorn populace ; from Oltia, and the neighbouring cities, 
were broughr, by his orders, all forts of furniture and ne- 
ceflaries, anti the price of corn was confiderably leflened. 
Thefc bounties, however generous and popular, were be¬ 
llowed in vain, hccaufe a report was propagated, that 
during the time of this general conflagration, he mounted 
his domeftic flage, and fung the deltru&ion of Troy, com¬ 
paring the prelent defolation to the celebrated calamities of 
antiquity. At length, on the fixth day, the fury of the 
flames was (lopped at the foot of Mouni'Efquiline, by level¬ 
ing with the ground an infinite numbtfr of buildings; fo 
that theefire found nothing to encounter but the opfcn fields 
and empty air. 

Scarce had the late alarm ceafed, when the fire broke 
out again with frefh rage, but in places more wide and fpa- 
cious whence fewer perfons were dellroyed, but more 
temples overthrown, together with porticoes appropriated 
to public diverfions. As this fecond conflagration burft 
out in certain buildings belonging to Tigtllinus, they were 

both 
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liotli afcribed to Nero; and it was conjeaured, that by de¬ 
stroying the old edifices, he aimed atthe glory of building a 
new city, and calling it by his own name. Of ihc- fourteen 
quarters into which Home was divided, four remained in¬ 
tire, three were laid in alhes, and, in the feveu others 
there remained onljfcafew houfes, mirerahiy fhattered, and 
|alf confirmed k . Among the may ancient and (lately edi- Mam m 
pees, which the rage of the flames utterly confumvd, Ta- biebmlj- 
fcitus rec.kons the temple dedicated by fiervius Tullius to *nrr^r 
the Moon ; the temple and great altar confccrated by Lvan- *• 

der to Hercules; the chapel vowed by Romulus to Jupiter 
Ktator; the court of Nuraa, with the temple of Vdta, and ’ " 
in it the tutelar gods peculiar to the Romans. In the fame 
fatc were involved the ineftimable treafures acquired by fo 
? many victories, the wonderful works of the heft painters 
and fculptors of Greece, and, what is (till more to be ln- 
ihented, the ancient writings of celebrated authors, till then 
preferved perfectly entire. It was obferved, tliat the fire 
began the fame day on which the Gauls, having formerly 
taken the city, burnt it to the ground'. a ' 

, u pon ruins of the demolifhed city Nero founded a Ken’, 
palace, which he called his Golden Houle ; though it was 
not fo much admired on account of its immenfe profufion t atac, ~ 
of gold, precious (tones, and other ineftimable ornaments, 
as for itsjraft extent, coiitSSning fpacious fields, large wil- 
dernefles, artificial lakes, thick woods, gardens, orchards, 
vineyards, hills, and groves. The entrance of this (lately 
edifice was wide enougl^to receive a coloflus, reprefenting 
Nero, a hundretf and twenty feet high : the galleries con- 
filted of three rows of tall pillars, each of them a full mile 
in length : the lakes were encompafled with magnificent 
buildings, in the manner of cities, and the woods flocked 
with all manner of wild beads. The houfe itfelf was tiled 
with gold, the walls were covered with the fame metal, 
and richly adorned with precious (tones atid mother-of- 
pearl, which, in thofe days, was valued above gold : the 
timber-work, and cielings of the rooms, were inlaid.with 
gold and ivory : the roof of one of the banqueting-rooms 
refembled the firnrament, bqth in its figure and motion, 
turning inccflantly about night and day, and (howling £ll 
forts of fweet waters. When this magnificent ftrufture 
was finifhed, Nero (lightingly faid, that at length he began 
to lodge like a man. Pliny tells us, that this palace ex¬ 
tended quite round the city m . Nero, it feems, did not finifti 

n,T alr ’ t- Annal. lib, xv. cap. 38—40, 1 Idem ibid. cap. 41. 

m rlin. lib. xxxiii, cap. 3. 

it " 

Vttarpan ?sTMs&*a Llfcnfir ^ 

Aron. No../&5. ( c Li. .. - ;a 21 '* n-^ 




16 The Roman Hiftory. 

itj for the firft order Otho figned was, as we read in Sue* 1 
tonius, for fifty millions of fefterces, to be employed in per- 
fe&ingthe Golden Palace which Nero had begun ". 

Undtr- The projeftors of this plan were Severqs and Celer, two 
taktithingt bold and enterprifing men, who, foon after, put the empe- 
imfojfible. rof U p 0n a (mi nloIC expenGve and arduous undertaking, 
namely, that of cutting a canal through hard rocks, and 
fteep mountains, from the lake Avernustothe mouth of the 
Tiber, a hundred and fixty miles in length, and of fuch 
breadth, that two gallies of five ranks of oars might eafily 
pafs abreafh His view in this was to open a commu¬ 
nication between Rome and Campania, free from the trou¬ 
bles and dangers of the fea ; for in the courfe of this year, 
a great number of veffels laden with corn, were Ihipwreck- 
cd at cape Mifenum, the pilots choofing rather to venture 
out in a violent ftorm, than not to arrive at the time they 
were expedted by Nero. For the execution of this prodi¬ 
gious undertaking, the emperor ordered the prifoners from 
all parts to be tranfported into Italy; and fuch as were 
convicted, whatever their crimes were, to be condemned 
only to his works. Nero, who undertook nothing with 
more ardour and readinefs than what was deemed impofli- 
ble, expended incredible fums in this ra(h undertaking, 
and exerted.all his power, to cut through the mountains ad-„ 
joining to the lake Avernus; but not being able to remove 
by art the obftades of nature, he was obliged to drop the 
enterprize 

Rtmrt- The ground, not occupied by tjie foundations of Nero’s 
built. own palace, he afligned for houfes, which were not placed r 
as after the burning of the city by the Gauls, at random, 
and without order, but the ftreets were laid out regularly, 
fpacious and (trait; the edifices retrained to a certain 
height, perhaps of feventy feet, according to the plan of 
Augustus j the courts were widened, and to all the great 
houfes which' ftooil by thcmfelves, and were called ifles, 

1 large porticoes vvete added, which Nero engaged to raife at 
his own expence, and to deliver to each proprietor the 
fquarcs about them clear from all rubbifii. He likewife 
promifed rewards according to very man’s rank and fub- 
Cance, appointing a day for the difeharge of his promife, 
on condition that againtt that day their feveral houfes and 
frtrmtioiu palaces were finilhed. He moreover made the following 
tuprivim w ife regulations, to obviate fuch ad readful calamity for the 

tkt IHt dif- f u ture: that the new buildings fiiould be raifed to a certain 
•fttt. ■ 

ESuet. cap. 31. Sc in' Oth. cap. 7. 
cap. «6. 


■ Tacit. Anna!, lib. xv. 
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height without timber ; that they fliould be arched with 
ft one from the quarries of Gabii and Alba, which were 
proof againft fire; that over the common fprings, which 
were diverted by private men for their own ufes, overfeers 
fhould be placed to prevent that abufe j that every citizen 
fliould have ready in his houfe a machine proper to extin- 
guilh fire; and that no wall fliould be common to two 
houfes, but every houfe be inclofed within its own p’eeuliar 
walls. Thus the city in a Ihort time rofe out of its allies 
with new luftre, and more beautiful than ever. As Nero, 
notwithllauding all Iris bounties, was flill believed to be the 
author of the conflagration, in order to wipe oft' this afper- 
fion, he transferred the guilt upon the Chrillians, who were 
already very numerous in the city, and againft them raifed the my. 
the firft general perfecution. Tacitus fays, “ Nero, to fup- q nCillls - t 
prefs the prevailing rumour, that he was the author of the acrounl 0 f 
conflagration, transferred the guilt upon fuppofed crimi- them. 
nals, fubjefting to mod exquifitc torments thofe people, 
who for their enormous crimes were already univerfally ab¬ 
horred, and known to the vulgar by the name of Chrillians. 

The author of this name was Chrift, who in the reign of 
Tiberius was executed under Pontius Pilate, procurator of 
Judxa. The peftilent fuperftition was for a while ftip- 
preffed ; but it revived again, and fpreail, not only over Ju- 
dsea, wherp this evil was firft broached, but reached Rome, 
whither from every quarter of the earth is conftantly flow¬ 
ing whatever is hideous and abominable amongft men, and 
is there readily embracedvand praflifcd. Firit, therefore, 
were apprchendetffuch as openly owned thcnifelves to be 
of that fe£t; then by them was difeovered an immenfe mul¬ 
titude, and all were convi£ted, not of the crimebf burning 
of Rome, but of their hatred and enmity to mankind. 

Their death and torture were aggravated with cruel dcrilion 
and fport; for they were either covered with the Ikins of 
wild beafts, and torn in pieces by devouring dogs, or fatten¬ 
ed to crofles, or wrapped up in combuftible garments, that 
when the day-light failed, they might, like torches, lcrre 
to difpel the darknfffs of the night. For this tragical 
fpeftacle Nero lent His own gydens, and exhibited at die 
fame time the public diverfion of the circus, fomftimes" 
driving a chariot in perfon, and fometimes ftanding as a 
fpeftator among the populace in the habit of a cha¬ 
rioteer. Hence towards the miferable fufferers, however 
guilty and deferving the moft exemplary punilhment, com¬ 
panion arofe, feeing they were doomed to perifli, not with 
a view to the public good, but to gratify the cruelty of one 
VoL. XIII. C •"«" * 
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man ♦.’* Thus far Tacitus, who, it is manifeft, was quite 
unacquainted with the facred myderies and found morals 
of our religion. 

In the mean time N*ero, having, with the immenfe fums 
expended in building his golden houfe, and embellilhing 
the city, quite drained his exchequer,'in order to fupply 
his prodigality betook himfelf to all manner of rapine and 
extortion. Not Italy alone, but the provinces, the feveral 
confederate nations, and even the cities, were pillaged and 
laid walle. In this general fpoil were involved the temples 
’ of the gods, now dripped of all their rich ornaments, of 
all the treafures which the Roman people in every age of 
their (late had confecrated, either as monuments of triumphs 
celebrated, or vows fulfilled. Through Greece and Afia 
the fame ravages were committed ; Acratqp, an imperial 
freedman, and Secundus Carinas, two ready inflruments, 
as Tacitus fiyles them, to execute any iniquity, however 
black and flagrant, being fent into thofe provinces with a 
commiilion to drip every where the temples of all their or¬ 
naments, gifts, and oblations ; and convey them, together 
with the Aatues and images of the gods themfelves, to 
Rome a, where they were melted down, and turned into 
money r . Seneca, fearing thefe facrileges and iniquitous 
extortions might be imputed tg him, begged permilfion to 
retire to a feat of his own, remote from Rome but that 
favour being refufed him, he confined himfelf to his cham¬ 
ber, pretending an indifpofition in his nerves. In the clofe 
of the year, the heads and mouifhs of the populace were 
filled with drange prodigies, faid to have happened, and 
always drgaded as the forerunners of fome dreadful cala¬ 
mity. A comet too appeared, an omen ever fuppofed to 
portend misfortunes threatening fome fovereign power: 
Nero was therefore under no fmall apprehenfion ; but Ba- 
bilus the afjrologer having acquainted him, that among 
monarch:; it was ufual, upon fuch occafions, to avert thefe 
omens from themfelves by fome extraordinary maflacrc, he 
refolved utterly to exterminate the whole fenatorial order, 
and commit the government of the prpvinecs, and the com- 
•mani^of the armies, to the knights and his freedmen. 
of FI. This bloody deGgn he began to put in execution the fol¬ 
lowing year, when A. Licinius, Nerva Silanus, and M. Ve- 
dinius Atticus were canfuls, a confpiracy, which was then 
difeovered, affording him a pretence for the (hocking facri- 
fice. In this memorable confpiracy were engaged almod 

p Tacit. Ann. lib. xv. cap. 44. 1 Ibid. cap. 4;. * Suet, 
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the whole nobility of Rome; fenators, knights, foldiefs, 
and even women, entering into it with great eagernefs and 
competition, partly from their deteftation of Nero, and 
partly from their^eal for Caius Pifo, by whom it was headed. 
He was allied to moft of the illuftrious families in Rome, 
and for his own qi^lifications highly efteemed by the po¬ 
pulace ; for he was a great orator, and employed his elo¬ 
quence in the defence of his fellow-citizens ; gcnSrous to 
his friends and acquaintance, and even to fuch as were 
unknown to him, affable ami complaifant: he was of a tall 
ftature, of a graceful countenance, and extremely capti¬ 
vating in his language and addrefs; but fo far from being 
ftrift and auftere in his life and manners, that he obferved 
no reftraint in his pleafures, abandoning himfelf to all man¬ 
ner of debauchery and luxury. He was not, however, the 
full author of the confpiracy : it was never known by whom 
the defign was firft concerted, though Subrius Flavius, tri¬ 
bune of a pnetorian cohort, and Sulpicius Afper, a centu¬ 
rion, feem to have been the moft forward in promoting its 
execution. 

Among the firft who entered into it, Tacitus names Lu¬ 
can, the celebrated poet, Plautius Lateranus, conful eletl, 
Flavius Scevinus, and Afrauius Qmn£lianus. Lucan was 
inftigated by perfonal provocations ; Nero, who was pcf- 
fcfl'ed of an ardent ambitioif of excelling in poetry, having, 
front a ridiculous emulation, forbid the publication of his 
poems: Lateranus engaged in the plot From a fincere af- 
fedllon to the republic, ^Hie other two had till that time 
lived in lloth aniPdebauchery : what prompted Scevinus to 
confpire, we are not told ; but Quinftianus became an ac¬ 
complice in order to be revenged on Nero for having, in a 
virulent fatire, publillied his fcandalous and unnatural lewd- 
nefs. Rome was furprifed, that two men of fuch charac¬ 
ters Ihould engage in an enterprize fo hazardous and dar¬ 
ing. Thofe we have mentioned drew into thecombination 
Tullius Senecio, Cervarius Proculus, Vulcatius Araricus, 
Julius Tugurinus, Munatius Gratus, Antonius Natalis, jnd 
Martius Feftus, all Raman knights. Among the troops, be- 
fides the two officer* already mentioned, were engaged as 
accomplices Granius Silvanus, Statius Proximu3, bqth tri-* 
bunes of the prxtorian bands; Maximus Scaurus, Venetus 
Paulus, two centurions; and, as their chief ftrength and 
dependence, Fenius Rufus, captain of the imperial guards, 
a man greatly beloved by the people, and on that account 
hated both by his colleague Tigellinus, and the emperor. 
The confpirators were no fooner allured that Rufus had 
joined (heir party, than they began feriouily to debate about 
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the time and place of the intended affaffination. Subrius 
Flavius undertook to attack Nero, while he was tinging on 
the Itage, or fcouring the ftreets in his drunken revels by 
night, unattended by ,his guards; but a too great anxiety 
to efcape with impunity, ever unieafonable in great enter* 
prizes, reflrained his ardour \ , 

The confpirators deferring from day to day the execution 
of theft detign, a woman, named Epicharis, took upon her 
to quicken their refolves. It was unknown by what means 
Ihe came to be apprifed of the plot; for till that time flie 
had never Ihewn the lealt regard to honour, virtue, or ho- 
nefty. When fbe found that all her reproaches and exhor¬ 
tations were to no effe£t, impatient of their delay, (he left 
Rome, and haftened into Campania, where Ihe employed 
all her induftry and ikill to gain the chief officers of the 
fleet riding at Mifcnum, and to engage them in the detign, 
which they had frequent opportunities of executing, as the 
emperor greatly delighted in failing along the coaits of Mi¬ 
fcnum and Puteoli. In that fleet, Volutins Proculus, who 
had been employed by Nero to aflaffinate his mother, had 
the command of a thoufand marines: but as he did not 
think himfelf Efficiently rewarded for fo meritorious a mur¬ 
der, either from an old acquaintance with Epicharis, or a 
frientHhip newly contrafted, he related to her bis tignai Cer¬ 
vices to Nero, venting bitter Complaints, that he had not 
been diftinguiflied with promotion equal to his heferts. In 
return for this mark of confidence, Epicharis urged all the 
enormous cruelties, all the barbarous outrages committed 
by the tyrant, and at the fame time acquainted him with 
the coufpiracy; but had the precaution to conceal the names 
of the confpirators. 

The traitor was no fooner intrufted with the fecret, than 
he flew to Rome, and betrayed the whole to Nero. When 
Epicharis was ftimmoned, and confronted with the in¬ 
former, as his charge again!! her was fupported by no wit- 
nefles, Ihe denied it, pretending to be greatly amazed at 
the impudent boldnefs of the accufcr. However, ffic was 
detained in prifon, Nero fufpedfing that the charge was hot 
falfe, though not proved to be true *. » The confpirators be- 
notwithftanding the file nee of Epicharis, apprebenfive 
of a difeovery, came to a refolution to hafteri the intended 
murder, and chnl'e, as the moll convenient place for the 
execution of their defign. a villa at Daise, belonging to 
Pifo, whither the emperor frequently reforted to bathe and 
caroufe with a fmall number of attendants. But in this 
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fclieme Pifo would by no means concur, alleging the ge¬ 
neral abhorrence which mull enfue, were the facred rights 
of hofpitality violated by the murder of a prince, however 
wicked. He thought it more advif&ble to ililpatch him at 
Rome, either in the detelled houfe which he had reared 
with the fpoils of !he unhappy city, or in the face of the 
public, fince for the benefit of the people the dejjgn had 
been undertaken. 


Thus he reafoned openly among ft the confpirators; but pi ft, i, j ta - 
in his heart he was influenced by fecret motives, fearing loujo/Si- 
Jeft Lucius Silanus, a man of extraordinary accomplilh- *** I ' J ’ u ”j 
ments, might, as he was then at Rome, upon the firft 
news of Nero’s death, feize the vacant fovereignty for 
himfelf. He was likewife jealous of the conful Veltinus, 


fearing he might, as he was a man of great intrepidity, at¬ 
tempt the reftoration of the ancient government, or bellow 
the empire upon fome other, as a gift of his own. The 
confpirators, influenced by the reafonings of l’ifo, iinani- 


moufly agreed to execute their defign, not at Baite, hut at 
Rome, on the anniverfary facred to Ceres, and always fo- 
lemnized with Circenfian games, at which Nero never fail¬ 


ed to aifift, giving free accefs to all, during the gaiety of 
the fports. The defign was to be executed in the follow¬ 
ing manner: Lateranus, v^ho was in llender circumilanccs, 


under pvetence of imploring relief, was to fall at the 
prince’s feet, and throw him down; then the tribunes, 
centurions, and other confpirators, were to rufli in and 
difpatch him. ScevinuE earneftly claimed the honour of Srroimi 
giving the firft blow; for having formerly taken a dagger 
out of a temple, he carried it conltantly about him, as cun- “y, f 

fecrated to the execution of fome mighty defign. it was firft blow. 
moreover-agreed, that Pifo Ihould wait the event in the 
temple of Ceres, and be thence brought forth by Fcuius, 
captain of the guards, and conducted to the^amp. 

The day before that appointed for the execution of the Tie am- 
defign, Scevinus, after a long conference with Antonius fpira,y dif- 
Natalis, fealed his .will; then unfheathing the daggcT, he n ‘ vlrt *' 
complained it was blunt and rufty, charging Milichus, one 
of his freedmen, to have it ground, and (liarpened at t^e 
point: next he ordered a repaft more fumptuous and pro- 
fufe than ordinary to be prepared ; after which he prefent- 
ed his favourite Haves with their liberty, anti others with 
fums of money : his countenance, in the midft of an af¬ 
fected chearfulnefs, appeared clouded : in his difcourlL* he 
was continually running from one fubjefl to another, with¬ 
out attending to any; when all, who were prefent, con¬ 
cluded, that his mind was fraught with fome great pro- 
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jeft: at lad he ordered the fame Milichus to prepare ban* 
dages for wounds, and applications for flopping blood. The 
freedman, reflefting on thefe orders, and concluding with 
himfelf, that a confpi/kcy was undoubtedly carrying on, 
and his patron concerned in it, haflened next morning by 
break of day to the gardens of Servilius, where Nero then 
was ; and being refufed admittance, declared that he came 
to difeover matters of the utmoft importance. Upon this 
declaration, he was conduced to Epaphroditus, one of 
Nero’s freedmen, and by him prefented to the emperor 
1 himfelf, to whom he related all the circumflances he had 
obferved, {hewed the dagger, and deiired the criminal to be 
immediately fecurcd. 

Several of Accordingly Scevinus was by a band of foidiers haftily 
the con- feized, and dragged before the emperor ; but defended him* 
ftnratun f e ]f w ith a fpirit fo undaunted, and inveighed againfl the 
feized. informer as a treacherous wretch, ftill actuated by the bafe 
fpirit of a Have, with fuch firmnefs and intrepidity, that 
the informer would have been baffled, had not his wife re¬ 
minded him, that Antonius Natalis had held a long con-: 
ference with Scevinus, and that both lived in clofe confix 
dence with Caius Pifo. Natalis was therefore immediately 
arreiied, and both he and Scevinus feparately examined 
concerning the particulars of $at conference. As their 
anfwers were contradidfory, they were thrown into irons, 
and threatened with the rack ; the fight of which neither 
of them being able to bear, they difeovered every particu¬ 
lar of the confpiracy. Natalis cofifeflcd the firft, and de¬ 
clared how far Pifo was concerned in the plot, and named 
alfo Seneca j; but whether this laft had allied as an agent 
between him and Pifo, or whether Natalis impeached him 
only to purchafe the favour of Nero, who was daily hunt¬ 
ing after fome fpecious pretence to dcltroy him, is uncer¬ 
tain. Scevinus, understanding that Natalis had made a 
’ confedion, and that no advantage could be reaped from 
his filenee, at length difeovered all the other'accomplices. 
Of Ihefe Lucan, Quindtianus, and Senecio, perfifted lung 
in denying the charge; but at lcngt|i were feduced by 
a,promife of impunity ; and then, to atone for their back¬ 
wardness, they informed againfl their deareft friends, 
Lucan againfl Attilia his own mother, Quindtianus againfl 
Glicius Gallus, and Senecio againfl Annius Pollio. 

The firm- Nero, recollecting that Epicharis was detained in prifon, 

nef> and and fuppofing that flie could endure the violence of the 

intrepidity rack, commanded her to be put to the fevered torture. 
tJ Epicha- ]3 u t her nrmnefs and magnanimity were proof againfl the 
fury of (tripes, of fire, and of all the torments the execu r 
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tioners could invent, though they exerted their utmnfl: ef¬ 
forts in cruelty, left they (hould be at laft derided and 
baffled by a woman. She ftill utterly denied every parti¬ 
cular; and fuch .was the iflue of the firft day’s torture. 

Next day, as Ihe was recondufting in a chair to fuller again She 
the fame torments £for her limbs were fo torn and disjoint- ht'frif 
ed, that (he could not fupport herfelf), w'ith the girdle, htt 
ithat bound her breads, (he framed a nooie for her n^k, and S ' r “ *’ 
f tying it to the top of the chair, hung upon it with all the 
weight of her body, and put an end to the poor remains of 

■ life. Thus a woman, who was once a flave, heroically 

■ fuffered the mod exquifite torments cruelty could invent, 
and death itfelf, to protect perfons whom (lie fcarce knew; 
when men born free, when Roman knights and fenators, 
betrayed their dearelt friends, their neared relations: for 
Lucan, Senecio, and Quinftianus, were daily making new 
difeoveries, and dill naming more accomplices; a detail Nt't'i 
which fo terrified Nero, that he not only doubled his f L r,al rn ~ 
guards, but poded bands of foldiers upon the walls, ami all 

round the city, lined the fea-coad, and the bunks of the 
Tiber, with numerous detachments, ordered parties of foot 
and horfe to fcour the fields night and day, to range in the 
public fquares, in the neighbouring municipal towns, and 
to enter the private houfes. With the pnvtorian guards 
Germans were intermixed j for in them, as they were fo¬ 
reigners, Nero chiefly confided". 

And now the accufed were dragged in troops to Nero’s 
tribunal, which was erefted in his garden ; and they lay 
together at the gates, expefting to be fucceflively admitted 
ahri examined. If upon their trial it appeared, that they 
had ever been feen finding with any of the cqnfpirators ; 
that they had ever fpoke with them, met them, however 
fortuitoufiy, been common guefts at the fame table, or fat 
together at the fame public (how; any of thefe circum- 
ftances was imputed as an unpardonable tfriine. 'Ihe 
judges were Nero himfdf, Tigellinus and his colleague Fe- 
nius Rufus, who, as he was not yet accufed, proved more 
fevere than the other two in examining his own aflbeiates, 
in order to perfuadg the prince, that he was a (Iranger to 
the plot. It was owing tohinf, that the defign was not pqf 
in execution even during the examination of the confpi- 
rators; for the brave tribune, fiubrius Flavius, who at- F/aviai 
tended, and was not yet impeached or fufpedleil, having de- t S erj ,§ 
manded by figns, whether he (hould difpatrh the tyrant, 
was by contrary figns checked and forbid, when he had al- by 

Fe*r*f #t»- 
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ready grafped the hilt of his fword. When the conspiracy 
was firft difcovered, there were fome who exhorted rifo to 
proceed direftly to the camp, or mount the roftrum, and 
try the affeftipns of the people and foldiery, fince nothing 
worfe could befal him, though both the foldiery and peo¬ 
ple (hould not join him, than he muft already expe£t: they 
reprefented that, by loling his life in fo glorious an attempt, 
he wotfid approve himfelf worthy of his anceftors, and 
leave a noble example to pollcrity; whereas, if he negledted 
the prefent opportunity, he would be foon feized, and con- 
• ! demned to an ignominious death. Pifo, rejecting the ad¬ 
vice of his friends and affociates, the belt that could bd 
Pifo de- given him at the prefent junfture, retired to his own houfe, 
Jlroy: him- where, upon the arrival of a band of foldiers to feize him, 
fdf- he opened the veins in both his arms, and bled to death (F). 

Plautiui Next followed the death ofPlautius Lateranus, conful 
Latnanm mflidfed with fuch precipitation, that he was not al- 

i mreir'ii- 1 °'’'^ time even to embrace his children; but inftantly 
dragged to the place allotted for the execution of Haves, 
anil there fl.iughtcred by the hand of Statius the tribune, 
lie died with exemplary firmnefs and intrepidity, uttered 
not a fyllable relating to the confpiracy ; but with an un¬ 
daunted fpiiit anfweted iip.iphroditus, the emperor’s freed- 
ljian and fecretary, who alked him fome qneliions, “ If I 
were mean enough to make any difeoveries, it, would be 
to your mailer, not to you.” He did not even upbraid the 
tribune appointed to cut off his head, though he too was 
concerned with him in the confpiracy *. 

Ihcparri- The next illuftrious perfon facrifieed on this occafion, 
cuian of was Annwus Seneca, to the infinite joy of Nero, who had 
^death* keen ' on 8 Peeking his deltruction. Natalis alone had ac- 
e ' h cufed him, though what he faid of him amounted to very 

little. He declared, that he had been fent by Pifo to vifit Se¬ 
neca, then indifpofed, to complain in his name, that he was 
debarred acceffs to him, and to reprefent, that it would be 
better if they maintained their friendfbip by familiar con? 
vertition ; that to this meffage Seneca replied, that frequent 
interview's and conventions by themfelves were conducive 
to the fervice of neither ; but that upfcn the fafety of Pifo 
His owm welfare depended. Granius Silvanus, tribune of a 

w Tacit. Annal. lib. xv. cap. 60. 

(F) He left a will full of ful- friend of his own, though (lie 
fome flattery towards Nero; was a woman of moll vicious 
apd this out of tendernefs to his inclinations, and, except the 
wife Arria Galla, whom he had beauty of her perfon, deftitute 
taken from Durqilius Silius, % of every recommendation. 
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praetorian cohort, was fcnt to Seneca, with orders toaflc 
him, whether he owned the words of Natalis, and his own 
anfwers : Seneca had returned that very day from Campa, 
ilia, and flopped wt a villa of his, four miles from Rome. 
The tribune arriving in the evening, befet the villa with 
his men, entered the houfc, and acquainted Seneca with 
feis commiflion, while he fat at table with Paulina his wife, 
9 nd two friends. Seneca anfwered, that Natalis Ifad in* 
peed been fent to him, and had complained in Pifo’s name, 
|hat he was refufed admittance ; a complaint which he 
had anfwered by excufing himfelf on account of his bodily 
(Kforders, and his love of quiet. He denied to have ever 
declared, that his fafety depended upon that of any private 
man, adding, that he was not at all addicted to flattery, as 
>10 man better knew than Nero. 

When this anfwer was by the tribune reported to the 
pniperor, be alked, whether Seneca feemed determined 
upon a voluntary death ? I have not difeovered, replied the 
tribune, either in his words or looks, the leaft fymptom of 
fear. Nero then commanded him to return direftly, and 
acquaint him that he mull die. The tribune, who was 
himfelf one of the confpirators, took not the fame way he 
came ; but turning afide, went firft to Fcnius, captain of 
the guards, and, difclofinj* the emperor’s orders, alked, 
whether 1 ^ fnould obey them ? The cowardly commander 
advifed him to execute his commiflion, and adl in e'vcry 
rcfpcdl as if he were an utter ftranger to the plot. Thus 
Fcnius and Silvanps, through a bafenefs and timidity hardly 
to be credited, contributed to multiply thofe very cruelties 
which they had confpired to avenge. However, the tri¬ 
bune avoided feeing Seneca, and delivering in’perfon the 
meflage; but difpntched a centurion to apprife him of his 
fate. Seneca heard the fentence without betraying the leaft 
difmay or concern, and calmly called for his will; but that 
being denied him by the centurion, turning fb his friends, 
he told them, that fince he was prevented from gratefully 
acknowleging their favours, he bequeathed them that which 
alone was now left him, the pattern of his life. He re- 
prefled their tears, fcfoietimcs with gentle reafoning, fome- 
times with fharp rebukes, afking them, where weie novf 
all the documents of philofophy? where the precepts of 
wifdom fo many years acquiring againft impending cala¬ 
mities ? for to whom, faid he, is unknown the bloody na¬ 
ture of Nero ? After the murder of his mother and bro¬ 
ther, what remained, but to add to their’s the Daughter of 
his preceptor and inftrudlor ? After he had difeourfed fome 
time to the company in general, he embraced his wife ; an 


*5 


He it ac¬ 
quainted hj 
a centurion- 
that he 
mujl die. 



2 & 


The Roman hifiory. 

affefting objedl! which fomewhat abated his firmnefs, and 
feemed to fubdue his philofophical fpirit. He befought 
her to moderate her forrow, and to fortify herfelf againft 
the grief arifing fromjhe iofs of her hufljand, by the con¬ 
templation of his life fpent in a fteady courfe of virtue. 
•fhtton- Paulina, on the contrary, refolutely declared, that Ihe 
fancy of was determined to die with him. This declaration fur- 
Aij wifi, prifed Seneca, who, unwilling to deprive her of fo much 
glory, and unwilling to leave one whom he tenderly loved, 
expo fed to infults and injuries, after afhort paufe, “ Since 
to the delights of a fhort life you prefer (faid he) the ever- 
lafting fame of a glorious death, I lhall not envy you this 
honour: let us Chare the glory of fo brave an aftion, 
though your (hare will be by far the greater." After this 
conversion, both had the veins of their arms opened at 
the fame inilant. As Seneca was aged, and his body ema¬ 
ciated, his blood ilfued but flowly; he therefore caufed 
the veins of his legs, and thofe about the joints of his 
knees, to be likewife cut- As he fuffered cruel agonies, 
he perfuaded his wife to retire into another chamber, left 
his torments ftmuld {hake her refplution, or he himfelf, af- 
fefteil with her pangs, betray weaknefs and impatience. 
As his eloquence did not fail him to the lail moment of his 
life, he called for his fcribes, and dictated many things, 
which were publifhed after bis death. 

She ispre- As Neio bore, no perfonal enmity to Paulina^ and was 

vented well apprifed that her death would double.the hatred ot the 
from dying public towards him, he fent orderg to the foldiers to prevent 
‘ ^ er dying ; who thereupon commanded her domeftic 
* ‘ ’ Haves and freedmen to bind up her arms, and ftop the 

blood. She outlived her hufkand but a few years, ever pale 
and in a languiihing condition, and retained to the laft a 
reverence for his memory. Seneca in the mean time, to 
haften his death, which advanced very flowly, befought Sta¬ 
tius Annaeus* an intimate friend, well (killed in medicine, 
Semea to bring a draught of poifon, which he had prepared long 
takespoifon before, and kept by him. This he fwallowed, without ef- 
tn mean. feCt, his limbs being chilled with cold, and his juices ftag- 
nated. He had therefore recourfe to i hot bath, to haften 
by warmth the operation of "the poifon, or to make his blood 
flow more freely. With the water of the bath he fprinkled 
Hi> tafl ^ uc b bis Haves as flood near him, faying, “ With this, 

words. liquor I make a libation to Jupiter the Deliverer," As the 

bath had not the defired effect, and the foldiers were impa¬ 
irtient, he was at laft conveyed into a ftove, and there fuffo- 
eJ in a cated with the fteam. His body was burnt without any fu- 
het hath. jieral folcmnity, purfuant to a will which he had made, 

even 
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fVen while he was in high favour with his prince x . Thus 
died the celebrated L. Amicus Seneca, on the twelfth, or, 

95 others will have it, on the thirteenth of April (G). 

Hitherto Feniu# Rufus had proceeded with great feverity feniut X«, 
againft the conspirators his accomplices; but was himfelf A' 1 -' 
ha the end deteftedfor while in the examination of Fla- c “ leJ “** 
dus Scevinus, the fenator, he urged him with many me- “iln'/td. 
laces to an ample confeflion, Scevinus finiled, and told 
Tim, that no man was better acquainted with the particu- 
ars of the plot than himfelf. Fenius attempted to refute 
sihe charge ; but faltering and perplexed in his fpeech, he 
:gave manifeft tokens of his guilt and terror ; in coufequence 
of which, he was by the emperor’s orders immediately 
feized, and dragged to prifon. At the fame time the brave 
tribune Subrius Flavius was impeached. Fie at fir ft defend- 
ed-himfelf; but being prefied by the informers, he not only 
pwned the charge, buf gloried in it; and in anfwer to Nero, 
who afkcd him, upon what provocation he had flighted the 
pbligation of his oath, “ llecaufe I abhorred thee (faid he), Subriut 
though there was not in the whole army one more zealoufly Flavius 
attached to thee thaq I, fo long as thou didft merit affec- " a " / " 
tion; but I began to hate thee when thou bccameft the 
murderer of thy mother, the murderer of thy brother and 
wife, a charioteer, a comedjan, and an incendiary.” Ta¬ 
citus tells us, that the whole confpiracy afforded nothing 
which proved fo bitter and pungent to Nero as this re¬ 
proach. He ordered Flavius to be immediately put to death, 
committing the exgcution to Veianus Niger, a tribune, who 
led him into the neareft field, and there ordered a funeral 
french to be dug, fuch as ferved for a grave to the foldiers, 
who died in the camp. Flavius found fault witli it, as too 
(freight and (hallow ; and, turning to the guard of foldiers, 

“ This (faid he, without betraying the lead concern), is 
not even done according to the laws of difeipline.” When 
the tribune defired him to ftretch out his neck valiantly, 

. “ I wiflr (replied he), thou mayft ftrike as valiantly:” and 
indeed the tribune was feized with fuch a violent trepida- tfdeath. 
tion, that he with difficulty cut off his head at two (Irokes. 

However, he afterwa’rds boafted to Nero, that he had de- 
fignedly employed more blows than one. 

The next example of firmnefs and conftancy was exhi¬ 
bited by Sulpicius Afper, the centurion ; who being afked 


Hero to 
his face. 


His lafl 
brave 
worJs, and 
contempt 


* Tacit. Anna!, lib. xv. cap. 61, 64. 

(G) Dio Caflius allures us, Tacitus does net attempt to 
that he was privy ro the con- clear him. 

!pi| acy; from which charge 

by 
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by Nero, why he had confpired againft him, anfwered in 
a few words, “ Becaufe there was no other relief againft 
thy abominable enormities.” The other centurions faced 
Fentm death with equal brafery: but Fenius Rufus betrayed a ti- 
Rafus din midity unbecoming a man of his rank and profemon ; he 
mtanlj. even filled his laft will with unmanly '.lamentations. Nero 
hoped to find the conful Veftinus likewife concerned in the 
confpiracy; but as he was a man of a violent fpirit, and 
altogether untraftable, the confpirators had not thought fit 
to make him acquainted with their defign. He had once 
lived in clofe confidence with Nero» but afterwards abufing 
the freedom which the emperor allowed him, and utterly 
defpifing him, he ufed frequently to infult the prince with 
poignant farcafms, which left behind them a bitter remem¬ 
brance, as they were for tho moll part founded on truth. 
BeGdes, Nero dreaded the haughty and violent temper of 
Veftinus; and therefore wifiied for a plaufible pretence to 
deftroy him but as no accufer appeared to charge him, 
fince he could not fatiate his rancour under the title of a 
judge, he had recourfe to the violence of a tyrant, and 
difpatched Gerelanus the tribune, at the head of five hun¬ 
dred men, with orders to difpofe of the conful. 

He had that day difeharged all the functions of a conful, 
and was celebrating a banquet at home with great gaiety, 
when the foldiers entering told them, that the tribune 
1 he quiet Waited for him. Veftinus, without delay, rofe from table, 
a ad brave an d j n a few minutes the tragedy was begun and finjlhed j 
death of he 

was lhut up in a chamber; tne phyfeian attended ; his 
Feltiiuu ve > ns were cut, he was conveyed into a hot bath, and fuffo- 
J ' cated with the fleam, without uttering a fyllable that argued 
either grief or concern. In the mean time the whole com¬ 
pany that fupped with them were befet by a guard, and 
not releafed till the night was far fpent, Nero diverting 
himfeif witji the fears of men, who had paffed at once 
from the mirth and joy of a feaft, to the deadly apprehen- 
fion of their laft moments. At length he ordered the guards 
to’withdraw, faying, that the conful’s guefts had paid dear 
enough for their good cheer r, , 
lutan diei m Lucan the poet was next fentenced to die. His veins be- 
vith great j n g opened, and his blood ifiuing in llreams, he foon per- 
ntreftditj. ee j ve( jjjj s f ce t and hands growing cold and ftiff; but before 
his faculties were impaired, recollefting fome lines of his 
own, in which he deferibed a wounded foldierexpiring af¬ 
ter the fame manner, he rehearfed them, and they were 

r Tacit. Ann. lib. xv, cap. (3—%. 

the 
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the lad words he uttered 1 (H). Senecio, Quinflianus, 
and Scevinus, fuflered death with a fpirit far different from 
the former effeminacy of their lives- The other eonfpira- 
tors were put to death, withoutfpcakingor doing anything 
worthy of notice. 

AntoniuB Natalis and Cervarius Proculus were pardoned, 
in confidcration of*their early confeffion and difeovery. 
Wilichus the freedman was amply rewarded, and tumour, 
ted with a Greek name, fignifying Proteftor. Granius Sil- 
vanus, one of the tribunes of the praetorian guards, obtain¬ 
ed his pardon; but foon after, fcorning to owe his life to 
tfie tyrant, fell by his own Hand. All the friends of Se¬ 
neca, though rather calumniated than convicted, were con¬ 
demned to banilhment. Csefonius Maximus, and Cadicia, 
the wife of Scevinus, were driven out of Italy, and only 
by their puniftunent knew that they had been charged as 
criminals. The accufation againlt Attilia, Lucan’s mother, 
was dropped; fo that without being cleared, fhe efcaped 
unpunilhed ■. 

The confpiracy being entirely fuppreffed, and the con- Hirt- 
fpirators fen tc need to death or banifhment, Nero affembled war* t/u 
the foldiery, bellowed on each the fum of two thoufand i ”J lru ' 
nummi a man, and ordered them to be thenceforth fup- 
plied with corn at the public expence. Upon Petronius “ 
Turpilianus, Cocceius Newa, and Tigcllinus, he decreed 
triumpha^ornaments, as a reward for their zeal inprofecut- 
ing the* confpirators: he alfo caufed triumphal ftacues to be 
erefted in the forum to the two latter, and their images to 
be placed in the palace ; \ diltmdtion feldom granted, and 
only to perfons of the greateft merit. Nymphidius was 
diltinguifiied with the confular ornaments. 

The emperor having thus rewarded the inffruments of his 
tyranny, affembled the fathers, and acquainted them with 
the late tranfaftions. To the people likewife. he addreffed 
an cdi£t upon the fame fubjeft, and publifiled the feveral 
evidences againft the confpirators, with their own confef- 
fions, in order to confute a rumour current among the po¬ 
pulace, that the plot was forged; and that Nero, merefy to 

* Tacit. Ann. lib. xv. cap. 70.' Idem ibid, cap. jj, 

fH) Suetonius, or whoever voked the beft of princes. Hi* 
elfe is the author of his life, informing falfly againft his own 
tells us, that his behaviour to> mother, will refledt eternal ig- 
wards Nero, who loved him, nominy on his memoiy (y). 
was fuch as would have pro¬ 
fs) Sueton. in Vit. Lucan, 

fatiatc 
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fatiate his cruelty, had facrificed fo many illuftrious citi- 
The fervilt zens. In the fenate, where the molt abjeft flattery pre- 
fiattery af vailed, every fenator, the more fenfibly he was affe&ed with 
the fenate. i nwar d grief for the, lofs of his friend^, or relations, the 
more outward joy and congratulations he exprefled. It 
was by the whole body decreed, that,public thankfgivings 
and oblations {hould be paid to all the deities, and particu- 
lar honours to the Sun, who having a chapel in the circus, 
where the parricide was to be perpetrated, had brought to 
light the dark contrivances of the confpirators; that the 
Circenfian games {hould be folemnized with extraordinary 
pomp ; that the month of April, in which the confpirary 
was detected, {hould in future bear the name of Nero j and 
that a temple {hould be erefled to the goddefs Salus or 
Safety, in the place whence Scevinus had taken the dagger. 
The dagger itfelf was by Nero dedicated in the Capitol, with 
this infcription, “ To Jupiter the Avenger.” 

Hero re- Nero, now delivered from all his fear, devoted himfelf 
fumeihis again to his harp. As the time approached for difputing 
harp-, the prizes in the quinquenfaial games, the fenate, to pre¬ 
vent Nero from appearing there as a competitor, offered 
him the prize of mufic, and alfo the crown of eloquence : 
but the emperor replied, that he needed not their partiality; 
fince he was a match for all his competitors, and would 
only, by the juft deterrninatiem of the judges, obtain the 
endap- praife and recompence of his {kill. He appeared therefore 
pears on publicly upon the ftage, and rehearfed a poem of his own 
the ftage as coin pofing ; but the populace applauding him, and begging 
“tor for the wou '^ difplay all his ftudies (for tbefe -were their words), 

prize*. he entered the great theatre, and appearing amongft the 
common harpers and minllrels, contending with them for 
the prize with fuch eagernefs and anxiety, that he never 
ventured to fit down, however facigued, that being contra¬ 
ry to the eftablifhed laws of the harp, nor to fpit, nor to 
wipe the fweat from his face, except only with his arm. 
In the end, fupplicating the multitude with his knee bent, 
aiijj his hands lifted up, according to the cuftom of the 
common players, he waited with awe sand reverence the de¬ 
termination of the judges. The common people of Rome 
mppla^ded him with loud Ihouts, and clapping of hands ; 
but the inhabitants of the municipal cities of Italy, who ftill 
retained the fevere manners of the ancients, and fuch as 
came from remote provinces, and attended then at Rome 
upon embaflies, or their own private affairs, could not be¬ 
hold without indignation, the fovereign of Rome thus de¬ 
bating himfelf upon the ftage, and much lefs join thofe 
who applauded this his ftiameful humiliation, They were 

therefore 
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' therefore frequently beaten by the foldiers, who Hood in 
groups among the crowd, to obferve the behaviour of the 
Ipeftators b (I)- 

This year the death of Poppsea, Neso’s wife, filled Rome TieJtatk 
in appearance with grief and mourning, but in reality with 9 f Pott*** 
much joy ; for (he wis no lcfs abhorred than her hufband, 

On account of her lewdiiefs and cruelty. She was killed 

f y Nero himfelf with a kick on the belly, when ffle was 
regnant, for finding fault with him, as Suetonius tells 
• tis, upon his coming home late c ; or becaufe fhe rallied 
him, as we read in Dio Caflius d , upon his (kill and addrefs 
in chariot-driving. Her body was not burnt, according to 
the Roman cuftom -, but after the manner of foreign mo- 
narchs, embalmed and depofited in the fcpulehre of the 


b Tacit. Anna), lib. vvi. cap. j. c Suet, cap. 35. * Dio, 

lib. lxii. p. 71. = Tacit. Annal. lib. xvi, cap 6. 


(I) Nero, encouraged with 
the applaufe of the multitude, 
appeared thenceforth almnlt 
every day on the ftage, inviting 
not only the fenators and 
knights, but likewife the pn- 
pulace, and the rvhnle rabble 
of Rome, tg hear him, rhouglT 
he performed for the 1110ft part 
in the theatre, which he had 
built iu the palace. He ot^en 
kept the audience iK)t only the 
whole day, but the night too; 
for till he was tired, and gave 
over, no one was allowed to de¬ 
part upon any occ.ilion, how¬ 
ever neceffary and urging: in- 
fomuch that women are laid to 
have been delivered in the 
theatre, and feveral perfons ft) 
tired, that finding the gates of 
the palace flint, they either 
leaped privately over she wall, 
or in order to be carried out, 
pretended to be in afwoon (1) ; 
fume by never ilirring night nor 
day from their feats, were feized 
with mortal diftempers, which 
however they dreaded lefs than 
the prince’s refentment, which 


they unavoidably incurred by 
their abfence : befides the fe¬ 
veral concealed and private ob- 
fervers, employed to mark the 
carriage of the audience, there 
were numbers of open fpies, 
who publicly fet down the 
names ot fuch as were prefent, 
obferved their countenances, 
and noticed all thefymptoms of 
pleafurc or diftatisfarfiun in 
every one prefent: the vulgar 
were immediately punillied by 
the foldiery for the lead inat¬ 
tention ; towards perfons of 
rank the emperor’s refentment 
was tor the prefect fmothcred, 
but vented at lalt in a more 
dreadful manner.’ We are told, 
that Vefpalian, afterwards em¬ 
peror, was not only bitterly.re- 
proached by Phoebus, Nero’s 
Freedman, but charged as a cri¬ 
minal, for having nodde^ whiles 
the emperor was finging : this 
inattention would have cod him 
his life, had not his friends, 
men of great rank and merit, 
employed their prayers and me¬ 
diation in his behalf. 


(;} Sueton. cap. 13. 
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Julian family. Her obfequies were celebrated with the Ut- 
molt pomp, and her panegyric pronounced from the public 
roftrum by the emperor himfelf e (K). Soon after he mar¬ 
ried Statilia Meffalin?, the widow of the late conful Atti- 
cus Veftinus, and descended from Statilius Taurus, who 
had been twice conful in the reign of Auguftus. She too, 
as appears from ancient medals f , was honoured with the 
title of Augulta. 

Not long after the death of Poppsea, Nero devoted to 
deftruftion two of the greateft men in Rome, Caius Caf- 
Jmwj'Si- Cus Longinus, a learned civilian, and L. Junius Silanus 
Umus tm- Torquatus; the former for his great wealth, and the e»- 
dtmnedi cmplary gravity of his manners; the latter, becaufe he was 
related to the Csefars, and for his modefty, and other emi¬ 
nent qualities, judged by the Roman people worthy of the 
empire. Caffius was blind, very aged, and led a retired 
life, as did likewife Silanus, though in the prime of his 
youth, having from the late bloody cataftrophe of his uncle 
Torquatus, who had affiimed the demeanour of a prince, 
learned to Ihun all outward appearance of grandeur. How¬ 
ever, the very fame imputations, which had been formerly 
urged againft his uncle, were advanced againft him ; that 
he afpired at the fovereign power, affefted more majefty 
and flate than became a private citizen, kept about him 
men with the title of principal fecretaries, procurators, 
auditors of the revenues, and treafurers ; names and offices 
of imperial grandeur, which he already perfonated : impu¬ 
tations utterly falfe and groundlqfs. 
and Coffins To Caffius, Nero objected, that among'lt the images of his 
Longinui, anceftors, he preferved in the higheft reverence that of 
Caius Caffius, thus inferibed, “ The leader of the party.” 
At the fame time he fuborned certain perfons to accufe 
Lepida, the wife of Caffius, and aunt to Silanus, of being 

• Tacit. Ann. lib. xvi. cap. 6. f Goltz, p. 46. 

(K) Pliny allures us, that of her beauty. Upon the death 
more perfumes were burnt at of Poppasa, Nero intended to 
her funeral than Arabia Felix marry A ntunla c he daughter of 
a produced in a year (1). She Claudius, and his own filler by 
confiJutly kept and carried adoption; but lhe declined the 
about with her, if Dio Caffius match, and was on that account 
is to be credited £2), five hun- by his orders put to death, on 
dred affes, and daily bathed in pretence lhe had been concerned 
their milk for the prefervation in the confpiracy of Pifo (3). 

(1) Plin, lib. xii. cap, 18, (1) Dio, lib. lxi. p, 72. (1) Suet, 

cap. jj. 

guilty 
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fcbilty of I’nceft with her nephew, and praflidng magical 
files of a mifchievous tendency. Againlt Calfius and Si l a- 
ftus the fenate pronounced lenience of perpetual banilji- 
Inent, but referred the puitilhment o/ Lepida to the judg* 
ment of the emperor. Caitiuii was tranfported into Sardi¬ 
nia, and in refpeft jo his great age, the tfiort remains of 
his Fife were fpareri. Silanus was conveyed to Oftia, and 
Afterwards confined in Barium, a city of Apulia, wAiere a 
pfenturion, commilfioned to put him to death, advifed him 
to cut his veins. Silanuf anfwered, that he was not fond 
of life j but that no executioner {hould have the gloTy of 
pitting him 10 death. In confequcuce of this declaration, 
the centurion ordered his men to fecure him ; buc Silanus, 
Who was a young man of great ftrength, refolute and dar¬ 
ing, though destitute of arms, made a vigorous rcfift- 
ance, till lie fell by the centurion, under a multitude of 
Wounds * (L). 

( Tacit. Annal. lib.xvi. cap. 7, g. 


(L) With no lefs intrepidity 
died Lucius Vetus, and his mo¬ 
ther-in law Sextia, with Pollu- 
tia his daughter Nero had 
long hated them as Handing re¬ 
proaches upon him for the mur¬ 
der of Rubellius Plautus, thd* 
hulband ot Pollutia, and fon-in- 
law to Vctus. He therefore 
fa horned a Freedman of Vctus 
to accufe him, and then fenf a 
guard ot foldiers to feizc him at 
one of his feats in the neigh¬ 
bourhood ot Formiar. His 
daughter Pollutia flew to 
Naples, where the emperor 
then was; and endeavoured to 
mollify him by fupplicarions ; 
but finding him implacable, the 
returned to her father, and ac¬ 
quainted him, that he ijiuft ba- 
nilh all hope, and with intrepi¬ 
dity meet a fate, which he 
could not avoid. He accord¬ 
ingly dillributed amongft his 
dnmeftics whatever fums of mo¬ 
ney were then in his pofleffion, 
and at the fame time ordered 
them to remove and appro¬ 


priate to themfelves the rich 
furniture of his villa. Then 
retiring with his mother-in-law 
Sextia, and his daughter Pnllu- 
tia, into a private apartment, 
they all three opened their veins 
in the fame chamber, with the 
fame inflrument; and were con¬ 
veyed into a warm bath, where 
they bled to death (1). 

P. Gallus, a Roman knight, 
formerly intimate with Fenius 
Rufus, and a friend to Verus, 
was banilhed. To the freed- 
tnan, the accufer, a place was 
afligned in the theatre among 
the officers of the tribunes of 
the people. ■ 

As the name of April had 
been already changed into tjiat 
of Nero, the name of lVfay inttf 
that of Claudius, fo Was the 
name ofl une now changed into, 
that of Germanieus, CoKieftut 
Orfltus moving, that the name 
of June ffioutd be aboliflied, 
fiflee two of the Junii Torquati, 
already executed for tremfon, 
had rendered it abominable ( jJ. 


(1) Tacit. Ann. lib xvl. cap, 10,11, i) Idem ibid, sap, ij. 
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This year Campania was ravaged with dreadful tempeds, 
and violent whirlwinds; whole villages were overturned, 
plantatibns torn up, and the fruits of the earth dedroyed. 
At the fame time a terrible pedilence raged at Rome, 
and fwept away in a dhort fpace above thirty thoufand per- 
fons of all ranks and conditions. The fenators and knights 
were lefs pitied, as our hiftorian obfeVves, fmce by a con¬ 
tagion common to all, they efcaped falling by the cruelty 
of the l prince. Nero, after fo many accumulated a£U of 
tyranny, (hewed this year fome compaflion to the inhabit¬ 
ants of Lyons, whom he prefented with a large fum to re¬ 
pair the damage their city had differed by fire. 

In the following confulfhip of C. Suetonius Paulinus and 
ptr/eas put C. Lucius Telefinus, Sofianus, who had been condemned, 
is death. t(J p ei p e t U al baniftiment, for fome virulent verfes compos¬ 
ed againd Nero, having infinuated himfelf into the friend- 
ihip of Pammenes, who was an exile in the fame place, 
and celebrated for his knowlege in the myfterics of aftro- 
logy, obferved that mefiengers were daily arriving to con- 
fult him, and at the fame time learned that a yearly ftipend 
was allowed him by P. Anteius. Upon this intelligence, 
he intercepted letters from Anteius, and even dole the 
papers containing the calculation of his nativity, and a 
fcheme drawn, concerning the birth and fortune of Odo- 
rius Scapula. He then wrote ( to the emperor, that he had 
important difcoveries to communicate ; for Anteius and 
Odorius were meditating fome dangerous attempt upon the 
date, and diving into their own dedihy, and that of Cxfar. 
Light vefiels were immediately-difpatcjied, and Sofianus 
was, with all poflible expedition, transported to Rome; 
where, upon the firft divulging of his difcovpry, Anteius 
fealed his lad tcdament, being advifed by Tigellinus to lofe 
no time, and then fwallowed a draught of poifon; but 
growing impatient of its flow operation, he hadened his 
death by opening his veins. 

Odorius was then at one of his villas, on the borders of 
Liguria, whither a centurion was fent with orders to kill 
him immediately: for Odorius was a man of extraordinary 
valour, of prodigious drength, great experience in war, 
eminently qualified for thucommand*of an army, and had 
been*diftinguiflicd in Britain with a civic crown: hence 
Nero, who ever fince the difcovery of the late confpiracy, 
jived under continual apprehenfion, fearing that brave 
pfficer fliould take arms againd him, was glad of any pre- 
ef Oflariui tence to ta ' ce l 1 * 3 awa Y- The centurion, having fecured all 
Mtlla. A-' the avenues to the villa, acquainted Odorius with the em¬ 
peror’s orders, which were no fooner Ggnified to him, than 

turning 
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turning againft himfclf that bravery which he hact fo often 
exerted againft the enemy, he opened his veins, without 
betraying the lead concern or difmay: but as the bJood 
flowed ilowly, he (jifpatched himfclf with a poniard, order¬ 
ing one of his ilaves to hold up the weapon fteadily; then 
grafping and ftrengthening the Have’s hand with hi3 own, 
he ran his throat upon the fatal fteel. Within the compafs 
a few days, Annseus Mella, Cerealis Anicius, Rufus 
jprifpinus, and Caius Fetronius, underwent the fame 
Moody fate (M). 

W After 


;-*■ ,(M) Caiui Petronius, to 
'Whom feme learned critics a- 
jfcribe the fragments equally 
elegant and obfeene, which 
have reached our times, was a 
man entirely abandoned to vo- 
luptuoufnefs. He walled the 
day in deep, and the night in 
revels: as others had by in* 
dultry acquired a name and 
Charadler, Petronius Was, by 
Isis fignal floth and indolence, 
failed to notice and fame; he 
indulged himfelf in all the 

f aieties and delights of life; 

ut, at the fame time, had the 
prudence to keep within bounds, 
and Dot fquander away his eftate. 
Neither was he a lljve to lift 
grofl'er appetites; but exceed¬ 
ing curious and refined in his 
luxury : his behaviour was ex¬ 
tremely obliging and polite; 
his wit, in which he excelled 
all men of his time, natural 
and artlefs; and all his aftions 
ivere accompanied with a cer- 
f tain air of negligence. Hnw- 
' ever, he difeharged the procon- 
fular government of Bitfiynia, 
and foon after the conlulfhip 
itfelf, with great reputation, 
i {hewing himfelf in both thefe 
employments, equal to the ma- 
i nagement of the greateft affairs. 

■ Then returning to his Former 
vices, he was by Nero admitted 
to a great intimacy, nothing 
appearing to the emperor ele¬ 


gant and polite, but what was 
recommended to him by the 
tafte and approbation of Petro¬ 
nius. This connexion Tigelli- 
nus could not endure; and 
therefore to get rid of one, who 
in credit was his rival, and in 
the (cience of pleafures his fu- 
perior, had recourfe to the 
cruelty and jealoufy of the 
prince, twu paiSons to Which 
all others gave room. He ac- 
cufed Petronius of having lived 
in great intimacy with the con- 
fpirator Scevinus; fuburned one 
of his Haves to confirm the 
charge, and precluded him from 
all means of defence. Nero 
happened at that time to be up¬ 
on the road to Campania, and 
PetroniuB, having accompanied 
him as far as Cumse, was there 
by his order arretted. With¬ 
out flattering himfelf with vain 
hopes, or condefcending to in¬ 
treaties, he forthwith refolved 
to prevent his fentence by a vo¬ 
luntary death, which he under¬ 
went in a manner altogether 
new, but well Tutted to the life 
he had led ; for having ordered 
his veins to be cut, he diiPnot 
fliew any eagernefs to pur an 
end to his agonieB, but dire&cd 
them to be clnfed again, and 
then opened by intervals, juft aa 
hit fancy moved him, difeourf- 
ing the whole time with hit 
friends, not upon ferieui Tub- 
D » jodb. 
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Alter the daughter of fo many illuftrious men, Nero at 
length, attempted, fays our hiftorian, to extirpate virtue it- 
Th'afta (elf in the perfons of Bareas Soranus, and Thrafea Pitas, 
and Sura- long G nee the obje&s of his hatred. 'J’hrafea had with* 
«" «"*/- drawn from the fenate, as we have related, when the affair 
of Agrippina came under debate. At the (ports, called Ju- 
Crimti laid venales, he could not approve of the emperor’s adling and 
it thtir tinging upon the Itage: when the fenate intended to con- 

thargt. gemn Anriftius the prator to death for a virulent fatire 

compofed againft Nero, be propofed a mitigation of the 
fentence, and carried it: when divine honours were de¬ 
creed to Poppaea, he abfented himfelf, and declined attend¬ 
ing her funeral: he had not in three years once attended 
the fenate; and though invelfed with the quindecimviral 
prieltood, had never made oblations for the fafety of the 
prince, and the prefervation of his heavenly voice. Thefe 
were the crimes urged againft Thrafea by Capita Coflutia- 
nus, and Marcellus Eprius, two notorious informers. Ofto- 
rius Sabinus, a Roman knight, undertook the talk of accuf- 
in Bareas Soranus : the crimes imputed to him, were his 
frieodfhip with Plautus, who had been murdered by Nero’s 
orders in Alia, and his intrigues with the Aftatics, while 
he governed them in quality of proconful, in order to en¬ 
gage them in a revolt. But his real crimes were, his hav¬ 
ing governed Afia with remcrkable vigilance and juftice 
his opening the port of Ephefus, a work greatly applauded 
by the AGatics, and his leaving the inhabitants of Perga- 
rmis unpunifhed for oppoGng Acratus, one of Nero’s freed- 
meu, when he endeavoured td ftrip their city of all its 
pictures and ftatues. The junfture Nero chofe for deftroy- 
ing thefe two great men, was that of the arrival of Tiri- 
dates to receive the crown of Armenia, either becaufe the 

jeAs, as if he aimed at the natural. In his laft will, he 
glory of coplhuicy in braving flattered neither Nero nor Ti- 
death, but upon indifferent mat- gellinus, nor any of the great 
ters, hearkening with attentiun men in power, as moft others 
t» gay epigrams, love-verfes, had done; but under feigned 
and entertaining dories: fome name? of harlots and catamites, 
of his Haves he rewarded with deferibed the fecret abomina- 
boufcties, others he punifKed tions of the emperor; tranfmit- 
with ftripes; he even diverted ted to him this pifture of him- 
himfelf with walking out, and felf carefully fealed; and then 
refrelhed himfelf wifh tleep, that broke his iignet, that it might 
his death, though ip reality vio- not after his death become a 
lent, might.appear altogether fnare to the innocent (i). 

(i) Tacit. Ann. lib. xvi. cap, sfi— ij. 
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public attention would be wholly engaged in that fpedtacle; 
©r bccaufe Nero meant, on that occafion, to difplay his 
$reatnefs and power, by the llaughter of the two'mod 
llluftrious men in*the whole empire. -While the whole city 
Stacked to fee a foreign king, Thrafea received orders not 
Ofenttend his entry.* In confequence of this order, be ad- 
4 * fled a memorial to Nero, befeeching the emperor to 
Acquaint him with (he allegations againft him, and offering 
Jo vindicate himfclf, were he but apprifed of the charge. 
|wero received the remonftrancc greedily, hoping that Thra- 
jea, under the appreheniion of his impending fate, might 
'lhave written fomething tending to the glory of the prince, 
.and his own difereditj but finding himfelf disappointed, 
and dreading the countenance, the high fpirit, and fee 
Speech of a man fo generally efteemed and revered, he 
ordered the fenate to be fummoned. 

Thrafea having affembled his friends and relations to 
confult, whether he fhould attempt a defence, or be filent, 
Rulticus Arulanus, a young man of great courage, and one 
of the tribunes of the people, who affifted sit the conlulta- 
tion, offered to oppofe the decree of the fenate: but Thra¬ 
fea would not allow him to purfue fuch methods as would 
» in the end prove fatal to his own life. Next day, two co¬ 
horts of the prattorian guards furrounded the temple of 
Venus, where the fenate was to meet; all the avenues to 
it were belet with men in their gowns, the common drefs 
of the city, but armed with fwords, which they took no 
care to conceal; the gredfcfquares, and temples, were filled 
with bands of foldiers under arms. Through thefe the fe- 
nators pafled to the aflembly, where, after a fpeech fent 
to them by Nero, and read by his quwftor, in which he 
# openly declared what he required of them, they condemn¬ 
ed Thrafea, Soranus, and his daughter Servilia, but grant¬ 
ed them the choice of their own deaths. The charge 
brought againft Servilia was, that fhe had chufulted the 
magicians: this fhe did not deny; but declared, at the 
fame time, that her confutation had been confined to she 
conservation of her own family,-whether the wrath of Nero 
might not be appeafefi, and whgther any tragical judgment 
would follow the cognizance of the fenate 

Farther than this fhe had not inquired s hut neverthelefs 
fhe was brought into the fenate, and arraigned by Oftorius 
Sabinus, who queftioned her, whether fhe had not convert¬ 
ed into money all her ornaments, to defray the expenre of 
magic rites and facrifices. To this queftion young Servilia, 
(for file was under twenty), embracing the altars, with a 
liood of tears, anfwered, that the whole of her confulta- 
D 3 tion 
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lion had been to know, whether the emperor, and the fa¬ 
thers of the fenate, would to her dear and indulgent parent, 
overwhelmed with terror, gracioufly afford prote&ion and 
fafety. With this view, faid fhe, I prefen ted the diviners, 
men till now utterly unknown to me, with my jewels, ap¬ 
parel, and the other ornaments peculiar to my quality, as I 
would have prefented my blood and life, had my blood and 
life b£en required. But whatever this my conduft was, my 
unfortunate father was an utter ftranger to it; and, if it is 
a crime, I alone am the delinquent. Thefe words alarmed 
Soranus, who interrupted her while ihe was yet uttering 
them, crying out, that as Ihe was notfuppofed to be guilLy 
of the crimes laid to his charge, her caufe ought to be dis¬ 
joined from his; that his own fate, whatever it fliould 
prove, he was ready to undergo ; but hoped, that in the 
danger of the father they would not involve the innocent 
daughter. Having thus fboken, he was haftening to em¬ 
brace his daughter, whq flew to meet him j but the con- 
ful’s li£tors interpofed h , 

Sentence was no fooner pronounced againft the pretend¬ 
ed criminals, than the quseflQr was difpatched to Thrafea, 
who was then in his gardens, reafoning with Demetrius, a 
Cynic philofopher, about the nature of the foul, and its 
departure from the body. While he was intent upon this 
difeourfe, Domitius Gsecilianus, one of his mpft intimate 
friends, arrived, and related to him what the fenate had 
Vhrafta't decreed, Thrafea heard him, without betraying, either in 
magnani ■ his voice or countenance, the lead concern; only turning to 
his friends, who came with Caecilianus, he embraced them, 
took his laft farewell, and prefled them forthwith to retire, 
left they (hould, for their unfeafonable companion, be in¬ 
volved in the fame fate. His wife Arria was very earned 
to follow the example of her mother, who bore the fame 
name, and was wife to Cecina Pxtus, with whom fhe 
died, as w 4 have related elfewhere; but Thrafea would 
not, by any means, allow her to (hare in his fate, befeech- 
ing her to preferve her life, and not deprive their daughter 
of her only remaining refuge. He l then went into a gal¬ 
lery, and there the quxftqr delivered in form the fentence 
of the fenate, which he immediately put in execution, re¬ 
tiring into his chamber with Helvidius, his fon-in-Jaw, De¬ 
metrius, and the quxftor, in whofe prefence he ordered the 
veins of both his arms to be cut. As the blood fprung, he 
called the quxftor nearer, and fprinkling the floor with it. 
Let us (faid he to him) make this libation to Jupiter tho 

Tacit. Amish Hb. xv(. cap, ao-T-33. 


Deliverer, 



39 


The Roman Hijtory, 

; Deliverer. Behold, young man; may the gods avert the 
omen ! but you are born in fuch times, as require you to 
fortify your mind with examples of couftancy.” So faying, 
he was feized with convulfions, and expired *. 

Soon after the death of Thrafea, Nero, to divert the at- 7 rriJatn 
tention of the public from their domeftic calamities, re- rrnvnti 

J ived Tiridates with all the pomp of majefty and grandeur hm cf/tr- 
aginable, and crowned him, in one of the great fq'uares, * 
ig of Armenia. This was the molt magnificent and 
mpous ceremony that had ever been feen in Rome ; but 
|as we have already dcfcribed it, we fiiall only add here, that 
: Nero allowed him, during his ftay at Rome, eighty thou- 
fand nummi a-day, and loaded him, at bis departure, with 
prefents of immenfe value (N). Nero folicited Vologefes, 
brother to Tiridates, and king of the Farthians, to come 
likewife to Rome; but in vain, Vologefes only replying, 
that Nero might, with lefs trouble, croft the Mediterra¬ 
nean, and come into Alia, where he would endeavour to 
• meet him. The emperor, piqued at this anfwer, refolv- Km n- 
ed to make war upon the Parthian j and, with this view, 
made great preparations; ordered the flower of the armies ^ t ktPir- 
in lllyricum, Germany, and Britain, to march towards the thianj j 
kingdom of Albania; and raifed a new legion of Italians, 
each man fix feet high, which he called the Legion of 
Alexander the Great*. But upon intelligence that the hutrhmgn 
Parthian king was inflexible, and prepared on his fide for 
a vigorous defence, he thought it advifeable to leave the 
glory of conquefl^, and mvarlike exploits, to others, and 
confine his ambition to the unprincely honour of playing, 

Tinging, and afting upon the luge. 

As the time for the celebration of the Olympic games m< ip a jks • 
approached, he left Italy, and pafled into Greece, with a inn emit. 
defign to gain the refutation of the bed harper, finger, 
after, and charioteer in the whole Roman empire. The 

i Tacit. Annal. lib. xvi. cap. s»— jj. fc Dio, lib. lain, 

p- 71 y. Suet. cap. 19. m 

(N) The Armenian, who verfel peace, as appears from a 
was a good courtier, had flat- medal, dated the thirteenth year 
tered the vain prince, and pre- of his reign, which did mot bt* 
tended to be raviihed with his gin tiH the month of Oftober, 
harmonious voice, and the (kill before which time, that is, in 
he difplayed in chariot-driving, the month of May, the Jews, 

After the coronation of Tiri- miferably opprefied by their go- 
dates, Nero (hut up the temple vernors, efpecially Florus, had 
of Janus, in token of an uni- taken arms (1). 

(1) VideP. Pagi, Ann. 71. 

D 4 Greeks, 
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Greeks, who furpaffed all other nations in flattery, under? 
Handing that the emperor piqued himfelf upon his fkill in 
playing upon the harp, had difpatched ambafl'adors to him 
with all the crowns dgfigned by their fevtyal cities for fuch 
players ; an honour which was fo acceptable to Nero, that 
he not pnly gave their me (lingers 'audience before any 
Others, but admitted them to an entertainment, which he 
had prepared for his molt intimate friends. On this occa- 
fion, one of them having intreated him to ling a fong, he 
immediately complied with his requeft, and was fo capti¬ 
vated with fheir extravagant flattery, that he cried out, 
“ T)je Greeks alone have a good ear; none hut they un? 
derftand mufic,” In a few days he fet put for Greece, lead¬ 
ing with hint, fays Dio Callius, fuch multitudes, as might 
have eafily reduced the Rarthians, and all the nations of the 
Baft, had they not, like their general, been deflitute of all 
courage, and armed only wjth.harps, fiddles, malks, buf- 
kins, and other theatrical implements. With this army he 
embarked, and landing at Caflippe, immediately began to 
fiog before the altar of Jupiter Caflius. Thence he ad¬ 
vanced into the heart of Greece, playing, finging, and act¬ 
ing in all the cities, through which he palled. But in the 
following year, Capito and Rufus being confuls, he chiefly 
exerted his lkill at the Olympic games, wh.ere, to the eter¬ 
nal ignpminy of the Roman n9pnc, the head of the empire 
Was not afhamed to.appear, as a competitor, .fmong the 
comrnon harpers, players, and charioteers- He won the 
prize of mufic, by corrupting, was commonly believed, 
either the judges, or his competitors. TWe prize of chariot¬ 
driving he evidently forfeited 5 for having attempted to 
drive with ten horfes, he was thrown off, and fo hurt, that 
thpugh he remounted, yet he was cnnftrained to defift, be^ 
fpre be liad finiflied the career. However, as he infilled 
uppn the judges excluding all cafual events and misfor¬ 
tunes, they decreed him-the prize, to his inexpreflible fa T 
ri&faflion (O), 

After 


(O) When the games were 
,over, Nero not only rewarded 
the jtfdges with the rights of 
koman citizens, and rich pre- 
fents, but retlored the whole 
province of Achaia to its an- 
eient liberty, taking upon him¬ 
felf the office of crier, and fo- 
lemnly proclaiming the freedom 
of the Achteans at Corinth on 


the day pf the I lib mi an games ; 
fothatfrom this timerheGreeks 
continued free from all kind of 
taxes, impofitions, and tributes, 
governing themfelves by their 
own laws, till the reign of Vef- 
pafian, who revoked all the 
privileges and exemptions grant¬ 
ed them by Nero, as Ga|ba ob¬ 
liged the judges to refund the 
vaft 
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After this conteft, be travelled all over Greece, not sintiin 
prompted by the commendable curioGty of vifiting the an- mifi if the 
Equities of that once celebrated country, but by the paltry """ * 
ambition of difpla^jng his Ikill and art in Cn g'ng. and play- Gr " ct ‘ 
ing upon the harp. He challenged every where the belt 
performers, and ne\pr failed being declared viflor; info- 
much that he is faid to have gained, in this progrefs, above 
eighteen hundred prizes. He tranfmitted a particufcr ac¬ 
count of each victory to the fenate, enjoining them to ac- 
knowlege the favours of the gods towards him with victims, 
oblations, and public proceflions, and to take care that the 
fame devotions were praftifed throughout the whole em¬ 
pire 1. That there might remain no monuments of other 
viftors, he commanded all their ftatues to be pulled down, 
to be dragged through the ftreets, and to be either dafhed 
to pieces, or thrqwn into the common fewers m . 

Loaded with the crowns and prizes, he confulted the Catifuhithe 
oracle at Delphi, and was warned by the pretended deity "^ ac,e . ^ 
of the place, To beware of feventy-thrce.” iNot refleiSt- e ^' u 
jng on Galba’s age, be imagined this to be the term of bis 
life, and conceived fo great aflurance of his living, and en¬ 
joying an uninterrupted happinefs till that age, that having 
foon after loft many fhings of great value by Ihipwreck, he 
confidently told his friends, that the very filh would bring 
them again ; nay, he was fo^pofiefled with this notion, that 
two years lifter, when tidings were brought him of the in- 
furreftions in feveral provinces, he was fo far from being 
alarmed, ttyat he feemed jathef to rejoice at tliofe difturb- 
ances, fince they ■furnilhed him with a plnufible pretence 
pf feizing the eftates of the inhabitants. The Pythonefs he 
presented with a large fum, which Galba not long after ob¬ 
liged her tq refund n . This year Ceftius Gallus, governor 
of Syria, being defeated on tne eighth of November by the 
Jews, after he had raifed the fiege of Jerufalem, acquaint¬ 
ed Nero with his overthrow ; who appointed Mucianus go¬ 
vernor of Syria in his room, and advanced Flavius Vefpa- Veffafian 
harms to the command of the troops in that province. f tnt a S a, ’fi 

r ’ thejetvs. 

i Apoll. Ty. lib. v. csp. j. Dio, lib. vi. p. 313. Paufan, in Cor. 
m Suet. cap. 24. n Suet, cap? 40. Dio, p. 634. 

vail fums, with which the and people, Nero, when he de* 
chanting einperqr had prefented dared it free, bellowed upon 
them. As the province of them in its room the ifland of 
Achaia belonged to the fenate Sardinia (1). 

(1) Suet. lib. rt. cap. as. Din, lib. lxiii.p. 719. Paufan. in Cor. 

though 
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though he had not long before forbid him hit prefence, and 
threatened him with deftruftion, for haring nodded while 
he was Gnging on the ftage 

Before he left GrCtce, he undertook t6 cut the ifthmus, 
in order to open a communication between the Ionian and 
JE gxan feat, and by thefe meant jfrevent the frequent 
wrecks that happened on the coaft of Peloponnefus. "With 
this view, as he was always ready to attempt what was ge¬ 
nerally deemed impoffible, he affembled his pnetorian 
guards, and encouraged them, with large promifes, to un¬ 
dertake the work. Having folemnly prayed that the defign 
might turn to his glory, and the advantage of the common¬ 
wealth, he ordered the trumpets to found, and advanced 
at the head of his guards, Gnging and dancing, to the place 
where the work was to begin. There, with a golden 
pick-ax, which the governor of the province prefented, he 
pretended to fet an example to others ; but being tired after 
three ftrokes, he carried away in a bafket the handful of 
earth he had moved, and polled to Corinth, as proud as if 
he had undergone the labours of Hercules- He ordered the 
prifoners from all parts to be tranfported into Greece, and 
to be condemned only to this work. But either the infur- 
mountable difficulties that occurred, or the troubles which 
began to break 'out, or were apprehended about this time, 
obliged Nero to drop the erttcrprize, though hp was with 
fuch ardour and eagernefs determined upon the execution 
of it, that he would rather have renounced the harp for 
ever, than feen his favourite prijjefl: thi^ defeated v. 

As he wanted money to fupply his prodigality, and de¬ 
fray his exorbitant expences, he plundered firft the province 
of Achaia, putting, under various pretences,' fuch of the 
Greeks to death as were thought wealthy, and feizing their 
eftates. From Achaia he extended his rapine to Italy and 
Rome, where all the riches of the known world centered. 
He had taken with him into Achaia fuch of the fenatorial 
and equeftrian order as were conGderable for their birth, 
virtue, or fortunes, with a defign to difpatch' them at a dis¬ 
tance from Rome, and confequently With more fafety and 
Jefs noife j fo that tidings were daily brought to the city of 
the dfeath of fome of her moft illultrious citizens, and or¬ 
ders to Helius, a freedman of the emperor Claudius, whom 
he had appointed governor of Rome, to feize their eftates ; 
for this year Nero iffued an ediQ, declaring, contrary to 

" Jofepb. Bell. Jud- lib. ii. rap. 40. Tacit. Ann- lib.xvi. cap. 31. 
r Suet. cap. 31. Lucian, Nero, p. 143, 

the 
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the cuftom which had hitherto obtained, the eftates confis¬ 
cated even of thofe who anticipated their Sentence by a vo¬ 
luntary death. 

Of the many gteat men who Suffered this year, none was 
more generally lamented than the brave Domitius Corbulo. 

He was equal, fays Tacitus, in courage, prudence, and ex- Th cba- 
perience, to the moft renowned commanders of ancient roSrr of 
Rome, and at the fame time a true pattern of the modefty, Corbulo. 
virtue, and integrity of the primitive citizens. He was 
adored for his unbounded generality, beneficence, and good¬ 
nature, even by the molt inveterate enemies of the Roman 
flame, who would readily have Submitted to Rome, had 
Rome been governed by a Corbulo. Nero, well acquainted 
with his good qualities, honour, and integrity, repofed in 
him an entire confidence, and invelted him with an unli¬ 
mited power in the Ealt, where he performed thofe exploits 
which we have deferibed in the hiltory of Armenia. Though 
he commanded a powerful army, entirely at hiB devotion, 
was by all judged the moll worthy of the fovereign power, 
and might have ealily Seized it, as he was equally admired 
by Romans and foreigners of every rank and condition j vet 
he never entertained the leail thought of railing himfelf to 
the empire. This inviolable fidelity to fo cruel a tyrant, fo 
worthlefs a prince, was the ( on!y circumltance which either 
Romans pr foreigners ever blamed in his character. To 
this Tirjdates alluded, when. Speaking of him to Nero, he 
told the emperor, that in Corbulo he had an excellent Have. 

This year Nero, paving rtfolved to deltroy Corbulo, whom 
he hated for his virtue and great abilities, wrote a letter to 
him, filled with the molt tender expreflions of friendlhip, 
and invited him into Greece, pretending an eager delire to 
fee one to whom he was fo highly indebted. Corbulo, 
judging of the emperor’s fincerity from the uprightnefs of 
his own heart, immediately departed for Greece :t>ut Nero, 
the inltant he was informed of his arrival at 'Genchrese, 

(he port of Corinth on the fide of the iEgtean Sea, difpatch- 
ed orders for his immediate execution; which were no 
fooner communicated to the brave general, than, drawing Hii diulh. 
his fword, he plunged it intta his breall, faying, that he 
well deferved to die; no doubt, on account of his ertfiulity* 
and inviolable attachment to fo vile a monfter ». Such 
was the end of the greatefl commander, and the belt man, 
in the whole Roman eri^pire ( QJ. j n 

q Dio, p. 6go. - 

( QJ He was beloved by the his utilhaken fidelity ; but hared 
emperor, fays Dio Catlius, for for bis virtue, of all crimes the 

greatefl. 
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In the fame year, Annaeus Comutus, one of the inoft 
learned 'men in Home, was baniihe.d to a defert ifland, for 
no other crime but the ftudy of philofopby, and profeffion 
of virtue (R). Nero* upon his leaving Rome, had com¬ 
mitted 


greateft. He left behind him 
an account of his wars, and 
other tranfaftions in the Eaft, 
which are frequently quoted by 
Pliny, but have not reached our 
times (i). 

(R) The famous poets Lucan 
and Perfius had been his difci- 
ples ; for he took great pleafure 
in inftrufting the Roman youth 
in the principles of the philnfo- 
phy or the Stoics, which he 
himfelf profefled. Perfius had 
a great veneration and dleem 
for him ; whence he left him by 
his laft will (for he died in the 
ninth year of Nero’s reign) fe- 
ven hundred volumes, and a 
confiderable fum of money, 
which lull he refiored to the 
heirs of the deceafed, being fa* 
tisfied with the books. He is 
faid to have advifed Perfius’s 
mother to fttpprefs feme poeti¬ 
cal compofitions, which her fon 
hud written in his youth (?.). 
Dio Cailius tells us (j), that 
Nero, having an inclination to 
write the Roman hillory in 
verfe, from the foundation of 
the city to his own time (foy he 
had fome geftius for poetry), 
and being told, that he could 
not, comprife it in fewer than 
four hundred books, confulted 
Comutus upon that fubjeft, who 
iinfwered. that the number df 
books Vus too great, and that 
no one would read them. This 
Nero did not refent, believing 


Comutus' only meant, that no 
one would read them on ac¬ 
count of their number. But one 
urging, that the books of Chry- 
fippus were more numerous, 
and yet generally read ; “ The 
books of Chryfippus (replied 
Cornutus), contain many ul’e- 
ful precepts, which ferve to 
improve both our manners and 
underftanding.” This anfwer 
provoked Nero to fuch a de¬ 
gree, that he was for having 
him immediately put to death ; 
but fevenil ofComutus’sfriends 
and difciples interpofing in his 
behalf, he was only banifhed. 
Aulus Gellius quotes certain 
comments upon Virgil, written 
by Annxus Cornutus, whom he 
hyles an illuflrious and learned 
grammarian (4) ; ahd likevvife 
his fecond book upon the fl¬ 
ares o[ rhetoric (5). Macro- 
ilts too fpecks of Annams Cor- 
nurus, as a man well lkilled in 
the Greek tongue. The trea- 
tife of the theology of the 
Greeks, which has reached our 
times, and paflesunder the name 
of Phornutus, is, by Theodoret 
and others, aferibed to Cornu¬ 
tus, From this work Porphy¬ 
rins pretends that Origen learnt 
to explain the Scripture by al¬ 
legories (6). It is certain, that 
Origen often makes ufe of the 
writings of Cornutus, to prove 
the tenets of the Chriftian reli¬ 
gion (7) ; but whether this be 


(*) Vide VolT, Hid. Lit. lib. i. cap- ay. Sc Noris, de Cenotaph. 
Piian. p.334. Ven. 1681, (,) Dio, p. 7 5. Perl. Vit. p W5 . 

(j) Dio, lib. Ixn. p. 71 j. (4) Aul. Gall, lib ii. cap. 6 . (t) Idem, 

lib. ix. cap, 10. (6) Eufeb. lib. vi. cap. 19. ( 7 ) Vide Hier. 

•p. 84. 
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AS 


mitted the government of the city, as we hare hinted be- Crueltits 
fore, to Helius, inverting him with an abfolute power over txtrtiftd 
all perfons, fenators not excepted, whom he was authorifed Ramt 
to banifh, condemn, and execute, without even acquaint- He/ilu 
ing the emperor with the crimes laTd to their charge, or t ^ re “ tm 
waiting for his confent. Helius, aihited by Polycletus, an¬ 
other freedman, ma’dc the fame dreadful havock of the Ro¬ 
man nobility at Rome, as his mailer did in Achaia. Vir¬ 
tue, quality, or wealth, were unpardonable crimes, and 
puniflied with death. Few noble families cfcaped the cru¬ 
elty of the emperor, or the imperial freedman. The latter, 
more cruel, if poflible, than Nero himfelf, cut off the neareft ‘ 
relations, and even the children of thofe he condemned ; 
executions which incenfed the city to fuch a degree, that a 

f erieral infurredion was apprehended. In this emergency, 

Ielius difpatched meffenger after meffenger to the empe¬ 
ror, reprefenting to him the Hate of affairs, and prefling 
him to return to the capital with all j^ilfible expedition! 

As Nero delayed his departure from day to day, and re¬ 
turned no other anfwcr to Helius, than that if he truly loved 
him, he could not envy him the glory he was daily acquir¬ 
ing in Greece, but would rather wilh that Nero might re¬ 
turn worthy of himfelf; the freedman left Rome unexped- 
edly, and arriving in feven days in Greece, fo alarmed the 
emperor with the exaggerased account he gave him of the 
general difeontent that reigned in the city, that he imme- Nertre- 
diately embarked for Italy. In his paffage, his fleet was tur " s !a 
difperfed by a violent ftorm, the Ihips, laden with all the 
wealth of Gieecs, were tart away, and he himfelf was in 
imminent danger of being loft with them. With much dif¬ 
ficulty he efcaped, and, upon his landing, caufed many of 
his numerous retinue (d be inhumanly maffacred, for hav¬ 
ing imprudently betrayed an appearance of joy, while he 
was in danger of perifhing 

He entered Naples through a breach in the.wall, accord- Hit entry 
ing to the cuitom of the vidlors in the Olympic games, and •”<* 

filu. Rami, 


r Dio, p. 713. Suet. cap. 13. 




the Anmeus Cnrnutus who was «Rome before the reign of Nero, 
banilhed by Nero, is much and wrote feveral philolbphical 
queftioned by the critics (8). (rafts. This we take to be the 
Suidas likewife mentions a phi- Armanis Cornutus menrioned by 
lofopher, named Cornutus, and Dio Caflius; but Suidas ia mif- 
born at Leptis in Libya, who, taken, in fuppofuig him to have 
according to him, came to been put to death by Nero. 


(,*) Vide VolT, Hid, Lat. lib. ii. cap. if. 


in 
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in the fame manner marched into Antium, Albanum, and 
Rome. He made his entry into the latter city in the tri¬ 
umphal chariot of Auguftus, pompoufly attired, having 
with him, in the fame chariot, another flayer upon the 
harp named Diodorus' wearing an Olympic crown on his 
head, and carrying a Pythic erown in his hand. Before 
him marched in great pomp, and richly drelfed, eighteen 
hundred perfons, each with a diadem in his hand, and un¬ 
der it an infcription, fignifying where it had been won, the 
name of the perfon whom the emperor had overcome, the 
fubjetfl and title of the fong, and fuch kind of important 
circumftanccs. His chariot was followed by the whole rab¬ 
ble of the city, exclaiming in derifion, that they were the 
folrliers of Auguftus, and claimed a fhare in the glory of 
the triumphant vKtor. From the Viva Sacra, the proceiBon 
turned to the circus, which Nero entered through a breach, 
having caufed one of the arches to be thrown down. Thence 
they proceeded by^he Velabrum, and the forum, to the pa¬ 
lace, and from the palace to the temple of Apollo, where 
he difplayed all his crowns, and ordered them to be carried 
from thence to his golden houfe, and there hung up round 
his bed, upon the many flatues which he had erefted to 
himfelf, in the habit and attire of a harper (S). Either 

this 


(S) The remaining part of 
this year he (pent in playing up¬ 
on the harp, linging and afting 
upon the lhige, not one of the 
nobility daring to beabfent up¬ 
on any pretence, from his thea¬ 
trical reprefentations, though 
they often lafted, not only the 
whole day, but the night. W e 
are rold, that he perfonated, 
with great art, Canace in la¬ 
bour, Oreftes murdering his 
mother, CEdipus pulling ouc 
his own eyes, and Hercules 
frantic; in which laft repre- 
fentarion a raw foldier, then, 
Upon guard, feeing the emperor' 
bound in chains, as the argu¬ 
ment required, and fuppofing 
it real violence, ran in, fword 
in hand, to his relief, and 
cleared the IUge, a circum- 
Hance which did not a little di¬ 
vert the weary multitude. While 


he was adling in a tragedy, the 
battoon happening to rail out of 
his hand, he betrayed fuch con- 
cer» and fear of forfeiting the 
reputation of an able aftor, that 
he could not purfue his part, 
till one of his fellow-actors af- 
fured him upon oath, that not 
one of the audience had taken 
the lealt notice of fo frqpll a 
fault, which was merely cafual. 
To preferve his voice, he ufed 
to lie conllantly on his back, 
with a thin plate of lead upon 
his ftomdeh, took frequently 
vomits and purging potions, and 
abdaining from all forts of 
fruit, and meats reputed pre¬ 
judicial to his voice : nay, he 
gave over at length, through 
tear of hurting hia voice, mak- 
ing fpeeches to the foldicry or 
fenate, contenting himfelf with 
figmfying his pleafurc to them 
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this or the preceding year, a confpiracy was formed again ft 
him by Vinicius. and difcovered at Beneventum ; and this 
is all we find concerning it in the hiftories of thofe times, 
which are ftill extant. 

The next eonfufs were Silius ItalicuS, the celebrated poet, 
and Galerius Trachalus *. In the courfe of this year, Nero, 
after having long fpofted with the blood of the human race, 
and made fpoil of the creation, was at length overtaken by 
the bloody fate which his enormous and crying iniquities 
deferred. His raging fury had quite exhaufted the patience 
both of Romans and foreigners, who were equally difpofed 
to a general revolution, and only wanted a perfon of con¬ 
fluence and experience to take the lead. The firft, who 
had courage enough to declare his generous rcfolution of re¬ 
deeming the world from the no lefs ignominious than ty¬ 
rannical yoke, under which it had groaned for more than 
thirteen years, was Julius Vindex, defcended from the an¬ 
cient kings of Aquitain, and at this time governor of Cel¬ 
tic Gaul. He was a true lover of his country, had on feve- 
ral occalions fignalized his courage, prudence, and expe¬ 
rience, in the military art, bore an utter averlion to llavcry, 
and was poflefled with an ardent ambition of tranfmitting 
his name to pofterity by fome commendable a£Hon '. We 
are told, that before he openly avowed his defign, he com¬ 
municated it to Galba, then governor of Hifpania Tarraco- 
ncnfis, whe neither countenanced nor difcovered it to Ne¬ 
ro ; but feveral governors of other provinces, to whom 
Vindex had imparted it by letters, immediately forwarded 
them to the cmpgror *. ^Though Galba did not at firft 

• Plin. lib. iii. ep. 7. Front. Aquaeduc. p. 119. Idatius, Sic. 
t Dio, lib. Ixiii. p. 714. Suet. cap. 40.#Tacit. Hid. lib. i. cap. 16. 
■> Plut. Vit. Galbae. 

in writing, orhy the mouth of tranfported with any fuddeu 
fome of his friends or freedmen. emotion, did not attend to hit 
After his return from Greece, admonitions, to flap his mouth 
he eltabliflied a new employ- with a napkin. The molt ef- 
ment, charging one, whom he feftual means of courting his 
called, with a name borrowed favour was, to commend Sis 
from the Greek tongue, his voice, to pretend raptures while 
phonafius, to take care of his holung, to appear dejedted, and 
voice. He would never fpeak be very importunate, ifhBpre- 
but in the prefence of this new tended, as he fometimes aid, 
officer, who was firft to admo- like other fingers, not to do 
nidi him, when he talked too what he was moft ardently de- 
loud, or drained himfelf; and firous of doing (1). 
afterwards, if the emperor, 

[1) Suet, cap. *j. 
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fl,ew himfelf inclined to favour the revolt, tat tjie braf 
Vindex, having about the beginning of March, affemblei 
the Gauls, harraffed and reduced to beggary, by heavy tri 
butes and impofiriona, communicated to, them his defign 
encouraged them to concur chearfully in his meafures, anc 
in a long fpeech difplayeri their many grievances, from 
which he faid there were no hopes of relief, fo long as then 
tyrannical and cruel oppreflor lived or reigned, 

His defign was univerfally applauded by the Gauls, who 
immediately flocked to him from all parts j infomuch, that 
though he had no Roman troops under his command, yet 
he found himfelf in a fliort time at the head of a hundred 
thoufand armed men. Thus ftrengthened, he wrote once 
mote to Gaiba, exhorting him to efpoufe the common 
caufe of mankind, and put himfelf at the head of the Gauls, 
who already conltituted a body of a hundred thoufand arm¬ 
ed men, and could, if neceffary, raife a greater force- At 
the lame time an exprefs arrived from the governor of Aqui- 
tain, demanding fucrours againft Vindex. Upon the re¬ 
ceipt of thel'e important difpatches, Gaiba aflembled his 
friends before he returned an anfwer to either of the meflen- 
gers. In the council they were almoft all of opinion, that 
he ought to be informed how Rome was inclined, before 
he declared : but Titus Vinius, tribune of the only legion 
in the province, darting up, ‘l What roam (faid he) is here 
for deliberation ? It is a crime even to queftiott, whether 
or not we lhall continue faithful to Nero, and as fuch it 
will be puniihed by him. There is no medium ; you mult 
either agree to the overture of Vindex,' and confider Nero 
as your declared enemy, or march this inftant againft a per- 
fon who had rather h#e Gaiba for emperor than Nero." 
This fpeech made a deep imprefiion upon the mind of Gai¬ 
ba, who was likewife animated by fcveral favourable omens,- 
and above all by a prediction, which was uttered about this 
time by a young virgin of great diftinftiou in Spain, and 
agreed exactly with anoiher. which had been delivered two 
hundred years before ; importing, that Spain ihould one 
dAy give a prince to Rome, and to c the world a fovereign. 
He therefore hefitated no longer; but appointed a certain 
, day for the Spaniards to meet at New Carthage, now Car- 
thagena. 

r lhe Spaniards, informed of the revolt in Gaul, and fuf- 
pe£ting his defign, obeyed the fummons with great alacrity} 
for they abhorred the very name of Nero, and flocked from 
all quarters to Carthagena, where Gaiba, afeending the 
tribunal, round which were placed the images of feveral 
illuftrious perfons, whom Nero had caufed to be inhumanly 

maflacred, 
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hiaflacled, openly declared his deOgn in afpeech add/effed 
to that numerous affsmbly; which he could not finiih, be¬ 
ing interrupted by the loud (houts and joyful acclama¬ 
tions of the multitude! faluting him with one voice, em¬ 
peror and Augullus. 

Galba, declining thefe fpecious titles, declared, that he He dtcBuel 
devoted himfelf to the fervice of his country, only as lieute- *** 1M1 1 f 
nant to the fenate and people w . Thus proclaimed, lie or- tm P tTtr - 
dered levies to be made throughout the whole province ; fe- 
le£ted a certain number of perfons of known prudence and 
experience, and with them formed a kind of fenate; ap¬ 
pointing a band of young knights, whom he called evocati, 
to guard the door of his chamber; and caufed edicts to be 
fixed up in every city of the province, inviting the inhabi¬ 
tants to join him,'and lend what aflillance they could to¬ 
wards the recovery of their liberty, and the fuccefs of an 
enterprize which 10 nearly concerned their intereft. Otho, 
who ftill governed Lulitania, was the firft who declared for 
Galba, fending him all his gold and lilver plate to turn into 
money ; and likewife his domeftics, who were more ac- 
cuftomed to a court, and knew better than Galba’s* how to 
ferve an emperor r . 

The firft tidings of the revolt of Vindex and the Gauls, Nero is mt 
came to Nero at Naples \ but he was fo far from being af- aff‘ 9 cd 
fedfed with-it, that he rather'feemed to rejoice at the news, 
as affording a plaufible pretence to plunder thofe wealthy t'/JIruo/t 
provinces ; fo that he continued to ling, play, and a£l upon tfVinitx, 
the ftage, as ufual, for eight days fucceffively, without iflu- 
ing any orders for luppreiling the revolt, or even writing or 
fpeaking to any perfon on thefubjeft: he was only once heard 
to fay, upon receiving letters of a later date, exaggerating 
the impending danger, that he would make Vindex and 
the Gauls pay dear for difturbing his plcafures. At length 
the edi£ts of Vindex, filled with mod bitter inveftives, 
roufed him fo far as to write to the fenate, rec&mmending 
to the fathers the revenging of the injuries offered to him, 
the fathers, and the whole republic, and excuGng his ab- 
fence with the pretence of an inflammation in his throat (T). 

* But 

• 

w Suet, in Gilba, cap. jo. Dio, lib. Ixiv. p. 73a. Plat- in Galb. 

* Suet, in Galba, cap. io, k Plut. in Vic, Oth. 


(T) He refented nothing fo 
much as VindeX’s calling him, 
in one of his cdi£ts, an utdkilful 
harper, and A henobarbus inllead 
of Nero. He declared, that he 
Vox.. XUf. 


would quit his adopted name, 
and refume that of his family, 
iince they reproached him with 
it, as a name to be afhamed of. 
The. other imputation affeQcd 
£ him 
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Bin the alarm increafing, and melTengers arriving with dif- 
agreeable accounts, he at length left Naples in great dif- 
may, and repaired to Rome. However, his hear was much 
abated by obferving on the road a tomb, on which was en¬ 
graved a Gaul overcome by a Roman knight, who dragged 
him on the ground by the hair. Thip frivolous prefage fo 
revived him, that he returned thanks to the gods for fuch 
an aufyicious omen. Upon his arrival in the city, inftead 
of aflembling the fenate or people, he only fummoned fome 
of the principal men to his palace ; and, after a fhort con¬ 
futation, in which no refolution was taken, he wafted the 
reft of the day in Ihewing his counfellors certain mufical 
inftruments lately invented by himfelf, and fo contrived 
as to play by water. Here, entirely forgetful of the danger 
that threatened him, he difcourfed of the nature and work- 
manfhip of each, promiling to produce them upon the ftage, 
“ provided Vindex would give him leave.” 

However, he wrote to the fenate, complaining of Vindex, 
fet a price upon his head, recalled the troops that were 
on their march towards Albania, and ordered the legions 
in Illyricum to be immediately tranfported into Italy (U). 
He feemed to defpife Vindex, and to be under no appre- 
henfion of the Gauls -, but intelligence being brought of 
the revolt of Galba, juft as he was going to fupper, he wa3 
fo ftruck with it, that he remained a long time motionlefs, 
without being able to utter a Tingle word. "When he re¬ 
covered, he overturned in a violent rage the table, tore his 
garments, broke in pieces two cups of great value, and, 
dafliing his head againft the wall, cried out, he was un¬ 
done ; his misfortunes were without example ; his empire 
was feized, while he was ftill alive, and become the prey 
of an ufurper. However, he could not, even in the 
height of his confternation and fear, refrain from his ufual 


him ftill mdfe; he could not 
bear it; but in the tranfports of 
hij paflion broke out into bitter 
inveCtives againft Vindex, abuf- 
me him as one entirely ignorant 
i ofan^rt, which he had with fiis 
own induftry, and indefatigable 
pains, refined and brought to 
the greatell perfection: to re¬ 
fute this calumuy, he played 
more frequently- than ever, ob. 
fcrving with great attention the 
countenances of the fpedators, 
aud aflung them whether they 


had ever heard or known a more 
ikilful player upon the harp than 
himfelf. 

(U),We are told, that when 
news were brought to Vindex, 
that Nero had promifed ten 
millions of fefterces to any 
one who Ihould bring him hi* 
head, he anfwered with great 
calmefs, “ Whoever brings 
Nero’s head to me fhall, if 
he pleafes, have mine in ex¬ 
change.” 

de- 
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debaucheries; but purfued his former courfe of life, feaft- 
ing, revelling, and, upon receiving news from the pro¬ 
vinces that feemcd the leaft favourable to his affaiis, jell¬ 
ing and ridiculing the heads of tlm rebellion. He even 
appeared in the theatre; and becaufe one of the aftors per¬ 
formed his part fo as to deferve extraordinary applaufe, he 
reprimanded him for invading the rights of the emperor r. 
In the mean the fenate, through fear and flattery, declared 
Galba a traitor, and an enemy to his country. In confe- 
quence of this fentence, Nero immediately feized his ellatc, 
and commanded it to be put up to au&ion j a circumilance 
which Galba no fooner underftood, than he in his turn ex- 
pofed to fale Nero’s eftate in Spain, and found a great num¬ 
ber of purchafers*. 

This infult enraged Nero to fucb a degree, that in the 
firft tranfports of his fury, he refolved to fend perfons into 
all the provinces, to murder the governors and commanders 
of the armies, on pretence of their being privy to the con- 
fpiracy; to order all the exiles to be maffacred, left they 
(liould join the revolters; to cut the throats of the Gauls in 
Rome, as accomplices and favourers of their countrymen ; 
to poifon the whole fenate at an entertainment; to fet fire 
to the city, and at the fame time let loofe the wild beafts 
kept for the public fpedlaclgs, that the people being divert¬ 
ed from ^ctinguifhing the flames, their deftru&ion, and 
the deftruftion of the city, might be the more inevitable. 
But dropping, upon farther coufideration, thefe barbarous 
tlefigns, not out of remorfc, but defpair of effecting them, 
he refolved to march in perfon againft the rebels ; and de- 
pofing the two conluls, Silius and Trachalus, entered alone 
upon the confullhip, pretending an ancient prediction, im¬ 
porting, that when Rome had but one conful, by him the 
Gauls fhould be overcome. Having therefore affumed the 
fafces, and other marks of the confular dignity^ he ordered 
levies to be made throughout Italy, named the officers who 
were to command under him, and caufed a great number 
uf waggons to be got ready for conveying with fafety, rtot 
the engines of war, hjjxt his mufical inftruments, and the 
decorations of the ftage ; for ha was fo daftardly as to de- ( 
clare to his intimate friends, that he did not intend To try 
his fortune with the rebels in the field, but upon his arrival 
in the province, to prefent himfelf without arms before the 
armies, to weep, and with fighs and tears beg forgivenefs 
of his former conduCl; which if, touched with compaflion, 

7 Suet. lib. vi. cap, 41. z Plut. Vit Galb. Plin. lib. xxxvii- 
cap. a. 
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triumph, _, 

gin to compofe. 

In the mean time Galba’s party daily gained new ftrength, 
all the governors of the provinces declaring for him, except 
Clodius Macer, who commanded in Africa, and L. Rufus 
Vergiiiius, or Virginius, governor of Upper Germany, 
where he had under his command forte of the belt legions 
in the whole empire. The latter even marched againft Vin- 
dex with all his forces, and being joined by the inhabitants 
of Treves, the capital of Belgic Gaul, and powerfully affift- 
ed in Celtic Gaul by the cities of Langres and Lyons, ad¬ 
vanced as far as the city of Befan$on, which he befieged. 
Upon this intelligence, Vindex marched to the relief of the 
place ; but upon his arrival Virginius deliring an interview 
with him, the two generals had a private conference, in 
which they agreed to adt againft Nero; but Virginius could 
not be prevailed upon to declare for Galba. After a long 
confultation, Vindex returned to his troops, and with them 
advanced to Befanqon, in order to take pofieffion of the 
place, purfuant to the private agreement of the two chiefs. 
Virginia's men, believing that Vindex defigned to attack 
them, marched out without tl^f ir general’s orders, attacked 
the Gauls, who were altogether unprepared for^n engage- 
ment, and with great (laughter put them to flight (W). 

Vmdex after the battle deftroyed himfelf, and after his 
death the various legions defaced th? images of Nero, 
and importuned Virginius to accept the empire, faluting 

m, Csefar, Emperor, and Auguftus.” Virginius was de- 
cended of an equeltrian family; and had on many occafions 
.gnahzcd h !S prudence, valour, equity, and the virtues and 

citi Ze n™ en D, f o r ,n £ braVC Commander ’ or an excellent 
fe zed nn H* CafllUS L afrures us » that he might have eafily 

of the t™ em 1 P ‘ r u’ ad he but fcconde d the ardent wiflies 
01 the troops under his command. But either out of a great- 


Tacit. Hilt. lib. 


(W) Thus Dio Caffius (i) ■ 
hut Plutarch tells us, that the 
two armies engaged in defiance 
of the orders of their com- 

."landers, who did all that lay 

in their power to divert them 


«»P- ji. Dio, pj 7 ifi. Plin. lib. ii. ep. 


from that wild refolution (a). 
Be that as it may, it is agreed 
on all hands, that the two 
armies engaged, and that twen¬ 
ty thoufand Gauls were killed 
upon the fpot. 


") Pi., lib. Ixijj. p. 
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ncfs of foul truly heroic, or a lively apprehenfion of the 
evil confcquenCes which would inevitably accrue from al¬ 
lowing the foldiery to choofe an emperor, he not only re- 
jefted their offef, but refolutely declared, that he would 
neither take upon himfelf the fovefeign power, nor fuffer 
any one elfe to alfume it, who was not appointed by the 
fenate, to whom atone the difpofal of the empire belonged. 
The fame anfwer he returned to the foldiery, when upon 
the news of Nero’s death they again importuned him to ac¬ 
cept of the empire b . 

The death of Vindex, and declaration of Virginius, not 
Jo fuffer any one to afiume the fovereignty without the con- 
fent of the fenate, exceedingly perplexed Galba. Befides, 
it was reported, that the legions commanded by Virginius, 
finding they could not perfuade their general to accept of 
the empire, threatened to return to Nero; while fome of 
Galba's own troop;, repenting of the new oath they had 
taken, attempted to abandon him ; and certain (laves, whom 
one of Nero’s freedmen had prefented him with, formed a 
confpiracy, and would in all likelihood have difpatched him, 
had they not difcovered themfelves by exhorting one an¬ 
other, as Galba was pafhng through a narrow ftreet to his 
baths, not to let flip fo favourable an opportunity. The 
new emperor, therefore, in theutmoil conuernation, wrote 
to Virginius, earneillyfolkitinghim to adt in concert with 
him again# Nero, the common enemy of mankind, and to 
give hi; afliftance to the great work of refloring Rome to 
her ancient liberty. We are ignorant what anfwer Virgi¬ 
nius returned; but it feems to have been unfavourable to 
his defign, fince he retired a few days after with his friends 
to a city in Spain called Clunia, quite dilheartened, repent¬ 
ing of what he haddone, and ready to lay violent hands on 
himfelf c . The levies commanded to be raifed at Rome 
by Nero went on but flowly; for though he fumraoned all 
the tribes to take the military oath, yet no one appeared fit 
to bear arms; info much that he was obliged to ilfue an edidt, 
ordering all matters to furnifli a certain number of Haves, 
whom he enfranclyfed and lifted among his troops. ’ He 
likewifc obliged perfons of every rank and profcffion to con¬ 
tribute the greateft part of thfeir yearly income towards the 
intended expedition, according as they were rated* in the 
books of the cenfors. 

Thefe heavy impoficions, together with his foolifh and 
unfeafonable delicacy (for he would receive no money but 
what was new coined), incenfed the people fo highly, that 

* Flut. Vit. Galb. ' « Suet. cap. is. 
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they openly oppofed the colle&ors, telling them, that tht 
heft and moft ready means of fupplying the prince with mo¬ 
ney, was to oblige the informers to refund the immenfe 
Turns they had earned ,by their infamous plaices 4 . As a 
famine began to be felt in the city, the fury of the popu¬ 
lace was heightened by the arrival of a /hip from Egypt, at 
that time the granary of Rome, not laden with corn, as 
was expetfted, but with fand for the gladiators and wreftlers. 
Upon this occafion, the people rofe in a tumultuous man¬ 
ner, overturned in the night moft of the emperor’s ftatues, 
broke his images, plundered the houfes of his friends and 
favourites, and committed innumerable diforders, no one 
Is alarmed offering to appeafe or reftrain them. At the fame time 
at the re- news arrived of the revolt of the legions in Germany, which 
"German ‘ affefted Nero, that he inclofed poifon in a golden box, 
ligims. and went immediately into the Servilian gardens, whence 
he difpatched the freedmen, in whom he chiefly confided, 
to Oitia, to affemble his fleet, being refolved to fail to 
Egypt, whither he had already fent fome German troops. 
However, before he left the palace, he founded the tribunes 
and centurions of his guards, afking them whether they 
were difpofed to accompany him in his flight? But fome 
of them evading, others pofitively refuting to attend him, 
and one of them crying out, “ Ufqueadeone mori miferum 
eft ? Is it fo dreadful a thing to die ?” he was quke diftra&ed 
and confounded in his thoughts; refolving at one time to 
fly to the Parthians, at another to addrefs Galba as a fup- 
pliant, to appear in public clad in ^eep mourning, and with 
all poffible humility and deje&ion implofe the forgivenefs 
of the people for his former conduct; and, if he found them 
inflexible, to befeech the government of Egypt. To this 
purpofe an oration was found after his death among the reft 
of his papers; but he was deterred from delivering it by an 
apprehenfion of being tom in pieces by the outrageous mul¬ 
titude beforedie could reach the roftra. 

Is betrayed He therefore put off taking any refolution till the next 
•khidiuj 'and mean time, his ruin was completed by one 

abandoned w ^f lom he leaft fufpefted, Nymphidius Sabinus, who, though 
by his £* * rnean defeent, had been by Nero*, upon the death of 

guards, Feniu^Rufus, appointed colleague of Tigellinus in the com- 

mand of the pratorian guards, and nowentertained thoughts 
of lazing the fovereignty for bimfelf. However, he did 
not immediately declare his ambitious views ; but pretend¬ 
ing to efpoufe the caufe of Galba, affured the guards, that 
Nero tyas fled, and promifed them fuch fums as neither 

4 Suet. tap. 44 
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Galba nor any other was able to difeharge. This promife 
f Secured for the brefient the empire to Galba, occafioned af- 
l terwards the lols of it, and, finally, produced the deftruo 
tion of Nymphi|Jiua and the guards themfelves: for, the 
foldiery, thus deceived, and tempted by the promifes of 
Nymphidius, abandoned Nero, notwithftanding their long 
and fworn fealty to the lioufeof the.Caefars, and proclaimed 
Galba emperor; even Tigellinus, the chief author of the 
crimes that rendered Nero’s name fo odious and deteftable, 
forfook ami betrayed him in this extremity. The emperor, 
altogether unacquainted with the treafonable practices of 
Tigellinus, awaked about midnight; when underftanding, 
to his unfpeakable furprize, that his guards were retired, 
he leaped out of bed, fent in great haftefor his friends, and Hit fright 
none of them obeying the fummons, went at laftin perfon, and con- 
attended by a few domeftics, to their feveral houfes ; but ft ,rnatwn ' 
finding the doors every-where lhut, and no one deigning 
even to return an anfwer to his prayers and entreaties, he 
haftily returned to his chamber, which he found rifled, and 
{tripped of all the furniture. The golden box, in which he 
kept the poifon, prepared by the infamous Locufta, being 
likewife carried off, he fent for Spicillus, a celebrated gla¬ 
diator, to difpatch him ; but neither he, nor any other be¬ 
ing found to undertake that talk, he exclaimed, in a lit of 
defpair, “ What.! have I 111 this forlorn condition neither 
friends n8r enemies ?” Which words he had fcarce uttered, f nm 
when he hurried out with a defign to throw himfelf into Rome. 
the Tiber ; but he fuddenly Hopped, and willied for foine 
private place to itcollefcl nimfelf, and refume his courage. 

Hereupon Phaon, one of his freedmen, offered him his 
country-houfe, fituated between the Salarian and Numen- 
tan roads, about four miles from the city. He accepted the 
offer, and, without farther -delay, attended only by four 
perfons, of whom &porus was one, left Rome, meanly ap¬ 
parelled and worfe mounted, concealing hi^ face through 
fear of being difeovered. Upon his fetting out, he was 
terrified and difmayed by dreadful flalhes of lightning, and 
a violent earthquake, as if the ghoits of the many peTfons 
fie had murdered wfere rifing up, fays Dio, againft the un¬ 
merciful tyrant. As he paffefl the camp of the pnetorijn 
guards, he heard them curfing him, and wilhing pr*ofpcrity 
and fuccefs to Galba. A paffenger, whom he met on the 
toad, perceiving him and his attendants, " Thefe (Paid 
fie), are no doubt in purfuit of Nero:” another alked him, 
w hat news of Nero in the city f” His hoi fe ftarting at 
■the fight of a carcafe that lay in the way, the covering of 
■his face was ihaken oft, and he was known by a foldit r of 

£ 4 the 



5 6 


Hit for - 
lorn con¬ 
dition. 


It declared 
tj the ft- 
note an 
enemy to 
the /ale, 
and con¬ 
demned to 
die. 


The Roman Hiftory. 

the pnetorian guards, named Mifficius, who faluted him 
with the title of emperor. This falutation to alarmed Nero 
and his attendants, that at the firft turning they quitted 
their horfes, and befaking themfelves to a narrow path, 
crept with much difficulty through bufhes and briars to the 
wall which iuclofed Phaon's grounds,; who intreated the 
emperor to conceal himfelf in a fand-pit, till he fhould find 
means*o introduce him with more fecrecy i but Nero an- 
fwered, that he would not be buried till he was dead; and 
lay concealed among the briars, while Fhaon examined the 
wall, to fee if he could be admitted undifeovered. 

In the mean time Neyo, prejTed with thirft, took water 
out of a ditch with his hands, faying, “ To this liquor is 
Nero reduced he likewife cleared with his own hands his 
garments of the briars that had iluck to them. In order to 
procure a more private accefs to the houfe, a hole was 
opened in the wall, through which he was dragged, and 
conveyed into a room very indifferently fumifhed, where 
he paffed the remainder of the night, and part of the fol¬ 
lowing day, in furh agonies as can hardly be expreffed, 
alarmed at the leaft node he heard, apprehenfive that af- 
faffins were come to murder him, and not daring to fpeak 
through fear of being difeovered. He now repented of the 
many crimes he had committed, wiflied he had purfued a 
virtuous conduct, was fenfible "that thofe who had advifed 
the meafures he had followed were his greatest enemies, 
apd had conftantly in his mouth the following words, taken 
out of a tragedy, intitled GEdigus Baniflied, the laft in 
which he had afted: “ My father, mothfir, and wife dooiyi 
me to deftruflion As thofe who attended him were 
conftantly foliciting and importuning him to prevent, by a 
voluntary death, the dangers that threatened him, he at laft 
ordered his grave to be dug, and wood and water to be pro¬ 
vided for waffiing and burning his body, lamenting while 
he gaye thefo orders in a manner altogether unmanly, and 
often repeating, with many fighs and tears, “ What an 
•rtffi will the world lofe ! 

The news of Nero’s fight filled the city with joy; the 
mnate aflembled early in the mornfbg, and proclaimed 
Calbi emperor; and, having taken the ufual oaths to the 
new fovereign, declared Nero an enemy to the ftate, and 
doomed him to bepunilhed more majorum. One of Pha- 
on s fiiends immediately diljpatched a courier, acquainting 
him with the tranfaftions of the fenate. As foon as the 
meflenger appeared, Nero fnatched the letter out of his 

» Suet. cap. 48. Dio, p, 6*7. . » Suet. cap. 49 . 
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hand ; and fintHng that he was declared an enemy to the 
ftate, and doomed to be punifhed more majorum, he afleed, 
what kind of punilhment that was. He was informed 
that, purfuant to the fentcnce of the.fenate, he was to be 
(tripped naked,'hiB head to be fattened in a pillory, and 
he in that pofture tp be whipped to death ; a defeription 
which fo terrified him, that he fnatched up two daggers, 
which he always carried about with him, feemingly»deter- 
mined to anticipate in that inttant the execution of fo cruel 
a fentence by a voluntary death ; but after trying their 
points with a trembling hand, he (heathed them again, 
faying, that bis fatal hour was not yet come : then turn¬ 
ing to Sporus, he deli red him to begin his complaints and 
lamentations, fince the fatal moment approached. He be¬ 
trayed fuch cowardice as to intreat, with many tears, that 
fome of his attendants would, by their example, encourage 
him fo die with refolution and intrepidity. But none 
(hewing the lead inclination to animate him at the expence 
of their own lives, he ftrove to raife his drooping (pints 
with the following words: “ Courage, Nero, courage! 
fuch pufillanimity in an emperor is bafe and difhonourable ; 
the pains of death pre but Ihort and momentary j ftrike 
boldly.” 

Thus he continued animating himfelf, but to no effett; 
till hearing the noife of forfle horfemen fent by the fenatc 
to feize him, and bring him alive to Rome, he exclaimed, 
jn a Greek verfe, 

A difmal noife of horfes ttrikes my ears ; 

and, drawing a dagger, put it to his throat; but his cou¬ 
rage failing him, he befought Epaphroditus, his freed- 
mun and fecretary, to give him his affiftance. He com¬ 
plied with great relu£tance, and paid dear for it, being af¬ 
terwards put to death by Domitian for imbruing his hands 
in the blood of the Caefars. Before he was aitirely dead, 
the centurion fent by the fenate to apprehend him, entered 
the room ; and pretending he waB come to his relief, en&a- 
voured to flop the bKpod : Nero gave him no other anfwer 
than, “ It is too late : is thisyqur fidelity and allegiance?’' 
With which words he expired, his eyes Haring in a Aright* 
ful manner, to the great amazement of the fpeftators *. 
Upon the firft rumour of his death, one of Galba’s freed- 
mcn, not trufting to common report, repaired to the place 
where his body lay; and having beheld the lifelefs carcafe 
extended on the ground, all covered with gore, haftened 
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to Spain with the important tidings 1 .. Many others, 
prompted by the like curiofity, flocked to l'haon’s country- 
houfe. His death being no longer queftioned, the joy of 
the Roman people yras fo great and uriverfal, that they 
paraded the ftrects with fuich caps on their heads, as were 
worn by manumitted Haves, congratulating one another 
upon their deliverance from fo hard a bondage, overturned 
and dafihed in pieces moft of Nero’s ftatues, and killed as 
many of his friends as fell into their hands. Such was the 
miferable end of Nero, the fixth emperor of Rome, who 
by his unparalleled iniquities, deferved the misfortunes 
which befel him. He died in the thirty-firft year of h ; s 
age, having reigned thirteen years and about eight months. 
We need not enlarge on his character. Cnee the name of 
Nero is by moft nations made ufe of emphatically to ex- 
prefs a barbarous, furious, and abandoned tyrant. Pliny 
calls him the common enemy and fury of mankind *, and 
moft writers exhibit him as the pattern of a mercilefs ty¬ 
rant ; and indeed his whole life feems to have been a con- 
ftant ftruggle, to fliew how abandonedly wicked, how exe¬ 
crably bad a human creature can be, when vefted with 
great power. The only thing he earneftly commended to 
his attendants before he died was, that his head might not 
be cut off, but his body burnt entire. His requeft was rea¬ 
dily granted by Iceius, one of 'Galba’s freedmen, who like¬ 
wise allowed his obfequies to be performed witn the ufual 
folemnity. 

His allies were carefully deppfited in the (lately monu¬ 
ment of the Domitian family by his coticubine Afle, and 
two other women, who, in his infancy, had been charged 
with the care of his education. He was not an eloquent 
fpeaker, Seneca having diverted him, if Suetonius is to be 
credited, from perufing the works of the ancient orators, 
left he (hould defpife his ftyle and compoGtions. He had 
a genius forpoetry, and wrote verfes with great eafe: fome 
indeed accufed him of plagiarifm; but from this imputa¬ 
tion Suetonius clears him, affuring us, that from the tab¬ 
lets on which he wrote, according t» the cuftom of thofe 
times, and which our author narroWly examined, it evi¬ 
dently appeared, that the verfes were neither tranferibed 
by him, nor dictated by another, being effaced, interlined, 
and torrefied, as thoughts or exprelTions occurred to him, 
which he liked better k . Though he died generally hated 
and abhorred, vet the vulgar, abandoned to debauchery, 
and.corrupted by the idle amufements of the theatre and 

J> Plut. Vit. Galb. 1 Plin. lib. vii. cap. 8, 
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circus, began foqn to regret the lofs of a prince, by who ft 
infamous vices they fubfifted. Hence they flocked to his 
tomb, adorned it wifh flowers, and carried his images, in 
a fort of triumph* Vologefes likewise, king of the Par- 
thians, {hewed a particular refpefl for Nero after his death, 
and by the ambafladyrs, whom he fent to the fenate to re¬ 
new his alliance with the Roman people, earneftly begged, 
that the memory of Nero might be revered, and a monu¬ 
ment ere died to him. Some even pretended, that he was 
not dead, but would foon appear again, and take vengeance 
of his enemies : edidts were publicly hung up, faid to be 
iffued by him ; and foon after a Have, who greatly refem- 
bled him, and was no lefs {killed in linging and playing 
upon the harp, attempted to impofe upon the provinces of 
Alia and Achaia for the deceafed prince but was feized 
and executed in the ifland of Cythnus *. 

Several counterfeit Neros appeared afterwards; one ef- 
pecially in the reign of the emperor Domitian, near twenty 
years after the true Nero was dead, created great difturb- 
ances in the Eaft, where he was followed by vaft crowds. 
Artabanes, who then reigned in Parthia, efpoufed his caufe, 
and fent him powerful fuccours ; but was at length pre¬ 
vailed upon to abandon the i'mpoftor, and deliver him up to 
the Romans n '. The family of the Caefars, proptrly {peak¬ 
ing, ended in Caligula, who had been adopted by Tiberius; 
but nevertffelefs, as Nero was defcended from Auguilus by 
his mother Agrippina, the lioufe of the Csefars is faid to 
have ended in this emperof (X). 

CHAP. 


i Dio, lih. lxiy. p. 73s. 
lib. i. cap. a. 

(X) The reign of Nero waB 
diftinguilhed by feveral writers 
of eminence. Fabius Rufticus 
wrote the hiilory of his own 
ti me, and is frequently quoted by 
Tacitus; though, in the opinion 
of that impartial writer,* he be¬ 
trayed too much zeal in extoll¬ 
ing Seneca, towhofe friendfhip 
he was .chiefly indebted for the 
plentiful fortune he poflefled. 
A. Periius Flaccus acquired 
great fame by his Satires. He 
was of an equeftrian family,allied 
to the moll illuftrious families 
in Rome, He was born in Vo- 


ra Sueton. cap. 57. Tacit. Hift. 

laterrz, a city of Hetruria. At 
the age of flxteen he ftudied 
philofophy, together with Lu¬ 
can, under Annaeus Cornutus, 
the famous Stoic, He a 
man of a mild temper, of an 
unblemifiied character, of ex¬ 
traordinary modefty, anjl un-i 
bounded beneficence. The fub- 
of his fatires are the faults 
of the oratorB and poets of his 
time, whom he expofes with 
great humour and elegance, 
without fparing Nero himfelf. 
Czftus Bafliis died about the 
latter end of Nero’s reign, and 
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CHAP. LIII. 

s " 

From the Death of Nero to the Death of Vt- 
tellius, when the Empire became hereditary a 
fecond Time. 

S Ervius Sulpitius Galba, the fcventh emperor^ was, by 
bis father, defcended by the Sulpitian family, of 
the moft ancient and illuftrious in Rome. Sulpitiua||§ilb;i 
governed Spain, in quality of praetor, and was the qhftif 

Caufe 


left behind him feveral poetical 
pieces highly eiteeraed. He 
excelled in lyrics; but fell far 
ihort of Horace (1). Lucan 
was put to death by Nero’s or¬ 
ders. His chief performance 
is his Pharfalia, wherein he de- 
fcribes the war between 'Cajfar 
and Pompey, in the opinion of 
Quintilian, more like an orator 
than a poet (a). A Greek wo¬ 
man, named Pampliyla, gained 
reat reputation under Nero, 
y a general hiftory, which fhe 
comprifedin thirty-three books, 
well known to the ancients, but 
not tranfmitted to modern 
times (3). Andromachus, a 
native of Crete, by profeffion a 
phylician, infcribed to Nero a 
Greek poem on treacle, pre¬ 
ferred among the works of Ga¬ 
len ( t ). • 

But of all the writers who 
flpurilhed under Nero, the moft 
renowned, without difpute, is 
the philofopher L. Annaeus Se¬ 
neca. He applied himfelfflrft 
to the ftudy of eloquence under 
his father, and afterwards em¬ 
braced, with great ardour, the 
philofophy of the Stoics, hav¬ 


ing for his inftruftors Attalus, 
Sotidn, and others. By his 
lirft wife, whofe name has not 
been tranfmitted to us, he had 
a fon named Marcus. To his 
fecond wife he took Fompeia 
Paulina, probably the daughter 
of Pompeius Paulious, who, in 
the firft year of Nero’s reign, 
commanded in Lower Ger- 
f many. Though Seneca pro- 
felled a philofophical life, he 
has been accufed or many things 
altogether unworthy of that pro¬ 
fusion. Dio Caftius charges him 
with manyabominable praflices, 
and even with havingtaught his 
pupil Nero thofe unnatural 
crimes, which will render his 
name infamous to the lateft 
poflerity (5). Neverthelefs, 
that writer does not betray the 
leaft prejudice againft him; 
but, on the contrary, bellows 
frequently high elogiums upon 
him. .Though he often de- 
claimdU, with great zeal, againft 
riches, yet, in the fpace of.four 
years, partly by the. favour of 
the prince, partly by oceflive 
ufury, and hunting after ttfta- 
ments and inheritances, he 
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eaufe of the war with Viriatus, the celebrated leader of the 
Lufitanians. He was aftewards created conful; but ac¬ 
quired greater renown by his eloquence than by the offices 
he bore, being eftecmed the molt eloquent orator of his 
time. His grandfon, Sergius Galba, ferved with great re¬ 
putation under Julius Csefar, and diflinguifhed himfelf in 
the Gaulifh war ; but afterwards, imputing the lofs of the 
confullhip to the ill offices of the dictator, he joined Brutus 
and Cafiius, and was, on that account, condemned by the 
Pedian law. His fon Servius Galba, was more famous for 
his ftudies than his employments ; for he was not advanced 
above the degree of a pnetor, when he pubiiffied feveral 
hiftories, which are greatly extolled by the ancients. His 
fon, Sergius Galba, married Mummia Achaica, the grand¬ 
daughter of the celebrated Q. Lutatius Catulus Capitolinus, 
and great grand-daughter of L. Mummius, who took and 
rafed Corinth. By her he had two fons, Caius and Ser¬ 
vius Sulpitius Galba the emperor. Caius, having in his 
youth fquandered away his eftate, led a retired life in the 
country, till the twenty-fecond year of Tiberius’s reign ; 
when, upon receiving a letter from that prince, forbidding 
him to draw his lot for a province, he laid violent hands 
on himfelf. The prefent emperor was born on the twenty- 
fourth of December, in the jifth year before the common 
Chriftiar yra. His mother, Mummia Achaica, dying 
while he was an infant, his father foon after took to his fe- 
cond wife Livia Ocellina, a lady of great quality and wealth. 
She adopted youngjGalba, who thereupon a (Turned the name 
of L. Livius Ocella ; which, however, he feetns to have 
retained but a fliort time (Y). He was well verfed in all 
the liberal fcienccs, efpecially in the civil law. He mar- 

amafled an immeofe treafure. 

To his ufury, and iniquitous ex¬ 
tortions, Dio Caflius chiefly a- 
feribes the revolt of the Britons. 

Tacitus, who fpeaks of him as 
favourably as he thought con¬ 
fident with truth, owif, that 
he courted popular efteem, and 
was greedy of applaufe (6) j and 
both Suetonius and Quintilian 
tells us, that he decried the 
eloquence of the ancient ora¬ 
tors, that his own might be the 
more elteemed. His fiyle has 
been decried both by ancient 
and modern critics: but after 

(6) Anna), lib. xiii. cap. 'st¬ 


all, his works deferve the high- 
eft efteem, for the refined mo¬ 
rals they contain ajd inculcate; 
and every reader will find in 
them powerful motives to em¬ 
brace, and excellent rules*to 
purfue, a virtuous life. 

. (Y) We are told by Sueto¬ 
nius, that while he was o*e day* 
amongft other noble youtbi of 
his own age faluting Auguftus, 
the emperor laying his hand 
upon his head, ‘ ‘ And you too, 
my fon, (faid he), (hall one 
day tafte of empire.” 


Hit birlh. 


ried 



6 z 

Hii tduca• 

lion, mar¬ 
riage, 6fe. 


Hii pre- 
Jerments. 


Tht Roman Hiftoty* 

ried Lepida, defccnded of an illuftriouBi.family; but fhe, 
and the two fons he had by her, dying, tie led ever after a 
tingle life, notwithstanding the folicitations of Agrippina 
the mother of Nero,, become a widow by the death of Do- 
mitius. She had conceived a great palTion for him while 
his wife was living; which occalioned a quarrel between 
her and the mother of Lepida, who publicly upbraided her 
with her fcandalous condu£t ". 

He was, by the intereft of Livia, preferred to employments 
before the age required by the laws. During his pnetor- 
fhip, he diverted the people, at the fports called Floralia, 
with elephants walking upon the rope. When his practcr- 
fhip was expired, he was appointed governor of Aquitain, 
and about a year after railed to the confulfhip, in which of¬ 
fice he fucceeded L. Domitius, the father of Nero, and 
was fucceeded by Salvius Otho, the father of Otho, who 
was his fucceflor in the empire. Caligula named him to 
the command of the legions in Germany, in the room of 
Getulicus; which truft he difcharged with great reputation, 
having, in a Ihort time, reftored the ancient difciplinc, 
which his predeceflbr had entirely negle£ted. Be tides, he 
repulfed, with great bravery, the Germans, who had made 
an inroad into Gaul; an exploit which gained him the fa¬ 
vour and efteem of Caligula. Upon the death of that em¬ 
peror, he was earneftly folicited, by many perfons of great 
intereft, and power, to feize the empire for himfelf ■, but he, 
without hearkening to their propofals, obliged his troops to 
take the ufual oaths to Claudius, who thereupon received 
him into the number of his mod intimate friends, and ever 
after Ihewed fo great an efteem for him, that being upon 
the point of fetting out on his expedition into Britain, he 
poftponed his journey for fome days, on account of a flight 
indifpoiition which feized Galba. Some time after, Africa 
being much haraffed with inteftine troubles, and the inva- 
fions of the neighbouring Barbarians, he was, without 
drawing lots, according to cuftom, fent into that province 
in^uaUty of proconful, and diltinguilhed himfelf even above 
thnfe who had gained the greateft Reputation in that go¬ 
vernment. He remained ,there two years, during which 
*time he reftored, with great prudence, and neceflary feve- 
rity, the province to its former tranquility. Upon his re¬ 
turn from Africa, he was honoured with the triumphal or¬ 
naments, and admitted among the Titian priefts, and the 
pnefts of Auguftus. From this time, to the middle of 
Nero s rejgn, he led a retired life, fearful of giving the ty? 

* Sueton. in Galb, cap, s . 
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fe *nt umbrage. During his retirement be never (lirred out, 
ven to take the W, without a cart containing a vaft fum 
; of money, that he might not be reduced to want, in cafe 
2 he (hould have fotlnd it neceffary to cijnfult his fafety by a 
fudden flight. 

Thus he lived, till Nero, without folicitation, named him 
(0 the government of Hifpania Tarraconenfis. He govern¬ 
ed that province eight years, at firft with excelfive rigour, 
jjjpf which authors give us feveral inftances : however, by 
fdegrees he abated of his feverity, through fear of giving 
^Nero occafion of jealoufy, and abandoned himfelf, con- 


ls appoint* 
ed by Nero 
governor 
of Hifpania 
Tarraco - 
nmfu. 


! trary to his inclination, to floth and idlenefs, faying, that 
no man could be called to account for doing nothing Ne- 
verthelefs, he neglefted to fupprefs the many bitter lam¬ 
poons which were handed about againft Nero, and fung 
throughout his province, or to enquire after, or punifh the 
authors of them. He could not check the cruelties and ex¬ 


tortions p radii fed by the imperial procurators, whofe pro¬ 
vince it was to colledt the taxes and other duties belonging 
to the revenue ; but openly fliewed a tender concern for 
the fufferings of the opprefled people, which gained him 
the hearts of the natives, but provoked the emperor’s of¬ 
ficers to fuch a degree, that, at their mitigation, Nero had 
already ordered him to be privately difpatched. Before 
thefe orders could be put in execution, he openly revolted 
in the manner we have related'*■ 


We left Galba at Clunia, a city of his province, whither 
he had retired in the utmijft confternation, upon the news 
of the death of Vinclex, and the declaration of Virginius, not 
to feize the empire himfelf, nor fuffer any one elfe to af- 
fume it, who was not chofen by the fenate. While he was 
deliberating with his friends what meafures to take, and in 
the utmoft defpair, ready to kill himfelf, his freedman Vi- 
cellius arrived in feven days from Rome: underftanding, 
upon his arrival, that Galba was repofing in lias chamber, 
he opened the door, and entering in fpite of his guards, 
acquainted him, that Nero was dead; and that he (Gallja) Galba n- 
was declared emperoj, by the army, fenate, and people, reives the 
This intelligence flew immediately through the neighbour- ” frw \ 
ing cities, and drew vaft crowds to Clunia : Galba regeived*^^ 1 
them in the moil condefeending manner, and communicated 
to them the news he had received. Two days after, Titus 
Vinius, tribune of the only legion then in the province, 
having received from his friends in Rome a diftinQ account 
of what had palfed in the capital, left the camp, and im- 


* Suet, cap. 6—9. p Dio, lib. Ixiii. p- 715. 
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parted it to his general. Nor was it long irefore me/fengtr 
arrived from the confuls Silius and Tractftlus, who, thougl 
depofed by Nero, had, upon his death, refumed the fafces, 
with the decrees ofrthe fenate, declaring Galba emperor, 
and veiling him with the fovereign power 
Hi Jets out He no fooner received the decrees ztf the fenate than he 

fir Rom. left Spain and fet out for Rome, attended by his Spaniih 
guarh, by his chief friends, and by Otho, propraetor of 
Lufitania, the firft governor who had declared for him j 
but advanced flowly, being, on account of his age, carried 
the whole way in a litter. The only perfon whom Galba 
feemed to dread and fufpefl, was Virginius Rufus, who 
was at the head of a powerful army in Germany ; had ac¬ 
quired great reputation by the defeat of Vindex, and was 
Pirginiu: greatly beloved by the foldiery : but he, though ear- 
rtfufci the neftly prefled to aiTume the fovereignty, not only by the 
empire. troops under his command, but likewife by deputies from 
the legions, which, by Nero’s orders, had eroded over from 
Illyricum into Italy, continued firm to his firft refolution of 
referving to the fenate the power of elefting an emperor; 
and, when certain news were brought him of Nero’s death, 
he ftill perfifted in refufing the title of emperor, though hi* 
foldiers bound themfelvesby a folemn oath to fupport him 
to the laft extremity and one of the tribunes, forcing his 
way into his tent, with his drawn fword, threatened to kill 
him on the fpot, if he continued to withftand the ardent 
wiflies of the whole army. 

Obligee his When he received from Ronue a certain account of the 
teg tote to refolutions of the fenate, he immediately took the oath of 
fiddit y . t0 new em P eror > an <f perfuaded, not without 
* much difficulty, the troops under his command to abandon 
all thoughts of railing him to the empire, which by the fe¬ 
nate had been decreed to another. Galba was fo pleafed 
with his loyal and generous conduft, that he immediately 
fent for hiTn, with a defign to have him near his perfon, 
and confer upon him fuch rewards as his fidelity deferved- 
Virginius received with the utmoft refpeft Flaccus Hordeo- 
rius, who was appointed to commaifi in his room, refign- 
t ed the army to him, and fit out, without delay, to meet 
the emperor, who already approached the frontiers df Gaul. 

U received Upon his arrival, he was received very coldly by Galba, 
eofdh by without the leaft token, fays Plutarch, of affeftion or ha- 

“ “• tred, of gratitude or refentment. The emperor had a per- 

fonal value and efteem for him, and would have raifed 
him, had he followed hi3 own inclination, to the chief em¬ 


i Plot. Vit. Galb. 
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ployments in thaftate : but Titus Vinius, who had already 

f ained a great afcendency over Galba, and was jealous of 
'irginius, did every thing in his power to eitrange from 
him the mind of the emperor, and to put a flop to his pro¬ 
motion. Galba, upon his arrival at Narbonne, received 
the ambafladors fcnU to him from the fenate in a molt 
obliging manner, and invited them to an entertainment, at 
which he refufed to make ufe of the iilver and goldaplate 
which belonged to Nero, contenting himfelf with his own ; 
a circumftance which ihewed that he utterly defpifed all 
pomp and outward appearances of grandeur. However, 
howas foon perfuaded by Vinius to alter his condufl in this 
particular, and put upon other meafures, which haftened 
his ruin (Z). 

Nymphidius Sabinus, of whom we have fpoken in tha Nymphi- 
preceding reign, having, by his immenfe largefles, gained d "“ Sal> ‘ m 
the affedtions of the praetorian guards, and perfuading him- 
felf that Galba, by reafon of his infirmities and old age, pi re , 
would never reach the capital, ufurpcd all the authority at 
Rome. Prefuming upon his intereft, he obliged Tigellinus, 
who commanded, jointly with him, the prxtorian guards, 
to refign his commillion. He made feveral magnificent 
and expenfive entertainments, inviting fuch as had been 
confuls, or had commanded armies, diftributed large funis 
among the people, and witH thews and other diveriions, 
which he daily exhibited, gained fo great an intereft with 
all ranks, that he already looked upon himfelf as fovereign. 

The fenate, dreading his power, conferred extraordinary 
honours upon him, Ttyled him their piote&or, attended him 
when he appeared in public, and had recourfe to him for 
the confirmation of their decrees, as if he had been already 
inverted with the fovereign power. This bafe compliance 

(Z) He treated with the ut- Cornelius Marcellus, to be put 
moll feverity feme cities of to death, and with them, if we 
Spain and Gaul that had been believe Suetonius (8J, even their 
backward in acknowleging him, wives and children, for having 
published threatening edifts a- refufed to join him, when be 
gainll them, and depriveJ them firfi revolted from Nero. Aa 
of great part of their territories, Galba was known to be a man 
loading them with heavy taxes, of a humane temper, anti na- ' 
and caufing their walls to be turally averfe to all manner of 
pulled down (7]. In Gaul he cruelty, thefe executions were 
ordered Vetrius Chilo, and in generally imputed to Viniui, 

Spain Obultronius Sabinus, and and his other favourites, 

(IJ Sueton, cap. ij< 

elated 
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dated him to fuch a degree, that he ufurMd, not leifurely 
and by degrees, but all at once, an abfolute authority. 
Though he afted as fovereign, he had not yet openly de¬ 
clared his defign of /eizing the empire f but when he un- 
derftood that Galba was already in Gaul, and approached 
the borders of Italy, that Cornelius L»co and Titus Vinius 
were appointed commanders of the pnetorian guards, he 
fumirftned the-officers under his command; and, after hav¬ 
ing bitterly inveighed againft Galba’s favourites, who, he 
faid, would exercife the fame power and authority which 
had been ufurped by Tigellinus, if they were allowed time 
to eftabliffi themfelves, he exhorted them to fend ambaflh- 
dors to the emperor, and require, in the name of the whole 
army, that he would difcharge from his fervice Laco and 
Vinius. If Galba complied with their requeft, he did not 
doubt but the whole power would devolve upon him, fince 
he had contributed more than any other to the ruin of Nero 
ano promotion of Galba ; and this power he deiivned to 
make life of againft Galba himfelf: if the emperor rejefted 
the petition of the army, his refufal, he hoped, would 
eftrange their minds from him, and difpofe them to a re¬ 
volt. The officers did not approve of the motion ; on the 
contrary, they thought it abfurd and unreafonable to dire£fc 
an emperor of Galba’s years and experience, and tell him 
who of his friends were to be trufted, and who difcharged. 
Nymph.dius therefore, changed his meafures - and, con¬ 
trary to the advice of C od.us Celfus, a native of Antioch, 
his intimate friend, refolved nojonger to conceal his deiign 
Accordingly he imparted it, without fiifguife, to feme of 
the officers, and they to the foldiers under their command ■ 

haTniJh?-?^ ’ Nymphidius ftiould be conveyed 
that night .mo the camp, and there proclaimed emperor ■ 

?emmrT H MTi atUS ’ ^ ° f the tr ' bunes f touched with 
remorfe, alTembled his men in the evening, renounced the 

confedersuy, and encouraged them to continue fteady in 

their allegiance to-Galba. The difeourfe of the tribune 

te^ffilied hea - l ‘ him ° VCr t0 his ^utiments ; fo that 

h,d y 6"b”'M ,h ' k “ , V hith lh 't 

X? “ d - 

compofed’ b/ Cic r offius g V a a r r 0 d h wh- ,n h g h f *" ch ^ his hand 
nounce tflr tL army Upon’hh ^iv *° P ro ' 

found tho gutes Onrt, m th, fcldicr. .h= 
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ramparts. Thefe circutnftances greatly alarmed him j but 
neverthelefs advancing nearer, he afked them, what they 
defigned, and by whofc orders they had taken arms ? To 
this quellion they fcnfwered with one ioice, “ We ate de¬ 
termined to acknowlege no other emperor than Galba.” 
Nymphidius, pretending to concur in their fctitiments, 
commended their fidelity j and not yet defpairing of being 
able by large promifes to gain them over to his intcreft, or¬ 
dered them to open the gates to their general. They obey¬ 
ed •, but Nymphidius, upon his firft entering the camp, wa3 
faluted with a dart, which Septimius, who marched before 
him, received on his fhield. The traitor immediately fled ) 
but being clofely purfued by the foldiery, was overtaken I* thtre 
and flain. His body was dragged through the camp, and au ""drr#d. 
next morning expofed to public view in an inclofure made 
for that purpofe r . Galba being at the fame time informed His actcm • 
of the treafon, and the punilhment inflicted on the traitor, 
difpatched orders to the fenate, enjoining them to put all 
his accomplices to death without diftinftion. This com- on f (r j 1 J 
mand was confidered as murdering fo many innocent peo¬ 
ple, as they were executed without being heard in their 
own defence. Every one expedited, from a man of Galba’s 
years and experience, a quite different conduft; and there¬ 
fore the whole city was greatly alarmed at fuch illegal and 
arbitrary proceedings But what occafioned a greater fur- Galba's 
prize, was his ordering Petronius Turpilianus, who had 
been conful in the eighth year of Nero’s reign, to be put 
to death, for no other crime than being faithful to that 
prince, and afting as general under him. From thefe hally 
and illegal executions, it was generally concluded, that the 
new prince would not obferve that moderation in his ac¬ 
tions which he bad promifed in his fpeeches- 

,After a long and fatiguing march, Galba at length reach¬ 
ed the Milvian bridge; within twenty-five furlongs of the 
city, and was there met by a numerous body •£ marines, 
who by Nero had been formed into a legion, and were 
come to addrefs the new emperor for a confirmation pf 
their eftablifhment. Gplba either rejefling their petition, or 
putting off the affair to another jime, they grew mutinous, 
furrounded the emperor, Hopping up the way to all others 
who came to wait upon him, and, with a tumultuous noife, 
required an eagle and legionary enfigns. Galba, provok¬ 
ed by their infolence, ordered his horfe to ride in among 
them, who put many to the fword, and the reft to flight. 

The emperor, not fatisfied with this feverity, commanded 

* Tacit. Hill, lib, i. cap. 5- 
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thofe who had efcaped to be decimated; (To that, according 
to Tacitus, feveral thoufands fell either my the fwords of 
the horfe, or thofe of the executioners '. But what con¬ 
tributed molt to render him both odiou^ and contemptible, 
Isgeverned was his fuffering himfelf to be entirely governed, and 
by bit fa- blindly controuled, by his three favourites, Titus Vinius, 
wurites. Cornelius Laco, and Marcianus Icelus, who, as they lodged 
in the palace, and were continually about the emperor, 
were commonly ityled his pedagogues (A). As the aged 
emperor repofed an entire confidence in thefe miniftcrs, 
without ever enquiring into their conduft, they proftituted 
the credit and charafter of their malter to their own fordid 
Their fcan- gain and wicked pailions. By them all things were fold ; 
ddlrnu ten- offices, provinces, public revenues, public juftice, and the 
lives of the innocent and guilty. He was old ; they were 
infatiable, and eager to make the molt of a Ihor’t reign -, fo 
that in the court of Galba appeared all the evils and ex- 
ceffes lately feen and abhorred in that of Nero. 

Galba tails Nis care » a ^ ter his arr * va l in the capital, was to call 
to an at- t0 an account, and punilh, according to their defarts, fuch 
count , and as had been the inftruments of the late tyrannical admi- 
punijbes the niftration. Among thefe, Elius Polycletus, Petinus, Patro- 
A ’ero " 3 ^ ^‘ US * ^ arc ’^ us > Nero’s freedmen, and Locufta, the infa¬ 

mous poifoncr, were publicly executed, to the infinite fa- 
tisfaflion of the people, who", with loud acclamations, fol¬ 
lowed them to the place of execution. No one doubted 
but Tigellinus would receive the like fentence. He had 
been the chief author and prompter of all Nero’s iniquities. 


t Tacit. Hift. lib. i, cap. 6, 


(A) Titus Vinius was de¬ 
fended of an illullrious family, 
but difgraced it by his infamous 
conduft; bping, according to 
Tacitus, of all men the moll 
notorioufly wicked. He was a 
man of great boldnefs and ad- 
drefs, and, according as he chofe 
to apply his talents, capablepf 
1 performing great things for the 
public welfare, or plunging the 
Hate in endlefs calamities. Cor¬ 
nelius Laco, the other favourite, 
whom Galba had appointed 
captain of the prxtorian guards 
before he left Spain, was a man 
of llender parts, of no courage 


or aftivity, but conceited of his 
own talents. Icelus was a ma¬ 
numitted (lave, but not inferior 
to the other two in favour and 
authority. Nero had veiled 
him, by the gold ring, with the 
order of knighthood, and he 
was oni every occalion called by 
an equellrian name, that of 
Martianus. He was a man of 
infatiable avarice, and is faid, 
by fpoil and rapine, to have 
amalfed more wealth in the feven 
months that Galba reigned, than 
the moll rapacious freedman of 
Nero had done during the thir¬ 
teen years of his reign, 


had 
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had perpetrated jtpany unknown to him, and at lad forfaken 
and betrayed hijn. Hence the execution of no man was 
more ardently wifhed for, more vehemently urged, by fuch 
as hated, by fuch»s lamented Nero ; both concurring from 
oppofite paflions, in the fame antipathy and reijuelt: but 
he had, with immegfe prefents, purchafed the favour of 
Vinius, who protected him, on pretence that his daughter 
had been faved by Tigellinus; and indeed he had, faved 
her, fays Tacitus, not from any feotiment of clemency, but 
purely with a view to fecure the protedlion of her father, 
fhould a revolution happen in the (late Of this fcanda- 
lqus partiality the people loudly complained, and as often 
as the emperor appeared abroad, crowded about him, de¬ 
manding the execution of Tigellinus. This they earncltly 
begged in the theatre, in the circus, and at the gates of the 
palace. 

As the death of this execrable inftrument of Nero’s ty¬ 
ranny was thus demanded by the univerfal voice of the Bo- 
man people, it would have been but jull, as well as politic 
and popular, to facrifice him, though he had been lefs 
guilty than he really was, to the manes of fo many illudri- 
ous Romans murdered by him, and to the honed rage of 
the public. This meafure would have obliged both the 
friends and enemies of Nero, gained the affeflions of the 
people, and ftrengthened Salba’s party. But thefe were 
fmall considerations with Vinius, in comparifon of filling 
his coders: in order, therefore, to fave Tigellinus, who 
had engaged to pay him an immenfe fum, if he efcaped 
Unpunifhed, he pirfuadeef Galba, who repofed an entire 
confidence in him, not only to withdand the ardent withes 
and earned folicitadons of the whole Roman people, but to 
check them with an edift, wherein he reproached them 
with cruelty, and hpped they would not make his govern¬ 
ment appear tyrannical, nor inlid upon the execution of 
an unhappy man, who was dying of a confumjition. No¬ 
thing provoked the indignation of the people fo much as 
this cdi£t; for it was afterwards known, that Tigellinus 
had that day made afacrifice to the gods for his recovdVy, 
which was followed my a magnificent entertainment; and 
that Vinius, after having fupped with the emperor, hac^ 
fpent the whole night in revelling with Tigellinus : *t was 
moreover known, that Vinius had carried his daughter with 
him to the entertainment; and that Tigellinus, after having 
thanked the father for the edift, prefented the daughter 

0 Tacit. Hilt. lib. i. cap. 7a. Dio, lib. Ixiv, p. 723. 
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firft with two hundred and fifty thoufasd drachmas, and 
afterwards with a necklace, which he took from the neck 
of the chief of his concubines/ valued at one hundred and 
fifty thoufand more.. ' 

Halotus, another of Nero’s minifters, and perhaps no lefs 
hated, on account of his enormous cruelties and extortions, 
than Tigellinus, was in the fame manner, and from the 
fame motives, protected by the authority of Vinius; and, 
in conlideration of an immenfe fum, which he paid to that 
wicked minifter, he not only efcaped unpunifhed, but was 
preferred to a moll honourable and profitably employ¬ 
ment*. Thus were criminals, notorioufly guilty of the 
molt glaring iniquities, but pofleffed of wealth enough to 
purchafe the favour of the reigning minifter, fcreened from 
the puniflunent due to their crimes, while others, lefs 
guilty, were hurried to execution- This fcandalous par¬ 
tiality gained the minifter what he chiefly aimed at, im¬ 
menfe treafures, but brought the prince infinite public ha¬ 
tred ; for, by not reftraining his minifter, he incurred the 
fame cenfure as if he had been perfonally guilty *. 

The example of Vinius was followed by the other roini- 
fters and favourites of the new emperor; for being indulged 
in immoderate power, they expofed to fale all the honours 
and emoluments of the ftace. His bondmen too were eager 
to profit by the fudden funlhine, and to convert into hafty 
gains the lhort reign of a matter already enfeebled with 
age. So that the people began loudly to complain : “ Why 
(laid they) was Nero depofed,»if things are not mended 
under Galba ? Why a new prince cholln, but for the eafe 
of the ftate, after a reign of violence and tyranny ? ” The 
public hatred, which the numberlefs iniquities of the em¬ 
peror’s minifters derived upon him, was heightened by his 
ill-timed ftridtnefs, and unpopular parlimony; though his 
parlimony was chiefly aferibed to Vinius, who was faid to 
have reftrained the emperor’s generality to others, that he 
might the better gratify his own avarice. While the em» 
P4 r °r endeavoured to reform the abufes, and retrench the 
exorbitant expences that had prevailed in the preceding 
reign, he ran into the othpr extreme. No man’s wealth, 
fays ^Tacitus, did he ever covet, but was fparing of his 
own, and of the public money greedy and tenacious. 

As the treafury had been quite exhaufted by Nero, who 
had cunfumed above feventy millions in profufe penGons 

. " I’hit. in Vit, Galb. Sueton. cap. ij, * Tacit. Hift. 
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and donations, Galba, after having examined every expe¬ 
dient to raife the’neceflary fubfidies, preferred to all others, 
as the moft juft, that of fupplying the public at the expence 
of thofe, for whoff fake the people had been impoverifhed. 

All the partakers, therefore, in the late emperor’s prodiga- He erjerr 
lities, were called to account; and it was enafted, that nine-ttniht 
they (hould retain only a tenth part, and reftore the reft: °f Ncro ' 1 
Jjut as they had fcarce a tenth left unwafted, having lavilhed ^bert- 
the plunder of the public, and of their fellow-citizefts, in fiand. 
the fame riot and prodigality in which they had fquandered 
away their own private fortunes, the emperor obliged thofe 
who had bought or received any thing from them, to refund 
the whole. For thefe fearches and exactions, a new court 
was inftituted, in which prefided, according to Tacitus, 
thirty ; according to Suetonius, fifty Roman knights; who 
extended their enquiries even into Greece, and there obliged 
the players upon inftruments, the adtors, wreftlers, chario¬ 
teers, the judges at the Olympic games, and the prictlefs 
of Apollo Delphicus, to reftore nine-tenths of Nero’s do¬ 
nations. As this was an inquifition without bounds, 
many were affefted by it; and the court being new in its 
inftitution, from the multitude of officers, the numerous 
fuits, heavy and vexatious, every part of the empire was in 
a ferment. 

The foldiers of the prxtprian guards were kept quiet 
fometime*in expeftation of the prodigious donative, which 
had been promifed them by Nymphidius in Galba’s name, 
fuppofing that though they might not receive the whole, 
yet the emperor, gotwithftanding his meannefs, would not 
fcruple to beftow upon them the fame prefen t that had 
been given by Nero. But when he refufed to fulfil the pro- Rtfufti the 
mife which had been made in his name, and ordered only a fMiepy 
fmall fum, lefs than had yet been given by any prince, to ‘ tana ‘ 
be diftributed among them, they could not refrain from 
feditious inveftives, vilifying the emperor for his old age 
and avarice. This difaffedfion was heightened by a faying 
of Galba; a faying, according to Tacitus, worthy of the 
primitive virtue of the Romans and of the commonwealth, 
but dangerous at tftiis time, that he chofe his foldiers, 
and did not buy them. His *feverity too, in exacting a 
ft rift obfervance of military difeipline, a quality fo admired 
of old, and by the armies ever diftinguilhed with applaufe, 
was very grievous to a flothful foldiery, fcorning the an¬ 
cient difeipline, and, for thirteen years, fo accuftomed to 
the diffipated reign of Nero, that at this time they no lels 
admired the vices of their princes, than of old they had 
F 4 adored 
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Difchargu adored their virtues r (B). He difchargqd fevera! of the 
pratorian guards, who had been engagec^in the confpiracy 
' ' of N^mphidius j and difmifled, without the ufual rewards, 
the German cohort, t which had ferved the Csefars with un- 
fliaken fidelity, ordering them to return to their country 
becaufe he fufpedled them more inclined to Cn. Dolabella 
than to him. However, he took particular care of fome 
pthei; cohorts of Germans; who, having been fent by Nero 
before him to Alexandria, while he meditated a journey 
thither, and foon after recalled, were returned fickly, and 
greatly fatigued with fo long a voyage. 

About the fame time that Julius Vlndex revolted jn 
Gaul, Clodius Macer, who governed Africa in quality of 
proprietor, took arms againft Nero, levied new forces, and 
formed them into a body, which from him was called the 
Macnan legion, but foon after difbanded by Galba, whom 
he refufed to acknowlege, through fear of being called to 
an account for the numberlefs murders and extortions, 
which his unbounded avarice and cruelty had prompted 
him to commit. Plutarch tells us, that without either ac- 
ceptmg or rejecting the imperial title, be ftrove to maintain 
himfelf lnpofleflion of Africa, and to famiih the city, by 
ftoppmg the veffels which thence conveyed corn to Rome. 
He was mitigated to this revolt, according to Tacitus * 
chiefly by Galvia Crifpinilla,'who had been the direflrefs 
Of Nero s lulls, and afterwards, palling over into Africa, 
had infinuated herfelf into the favour of the proprietor 
Macer.. According to this account, Macer feems not to 
have revolted till after Nero’s death. «Be that as it may, 

rPlut.inVit.Galb. Tacit. Hift. lib. i. cap. < Suet can ,6 
Dm, p. 7*9. * Tacit. Hilt. lib. i. cap. 7. 5 P ' ' ‘ 


WThoogh the reft of his 
conduct did not anfwer his fe- 
verity in keeping the foldiery 
to their duty, yct he perform- 
« many things worthy of a 
wince (1). Zonaras tells us, 
that he pumflied with the ut- 
poft feventy thofe who had, by 
falfe afeufations, occafioned the 
rum of innocent perfcns; that 
he delivered up to all mailers 
fueh of their Haves as had borne 

,..(*) Su tt- cap. 14.. 

lib. 14. p. 193 . 


witnefs againll them ; and that 
he recalled from exile thofe 
who had been bant/hed by Nero 
upon the law of majefty (2). 
Cafaubon thinks ic plainly ap¬ 
pears frpm an ancient inferip- 
tiDn, that he fupprefled the tax 
of the quadragelima or fortieth 
penny, which had been firft 
taken off, and afterwards reftor- 
ed by Nero (3). 


(*) Zonar. p. i 90 . 


(3) Vid. Span|i- 

he 
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pie was (lain at the command of Galba by Treboaiui Garu- 
pcianus, the imperial procurator in Africa. As for Crifpi- 
S '«lilla, (he returned to Rome ; and though it was notorious 
that (he had fuggefted the pernicious pounfel of famifting 
the Roman people, and for that offence capital punilhment 
was demanded againft her by the univerfal voice of Rome; 
tt, by the connivance of the prince, and the favour of his 
jtinifters (for (he was both opulent and childiefs), ihe 
caped unhurt, and lived in perfeft impunity during the 
signs of Galba, Otho, and Vitellius. 

About the fame time was affaflinated Fonteius Capito, 
.fwho commanded in Lower Germany, by Cornelius Aqui- 
| nas and Fabias Valens, two tribunes, without waiting for 
»the emperor’s command. It was believed that Capito, 

. however abominable his crimes, however ftained with ava- 
: rice, and immerfed in impurities, had declined engaging 
in any turbulent counfels 5 that having rejetted the felici¬ 
tations of Aquinas and Valens to rebel, he was by them 
charged with their own ill faith and treafon; and that 
Galba, either impofed upon, or afraid of making farther 
inquiry, ratified the execution. However, both thefe exe¬ 
cutions, that of Macer, as well as that of Capito, were ill 
received, this being, as Tacitus well obferves, the ufual 
fate of a prince under public hatred, that every attion of 
his, whether good or evil, Js generally difapproved, per- 
verfly conITrued, and contributes to his ruin. Capito was 
fucceeded in the government of Lower Germany by Aldus 
Vitellius, afterwards empejor, who was railed to that poll 
chiefly by the intertft of Vinius, whofe favour he had gain¬ 
ed, by fupporting the fame fattion in the circus. Galba, 
in conferring upon him that command, declared, that he 
did not advance him out of any regard he had for him, or 
opinion of his abilities, but becaufe he believed thofe to be 
lefs feared who were mod: additted to gluttony, and that 
his keen appetite might be fatiated with the plenty of that 
province; fo that his preferment was owing to the cms- 
tempt, and not to the efteem of the emperor *. 

The following year, on the calends of January, GaTba 
entered on his (econci confullhip, having his favourite mi- 
nifter, Titus Vinius, for his Colleague. He had fcarce, 
aflumed the fafees, when an exprefs arrived from Porffpeius 
Propinquus, procurator of Belgic Gaul, informing him, 
that the legions of Upper Germany, in open violation of 
their oath and allegiance, infolently demanded another em¬ 
peror, and referred the free elettion of one to the pieafu're 
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of the fenate and people of Rome. Virg^iius had been re* 
moved from his government; and as he. had neither been 
reftored, nor preferred to any other command or employ¬ 
ment, but treated,in fome circumftancesJike a criminal, they 
{conceived themfelve's to be charged as delinquents, for hav¬ 
ing offered him the empire. Hordeonius Flaccus, who had 
been fent to fucceed him, they utterly contemned, as a man 
void,of courage and authority, and, from his lamenefs and 
|he infirmities of his age, unequal to the dirc&ion of the 
moft orderly and peaceable army. Hence, under their pre- 
fent frenfy, they were farther inflamed by his impotent en¬ 
deavours to reftrain them. This intelligence ripened the 
. defign about which Galba had been for fome time deliberating 

theJspf ^ ith and in concert with his friends, concerning 

lion of a adoption of a fucceflor \ for he imagined himfelf to be 

fucajfor. defpifed, not fo much on account of his age, as for want of 
iflue. His favourites, already at variance, and each pur- 
fumg his own private views, were divided into two factions: 
Vinius was for Otho; Laco and Icelus were combined to¬ 
gether, not fo much to favour the intereft of any particular 
perfon, as to exclude him. As Vinius had a daughter, who 
was a widow, and Otho was not married, no one doubted 
that an alliance between them was intended: Galba, touched 
with concern for the commonwealth, which, he thought, 
was in vain refeued from Nwo, were it to devolve upon 
Otho, the chief confident of that prince’s impuic pleafures, 
did not in this particular, fuffer himfelf to be blindly 
guided by Vinius; but hearing him patiently, deferred the 
farther confideration of the affair to another time. How¬ 
ever, from compliance to his chief minifter, he appointed 
him and Otho confuls for the enfuing year. Hence it was 
generally taken for granted, that Otho would, upon his 
entering the confulftiip, be declared Galba’s fucceflor: a 
fuppofition which caufed univerfal joy among the foldiery, 
who, in general, favoured Otho, and among the courtiers 

SVrS’j Tfc® r CrC paflionate for a Prince that fo much 
refembted their former patron. While Galba was deliberat- 
ifig about the choice, and deferring it from day to day, 
alarming intelligence was brought frfem Upper Germany^ 
f ? r kp°ns being funftnoned, according to cuftom, on 

feemi tD Uke thc M 0ath * M** 

i ? ad d f. ftr °y cd his image® and broken his ftatues, 
fwo? declaring, that they would never acknowlege Galba, 
fwore allegiance to the Roman fenate and people. In con- 

anxkries ,nte ! 1, « enc «* } he emperor, perplexed with 

anxieties, not knowing whither the fury of the revolters 

might tend, and not trufting to the faith of the troops in 
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||Rome, applied what to him feemed the only remedy, and 
Sheld a council for. declaring a fuccelfor, to which, belides 
H Vinius and Laco, he fummoned Marius Celfus conful elect, 
l^and Ducennius Gelninus governor of IJome. 

On this occafion Vmius urged with great zeal the adop¬ 
tion of Otho, and Dqcennius Geminus that of Dolabella, 
who was nearly related to Gaiba: but the emperor, pre¬ 
ferring the welfare bf the public to all other confiderations, 
After a fhort fpeech concerning-his great age, ordered Pifo 
.f Licinianus to be fent for, and, to the great furprize of all, 

-named him his fuccefibr. Pifo was the fon of Marcus 
'i Cutflus and Scribonia, by his father dcfcended from the 
| celebrated Marcus Licinius Crafliis, who was flain in the 
| fatal battle of Carrhse, and by his mother from Pompey 
| the Great. He was at this time in the thirty-firft year of 
I his age, and univerfally eftecmed on account of his ex- 
I traordinary parts, his engaging behaviour, and ftngular 
1 modefty b . 

i Pifo returned him thanks for the extraordinary and un¬ 
expected honour conferred on him, addreffing him now both 
as his father and emperor, with a fpeech full of reverence, 
and fraught with moderation. He betrayed no fymptoms 
- of joy, no change in his countenance, none afterwards in 
his behaviour, as if he had been infenflble of fo mighty a 
favour; manifeft indication?, fays Tacitus, that he was 
more capable of reigning than defirous to reign. The next 
thing that fell under debate in the council was, where to 
declare the adoption, whether to the people ailembled, to 
the fenate, or to thte army. The rcfult was, to proclaim it 
in the camp ; and thither he immediately repaired, though 
that day, the tenth of January, was rendered unufually ter¬ 
rible by heavy rains, frequent claps of thunder, and incef- 
fant lightning; circumstances which, in ancient times, 
would have proved fuiScient ground for dilfolving public af- 
femblies, but were contemned by Gaiba as foyuitous and 
unmeaning. Upon his arrival in the camp, he declared to 
a full aflembly of the foldiers, with the brevity becoming 
an emperor,-that he pdopted Pifo, after the precedent T»f 
the deified Auguftus, and according to the cuftom of the 
army. He then frankly told thlrn, that the fourth lpion,» 
and the eighteenth, at the mitigation of fome few incen¬ 
diaries, had departed from their duty, but would foon re¬ 
turn to their allegiance. As no mention was made of the 
distributions ufual on fuch occafions, thofe foldiers only 
who flood next to him applauded his fpeech, and thiougfa 
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all the reft were obfcrved a fullen fadncjfs and filence, for 
having thus loft the donative; which f cuftom, and their 
own infolent claims, had, in fome degree, rendered nccef- 
mdto the fary. From the camp Galba proceeded 4 o the fenate, where 
Jtaate. he fpoke with the ‘fame brevity as to the foldiery. The 
fpeech which Pifo made was better Received. 

In the mean time Otho, who had been the foremoft to 
efpopfe the caufe of Galba, and thence conceived hopes of 
being adopted, and named by him for his fucceffor, enraged 
at his difappointment, and burning with anger againft 
h c Galba, with envy towards Pifo, determined to make a re- 

lotvijZ folute effort, while the authority of the one was daily de- 

atttmpt caying, and that of the other not yet confirmed. Many 
ihtfrut- concurring motives infpired him with this refolution. As 
rtigwij, j, c had confumed his fortune in a courfe of riot and expence, 
and contraded immenfe debts, he faw nothing in the quiet 
eftablifhment of the ftate but defpair, and founded his hopes 
upon public confufion alone. Befides, he looked upon his 
being thus poftponed, as a certain proof of the difpleafure 
and ill-will of Galba towards him ; and thence thought re- 
iignation and acquiefcence more dangerous than boldnefs 
and temerity. His favourite freedmen too, and his flaves, 
inured to licentioufnefs and riot, were continually difplay- 
ing to their lord the alluring advantages attending the fo- 
vereign power, and reprefeiAing them as his own, if he 
would exert his fpirit and influence. The aftroli^gers, at the 
fame time, urged him by their predictions, confidently 
averring, that the liars prefaged approaching revolutions, 
and a year of great glory to'Otho. Thus ftimulated, Otho, 
who believed thefe predictions to be uttered by a prophetic 
fpirit, and the propitious warnings of the Fates, refolved to 
make a bold attempt, and try his fortune. 

The direction of this treasonable deGgn he committed to 
Onomaftus, one of his freedmen, who introduced to him 
two proper inftrumeuts, Vetuiius, a foldier of the life- 
gwwes, ami Barbius Proculus, teflerarius to the fame band; 
that is, one whofe office it was to receive the parole from 
tTfe tribune in writing, and carry it to the tents of the fol- 
diers. Otho, having firft, in a long converfation, tried 
their temper and capacity,* and found them to be men of 
great addrefs and refolution, imparted his defign, loaded 
them with prefents, promifed them ample rewards,'and 
man Id." f urn *^cd them with large fums, to bribe and corrupt the 
duri an- inclinations of their comrades. Thus two common foldiers 
dirt ait la undertook to transfer the Roman empire from one prince to 
Iranj/tr another and performed it effe£lually. They admitted very 
Ih* impire. f cw j nto the fecret -, the minds of the reft, already uneafy 

and 
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and wavering, they eftranged from the emperor bv various 
artifices, efpecialW by deftroying all their hopes of the do¬ 
native, which haft been promifed, and fo often delayed. 

Rome was at this tfcne filled with troops Galba hail brought 
with him a Spanifh legion; the legion which had been 
raifed by Nero dill remained in the city; and, befides thefe 
forces, there were many from Germany, Britain, and 11 - 
Jyricum, which had been detached by Nero’s order; and 
fent forwards to the Cafpian Streights, for the war he me¬ 
ditated againft the Parthians, but recalled to fupprefs the 
revolt of Vindpc in Gaul. Thefe, dreading the feverity of 
difeipline, which in this reign began to be revived, were 
all ready to revolt. The praetorian guards, indeed, were 
entirely devoted to Otho, who, they hoped, would allow 
the licentioufnefs which they had enjoyed under Nero; 
and fome of them were fo impatient to fee him veiled with 
the fovereign power, that on the fourteenth of January they 
were prepared, as he returned home from fupping abroad, 
to have hurried him away, and declared him emperor; 
only they apprehended, that, in the dark, whoever chanced 
to be prefented to the German or Pannonian army, might 
by them, who were unacquainted with the perfon of Otho, 
be faluted emperor. 

The execution of the defign was therefore deferred till next 
day, when Otho, early in th" morning, went to attend the 
emperor, and was, according to cuftom, received by him 
with a kifs, and admitted to be prefent at a private facri- 
fice which Galba offered jn the temple of Apollo. We Galba it 
are told, that Umbficius the foothfayer had no foonerview- marntdof 
ed the entrails of the victim, than he informed the empe- fl 
ror of difmal prefages, of treafonable plots juft impending, “ ' 

and a domeftic foe, all in the hearing of Otho, who, by a 
different conftrutLlion, underftood it all as propitious to 
himfelf, and a fuccefsful iffue foretold of his own machi¬ 
nations. However, he was not a little difcomxrtgd^atthe 
difeovery, and could not help betraying fome difmay Hud 
confufion ; but in the mean time Onomaftus, his freedm^p, 
arriving, acquainted Jiim, that the furveyor and builders 
waited his coming. This was the fignal fettled among!! 
them, to intimate, that the fofdiers were affemblinft, and* 
the confpiracy ripe for execution. He therefore immedi¬ 
ately withdrew, aifigning as the caufe of his departure, that 
he was about purchafing certain houfes, which being old 
and decayed, it was neceffary firft to examine them. Then 
leaning oq his Freedman, he proceeded through the palace 
of Tiberius to the Velabrum, and from thence to the gilt 



78 


Otho ii fa¬ 
luted empe¬ 
ror by a 
party tf the 
guards ) 


and tarried 
to the 
camp. 


where he 
it by all 
faluted em¬ 
peror. 


Meafetret 
taken by 
Calba to 
fupprefs 
the revolt, 


The Roman Hifiory. 

pillar by the temple of Saturn, where the feveral highways 

in Italy terminated. f 

There he was received by a party of the guards, and pro¬ 
claimed emperor ; but as they were not hbove twenty-three, 
though his foul was not of the fame foft temper and effemi¬ 
nacy with his perfon, but, on the contrary, bold and dar¬ 
ing, yet he was fo difeouraged at the fmaltnefs of their 
number, that he defired to retire, and drop his de/ign. This 
retreat the foldiers would not fuffer; but placing him in a 
chair, hurried him away with their drawn fwords. Plu¬ 
tarch tells us, that he prelfed them to make all the hafte 
they could, crying out, “ I am a loft man.” The pasty 
that attended him was foon joined by the like number of 
foldiers; and thefe, in their progrefs to the camp, were 
followed by others, who came in by fmall numbers, till at 
laft they amounted to a confiderable body. Upon their ar¬ 
rival at the camp, Julius Martialis the tribune, who that day 
commanded the main-guard, fufl'ered them to enter, either 
furprifed at fo daring an undertaking, or privy to the con- 
fpiracy, or elfe believing the camp to be generally infe&ed, 
and that it was in vain to refift. Here they met with no 
oppofition, thofe who were not privy to the delign being 
encompaffed by fuch as were; fo that fome out of fear, 
others by choice, joined the^ revolters, and at laft, they 
unanimoufly faluted Otho emperor and Cscfar e . 

Galba, utterly unacquainted with the revolution, was 
flill intent upon the facrifice, and tiring, fays Tacitus, 
with his fupplications, the guaedian gods of the empire al¬ 
ready under the fway of'another chieF. News were firft 
brought him, that a fenator was, by a party of the guards, 
hurried away to the camp, to be prefented to the foldiery 5 
and foon after word came, that Otho was the fenator thus 
carried thither. Inftantly from all parts of the city people 
crowded to Galba with the fame tidings, each relating 
them^his awn way. Some exaggerated every circumftance; 
Wliers, not laying alide, even at fo defpefate a juncture, 
tjjeir ufual flattery, foothed him with a favourable detail of 
what they pretended to have feen. tin this fudden alarm, 
Galba haftily fummoned h js friends. In a confutation held 
1 withethem, it was refolved, that the temper of the cohort, 
then upon duty in the palace, fhould firft of all be founded, 
not by Galba in perfon, whofe authority was referved as th« 
laft remedy upon the moft dangerous emergency, but by 
wifo 1 who, having caufed them to be afiembled at the foot 

c P ‘ ut ' in Ga,b > Sueton. in Oth, cap. 6. Tacit. Hift. lib. i. cap. 
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of tbe-ftairs of the palace, exhorted them with great elo¬ 
quence and energi, to continue fteady in their allegiance, 
difplaying the vice! and debaucheries of Otho; and affured 
them, that they fliould receive from palba and him, as 
large a donative for preferving their fidelity as was offered 
them by Otho, for dipping their hands in the blood of their 
foveieign. When he had ,ended his fpeech, fome of the 
cohorts deferred their pods; but the major part difplayed 
their enfigns, and prepared their arms to defend their em¬ 
peror. Celfus Marius was immediately fent to fecure the 
troops that had been detached from the army in Iilyricum, 
and were then polled in the Vipfanian porch. To Amu- 
lius Serenus and Domitius Sabinus, centurions of the firft 
rank, orders were given to bring away the band of German 
foldiers from the court of the temple of Liberty. 

Cerius Severus, Subrius Dexter, and Fompeius Longi¬ 
nus, the tribunes, repaired to the camp of the pnetorian 
guards, to try whether by reafon and exhortations the mu¬ 
tiny, then in its infancy, might not be quelled, and obe¬ 
dience reltored. Two of thefe tribunes the foldiers only 
terrified with threats, but laid violent hands on Longinus, 
dripped him of his arms, and ignominioully drove him out 
of the camp, he being particularly obnoxious to them on 
account of his known fidelity and inviolable attachment to 
Galba. The hand detached from the Illyrian army drove 
Celfus from amongft them with flights of darts. The fe- 
cond legion of marines, eager to revenge the blood of their 
brethren who had been maipicred by Galba, on his fird en¬ 
try as emperor into'Rome, joined, without hefitation, the 
pnetorian bands. The German troops continued a great 
while wavering and irrefolute, being in their bodies dill 
feeble (for they were lately returned from Alexandria fickly 
and fatigued), and in their minds entirely peaceable, and 
rather inclined to Galba, out of gratitude for the care he 
was taking for the. re-eftabliftiment of their health 1 . 

Galba,in the mean time, was held in fufpenfe betweenTWC 
different counfels. Vinius was of opinion, that the empe¬ 
ror fhould remain in f the palace, arm his fiaves in his de¬ 
fence, fortify the avenues, ang by no means iffue forth 
amongd men inflamed with rage. All the red alleggd the 1 
neceffity of difpatch, and indant meafures, before the con- 
fpiracy of a few troops, yet weak and unfupported, had ga¬ 
thered drength and numbers. Galba yielded to the advice 
of the latter, it appearing to him the mod plaufible. Pifo, 
however, was difpatched to the camp, as a young man of 
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great fame and reputation, generally looked tipon as an 
Rtceivu enemy to the hated minifter Titus Vinips. Scarce had he 
falfe infor - left the palace, when it was reported, that Otho was llaiu 
in the camp ; and /oon after there appeared perfons who 
crowd’ averred, that they had been on the fpot when the traitor 
was killed, and beheld his dead body extended on the 
ground. It was by many conjectured, that this rumour 
was -firit framed, and afterwards circulated, by the parti- 
fans of Otho, with no other view than to entice Galba 
from his retirement. Upon this occaGon, not only the 
thoughtlefs vulgar broke out into loud fliouts, and extrava¬ 
gant demonltrations of joy; but the greater part of the Ro¬ 
man knights and fenators, now eafed of their fears, and 
therefore void of caution and referve, forced the gates of 
the. palace; and rufhing in, prefented themfelves before 
Galba, complaining, that the vengeance meditated by them 
in his behalf was now fnatched out of their hands. The 
molt cowardly were at this jundture profufe of words, and 
in tongue valiant and daring. No man knew the faft, and 
all affirmed it: fo that Galba, deprived of true information, 
put on a bread-plate; but finding himfelf unable, through 
age and infirmities, to fufiain the preffing crowd, was put 
and from into a chair. Before be left the palace, Julius Atticus, one 
Juhiu At- 0 f t h e guards, prefented hinjfelf before the emperor, and 
‘" u ' difplaying a bloody fword, declared, with a loud voice, that 
by his hand Otho had been llain. Galba returned no other 
anfwer, than, “ Fellow-foldier, whofe orders hadft thou for 
it ?” Such was his firmnefs infedraining the licentious in- 
folence of the foldiery, without being intimidated by me¬ 
naces, or corrupted with the mod foothing flattery'. 

In the mean time they had, to a man, declared for Otho 
in the camp; and placing him amidd the enfigns, upon 
that very tribunal where a little before dood the golden 
datue of Galba, eneompafled him with banners difplayed. 
rh zeal »/ ThecfljBanon foldiers denied the tribunes and centurions 

'<0' &tho‘. rJ> t0 his P erfon ’» na T> th ey cautioned him to beware of 

41 who were in command and authority among them. Fird 
. the prsetorian guards, and then the lfgion of marines, una- 

nimoufly fwore allegiancq to him, and with loud (houts, 
Talutgd him emperor, Csefar, and Augudus. Otho, how 
confiding in his drength, inflamed them with a long fpeech, 
filled with bitter invedtives againd Galba and his favourites; 
and then ordered the common arfcnal to be thrown open, 
whence arms were indantly fnatched, without any regard 
to the cudom of war, or the different orders and ranks of 

• Tacit. Hilt lib. i. cap. 35, 


men. 



8 i 


fht Ronton Hifiory . 

ttert. Gaiba having left the palace, was approaching the 
'oium, when he Was overtaken by Pifo, who, hearing the 
:ries of the rebellious foldiery relounding to the city, had 
thought it advifeable not to proceed to the camp. At the 
Tame time, Celfus Marius, who had been fent to the Illy, 
rian army, returned With a melancholy account. In this 
:onjun£ture, fome advifed Gaiba to retreat to the palace; 
Dthers propofed feizing the Capitol’, and not a few were 
For taking poffeflion of the place where the people ufed to 
rffemble. In this contefl, as in a dorm, Galba’s chair was 
borne fometimes one way, and fometimes another, accord- 
ing to the different movement and fluduationof the multi¬ 
tude ; when. On a fudden, appeared firft a party of horfe, 
and then a body of foot, rufhing furioufly into the forum. 

At their appearance, the dandard-bearer to the Cohort, 
which had remained with Gaiba, rent from his ftandard the 
figure of the emperor, and dafhed it againft the ground. 
Upon this fignal, the whole cohort abandoned him, and 
joined the detachments from the camp. Thofe who car¬ 
ried Gaiba, feized with fear, flung him from his chair pro- 
ftrate upon the ground, and there left him to the mercy of 
his enemies. His lad words are differently reported, as he 
was bated by fome, or admired by others. By feveral it 
was pretended, that he afkejl, in the dyle of a fuppliant, 
what evil Ijc bad merited ? and begged time, only for a 
few days, to difeharge the donative which had been pro- 
mifed in his name but mod agree, that he bravely pre- 
fented his throat to,the affaffins, bidding them drike refo- 
lutely, if the good of the commonwealth required his death. 
Of the perfon, who gave him the mortal blow, we have no 
dear account: fome hold him to have been Terentius, an 
evocatus, or refumed veteran; others, one Lecanius ; the 
more current tradition, in Tacitus's time was, that Camu- 
rius, a common foldier of the fifteenth legion, cut his throat 
with a fword. The red hacked and mangled, iint^Kjtiful 
manner, his legs and arms (for his bread was covered with 
armour); they were tranfported with a fpirit fo brutal aad 
inhuman, that, even after they had cut off his head, they fa- 
tiated their vengeance by disfiguring, with numberlefs 
wounds, his lifelefs body. Upon Titus Vinius they* next 1 
difeharged their rage. Some writers tell us, that, through 
fear, he was quite bereft of fpeech j others, that with a 
loud voice he cried out, they had no fuch orders from 
Otho; whence they conclude, that he was privy to the con- 
fpiracy. Before the temple of Julius Ctefar, he was wound¬ 
ed in the knee j and presently after, by one Julius Carus, a 
legionary, pierced quite through the body. 
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The Roman Hiftory. 

Among the many perfons who boaftedof their inviolable 
faith and attachment to their fovereign, one was found who 

S rformed what he had promifed. This was Setnpronius 
mftts, Centurion ^f a praetorian cohort, andby Galba ap¬ 
pointed to guard the perfon of Pifo. He had not received 
any particular favour of Galba; but .from a principle of ho¬ 
nour, and in compliance with the oath he had taken, he 
placed himfelf before the - emperor’s chair, commanding 
thofe who were advancing againlt him, to fpare the emperor. 
As they ftill approached, he threw away the vine-i ranch, 
which he held in his hand, as the badge of his offiefct. and 
drawing his fword, fingly encountered them all, bolm^up- 
braiding them as deteftable parricides; infomuch that,partly 
by his blows, partly by his reproaches, he drew upon him¬ 
felf the fwords of the aflaifins; and though he could not 
fave the emperor, afforded Pifo, who was already wounded, 
an opportunity to retire. The brave centurion was killed ; 
but Pifo efcaped to the temple of Vefta, where he was, by 
a bondman of the date, received through companion, and 
concealed in his chamber. Otho, being informed of the 
place of his retirement, fent Sulpitius Florus, belonging to 
the Britifh bands, a man lately prefented by Galba with the 
privilege of a Roman citizen, and Statius Murcus, one of 
■his guards, with orders to take his life. By them therefore 
Pifo was dragged from his retreat, and butchered near the 
gate of the temple. His head was immediately' cut off, and 
carried to Otho, who beheld it with unfpeakable joy, think¬ 
ing himfelf now relieved from ^J 1 fear and perplexity. The 
bleeding heads of the emperor, and hii adopted fop, were 
Ruck upbn high poles, and carried amidft the banners of 
the military bauds, clofe by the eagle of a legion. Many, 
who had not the lead (hare in the murder either of Galba, 
or Pifo, difplayed their fwords and hands all imbrued with 
blood, and demanded a gratuity of the new emperor (C). 

The news of Galba’s death were no fooner divulged than 
•*rte'renate, the Roman knights, and the people, earneftly 
crowded to the camp. They condemned the conduft of 
Galba, magnified the judgement and,choice Of the foldiery. 


<9 Tacitus and Plurafth 
tell us, that above a hundred 
and twenty petitions nf this na¬ 
ture, prefented in. one day to 
Otho, fell afterwards into the 
hands of Vitellius, who com¬ 
manded fearch to be made after 


the authors, and punifhed them 
all with death, not from any 
tendernefs for Galba, but from 
policy, looking upon their pu- 
nifliment as a proper method of 
fecuring himfelf againft fuch 
traitors (1). 


(1) Tacit. Hilt. lib. i.cip. 3S—+1. Plut. in Galb. 
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tiffed the haiids of Otho; and the more counterfeit their 
indications of zes\ the more loud were their proteftations. 

The fenate, as if tSey were not the fame men, fays Plu¬ 
tarch, or had other gods to fwear by,'took the fame oath 
to Otho which Otho had not long before taken to Galba, 
and had juft then violated. The new emperor received all 
with great demonftrations of kindnefs ; and, at the fame 
time, endeavoured to pacify thefoldiery, who breathed no¬ 
thing but menaces and ravage. They demanded, that Ma- 
nius Celfus, conful ele£t, and a faithful friend to Galba, 
even in his laft diftrefs, ftiould be inftantly put to death. 

Ttiey hated him, on account of his integrity and unihaken 
fidelity ; but what they chiefly aimed at was, to have their 
hands let loofe to general pillage and maflacre, and to de- 
ftroy every worthy and able man in the Roman ftate. As 
Otho had not fuflicient authority to check the fury of the 
licentious foldiery, he pretended great wrath againft Celfus, otho fawn 
ordered him to be put in irons, as if he referved him for Cilfat. 
fome more fevere punifhment; and by that artifice re¬ 
deemed him from a violent death. From this moment, all 
things were tranfafled by the arbitrary will of the foldiers : 
by them were chofen the captains of the pratorian guards, 
namely, Plotius Primus, once a common foldier ; with 
him they joined Licinius Pnxulus, one in high confidence 
with Otho,,and thought to have been employed by him to 
promote his intrigues. To the government of Rome they 
advanced Flavius Sabinus, partly in deference to the judge¬ 
ment of Nero, in vjiofe reign he had adminiftered the fame 
office, and partly from regard to his brother Vefpafian. 

They then demanded, that the fees which they had been 
ufed to pay to their centurions, for exemption from certain 
military burdens, fhould be utterly abolifhed; for under 
this name every foldier paid an annual tribute. Hence the 
fourth part of a legion ufed to be abfent at once, roaming, 
like vagrants, up and down the countries whereUlfey* '"lL e , 
quartered, robbing and plundering, in order to raife money, 
to purcbafe a difpenfation from military toils. As mod ot 
the foldiers were corrupted byfuch a dangerous immunity, 
and reduced to beggary by the fees they paid for it, they 
were always ready to run into fedition, diffenfion, antfcivil 
wars. Otho readily granted them their requeft : but that Suppnffes 
he might not alienate the affeftions of the centurions, he un- the fen 
dertook to pay out of his own revenue the fees for fuch ex- 
emptions and indulgences, when they were judged ncceffary j , /irr ceu . 
a regulation which, by his fucceftors, was perpetuated as turmi. 
part of the military eftabliftunent. 
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Ill the clofe of the day, Laco, captain' of the guards to 
Galba, was feized, and foon after by Otho banilhed to an 
ifland, where he was murdered by a /veteran whom the 
emperor had fent before him for that purpofe. Icelus, as 
he was only a manumifed Have, was publicly executed. 
The day, thus fpent in tragical iniquities, was concluded 
with public rejoicings. Next day, the city praetor affembled 
the fcnate, when to Otho were decreed the tribunitial au¬ 
thority, the title of Auguftus, and all the honours enjoyed 
by other emperors. From the fenate the new emperor 
was carried in a kind of triumph acrofs the forum, ftilL 
flowing with blood, and over heaps of dead bodies, to the 
Capitol, and thence to the palace, where he granted leave 
to burn and bury the flam. The remains of Pifo were, by 
his wife Verania, and his brother Scribonianus, committed 
to the grave, as were thofe of Titus Vinius by his daughter 
Crifpina, after they had difcovered and redeemed, at a great 
price, their heads, which their murderers hadjretained, in 
order to fell them to their relations. The body of Galba, 
after it had lain long in the ftreets, and fuffered, during the 
licendoufnefs of the night, infults without number, was 
by Argius, one of his principal bondmen, bearing the of¬ 
fice of fteward, privately interred in his own gardens. His 
head, miferably mangled, was ftuck upon a pole by the 
rabble attending the camp, and fet up before (he tomb of 
Patrobius, a freedman of Nero, whom Galba had caufed 
to be executed. Here it was found the day following, and 
deposited with the remains of his body ( f . 

Such was the end of Galba, after he had lived feventy- 
two years, and twenty-three days; and reigned, from the 
time he declared again ft Nero, nine months and thirteen 
days ; but from that prince’s death, only feven months and 
fevendnys. He had paffed through the reigns of five em¬ 
perors, much happier under the fovereignty of other princes 
own. He pofieffed but moderate talents, and 
was, according to Tacitus, rather free from vices than en- 
•*kowed with many virtues. He had commanded, with great 
reputation, in the German wars ^afterwards governed 
Africa, as proconful, with moderation and gentlenefs; and, 
in thtf latter part of his life, ruled with the fame equity 
and juftice the Hither Spain. He would, to ufe the ex- 
prefiion of the hiftorian, in the opinion of all men, have 
paffed as one capable of the empire, had he never been em¬ 
peror; not that his being advanced to that high ftation 
effefted any alteration in him, but becaufe he fuffered 


f Tacit. Hill. lib. i. cap. 47,48, Pint, in Galb. Suet. cap. 10. 
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himfelf to be governed by his freedmen and minifters; men 
who were continually proftituting the credit and character 
of their matter to^ieir own vile purpofes. 

Otho, now honoured by the fenate with the title of C»- 
fnr and Auguftus, affiimed the confulfhip, having for hii 
colleague his brother Salvius Titianus; but refigned the 
fafces on the firft of March to Virginius Rufus, as his bro¬ 
ther did to Poppxus Vopifcus. The new emperor had 
fcarce taken pofleflion of the fovereignty, when he was 
alarmed with intelligence concerning Vitellius; tidings, 
which, before the murder of Galba, had been fupprelTed, 
with a defign to have it believed, that only the army in 
Upper Germany had revolted. Vitellius had been by 
Galba preferred to the command of the legions in Lower 
Germany, to which he had repaired about the beginning 
of December in the preceding year. He with great care 
vifited the winter-quarters of the legions; reftored numbers 
to their ranks who had been degraded ; many he refeued 
from ignominious punifhments ; and cancelled the marks 
of ignominy infli&ed upon others. Having by thefe means Vitellius is 
gained the afFeflions of the foldiery, Fabius Valens, who ‘xntedh 
commanded a legion under him, and was highly difgufted 
with Galba, who, he thought, had not rewarded him ac- f<, ve rei%nty 
cording to his merit, folici[ed his new general to aflume by Valtns. 
the fovereignty, magnifying the zeal and ardour of the fol¬ 
diery, by whom he was no lefs beloved than Galba was 
hated. By thefe infinuations Vitellius was excited to co¬ 
vet the fovereignty, rather «than to hope he fhould ever at¬ 
tain it. In Upper’Germany, Alienus Csecina, who com¬ 
manded a legion, had entirely captivated the attentions of 
the foldiers by his graceful perfon and engaging behaviour. 

He exercifed the office of quseftor in the province of Spain 
called Bsetica, when Galba revolted, whom he immediately 
joined, and was thence by him preferred to the command 
of a legion : but Galba, having foon after difcovvfid^ that 
he had embezzled the public treafu're, ordered him to W “ 
profecuted. Csecina relenting this feverity, ufed all hi s ru troops 
endeavours to induce she troops to revolt, hoping, by an in Upper 
univerfal confufion, to efcape tip: punilhment due to his Ger . ma " Jl l 
crime. Neither in the army itfelf were there wanting feeds ’ 

of tumult and difeord; for the officers had all been engaged 
in the war againtt Vindex ; nor could they be induced to 
acknowlege Galba till after Nero was (lain. Hence a re¬ 
port was malicioully raifed among them, and readily be¬ 
lieved, that the legions were to be decimated, and the cen¬ 
turions, for the mod part, calhiered. The cities of Treves 
and Langres, which lay contiguous to the winter-quarters 
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of the legions, and had been by Galba deprived of great 
part of their territories, were more inflamed againlt him 
than the legions themfelves; and therefore allured them by 
their deputies, thatithey were ready to join them, as foon 
as they declared againlt Galba. On the firft of January, 
when the legions were, according to cuftom, to fwear al¬ 
legiance to the emperor, they refufed the oath, tore the 
images of Galba, and declared that they acknowleged no 
other fovereign but the fenate and people of Rome; not 
one tribune or commander daring to exert himfelf in behalf 
of the emperor, or offering to harangue the multitude from 
a tribunal. It is true, Hordeonius Flaccus, commander*in 
chief, was upon the fpot; but had not courage to reftrain 
fuch as were already ruffling into rebellion, to recover fuch 
as were only wavering, or even to roufe and animate thofe 
who ftill continued Heady and faithful to Galba. Four cen¬ 
turions, namely, Nonius Reeeptus, Donatus Valens, Ro- 
milius Marcellus, and Calpurnius Repentinus, belonging 
to the eighteenth legion, would have protected the images 
of Galba, but were by the furious multitude feized, and 
fecured in chains. None of them (hewed the leaft regard 
to their duty, or their former oaths: but it happened in 
this as in other infutreftions, whither the greater part led 
the reft blindly followed Nyct night,' the eagle-bearer of 
the fourth legion haftening to Cologne, where Vitellius 
then reflded, acquainted him with what had puffed, and 
exhorted him to feize the prefent opportunity. Meffengers 
were by Vitellius quickly difpatched to acquaint the troops 
under his command, that the army in tipper Germany had 
revolted from Galba ) fo that, they muft either make war 
upon the revolters, or, if they preferred peace and tranqui¬ 
lity, join with them, and create an emperor : at the fame 
time, he defired them to confider, that, with much lefs 


danger, they might eleft a prince at once, than continue 
injeajth^f a foveieign. The winter-quaiters of the firft 
legion lay neareft, and with it Fabius Valens, who entering 
Cologne the very next day, accompanied with the cavalry 
of his legion, and a body of auxiliaries, faluted Vitellius 
emperor, and led him ig triumph through the principal 
and jnoft frequented ftreets of the town. His example was 
immediately followed with great ardour by all the legions of 
the fame province. The army in Upper Germany no fooner 
beard that Vitellius had been faluted emperor by the troops 
under his command, than relinquilhing theplaufible names 
The teal of of the fenate and people of Rome, they acceded to the party 
of Vitellius. The zeal of the inhabitants of Cologne, Treves, 
and Langrcs, was equal to that of the legions ; they all of¬ 
fered, 
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fered, with'great fpirit, {applies of men, horfes, and money, 
each according to, the meafure of his power and fufflciency. 

Neither was fuchuiberality confined to the leading men of 
thofe colonies; the common people*too fignalized tlieir 
zeal for Vitellius, in furrendering, inflead of money, of 
which they were deftttute, their girdles, the trappings of 
their horfes, and the filver ornaments upon their armour ; 
not doubting but they (hould, in future, be amply reward¬ 
ed for their feafonable generofity; for, while Vitellius was 
giving away his own fortune, and lavilhing in bounties that 
of others, without meafure or difeernment, they bellowed 
upon this extravagance, the title of liberality and good¬ 
nature s. 

Vitellius, trailing to his llrength, and the zeal of the He begins 
foldiery, began to aft as fovereign, and difpofed of feveral ,a exernft 
employments, which had hitherto beeii adminiitered by the 
imperial freedmen, but were by him conferred upon Ro- p 0 i,,er. 
man knights. At the fame time, to gain the affeftions of 
the foldiery, he ordered the fees exafted from them by the 
centurions, for exemptions from duty, to be paid out of 
his own treafure as emperor. He could not help humour¬ 
ing, in many inftances, the revengeful temper of the fol- 
diers, demanding particular executions: however, in fome 
inltances, he defeated it, un^pr colour of committing the ob¬ 
noxious perfons to prifon. Pompeius Propinquus, governor 
of Belgic Gaul, who had acquainted Galba with the com¬ 
motions begun in Germany, was immediately put to death; 
but Julius Burdo, commander of the naval forces in Ger¬ 
many, was, by Vitellius’s order, fecured in prifon, and 
afterwards difeharged, when the rage of the foldiery began 
to abate. They fufpe&ed that he had firll enticed Fonteius 
Capito to revolt, and then betrayed him; hence againll 
him chiefly the fury of the army raged : but Vitellius, who 
had a particular value for him, faved him by deceiving them; 
and indeed there were no other means of fhewwg, mercy. 

Crifpinus, the centurion, by whom Ponteius Capito haaT'*~" 
been llain, was publicly executed, and with him Nnnius 1N — 
Donatus, Romiliu 3 , and Calpurnius, the four centurions 
lately mentioned ; men comienjned for adhering to their 
faith and duty ; a crime ever thought moll heinous by fuch* 
as have renounced both h . 

Upon the news of the revolt of the armies in Germany, Several 
Valerius Aliaticus, governor of Belgic Gaul, declared for g'vermrs 
Vitellius : his example was followed by Junius Blsefus, go- 

t Tacit. Hift. lib. i. cap. 56, 57. Plut. in Galb, Suet, in Vir. cap. t. 
h-Tacit. Hitt, lib, i. cap. jj—59. 
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vernor of Gallia LugdunenGs, or that part of Gaul which 
took its name from the city of Lyons, and by an Italian le¬ 
gion and a body of horfe quartered at I^/ons, The forces 
in Rhaetia, and thofe in Britain went Iikewifc, without be- 
Gtation, over to his fide. VitelliuSi now become, by the 
acceflion of fo many armies, formidable both in forces and 
treafure, appointed two generals to conduft the war, and to 
each affigned a different route. To Fabius Valens he gave 
orders to crofs Gaul, and in his march endeavour to gain 
over the natives to his party; but if he could not prevail 
upon them to join, to over-run and pillage their country, 
and then make an irruption into Italy, by that part of (die 
Alps which was called Cotdan, and is now known by the 
name of Mount Cenis. Caecina was ordered to advance 
thither by a nearer way, and to pafs over the mountains 
called Pcnini, now the Great St. Bernard. Valens had 
under his command the flower of the army of Lower Ger¬ 
many, to the number of forty thoufand fighting men. From 
Upper Germany Cxcina led thirty thoufand. Vitelliuswas 
to follow, with a numerous body of German troops, to 
fupport the whole weight of the war. While the foldicrs 
were urgent for aftion, and eager to begin their march, not- 
withllanding the rigour of the winter feafon, the general 
paffed his time in voluptuous {loth, in revels, and banquets. 
By the middle of the day he was always intoxicated with 
wine, and fo gorged with feafting, that he was not capable 
of giving any dire&ions : but fuch was the zeal and ardour 
of the foldiers, that they fupplied all the duties of the leader 
•The march as effe&ually as if he had attended in perfon. As foon as 
of Valens tlrcy were drawn out and armed, they demanded with 
eagernefs that the fignal might be given for marching. 

They advanced with affurance to the territories of Treves, 
as to thofe of a friendly Bate. But at Dividurum, now 
Metz, they were feized with a fudden panic, ran to their 
have put the inhabitants to the fword with- 
o/Divi- ^**1"The leaft provocation, had not their general reltrained 
durum, th eir fury, and by entreaties prevailed upon them to for¬ 
bear purfuing the utter deftruftion of the unoffending city. 
There were ilaughtered, tyawever, not for the fake of pil- 
• lage pr fpoil, but from fury and madnefs, near four thou¬ 
fand perfons. Ihe reft of Gaul was fo alarmed with the 
news of this maffacre, that thenceforward, as the army ap¬ 
proached any city, the inhabitants crouded out to meet 
them, accompanied with their magiftrates, in the attire of 
fuppliants, and readily fupplied them with all manner of 
proyifions. In the capital of the Leucians, that is, in the 
city of Toul, Fabius received news of the murder of Galba, 
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and that the fovereignty was devolved upon Otho. Thefc 
tidings did not afifeS the foldiers, for they were only intent 
upon war. The Ipauls bore equal hatred to Otho and VI- 
tellius } hut as they were poflefled with dread of the latter, 
they declared for him. From Toul the array advanced to 
Langres, a city entirely attached to the party of Vitellius, 
where they were kindly received. The inhabitants of Au- 
tun fupplied them out of fear (for they hated Vitellius) with 
money, arjns, and provifions. What the city of Langres 
had done from fear, that of Lyons did through joyj for 
Galba had loaded the former with taxes, deprived them of 
part of their territories, and converted to his own ufe the 
revenues of their ftate (D). 

From Lyons the army was led (lowly through the terri¬ 
tories of the Allobroges and Vocontii; the general, upon 
every halt that he made, making infamous bargains wish the 
proprietors of the fcveral lands, and the magidrates of the 
feveral cities, for favour and exemptions. He ordered Lucus, 
a municipal town of the Vocontii, to be feton fire, becaufe 
they (hewed fome reluflance to pay the fum he had requir- - 
ed. Marching in this manner, Valens arrived at length at Htarrivts 
the Alps. Tacitus obferves, that he had been long very attkt Alpi. 
poor but by this march became fuddenly rich, and aban¬ 
doned himfelf, as his appetites had been whetted by a long 
courfc of penury, to all manner of riot and excefles'. 

On the other hand Carina rioted in greater fpoil, and 
more blood. The Helvetians, not apprifed of the tragical 
end of Galba, refufed to c*vn the fovereignty of Vitellius. ^a/laiim 
In confequence of this refufal Carina, who longed paf- in the awn* 
fionately for a pretence to plunder their country, inftantly < r y of tht 
decamped, and entering their territories in a hoftile man- Htlvttii. 
ner, ravaged their fields, facked their cities, and made a 
dreadful havock of the unhappy inhabitants ; many thou- 
fands were cut off, and great numbers made prifoners ahd 
fold for flayer ; for the Helvetians, once renownuifor their 


> Tacit. Hift. lib. i. cap. 60—67. 


(D) As animofitir.s had been 
long fubliiling between the peo¬ 
ple of Lyons and thofe of Vi¬ 
enne, Valens, at the inftigation 
of the former, marched againft 
the latter, under pretence that 
they had aided the confpiracy 
and attempts of Vindex, and 
had lately levied troops for the 


fupport of Galba. The peo¬ 
ple of Vienne gained over Va- ( 
lens with an immenfefurfl, and 
a donative to the foldiery of 
three hundred fellerces a man; 
they were commanded, how¬ 
ever, to furrender the arms be¬ 
longing to the (late, and to fup- 
ply the Iqldiers with provilions. 
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valour and experience in war, were at this time only fa¬ 
mous for the reputation which they had formerly acquired : 
they were fierce and daring, fays our hitporian, while dan¬ 
ger was at a diftanct, but {truck with terror when it arriv¬ 
ed. As the army, after having committed univerfal ravage 
and fpoil, was marching in order of"battle to Aventicum, 
the metropolis of the country, deputies from thence were 
difpatched to offer a furrender of the city, which was ac¬ 
cepted. Julius Alpinus, a leading man among the Helve¬ 
tians, was, by Cxcina’s order, put to death ; the fat: of 
the reft was referred to the judgement of Vitellius, wV ,, 
moved with the tears and intreaties of Claudius Coffus, thtir 
deputy, a man of great eloquence and addrefs, granted a 
general pardon and fecurity k . While Carina was waiting 
in the country of the Helvetians, till he had learnt the plea- 
fure of Vitellius, and preparing at the fame time to pafs 
the Alps, he received joyful intelligence from Italy, that 
the fquadron of horfe named Syllana, then encamped on 
the banks of the Po, had declared for Vitellius. They had 
ferved under him in Africa, when he was proconful there ; 
had been recalled from thence by Nero, in order to be fent 
forward into Egypt; and, upon the infurreCtion of Vindex, 
detained in Italy. A s the officers were unacquainted with 
Otho, and engaged by obligations to Vitellius, they eafdy 
prevailed upon their men, by magnifying the great ftrength 
cf the approaching legions, and the renown of the German 
armies, to join the fame party, and fwear fealty to Vitel¬ 
lius. With thcmfelves, as a prefent tp their new prince, 
they brought into his intereft the ftrongeft municipal cities 
beyond the Po, namely, Milan, Novara, Jurca, and Ver- 
cclli. As fuch an extenfive country could not be guarded 
by a Angle hand of cavalry, Caecina, who had this infor¬ 
mation direftly from themfelves, difpatched thither the fe- 
vfral cohorts of Gauls, Lufitanians, and Britons, with a 
bo^e^^timan troops, and the fquadron of horfe, called 
Paulina. As for himfelf, he was fome time in doubt 
n’hethcr ic was not advifeable to bend his march over the 
mountains of Rhsetia towards Noricilm, againft Petronius, 
governor ol that province,twho having on all fides railed 
forces, and broken down the bridges over the rivers, was 
fufpefled to a£t for Otho but fearing he might lofe the 
detachments already fent forward, and reflecting, that 
wherever the decifive battle ffiould be fought, Noricum 
would certainly fall to the viftor, he ordered his foldiers. 


' k Taeit, lib. i, cap. 68, 6g, 
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lightly armed, to take their route over the Apennine, and 
conduaed himfelf the heavy body of legionaries over the Hrfiaffti 

Alps, ftill coverediwith fnow'. tht Op. 

The arrival of thefe troops in Italy fiUed Rome with con- R om , j„ 
fternation. Not only the fenate and equeftrian order, who great con- 
had a (hare in the adminiftration, and fome concern for the. ftirnatioti. 
public welfare, but even the populace, loudly complained, 
that two men, the moil infamous for effeminacy, profu- 
Con, and debauchery, were thus fatally chofen, on purpofe 
to dcftroy the empire. They thought their vows for either 
would be alike deteftable, their fupplications alike impious, 

Cnee fuch men they both were, that which of the two 
proved the conqueror, would thence prove the word. In 
the mean time Otho, though hitherto entirely abandoned 
to his pleafures, was not at this juntture lulled alleep by 
them ; but fufpending his voluptuous fallies, and artfully 
diffembling his pillion for luxury, condufted all things 
fuitably to the dignity of the empire. In order to gain the Otfoflri. v te 
affc£tions of the people, who fufpefted his virtues to be to gain the 
feigned, and apprehended a return of his vices, he caufed 
Celfus Marius, conful deft, to be brought before him in 
the Capitol. He had already refeued him, as we have 
related before, from the cruelty of the foldiers, under 
colour of committing him to t prifon ; and now he aimed at 
obtaining the charafter of tendernefs and clemency, by 
mercy fliewn to a man fu illuftrious, fo beloved by the 
Roman people, and fo odious to all the partifans of Otho s 
caufe. • 

Celfus, when he*appeared, confeffed, without betraying 
the lead fear, the imputed crime of having perfevered 
ileadily in his allegiance to Galba; he even appealed to £«**«■' 
Otho, whether he ought not to approve fuch an example 
of fidelity. Otho commended his (leadinefs, and, ill a 
very condefcending manner, defired him rather to forget 
his confinement than remember his releafe : nei^Jifr did he 
treat him as a criminal pardoned, but inftantly admitted 
him amongft his molt intimate friends, and prcfently afte^ 
chofe him one of his generals forcondufline the war. The 
faving the life of Celfus caufijd an univerlal joy amongft 
men of rank, was applauded with loud acclamations Jiy the* 
populace, and not ill received even by the foldiers, who 
now admired in him the fame virtue againft which they 
had, in the height of their fury, been fo much incenfed 

1 Tacit. Hift. lib. i. cap. 70, " Tacit. Hid. lib. i. cap. 71. 

Pio, lib. lxiv. p. 731. 
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The public joy for the deliverance of Celfus was greatly 
heightened by the fate of Tigellinus: he bad been the chief 
author of all the enormities committed b f Nero, whom he 
had afterwards betrayed and abandoned ; and was therefore 
abhorred by thofe who loved and thofe who hated Nero. 
While Galba reigned, he was prote£led by the power and 
authority of Titus Vinius; hence the people were the more 
inflamed againlt him, their old deteftation of Tigellinus 
concurring with their recent hatred to Vinius. From every 
quarter of the city multitudes now flocked to the forum 
and the palace, and filled the circus and the feveral 
theatres, demanding, with bold and feditious threats, the 
execution of Tigellinus, till at length the fatal injundtion 
to die was difpatched to him, then at the baths of Sinuefla. 
There, amidft harlots, after many paflionate embraces and 
unmanly delays, he at lait cut his throat with a razor n . 

While the forces of Vitellius were on their march to 
Italy, Otho, by frequent meflengers, and private letters, 
ftrove to divert his competitor from engaging in a war 
which might prove fatal to both. He offered him immenfe 
fa ms, and fuch a place of retirement as he himfelf fhould 
choofe to live in, agreeable to his profufe life and tafte ; 
he even engaged to fhare the empire with him, and to 
marry his daughter. With thp fame or the like offers Vi¬ 
tellius tempted Otho ; fo that they foon proceeded to re¬ 
proaches, upbraiding each other with their debaucheries 
and profligate lives; nor in this did either bring a falfe 
charge againlt the other. Othoj, having recalled the am- 
bafladors fent by Galba to the armies in Germany, dif¬ 
patched others in the plaufible name of the fenate; but the 
ambafladors continued with Vitellius. Vitellius obliged the 
prtetorian guards, who, by the appointment of Otho, ac¬ 
companied them, to return back, without fuffering them 
to mix with his legionaries. At the fame time Valens 
tranfmijtad' letters to the prtetorian bands, and city-cohorts, 
1 h the name of the German army, exhorting them to aban- 
Jpn Otho, and his intereft. He likewife upbraided them 
tor transferring the fovereignty to Otho, when it had been 
fo long befoie conferred .upon Vitellius. The German 
(army continuing faithful to Vitellius, notwithftanding the 
great promifes of Otho, and the prsetorian bands fteady in 
their allegiance to Otho, notwithftanding the offers of Vi- 
teliius, the two chiefs began to employ fnares and minifters 
of death againft each other: affaflins were difpatched by 

Tacit. Hift. lib. i. cap. 71. 
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Otho into Germany, and by Vitellius to Rome; but the 
attempts on both fides were defeated 

The firft advicds from abroad that raifed Otho’s hopes, mfl of tfo 
were from Illyricum, whence he received advice, that the provincn 
legions in Dalmatia, in Pannonia and Moefia, had declared *dart far 
for him, and fworn illegiance. The army in Judata was 0th,m 
by Vefpafiau induced to fwear allegiance to Otho, as were 
the legions in Syria by Mucianus governor of that province. 

Egypt too, and all the provinces extending to the Eaft, fub- 
mitted to him. The like homage was paid him in Africa, 
in Spain, and in Narbonne Gaul; but the latter province 
foon acceded to the party of Vitellius, which was the near- 
ell and (trongell. Aquitain likewife firft declared for Otho; 
b ut foon after, from the fame motive, fworc fealty to Vi¬ 
tellius : for there was no real zeal, as Tacitus obferves, in 
the people for the caufe and intereft of either of the pre¬ 
tenders, and only by the impreflions of fear they were 
tranfported, and changed from one fide to another. Otho, 
in the mean time, as if full peace had reigned, applied 
himfelf to the civil adminiftration of the empire: in the 
fenate he made many conciliating and popular harangues ; 
upon fuch ancient fenators as had already fuftained the firft 
employments in the (late, he conferred the pontifical or au¬ 
gural dignities; feveral yoyng noblemen lately recalled 
from exile, he invefted with fuch facerdotal offices as had 
been enjoyed by their fathers or auceftors. To Cadius 
Rufus, Pedius Blxfus, and Scsevinus Promptinus, fenators 
degraded in the reigns ofOaudius and Nero, he reftored 
their former dignity. By the like benevolence he attempt- HrJhtditj 
ed to gain the affections of whole cities and provinces. He l ° g a,n 
fupplied the colonies of Hifpalis and Emerita with a frelh af ~ 
recruit of families, and made the whole people of the 
Lingons free of Rome. To the province of Btetica he fub- 
jefted all the cities of Mauritania ; and granted great pri¬ 
vileges to the Cappadocians and Africans. But »st forget¬ 
ting, even while his fovereignty was at flake, to honour 
the memory of his once-favoured Poppsea, he procured 
decree from the fenate for replacing her. feveral ftatues, 
which had been thrown down,after the death of Nero: 
he fullered the ftatues of that prince to be reared in public ' 
places, and did not betray any diftaftc, but rather fatis- 
fatlion, upon his being faluted by the people in the theatre 
with the name of Nero Otho p . 

* Tacit. Hitt. lib. i. cap. 73. Suet, in Oth. cap. 8. Plut. in Othi 
v Tacit. Hift. lib. i. cap. 77, Suet. cap. 7, Plur. in Oth. 
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While the minds of all men were intent upon the pro- 
grefs and iffue of the civil war, the Roxolanians, a people 
of Sarmatia, having made an irruption into Mcefia, to the 
number of nine thoilfand men, and cut off two cohorts, 
were unexpe&edly attacked by the third legion, defeated, 
and obliged to take fhelter in the marfhes, where, through 
the rigour of the winter, they all periflied. For this vittory, 
Marcus Aponius, governor of Rome, was diftinguiflied 
with a triumphal ffatue: and the confular ornaments were 
granted to Fulvius Aurelius, Julianus Titus, and Numifius 
Lupus, commanders of the legions in that country. Great 
was Otho’s joy on this occafion ; for to himfelf he affumed 
the glory, as if the fucccfs in war was owing to his 
aufpices 

At Rome in the mean time arofe, from an unforefeen 
accident, a fedition, which well nigh involved the city in 
deftru&ion. Otho had ordered the feventeenth legion to 
be removed from Oftia, where it was quartered, to Rome, 
and committed the care of fupplying them with arms to 
Varius Crifpinus, a tribune of the pratorian guards. Crif- 
pinus choofing, for the execution of his orders, the clofe of 
the evening, when the camp was compofed, and the fol- 
diers retired to their tents, direfted the armoury to be 
thrown open, and the carriagis belonging to the cohorts to 
be loaded. The latenefs of the hour aroufed the jealoufy 
of the drunken foldiery. Some of the moll turbulent, and 
molt intoxicated, began to cry out, that Crifpinus was 
difaffe&ed to Otho; that the fefiate was arming againft the 
perfon and caufe of their emperor; and that thofe arms 
were to be employed, not for him, as Crifpinus pretended, 
but againft him. This report being immediately fpread 
through the camp, a general uproar enfued; they feized 
their arms, and having cut in pieces Crifpinus, while he 
was endeavouring to reprcl's their feditious fury, and with 
Jiim fuctTof the centurions as were remarkable for feveiity 
of difeipline, they inftantly marched to Rome, and ad¬ 
vanced with their drawn fwords to the imperial palace. 
Otho was then entertaining the chieflords, and the women 
of the greateft diftindiion in the city. As they doubted 
whether the danger proceeded from the mutiny of the fol¬ 
diery, or the premeditated treachery of the emperor, they 
were all feized with dread and terror, and not knowing 
whether they ftiould fly or ftay, conftantly watched the 
countenance of Otho; who, being alarmed at the danger 


1 Tacit. Hill. lil. i, cap, 79. 
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threatening his guefts, amongft whom were eighty fenators, 
not only difpatched forthwith the captain; of thr guards to 
mitigate the rage of the foldiers, but ordered the company 
to retire with all fpeed by private wayv 

They were no fooner gone than the foldiers, breaking ThtimiFe 
down the gates of the palace, forced their way into the and fury. 
banqueting-room, and there, with one voice, demanded 
to have a light of Othn, having in their paflage wounded 
Julius Martialis and Vitellius Saturninus, two officers who 
endeavoured to oppofe their tumultuous entrance. Oil every 
fide arms were brandiffied, and terrible menaces uttered, 
nqt only againft the tribunes and centurions, but againft 
the whole body of the fenate; for as they could affign no 
particular viftim to their fury, they claimed a latitude for 
general (laughter, afferting that the whole fenate had con- 
fpired againft Otho; till the emperor, riling from his 
couch, by Applications, intrenties, and even tears, to the 
difgrace of the imperial dignity, prevailed upon them, with 
great difficulty, to defift, and return to their camp. Next 
day the houfes in the city continued clofe ffiut up; not a 
perfon was to be feen in the ftreets; and the foldiers, with 
down-caft looks, (hewed rather tokens of anger and rage 
than remorfe. Their captains, therefore, Liciniiis Procu- 
lus and Plotius Primus, harangued them in companies 
apart, and endeavoured to appenfe their fury; but to no 
purpofe, till they diftributed among them a large fum. They are 
amounting to five thoufand fefterccs a man. Then, and* *H*a[*d 
not before, Otho ventured ,to enter the camp, where the a 
foldiers, returned at length to a fenfe of their duty, gather- larx ‘ d *~ 
ed round him, and, with a compofed behaviour, required 
that the authors of the infurre£tion ffiould he put to death. 

The emperor, amending the tribunal, reprefented the 
enormity of their late conduft, enlarged on the refpedi due 
to the fenate, and the nccelTity of maintaining military dif- 
cipline in the camp ; hut as he knew, that a fosereiviltv 
like his, acquired by flagrant iniquity, could never be pre- 
ferved by reviving the rigid virtue and difcipline of the 
ancient Romans, he ^concluded, that of the late tranf-* 
greffion but few were guilty, and that of thefe few two 
only (hould be punilhed. His (peech was favourably re¬ 
ceived, and two of the ringleaders in the late tumult were 
immediately executed, no one (hewing the lead concern 
for them, though capital puniffiment was inffiaed in the 
fight of their comrades and the whole army. 

Thus was the fedition entirely quelled; but neverthelefs The eon- 
the city (till continued in the utmoft confternation, from fternation 
the apprehenfion of a civil war, and the dread of being C / Mf f "> 
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involved in the fame calamities which had proved fatal to it 
in the time of Antony and OCtavianus. They were, on 
one hand, under the neccffity of obliging Otho, and, on 
the other, afraid tcf enrage Vitellius, who was fupported 
by a ftrong party, and might ultimately get the better of 
his rival. The foldiers, difperfed all over the city, crept 
into houfes in difguifed habits, as fpies, watching for mat¬ 
ter of mifchief and deltruCtion againft fuch as were diftin- 
guiihed for their nobility or wealth. Some too believed, 
that certain foldiers from the army of Vitellius were arrived 
at Rome, to found the affections of the Roman people. 
Hence all places were filled with fufpicion and diflruVT 
and men were not exempt from caution and fear in the 
molt fecret recedes of their own houfes. But, in public, 
this fort of dread chiefly prevailed: there people ftudied 
with great care to frame their faces agreeable to the quality 
of the news that were faid to be brought, that they might 
not feem to betray any diffidence, when affairs bore an am¬ 
biguous afpeCt, or be flow in rejoicing, when they appear¬ 
ed profperous. The fenators chiefly, when affembled, were 
at a lofs how to preferve in all points a fafe and unex¬ 
ceptionable conduCl. They dreaded the confequences that 
might attend their ifliiing decrees againft Vitellius; but 
were afraid that, by forbearing to iffue them, they might 
Toufe the jealoufy of Otho. In this perplexity, without 
publilhing any decrees, they contented themfelves with 
uttering invectives againft Vitellius, but fuch as being 
common and vulgar, were not ftmarkaljle ; and even thefe 
the moft wary took care to utter when many were fpeaking 
at once'. 

The general terror was increafed by fcveral prodigies faid 
to have happened at this time. From the hands of the fta- 
tue of Victory triumphant, Handing upon the chariot in the 
porch of the Capitol, the reins dropped, as if fhe were 
grown WO weak to hold them any longer. From Juno’s 
chapel fuddenly arofe an apparition of a fize more than hu¬ 
man. The ftatue of Julius Csefar, in an iiland in the Ti¬ 
ber, turned round from weft to eaft, upon a day utterly 
Free from tempefts. In Hetruria an ox fpoke ; divers ani- 
mals'were faid to have produced unnatural births; but the 
molt affeCting omen was a hafty and dreadful inundation of 
the Tiber, whofe waters, fwelling to an immenfe height, 
overthrew the Subliciau bridge, and having their courfeob- 
ftruCted by the heap of ruins, not only overflowed the ad¬ 
jacent parts, but covered places which were reckoned fe- 

' Tacit, Hill. lib. i. cap, 80—85. 
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cure againft any fuch difafter. Many were fwept away in 
the ftreets, and many drowned in their (hops and beds. 
Amongft the populace a famine enfued, the com and other 
provifions being in great part carried ^way by the river. 

As foon as the waters returned into their channel, Otho 
performed the folemnky of luftration, and purified the city 
with facrifices. Then weighing carefully with his friends OiAofm- 
all the methods of conducing the war, he refolveil to fend '• 
a powerful force by fea to invade Narbonne Gaul, fincethe ' 
Apennine Mountains, with thofe of the Cottian Alps, and 1 
all the other approaches to Gaul, were blocked up by the 
arnjies of Vitellius. With this view he reinforced the navy 
and the marines with a detachment from the prsetorian 
bands. The direflion in chief of the expedition was com¬ 
mitted to Antonius Ntwellus, to Suedius Clemens, both 
lately centurions of the firft rank, and to ^imilius Pacen- 
fis, a tribune, difmifted by Galba, and new by Otho re- 
inftateri. Ofcus, one of the emperor’s freedmen, was charged 
with the care of the fliips, and employed to infpedt the fi¬ 
delity and behaviour of the other officers As for Otho 
himfelf, he refolved to march againft Csecina and Valens, 
at the head of the praetorian guards, and the other troops 
which were then quartered in the neighbourhood of Rome. 

Under him commanded, as lieutenants, LSuetouius Pauli¬ 
nos, Marius Celfus, and Ann*us Gallus, all men of known 
valour and experience, and capable of performing great ex¬ 
ploits, had not Otho placed his chief confidence in Licinius 
Proculus, captain of the p{tetorian guards,' and fuffered 
himfelf to be governed by him, though quite unexperienced 
in war \ 

Otho, before he left Rome, ordered Cornelius Dnlabella 
to retire to Aquinum in Campania, where he was kept un¬ 
der confinement, being obnoxious on account of the an¬ 
cient luftre of his name, and kindred to Galba. Then the Oifotr- 
emperor ordered many of the magiftrates, and a g^gat part der ‘J ht w 
of fuch as had been confuls, to prepare for the field, with JJL ,m 
no defign of allowing them any (hare in the war, but only 
under colour of accompanying him (£). Great on this oc- 

• Tacit. Hilt. lib. it cap. 87. 


(E) Amongft thefe was in¬ 
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caGon was tht conftemation of the city; the chief fenators 
were difabled by age from bearing the toils of war; the 
nobles were funk in floth, andj through a long peace were 
entirely ignorant of the military laws; the Roman knights 
were unacquainted with the fun&ions and duties of a camp. 
The more thefe degrees of men ftro\;e to conceal their fear, 
the more apparently they difcovered it. Some, to difguife 
their want of courage, purchafed gay and glaring armour, 
with fine and ftately horfes; others provided materials for 
riot and feafting, as fo many implements of war. The 
giddy and thoughtlefs multitude were puffed up with vain 
hopes. Thofe who found their fortunes and credit despe¬ 
rate during peace, rejoiced in the public commotions, pro- 
mifing to themfelves in particular more fecurity in the ge¬ 
neral diffraction ; but they all foou felt the heavy evils and 
preffures of war, the price of provifions being doubled, and 
the populace at once deprived of the ufual bounties of the 
prince, who could not, without much difficulty, find corn 
and money to fupply his numerous armies 
Takes his When Otho’s forces were ready to take the field, he af- 
nTT ai ■ l ^ e f enate on fourteenth of March, and to their 

* ' ' care recommended the commonwealth : he ordered the peo¬ 

ple to meet, and in a long fpeech to them boafted, that his 
intereft and title were fupported by the majefty of the city, 
and the joint content of th£ people and fenate. Againff 
the partifans of Viteliius he fpoke with moderation and re- 
ftraint, taxing the German legions rather with ignorance 
than with infolence and rebellion : of Viteliius he made no 
mention. In all military deliberationc he confulted Sueto¬ 
nius Paulinus and Marius Celfus ; in his civil adminiftra- 
tion he was believed to employ the talents of Galerius Tra- 
chalus. The emperor’s fpeech was received by the popu¬ 
lace with loud Ihouts and acclamations, each ftriving to 
furpafs the other in drains of flattery. Otho, upon leav¬ 
ing Rome, committed to his brother Salvius Titianus the 
—— charge"of maintaining its tranquility, and of managing the 
and leaves other affairs of the empire. When he had thus fettled mat- 
XenuT"" ters in the city, he at iaft fet out, at the head of the prwto- 
rian cohorts, with a chofen body of fuch of the praetorian 
bands as ferved under the ffandard of veterans, and a great 
nufhber of marines. He himfelf marched before the en- 
figns on foot, wearing a breaft-plate of iron, in the rough 
attire of a foldier, without the leaft attention to his perfon, 
which he had been ufed to cultivate with all the art of the 
.molt luxurious effeminacy". 

> Tacit. Hift. lib. i. cap. is, go. * Ibid. lib.ii. cap. i*. 
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Fortune feconded his firft attempts; for his fleet, having f,htfucctfs 
tnade a defeent in the province of the maritime Alps, de- »/huflitt 
feated the Ligurians, whom Marius Maturus, who governed '* Nar ' 
that province in quality of procuiator,*had armed againft Cau ' 
them, plundered Albium Intemelium, now Vintimiglia, and 
laid wafte the whole Country. In the mean time news be¬ 
ing fent in great hafte and alarm to Fabius Valens, that 
Otho’s fleet was upon the coalt of Narbonne Gaul, he fent 
thither two cohorts of Tungrians, four troops of horfe, and 
the whole fquadron of Treverians, under the command of 
Julius'Claflicus. To thefe were joined a cohort of Ligu¬ 
rians, and five hundred Pannonians. They no fooner ar¬ 
rived, than they were attacked by Otho’s troops, who had 
already landed. The engagement lafted till night, and was 
renewed next day, when Vitellius’s forces were at length 
put to flight with great {laughter : however, as the vittory 
proved very bloody, the victors retired to Albiugaunum, a 
municipal city in Liguria, and there continued without 
making any farther attempts upon Narbonne Gaul. At the 
fame time Decimus Pacarius, governor of Corfica, having 
declared for Vitellius, was flam by the inhabitants, who 
brought his head to Otho *. 

In Italy, the whole country which extends from the Po The rjun¬ 
to the Alps waspoflefied by the troops of Vitellius ; for the tr J 
fquadron of horfe, named Syllana, had brought over with 
them feveral cities to his party, as we have related; and the Alpi fub- 
cohorts, which Cscina had fent thither before him, were mill to ri¬ 
al ready arrived. To^them therefore feveral cities fubmitted, tillmi. 
not from any affection to Vitellius, or that they preferred 
his caufe to that of Otho; but becaufe they were enervated 
by long peace and eafe, ready for any bondage, and the 
eafy acquifition of the firft comer. At Cremona Vitellius’s 
men furprifed and took prifoners a cohort of Pannonians ; 
and between Placentia and Ticinum intercepted a hundred 
horfe and a thoufand marines. Animated with this fuc- 
cefs, they palled the Po, oppofite Placentia, where it was 
reported, that Cwcina approached with his whole army.- 
Veftrius Spurinna, who commanded in that city for Otho, 
with five cohorts of the prxtoriaiiguards,'a thoufand vete¬ 
rans, and a few horfe, though he was certain that Caftina 
was not yet come, determined to confine his own men 
within the fortifications ; but they, headftrong, unmanage¬ 
able, and unacquainted with diicipline, fnatching up the 
enligns and ftandards. Tallied out tumultuoully, turning 
againft their own commander, while he ftrove to reftrain 

v Tacit.Hilt. lib. ii. cap, ij— i>. 
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them, the point* of their weapons, and exclaiming, that a 
plot was intended, and Cxcina treacheroufly called in ; fo 
that Spurinna was obliged to approve their refolution, fincc 
it was not in his pv>wer to prevent it. With them there¬ 
fore he marched out of Placentia, and arriving, as night 
approached, within fight of the Po, reprefented to them 
the neccflity of pitching and fortifying their camp againft 
any luddpn attack. This toil, not able to be borne by men 
ufed to the gaieties of the city, foon abated their courage ; 
all over the camp dutiful and fubmillive language was heard; 
they applauded with one voice the prudent care of their 
commander, who, for the feat of the war, had chof^i a 
colony fo Itrong and opulent; and, fubmitting to orders, 
fufiibred themfdves to be led back the fame night to Pla¬ 
centia, where the walls were forthwith (lengthened, and 
new bulwarks added. 

In the mean time Cxcina, having palled the Alps, en¬ 
tered Italy. After having attempted in vain to corrupt and 
feduce Otho’s forces, he refolved to lay fiege to Placentia*, 
and accordingly encamped before the place. The firfl day 
palled in mutual reproaches, Csecina’s men marching up to 
the walls, and upbraiding Spurinna’s upon the ramparts, as 
p la vers, dancers, idle fpeftators of Pythian and Olympic 
games, men corrupted by the licentious amufements of the 
theatre ami circus, who triumphed in the murdering of 
Galba, a naked and difarmed old man, but were not very 
forward to face an enemy ill the field. Thefe reproaches 
fo inflamed the befieged, that ( next day, when Cxcina or¬ 
dered a general afiault, they behaved “with incredible bra¬ 
very, made a dreadful daughter of his men, and obliged 
them to retreat in the utmolt confufion. In this confliQ, 
the amphitheatre of Placentia, which Hood without the 
walls, the moll (lately and capacious in Italy, was burnt 
down. This defeat brought great difgrace upon the party 
of Vitellius. Csecina, afliamed of his difappointment, im¬ 
mediately repafled the Po, and bent his march towards 
Cremona. Upon his march, Turullius Cerealis revolted 
to him with a great number of marines, and Julius Brigan- 
ticus with a few horfe *. 

4bout the fame time Martius Macer, who commanded 
under Otho a body of two thoufand gladiators, having em¬ 
barked them upon the Po, lauded unexpectedly on the op- 
pofite fliorc, where he furprifed and defeated the auxiliary 
troops which belonged ro the forces of Vitellius, cut many 
of them to pieces, and obliged the reft to take refuge in 

* Tacit. Hift. lib. ii. cap. so—1|. Plat, in Olh, 
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Cremona. Macer red rained bis men from pnrfuinjj them* 
left the fugitives, ftrengthened by fuccours from the city* 
might have changed the fortnne of the day. From this re- 
ftraint, great diltrult arofe amongft the fufpicious foldiers 
of Otbo, the moft cowardly urging criminal imputations 
againft their leaders, afcd putting a malevolent conftmchoit 
upon all their proceedings. Ctecina, much concerned to 
fee all his enterprizes abortive, and fearing left Fabins Va- 
lens, who was now approaching, fhonld rob bini of the 
whole glory of the war, hurried with more impatience than 
circumspection to retrieve his honour At a place about 
twelve miles from Cremona, named Caflores, he lecretly 
conveyed the flower of his auxiliaries into the woods, which 
lay juft above the great road ; the horfe he commanded it* 
advance, and, after having engaged the enemy, to retreat, 
till the auxiliaries, lying in the woods, ihould have an op¬ 
portunity of riling at once out of their ambuih, and falling 
upon the enemy. This ftratagem being difeovered by Come 
deferters to Otho’s generals, Paulinus and Celfus, they 
craftily drew Cwcina’s forces into the fame fnare ; for Pau¬ 
linus taking the command of the foot, and Celfus that of 
the horfe, they placed three cohorts in clofe ranks in the 
high road, and on either fide of it concealed, among the 
woods, the firft legion, the thirteenth, fix cohorts of auxi¬ 
liaries, and a thoufand horfe. The three cohoits in the 
high road were immediately attacked by Csecina’s horfe, 
who,*after having flood their ground a while, turned their 
backs, and fled : but Celfus* who was aware of the artifice, Carina 
with-held his men from purfuing them ; and in the mean dtftaitd. 
time the forces which Qecina had concealed in the woods, 
were difeovered in their ambuih. Then Celfus, pretending 
fear, retired infenfibly before them, till they found them- 
felves furrounded on all tides ; for on both their flanks they 
were attacked by the cohorts of the legions, and the horfe 
fuddenly wheeling about, fell upon them in the rear. 

Fabius Valens arrived with the troops under his com¬ 
mand at Ticinum ; where, while he was fortifying his 
camp, news were brought of the late unfuccefsful battle. 

On this occafictn his troops, accufing him of treachery, as 
if he had, by feigned delays, detained them from affixing 
at the engagement, put themfelves in motion, without wait¬ 
ing for their general’s orders, to join Csecina. Upon the t/,, cfUrtx 
junction of the forces of Valens with thofe of Carina, the tfvuiUiai 
officers of Vitellius declared for a decifive battle. Otho. imtlmr •• m 
on the other hand, advancing to a village between Cremona 
and Verona, called Bedriacum, had recourfe to a conful- 
■ ration, whether it were advifeable to protraft the war, or 
II 3 rifle 
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rifle a battle. Upon this occaGon Suetonius Paulinos, the 
moft experienced commander of his age, declared, that it 
was his opinion, that hafte and prefent action were advan¬ 
tageous to the enemy, but to Otho procraftination and de¬ 
lay, fince the entire army of Vitellius was arrived, and in 
want of neceflaries ; which obliged them to offer battle, as 
the fpeedieft way of fupplying their prefent want. On the 
contrary, Otho’s army w?s abundantly provided ; Italy, the 
fenate, and the people of Rome, were at his devotion, and 
ready to fupply him, not only with proviftons, but with 
treafure, more neceffary than the fword in all civil diflen- 
lions. Befides, feveral provinces had revolted from Vitel¬ 
lius ; whereas all the countries, which had at firft declared 
for Otho, continued inviolably attached to his intereft. In 
his front lay the river Po ; his cities were fecure in the 
ftrength of men and walls ■, and that none of them would 
yield to the attacks of the enemy, was evident from the 
brave defence of Placentia. He added, that were the war 
protrafted till the fummer, the Germans, of all the enemy’s 
forces the moft formidable, could never endure fo great a 
change of country and climate, but infenfibly moulder 
away, and vanifh, with all their terrors. He concluded, 
that as the legions of Pannonia, Dalmatia, and Muefla, 
were upon their march, and, would arrive in a few days, 
the emperor might then refume the prefent deliberation ; 
and if it were judged advifeable to engage, he might bring 
into the field a much more numerous army. With the 
counfel of Paulinus, Marius Cejfus concurred •, and Annius 
Gallus, who was abfent, being ill of thh hurt which he had 
received a few days before from his horfe falling with him, 
declared to thofe who were fent to learn his advice, that he 
entertained the fame fentiments, and would have the em¬ 
peror by all means to wait, at leall till the legions from 
Pannonia, Dalmatia, and Mcefia, had joined him. But 
Otho, Titianus his brother, and Proculus, were determined 
upon engaging: the two latter, hurried by rafhnefs and 
want of experience, were always averring, that fortune, 
and the gods, and the deity of Otho, attended upon his 
counfels, and would undoubtedly profper his enterprizes: 
to fgch grofs flattery had they recourfe, that no one might 
dare to thwart their opinion, which in the end prevailed. 

When an engagement was refolved upon, it was debat¬ 
ed next in council, whether the emperor fhould be pre¬ 
fent in the adlion, or remove elfcwhere. Tntianus and 
Proculus advifed him to retire to Brixcllum, now Ber- 
fellp, where, fecure from the uncertain accidents of bat¬ 
tles, he fhould referve hintfelf, they faid, for the direc- 
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tion of the whole, and the great ends of fovereignty. 
Paulinus and Celfus, that they might not feem to advilc 
expoGng the perfon of the prince to perils, dared not 
oppofe his departure. This advice, which Otho readily 
embraced, was attended with two bad confequences for 
he confiderably weakened the army, by taking with him a 
numerous detachment of the belt troops to guard him ; 
and beGdcs, the forces remaining loft all courage, Gnce 
they fufpefted the fidelity of their leaders. In the mean 
time, the band of gladiators, who ferved under Otho, be¬ 
ing attacked and defeated by a detachment of Germans, 
tha death of Macer, who commanded thofe gladiators, was 
required by the whole army: they had already wounded 
him with a lance, and were falling upon him with their 
drawn fwords, when, by the fudden interpofition of the 
tribunes and centurions, he was refeued. However, Otho 
being obliged to remove him, fent Flavius Sabinus, brother 
to Vefpafian, to take the charge of the forces that had been 
under his command. 

. After the departure of Otho to Brixellum, the name and 
honour of the generalfhip remained with his brother Ti- 
tianus, but the whole authority refided in Proculus. Celfus 
and Paulinus were on no occaGon confulted, but only bore 
the empty title of commanders, and thence ferved to anfwer 
for the faults and iniftakes of others. The tribunes and 
centurions were under the greateft concern, to fee men of 
fuperior worth and capacity thus neglected, while the worft 
bore the greateft authority but the common foldiers, who 
fufpefted their fidelity, were chearful and elated, though 
rather difpofed to cenfure and difpute, than to obey and 
execute, the orders of their commanders. The two armies 
were encamped on the banks of the Po, whence Otho’s 
forces moved their quarters, and retired within four miles 
of Bedriacum. Their march was fo unfkilfully conduced, 
that they were extremely dirt refled for want of water, 
though it was then the fpring of the year, about the thir¬ 
teenth of April, and there were rivers on all quarters. 
Proculus was for continuing the march next day, with a 
defign to attack the enemy, w^jo were encamped fixteen 
miles diftant, at the confluence of the Adda and tfc* Po. 
This refolution was vehemently oppofed by Celfus and Pau¬ 
lin us, who declared againft expoGng the army, fatigued 
with marching, and loaded with baggage, to the enemy, 
who being themfelves light and unincumbered, and having 
moved fcarce four miles, would never lofe the advantage of 
attacking them, either as they marched with their ranks 
broken, or afterwards, while they were fortifying their camp. 
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This point was (till under debate, when a Numidian, dif- 
patcbed by Otho upon a fwift horfe, arrived with letters to 
the generals j wherein the emperor, having fharply re¬ 
proached them with want Ipirif and refolution, com¬ 
manded them to engage, without lofs of time. Upon the 
receipt of the emperor's letters, Celftis and Paulinus drop¬ 
ped all oppofition, and the army immediately decamped)'. 

The fame day two tribunes of the praetorian guards came 
to Caecina, as he was intent upon building a bridge crofs 
the Po, and defirtd a conference. He was juft going to 
receive their overtures, when the fpies, in great hafte, ap- 
prifed him, that the enemy was at hand. The difcousfe 
with the tribunes being thus interrupted, it remained un¬ 
certain, whether they intended to betray their own party, 
to contrive a plot againft the enemy, or had fome defign 
truly worthy and honell. Ctecina having difmifled the tri¬ 
bunes, immediately quitted his poft upon the river, and re¬ 
paired to the camp, where he found the fignal of battle al¬ 
ready given by Valtns, and thefoldiers underarms. While 
Valens was drawing up his legions, his cavalry fallied out, 
hut were by a party of Otho’s forces, much inferior in num¬ 
ber, repuifed, and forced to fly fur fhelter to their ram¬ 
parts ; whence the Italic legion, with their drawn fwords, 
drove them back to the encounter. The legions of Vitel- 
lius were ranged in order of b'attle, without the leaft con- 
flernation or alarm ; for though the enemy approached, 
they were prevented from feeing them by a thick coppice. 
Jn the army of Otho an universal confufion prevailed ; the 
generals diftrufted the foldiery, and the foldiery were in- 
cenfed againft their generals, The carriages and retainers 
to the camp were mixed and crowded amongft the ranks \ 
from a deep ditch on each hand, the way was too flreight, 
even for an army marching, where no danger from an 
enemy was to be apprehended. No order was obferved, 
fome thrufting themfelves into the front, fome retiring to 
the rear, as each found himfelf prompted by bravery or by 
fear. Befides, a groundlefs report was fpread amongft the 
Foremoft ranks of Otho’s army, that^the forces of Vitellius 
had revolted, and would join them immediately. Upon 
this report, they accofted the enemy with the falutation of 
fricnas; but the others returned the compliment with an 
hoftile and threatening murmur, which not only diflieart- 
ened them, but gave occafion to the reft, who were unap- 
prifed of the caufe of fuch greeting, to apprehend that they 
Were betrayed. At the fame time the enemy attacked with 

y Tacit. Hid. lib. i. cap, 39, 40. 
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great vigour; andOtho’s troops, though fewer in number. The batilt 
and fatigued, fuftained the charge with great refutation and of Btaita - 
intrepidity. As the place was embarraffed with trees, 
hedges, and vineyards, they fought without regularity, hear¬ 
ing down one upon another, body to body, buckler to buck¬ 
ler, with fwords and Mares, after a dreadful manner, each 
man exerting his ftrength, as if the event of the whole war 
depended upon his valour. In the open plain, between the 
Po and the high-way, two legions chanced to encounter ; 
the one-and-twentieth belonging to Vitellius, and named 
Rapax; and the firft on Otho’s fide, entitled Adjutrix. The 
foamer was famous for feats of valour; the latter till then 
had never been led into the field, but was fierce, refolute, 
and eager of acquiring renown. They engaged with in¬ 
credible fury, reje&ing the ufe of darts, and doling refo- 
lutely with fwords and axes. After a long and bloody con- 
teft, the foldiers of the firft having routed the foremoft 
ranks of the one and-twentieth, carried off their eagle ; a 
difgrace which fo enraged this legion, that they returned to 
the charge, flew Orphidius Benignus, commander of the 
firft, and took feveral ftandards. In another quarter, the 
thirteenth legion, which fought for Otho, was defeated by 
the fifth. Alphenus Varius, at the head of his Batavians, 
having entirely routed Otho’j gladiators, attacked his army 
in flank ; a circumftance which (truck the praetorian bands 
with fuch a panic, that they fled precipitately, putting in otfo'j or. 
diforder fuch of their own men as ftill kept their ranks, and my round. 
faced the enemy. , 

Thus the whole Jrmy retired in the utmoft confufion to¬ 
wards Bedriacum, As the ways were obftrufted by the 
bodies of the flain (for above forty thoufand fell on both 
fides), the enemy made a dreadful flaughter of the fugitives, 
it being of no advantage to take prisoners, who, in civil 
wars, were not converted into property. Suetonius and 
Proculus took different routes, both avoiding that to the 
camp, from an apprehenfion of ihe foldiery, who had al¬ 
ready charged their commanders with the lofs of the battle. 

Vedius Aquila, commander of the thirteenth legion, having 
with more courage than dil'eretion, entered the camp, while 
n was yet day, was charged by tfie troops that had retrain¬ 
ed tljere, and by thofe who were returned from the battle, 
as a traitor to the caufe, and abufed in a molt outrageous 
manner; not that he had really committed any crime, but 
fuch is the cuftom of the multitude, for every man to call 
upon others his own guilt and difgrace Titianus and Cel- 
fus durft not retire into the camp till night, when the guards 
were already polled, and thp tumult of the foldiery re- 
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prefled. The vi&orious array of Yitellius purfoed the fu¬ 
gitives within five miles of Bedriacum, where they halted, 
not thinking it fafe to attempt forcing the enemy’s camp the 
fame day ; and befits, they entertained hopes of a volan¬ 
tary furrender. 

Otho’s forces feemed difpofed to 'make a vigorous de¬ 
fence, boafling that they had been overcome by afts of 
treachery, not by the fuperior bravery of the enemy : but 
the officers, and Titianus himfelf, in a council which they 
held the day following, agreed to fend deputies to Csecina 
and Valcns, to treat of a furrender. Their propofals were 
accepted, and, upon the return of the deputies, the gales 
of the camp were thrown open. Then both armies meet¬ 
ing, the conquerors, as well as the conquered, burft into 
tears, and at once pleafed and grieved, lamented the dread¬ 
ful confequences of civil wars. Aflembling now without 
diftinftion, in the fame tents, they drafted, with great ten- 
dernefs, one another’s wounds. There were fcarce any fo 
exempt from afBiftion, as not to have fome dead friend to 
bewail. The bodies of Orphidius, and other officers of 
diftinttion, were fought for and buried with the ufual fo- 
lemnity. Finally, they all fubmitted to Vitellius, and took 
the oath of allegiance x . 

Otho waited at Brixellum for an account of the battle. 
Reports were melancholy, but uncertain, till the fugitives 
brought a certain account of the total defeat. The full 
who arrived with the difmal tidings was a common foldier, 
who, being taxed with falfho^d and cowardice by fome 
perfons about the emperor, to convinc'e them of the truth 
of this account, and to (hew that he had not fled for want 
of courage, fell upon his own fword at the feet of Otho ; 
who, admiring his refolution and fidelity, cried out, 11 No 
more fuch worthy aDd gallant men (hall, on my account* be 
brought into danger.” The battle was not decifive; for 
Otho had flill with him many brave troops, inviolably at¬ 
tached to his caufe and interefl:: his forces beyond the Fo 
ftill remained entire; there were numerous garrifons in 
Bedriacum and Placentia and the legions from Mafia, 
Dalmatia, and Pannonia, were advancing; befides, the 
Afiauc, Syrian, and Egyptian legions, were already near 
the Adriatic. Nevcrtbelefs, he was no fooner informed of 
the defeat of his army, than he manifeftly difeovered a 
fixed purpofe of facrificing his life to the public tranquility. 
The foldiers, apprifed of his defign, did all that lay in their 
power 10 fupport him under his affliftion. They preffed 

1 Tacit. Hilt. lib. ii, cap, 41—4.5, Plut. in Oth, 
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him not to defpair, declaring, without flattery or deceit, Thezialrf 
that they were ready, for his lake, to expofe thcmfelves to "iJMim. 
the greateft dangers, and fuller all extremities. Thofe who 
flood at a diftance, fignified their zeal and ardour, by 
flretching out their hands ; fuch as were neareft fell at his 
knees, kiffed his hand/ and entreated him to accept of that 
duty and fidelity which could never expire but with their 
laft breath. Above all, the intrepidity and fidelity of an 
obfeure and private foldier difplayed itfelf on this occa- 
fion; for finding the emperor flood altogether unfhaken 
and fixed in his purpofe, he drew his fword, and, addrefl'- 
ing himfelf to Otho, “ From, this, Csefar (faid he), judge 
of our fidelity; for there is not a man amongft us but 
would ftrike thus to ferve you he then turned his fword 
againft himfelf, and fell at the emperor’s feet. Plautius 
Firmus, captain of his guards, by repeated entreaties be- 
fought him not to abandon an army fo faithful and zealous ; 
foldiers fo Angularly affeftionate and loyal. “ In bearing 
calamities (faid he), more greatnefs of mind is Ihewn than 
in flying from them. To fupport thcmfelves with hope, 
even in fpite of fortune, was ever the part of the magna¬ 
nimous and brave, as it was that of the timorous and fpirit- 
lefs to be drawn by cowardice into utter defpair.” As, 
during thefe exprefiions, Otjio happened to look chearful 
or peufive, there followed Ihouts of joy, or difmal groans. 

Nor was this zeal confined to the prastorian guards, who 
were inviolably attached to the perfon of Otho ; but thofe 
troops who had been fent hefore the reft out of Mmfia, and 
were now arrived, 'declared, that in the approaching army 
the fame fteadinefs prevailed, and that the legions had al¬ 
ready reached Aquileia. Hence it is evident, that the war 
might have been renewed, and that its iffue, notwitbftand- 
ing the late defeat, was altogether uncertain : but neither 
by perfuafions and entreaties, nor by all the apparent pro¬ 
bability of fuccefs, could Otho be prevailed upon to conti¬ 
nue the war, or be diverted from the refolution he had taken; 
a refolution which no one expefted from a perfon of his 
apparent effeminate temper. 

Having commanded filence, he fpoke to them after this Hi 1 [pitch 
manner ; “ This day, my fellow-foldiers, which giv^s me 
fuch fenfiblc proofs of your affection and loyalty, is far 
preferable to that on which you faluted me emperor. I 
therefore befeech you not to deny me the fatisfaftion of 
laying down my life for the prefervation of fo many brave 
men. To expofe wantonly to frefli perils fuch’Virtue and 
fo much fortitude, is a price which I judge too high for the 
redeeming of my own life. I am well apprifed, that the 
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enemy has neither gained an entire nor a deciGve viftory: 
I have advice that the Moefian army is not far off; that the 
legions from AGa, Syria, and Egypt, are near the Adriatic ; 
that the forces in *fudoea have declared for us; the fenate 
favours our caufe ; and we have in our power the wives 
and children of our enemies : but, al£s ! it is not with Pyr¬ 
rhus, with Hannibal, with the Cimbrians, we fight; but : t 
is eagle againft eagle, and Rome againft Rome. Italy mult 
bleed, whether I vanqnilh or am vanquifhed ; and even bo 
who triumphs will have occafion to mourn. I cannot bear 
the thought, that fuch a number of Roman youth, that fo 
many noble armies lliould be cut off, and ravilhed for ever 
from the commonwealth. With me let me carry this fa- 
tisfaftiun, that for my caufe you were all ready to die; but 
be content to furvive me. Vitellius began the civil war, 
and thence fprung the fource of our ftruggling for the em¬ 
pire by arms. To me will be owing the example of ftrug¬ 
gling for it no more than once. By this rule, let pofteriry 
judge of Otho. Vitellius {hall again poffcfs in fafety his 
brother, his children, and his wife. Others have held the 
fovereignty longer; in a manner more glorious none ever 
yet relinquiftted it. Affure yourfelves, it is my free choice 
to die rather than to reign, lince I cannot fo much advance 
the Roman ftate by wars and, bloodfhed. as by facrificing 
inyfelf to the public peace and tranquility. Nothing but 
my death can feal a lading peace, and fecure Italy againft 
fuch another unhappy day. Let us no longer retard one 
another : let not me delay your«care of your own preferva- 
tinn, nor you me in the purfuit of a defign never to be 
lhaken or changed. To multiply words about the fubjedb 
of dying, is the part of a Haftardly fpirit. How much I am 
undaunted in this my purpofc, I defire you to take this 
fignal proof, that.I complain of no man, fince, to blame the 
gods or men, upon the approach of death, implies a mean 
and indiredl defire of living 

After this difeourfe, he defired his attendants to leave 
him, and fubmit without any delay to Vitellius. The 
young men he preffed with authority the old by entreaties, 
addreffing himfelf to all wjth great courtefy, in a language 
1 fuitable to their years or dignity. At the lame time he re¬ 
buked, as ill-judged and unreafonable, the tears and lamen¬ 
tations of his friends, with a countenance calm and com- 
pofed, and a fpeech cool and determined. To fuch as were 
ready to depart, he ordered boats and carriages to be given. 
To thofe who were abfent, he fent paflports, forbidding 
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any one to flop them in their journey. All memorials 
and letters, remarkable for expreflions of zeal towards him, 
or for inveSives againft Vitellius, he committed to the 
flames. Wbat money and jewels he .had, he diftributed 
amongft his friends. 

After having taken ihefe precautions, he caufed all thofe Wntei u 
who were about him to retire; and, withdrawing into a hu filer. 
private room, he wrote confolatory letters to his After, and •»d 
to MelTalina, who had been formerly wedded to Nero, and Mejaliam. 
whom he himfelf had defigned to marry, recommending to 
her his memory and alhes. While he was thus exercifing 
hi$ thoughts about his laft moments, a fudden tumult in¬ 
terrupted him ; for notice was brought of an infurredtiou 
among the foldiers, who threatened with prefent death all 
who intended to depart, as traitors and defertcrs. A gain It 
Virginius chiefly they were enraged, and had already be- 
fieged his houfe. On this information Otho, appearing 
again, reprimanded the authors of the mutiny, gave au¬ 
dience to fuch as were departing, and continued thus em¬ 
ployed till they were all gone in pcrfeft fafety. He then 
withdrew again to his chamber, which he left open till the 
night was far advanced, allowing free entrance to all who 
were delirous to fee him. Having quenched his thirft with 
a draught of cold water, he called for two daggers, anil 
having carefully examined thl points of both, he placed the 
(harpeft under his pillow. He next rcfolved to be fully 
allured that his friends were gone ; a circumftance which 
he no fooner underftood, tjian he lay down, palling the 
night in perfeft repofe, and, as is affirmed, not without 
deep. At break of day he feized the dagger, and gave Hu death, 
himfelf a mortal llab on the left fide of the breaft. Upon 
hearing him groan, his freedmen entered, and his Haves, 
with Plotius Firmus, captain of his guards: they found no 
more than one wound. 

His death was no fooner divulged than the whole place /, lamented 
refounded with the mournful cries of the foldiers, blaming by the fel- 
themfelves with the deepell concern for not watching him dieq. 
more carefully, and thriving to fave a life which was laid 
down to preferve theirs. His funeral was difpatched with h;, „br e - 
great expedition (for fuch had bdfen his own defire), tcepre- faiu. 
vent his head being cut off, and expofed to public derifion. 

The praetorian cohorts bore his corpfe, magnificently at¬ 
tired, often killing his wound and his band, and even pay¬ 
ing him divine honours. At his funeral pile fome of the 
foldiers flew themfelves; and others who were at Bedria- 
cum, Placentia, and in other quarters, underftanding the 
manner of his death, were fo deeply and fenfibly affedted, 
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that they flew oni another, not caring to outlive a prince 
whom they fo tenderly loved. To him they raifed a tomb 
of a mean ftrufture, with this epitaph only, “ To the me- 
mory of Marcus Of bowhich they thought the bell fecu- 
rity againft any infults from the conqueror b . Such was 
the end of Otho, in the thirty-feventh year of his age, after 
he had reigned, according to fome, three months, accord¬ 
ing tn others, three months and five days. He derived his 
origin from the municipal city of Terentinum in Hetruria. 
His father had fuflained the dignity of conful; his grand¬ 
father that of prsetor. His mother’s line was not of equal 
luftre, but far from obfeure. He fpent his tender-years'in 
idlenefs, his youth in fcandalous debaucheries, and grew 
acceptable to Nero by imitating his profligate life. To him, 
therefore, as to the chief confidant of his impure pleafures, 
Nero committed the care of his beloved miftrefs Poppsea 
Sabina, till he could accomplifh the removal of Odtavia, 
his wife-, but foon fufpe£ling him for a rival, he fent him 
into Lufitania, where the adminiflration of that province 
furnifhed a pretence for keeping him from Rome. In Lu- 
fitania he governed with gentlenefs and popularity, was the 
foremofl to efpoufe the caufe of Galba, and promoted it 
with vigour. Thence he conceiVed hopes of being adopted 
by him, and declared his fucctflor; but finding himfeif dis¬ 
appointed, and feeing nothing but defpair in the quiet and 
eitablifhment of the ftate (for he lived in a courfe of riot 
and expence, which even to the fortune of a fovereign 
would have proved burdenfomc), he revolted from Galba, 
and feized the empire in the manner we have related. His 
death was as much applauded as his life was cenfured ; for 
though he had lived like Nem, yet he left this character 
behind him, that no one ever died more refolutely': and 
indeed nothing can be more glorious in a man than to fa- 
crifice his life for the good of his country. 

After the death of Otho the foldiers again mutinied ; nor 
was there any one to rellrain them. They applied to V ir- 
ginius, preffing him, with many intreaties and menaces, 
to accept the fovereignty, or at Ieafb to go as their ambaf- 
fador to Csecina and Valeris. Already they were breaking 
into «his houfe, when he retired by a private-way, and 
efcaped. But Rubrius Gallus, a perfon of great rank, im¬ 
mediately undertook the embafly to VitelliuB’s commanders, 
and obtained pardon for all the troops that lay at Brixellum; 
and at the fame time Flavius Sabinus prevailed upon the 

Tacit. Hift. lib. ii. cap. 49. Suet, can. 11, Plut. in Otb. 
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forces under his commind to go over to the conqueror; fo 
that war had now every-where ceafed, and peace was at 
once re-cftablifbed. Many fenators had accompanied Otho 
from Rome, and had been afterwards .by him left with a 
finall body of troops at Mutina. Here the fenators found 
themfelves expofed t» great danger ; for news being brought 
thither of the defeat, the foldiers flighted it as a report void 
of truth : fufpefling the fenate to be difaffedted to Otho, 
they watched the words of every individual, and wrefted. 
even their countenances and behaviour to a malignant fenfe. 
At laft they proceeded to infult them with invedlives, and 
fepmed only to want a pretence of putting them all to the 
fword. On the other hand, they were afraid of being 
deemed difaffedted to Vitellius, whofe brother was among 
them, if they feemed flow and cool in their rejoicings for 
the vi&ory. They rcfolved, therefore, to return as far as 
Bononia, and wait for more certain intelligence. They 
potted men upon the feveral roads leading to the city, to 
examine fuch as patted. By thefe one of Otho’s freedmen 
being quettioned, why he had quitted his lord, anfwer- 
cd, that he had about him his lord’s laft will and com¬ 
mands ; and that he had left him indeed alive, but fixed in 
his purpofe of dying, and of facrificing his life to the pub¬ 
lic tranquility. Upon this notice they immediately declared 
for Vitellius, whofe brother now prefented himfelf to be 
flattered, as did all the fenators to flatter him ; when on a 
fudden Ccenus, a freedman of Nero, arriving, affirmed, 
that by the arrival of the fgurteenth legion, in conjunction 
with the forces froth Brixellum, the army which had lately 
conquered was entirely routed, and the fortune of the other 
party retrieved and changed. What prompted him to fuch 
a forgery was,that Otho’s warrants for poft-horfes, which 
were now negle&cd, might be efteemed valid. Ccenus 
was by thefe means with great fpeed carried to Rome ; but 
there, a few days after, put to death by Vitellius’s order. 
The fiftion, however, was believed by the foldiers, who be¬ 
gan to threaten the fenators for having departed from Mu¬ 
tina, and declared for, Vitellius ; infomuch that they were 
obliged to conceal themfelves, not daring, for fear of the 
incenred foldiery, to appear abroad, till letters frogi Fa- 1 
bius Valens, alluring them of Otho’s death, removed their 
terrors 4 . 

Rome was, in the mean time, free from alarm ; the in¬ 
terludes facred to Ceres, which yearly began on the twelfth, 
and ending on the nineteenth of April, were celebrating, 

* Tacit. Hift. lib. ii, cap. jj, 54. 
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when news were brought into the theatre, that Otho had, 
by a voluntary death, put an end to his life. The Specula¬ 
tors immediately, with loud ftiouts, applauded the name 
gfthenew emperor, uttering ggainft Otho the fame in- 
vefitives, which a little before they had poured forth againft 
Vitellius. The troops in the city immediately fwote alle¬ 
giance to Vitellius. The people carried the images of 
Galba round the temples, crowned with laurels and adorn¬ 
ed with Dowers ; and piled up heaps of coronets, after the 
manner of a fepulchre, clofe by the lake of Curtius, where 
Galba had been flaia. In the fcnate, the many honours 
given to former princes at intervals, and during a lqng» 
reign, were at once decreed to Vitellius. On the German 
armies high commendations were bellowed, and an em- 
bafly fent to return public thanks, and congratulate them 
upon their late vidlory. The letters, addrefled by Fabius 
Valens to the confuls Virginius Rufus and Poppseus Vo- 
pifcus, of whom the firft was abfent, were publicly read, 
and found to be conceived in terms no way arrogant; but 
the modelly of Crecina was more applauded, who had not 
fent any, it being deemed aifuming in any but the emperor 
to write to the fenate and magi ft rates '. 

In the mean time Italy was affli&ed with greater calami¬ 
ties than Ihe had fuffered during the war. The foldiers of 
Vitellius, dillributed amongft the cities and municipal 


towns, committed dreadful devaftations, without fparing 
even the temples : fome, in the difguife of foldiers, killed 
their particular enemies ; and ,the foldiers themfelves, as 
• they were well acquainted with the country, marking out 
the ricbcft inhabitants, plundered their houfes and farms, 
putting all to fire and fword without mercy, if any refiftattce 
was offered. Their generals durft not reftrain them, being 
equally guilty, and intimidated by their men. Of the two 
Caecina was lefs addifted to avarice, but courted the favour 
of the foldiery. Valens was infamous for pillage and ra¬ 
pine, and thence blind to the excefles of others. Thus, by 
fo mighty a force of foot and horfe, by fuch a£ts of vio¬ 
lence,- ib many depredations and iqfults, was Italy quite 
exha Lifted, and many of the moll wealthy inhabitants re- 
t ductal to beggary f . r ' 

riitWuj V itellius, not yet apprifed of the fuccefs of his arms, 
rectiyu having left Hordeoneus Flaccus with a fufiicient force to 
'ctthevlc- g uar< ^ hanks of the Rhine, was marching towards Italy 
toryt) Be- with the refidue of the German army, reinforced with eight 
anacum. thoufand men drawn from Britain, and frelh levies haftily 
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made amongft the Gauls. After a few days march he re¬ 
ceived the agreeable news of the vi&ory of Bedriacum, and 
the death of Otho- Tranfported with joy, he affembled 
his men, and from the tribunal acquainted them with the 
intelligence he had received, bellowing extravagant praifes 
upon the bravery of his vi£lorioU3 troops. The army, not 
yielding in the bafe arts of flattery to the fenate, made him, 
at this junfture, a general requeft, that he Would raife his 
favourite freedman, Afiaticus, to the equeftrian dignity. 

The emperor, with feeming indignation, rejeded their de¬ 
mand ; but what in the face of the public he had refufed; 
ha foon after privately conferred at a banquet, honouring 
Afiaticus, a mod infamous and rapacious Have, with the 
gold ring, the badge of knighthood. As he was matching Tie Mem- 
through Gaul, other meifengers came with tidings, that ritamiai 
both the Mauritanias had acceded to his party: Lucius Albi- Otelartfir 
nus who, in quality of procurator, governed there, and had 
declared for Otho, being killed by the Moors, upon a re¬ 
port that Albinus, fcorning the title of procurator, intended 
to ufurp the enGgns of majelty, and the royal name of Juba. 

With him were flain Afinius Pollio, who commanded a 
body of horfe, Feftus and Scipio, both captains of cohorts, 
and feveral other officers of diftin&ion. Into thefe tranf- 
aftions Vitellius made no enquiry, not regarding the mur¬ 
der of fo many great men, a hafty hearing being all he 
afforded to any affair, however important. 

His army purfued their march by land ; he himfelf failed Htpurfau 
down the Saone, without the luftre and appointment of an march 
emperor, till Junius Blsefus, governor of Lyonefc Gaul, a fs Ila ^' 
man of great generofity and proportionable wealth, fumilh- 
ed him with a princely train, and accompanied him with 
great ftate and magnificence. This very behaviour provok¬ 
ed Vitellius again!! him, though he then difguifed his aver- 
fion under many courteous expreffions. At Lyons he was 
met by the generals of both parties, the conquerors and the 
conquered. Valens and Caecina he commended in public, 
and placed them on each fide his chair of Hate. Soon after, 
he ordered the whole army to march out, and meet his fon, 
yet an infant, who was brought; covered with an imperial 
coat of armour. His father, taking him thus drefijd in ' 
his arms, bellowed upon him the furname of Germanr- 
c|is, and all the marks of fovereignty. He freely pat- 
doned Salvius Titianus, Otho’s brother; the inftmcl and 
tendernefs of nature which had prompted him to efpoufc 
his brother's caufe, and his own want of abilities, plead¬ 
ing for him. Of Marius Celfus we are only told, that 
Vitellius referred /or him the cotrfulfliip, to which he hid 
Vol. XjUI. I been 
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Hnu he been formerly defigned, and which he was to difcharge in 
tnati the the month of July. He long poftponed admitting Sueto- 
1 '/ nius FaUlinus and Licinius Proculus, keeping them in 
i/tAfi, fufpenfe like criminals; at length he heard them, when 
they both made a defence rather neceflary than honourable, 
and altogether unworthy a man of Faulinus’s chandler ; 
for upon themfelves they freely topk the guilt of treafon, 
afcribing to a fraud concerted between them the long march 
before the battle, the great fatigue of Otho's foldiers, and 
the intermixing the carriages among the troops, when drawn 
up in battle-array. Vitellius gave credit to the confeffion 
of their treachery, and forgave them the crime of fidelity. 
Galerius Trachalus, who compofed Otho’s fpeeches, was 
faved by Ga)eria, the wife of Vitellius : but all the centu¬ 
rions, who had (ignalized their faith and bravery in the 
caufe of Otho, were, by the new emperor’s orders, put to 
the fword; executions which eftranged from him the minds 
of the foldiery, efpecially of the Illyrian legions. However, 
he fuffered the laft wills of fuch as died fighting for Otho 
to continue in force, and the law in behalf of thofe who 
died intellate. 

Sends ft- He lent an edi£t to Rome, to fignify that he deferred 
viral receiving the name of Auguilus, and would not accept that 
'Rome ^ : ky another he ordered the ailrologers to depart 

Italy by the calends of Oftober: this was no fooner pub- 
liihed, than a libel was hung up in the fame ityle, ordering, 
in the name of the ailrologers, Vitellius Germanicus to 
quit the world by the fame day j a circumllancc which fo 
incenfed him againll all thofe of that' profeflion, that no 
fooner was any of them dete£led, than he caufed them, 
without farther enquiry, to be immediately executed. By 
a third edi£t he decreed, under a heavy penalty, that thence¬ 
forth no Roman knight lhould debate himfelf to fight 
amongil the gladiators, or with the wild bealls ; a practice 
which had been greatly encouraged by former emperors. 
Before Vitellius left Lyons, he difpatched orders to Rome 
Delahflla for the execution of Dolabella, who had been confined by 
acm Otho to the city of Aquinum, and, upon the death of that 
^ ’ prince, was returned to Rome. The crimes alleged againll 
• liiny were, that he had broken out of prifon, and, prefent- 
ing himfelf as a new leader to the vanquilhed party, had 
■ attempted to corrupt the cohort quartered at Oflia. Thefe 
offences were urged before Flavius Sabinus, governor of 
the city, by Plautius Varus, a man of praetorian dignity, 
and one of Dolabella’s intimate friends. The charge of 
treafon could not be proved; but neverthelefs Vitellius, 
wliy dreaded a man of his birth and abilities, and likewife 

hated 



ns 


The Roman Hiftoty. 

hated him on account of his having married Petroriia, his 
divorced wife, refolved to' get rid of one whom he looked 
tijpon as a competitor. Having therefore fent for him from 
Rome, and direfted him not to take jhe Fiaminian road, 
but to come round by Interamna, now Temi, he placed 
aflaffins there, with orders privately to difpatch him ■, but 
they, without waiting till he arrived at the place appointed, 
mailacred him in an inn upon the way, while he was not 
under the the leaft apprehenfion of danger s . This inltance 
of cruelty raifed great murmurs among the people and no¬ 
bility, and brought upon the new reign univerfal hatred 
and abhorrence. 

"From Lyons Vitellius removed to Vieftne, where he 
publicly adminiftered juftice, and thence continued his 
route to Italy. As he was a man of a molt voracious ap¬ 
petite, which Tacitus ftyles altogether bealtly and bound- 
lefs, and greatly additted to banqueting, from Rome and 
Italy were brought him dainties of all forts, and every in¬ 
centive to gluttony, the roads from both feas being conti¬ 
nually filled with carriers loaded with viands for the empe¬ 
ror’s table. The chief men of the municipal cities, through 
which he palled, were quite beggared by the magnificent 
feafts, by which they made court to the new emperor. The 
foldiers, following the example of their leader, rioted in 
all manner of excefles, plundering and laying wade, with¬ 
out control, the cities, villages, and farms, contiguous to 
the road. The emperor was overtaken on his route by 
Marcus Cluvius Rufus, governor of Spain, who came to 
clear himfelf of ths crimes with which he was charged by 
Hilarius, the emperor’s freedman, who urged, that upon 
advice of the conteit between Otho and Vitellius, Cluvius 
had attempted to eftablilh an independent principality, and 
to appropriate to himfelf both the provinces of Spain. The 
charge appearing groundlefs, Vitellius ordered his freedman 
to be puuilhed, and took Cluvius into the number of his 
chief favourites, commanding him to attend him, without 
depriving him of the government of Spain, which he ftill 
retained, though abfept. The like honour was not Ihevrn 
to Trebellius Maximus, who had fled out of Britain, alarm¬ 
ed by the menaces of the folditrs in that illand. In his, 
room was fent Vettius Bolanus, then attending at court. 
Vitellius arriving in Italy, found the country filled with 
the troops of his own army, and thofe of Otho difperfed 
amongll the villages and municipal towns, and mixed to* 
gether; fo that continual quarrels and difordsrs enfued ■, 
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for the vanquitbed legions continued ftill in their former 
difaffe£Uon, and breathed nothing but war. 

The emperor therefore refolved to feparate them, and 
deliver Italy from fo heavy a burden. The fourteenth 
legion was accordingly remanded to Britain, from 
whence they had been called over by Nero. With them 
were fent the Batavian cohorts, who had foughj for Vitel- 
liue; whereas the legion had efpoufed the caufe of Otho: 
and hence arofe a fource of perpetual quarrels. The em¬ 
peror ordered the Batavians, as men in whom he could con¬ 
fide, to be incorporated with his own army, and the legion 
to be led forthwith over the Alps, lhaping their route fo as 
to avoid Vienne \ which city was thought to be difaffected 
to Vitellius. Notwithftanding this order, they no fooner 
defcended from the Alps, than they turned their enligns to 
Vienne, and were marching thither, till fuch as were ripe 
for mutiny were by the well-afife£ted prevailed upon to 
march back, in compliance with the emperor’s orders, and 
purfue their route to the coaft of the ocean, whence they 
were tranfported in a body to Britain. The praetorian co¬ 
horts were feparated, and then difcharged; but firft conci¬ 
liated by the rewards which were bellowed upon fuch as 
had ferved their term of warfare. The firft legion of ma¬ 
rines was lent into Spain, to be there indulged with tran¬ 
quility and repofe. The fevAith and eleventh were fent 
back to their old quarters in Dalmatia and Pannonia- The 
thirteenth was kept in Italy and employed in erefting two 
amphitheatres, for Csecina and Valens were preparing 
each a public combat of gladiators, the former at Cremona, 
the other at Bononia. 

Thus Vitellius feparated and difperfed, without the lead 
noile or dillurbance, the difaffedled troops which ferved 
under Otho but had not authority fufficient to rellrain 
the licentioufnefs of his own army. As the officers, and 
even the common foldiers, ufually adopt the manners of their 
emperors, about Vitellius were feen only diforder, drunken- 
nefs, and all things more refembling nocturnal revellings, 
and the debauches of Bacchanals, than a Roman army, and 
military dil'cipline. In this fituation a tumult arofe, which 
.derived its beginning front matter of paftime, but was not 
quellbd without much bloodfhed- Two foldiers, one of the 
fifth legion, the other from amonglt the auxiliary Gauls, 
having', while they fported together, provoked each other to 
^wreftle, the legionary was overcome-, and the Gaul triumph¬ 
ed. pyef him with great (com. This incident immediately 
divided thofc who had affembled only as fpe&ators into two 
parties, infomuch that the foldiers of the legions falling 
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with fury upon the auxiliaries, put two cohorts to the 
fword i but this tumult was in the end compofed by an¬ 
other ; for dull and the glitter of arms being difcerned at a 
didance, a general cry ran in an inftsfit through the whole 
army, that the fouifeenth legion had returned, and was 
approaching with hoftile intent; for they were known to 
be difafFe&ed to ViteMius. Hereupon they all joined to 
oppofe the common enemy : tbeir fear was foon allayed; 
for it proved the rear of their own army. However, as 
they met a Have belonging to Virginias, they charged him 
as one employed to afiaffinate Vitellius; and, rufhing into 1 
tHe banqueting-room, infilled, that Virginius Ihould be put 
to death : though Vitellius entertained not the lead doubt 
about the innocence of Virginius, yet it was with the ut- 
moft difficulty that he prevailed upon the enraged foldiery 
to forbear Iheddingthe blood of one who had borne the fu- 
preme dignity of conful, and been formerly their general h . 

Next day Vitellius gave audience to the ambaffadors from 
the fenate, at Ticinum, now Pavia; then he entered the 
camp of the victorious army, where he was received with 
loud fhouts, and joyful acclamations. After he had com- He dj/landi 
mended the zeal and bravery of the conquering legions, and fcverol 
promifed them their ufual rewards, he fent back to their ,rn P u 
own country the eighteen Bfetavian cohorts, which had at¬ 
tended him in his journey, having found by experience, 
that they were altogether ungovernable. He likewife dif- 
mifled to their feveral territories all the auxiliary Gauls, 
who had been levind in thfc beginning of the war. At the 
fame time, that the revenues of the empire, nearly exhauft- 
ed, might be able to fupply his extravagance, he ordered 
the number of men in the legions and auxiliaries to be re¬ 
duced, put a Hop to farther levies, and granted difcharges 
to all who required them; which, to thofc who continued 
in the fervice, proved matter of great difguft, fince upon 
them, now reduced to a few, reded all the military duties 
before {hared amongd many. 

From Ticinum the emperor took the route lo Cremona, 
where he beheld the public fports, exhibited with extraor¬ 
dinary magnificence by Cxcina.' While he was there, he Jiefimtfi 
conceived a defire of viewing the field at Bedriacum* and the field »f 
furveying the feene of the recent vi&ory. As the battle batt *‘- 
bad been fought not quite forty days before, the field was 
dill covered with the bodies of the (Iain, torn and mangled 
limbs, carcafes of horfes and men putrefied, and the ground 
flamed with corruption and gore •, all the trees felled, the 


h Tacit, Hift. lib. ii. cap. 65—65. 
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corn trod down, the whole exhibiting a Blocking fcene of 
cruelty, daughter, and defoiation. The emperor, how¬ 
ever, perfifted in his refolution, and with a great retinue 
fet out for Bedriactibt j the people of Cremona Brewing 
the road with flowers and laurel, rearing altars, and facri- 
ficine viftims, even where the ghaftly remains of their 
Slaughtered countrymen were Bill to be feen. Csecina and 
Valens accompanied him, and pointed out the fcenes of 
every remarkable circUmBance in the battle, Vitellius did 
not once turn his eyes from a fpeftacle fo tragical, nor 
(hewed the leaB horror at the fight of fo many thoufand 
Roman citizens Haiti and unburied : he even teBified jdy, 
and offered a pompous facrifice to the tutelar gods of the 
place 1 (F). From Bedriacum, Vitellius purfued his route 
to Bononia ; and the nearer he advanced to that place, his 
march proved the more diforderly and debauched. AmongB 
his military troops were blended bands of comedians and 
herds of eunuchs, agreeable to the genius of the court in 
Nero’s reign; Vitellius always fpeaking of him with ad¬ 
miration and praife. At Bononia he afiiBed at the combat 
of gladiators exhibited by Valens, which was extremely 
' pompous and magnificent, all the decorations of the enter¬ 
tainment having been brought from Rome. Before he de¬ 
parted from thence, that he *might procure fome vacant 
months to Valens and Cxcina, for exercifing the conful- 
fhip, he abridged the term appointed for others, and Vale¬ 
rius Marinus, nominated eonful by Galba, he poBponed to 
a farther time, for no offence feiven, hpt becaufe Valerius 
would fubmit to any injury. 

As he was on his march from Bononia, he received let¬ 
ters from his friends in Syria and Judxa, informing him, 
that the provinces in the EaB had taken the oath of fidelity 
Hii trmf to him. Ashe dreaded Vefpafian, and upon the very men- 
ht ihm- tion of his name was frequently obferved to Bart, he no 
fthiii lnft f ooner received thefe tidings, than both he and his army, 
ti jp 01 and }, av ; n g now no r ; va ] p ower to fear, abandoned thcmfclveg 
to all the excefles of cruelty, luB, and rapine. In all the 
great towns through which he paffdd, every pleafure, and 
every diverGqn, proved an allurement to Bop his progrefs. 

I Tacit. Hilt. lib- ii. cap. 7 p, 71. 

(F) Suetonius writes, that them, “ A dead enemy finely 
fome of his train being offended well, but a dead citizen bet- 
with the flench of the half- terevidently betraying by 
putrefied bodies, the emperor that impious faying, his natural 
was fo imprudent as to tell turn to cruelty and bloodflted, 

He 
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He entered the cities in triumph, and was rowed down the 
rivers in painted gailies, curioufly adorned with garlands 
of flowers, and plentifully ftored with the molt exquifite 
delicacies, and incentives to gluttony., He was accompa¬ 
nied by threefcore thoufand armed men, a greater number 
of retainers to the camp, and an immenfe multitude of buf¬ 
foons, mimics, players, fingers, and charioteers. Among 
ihefe there was no order or difcipline ; nay, their rapine 
and daily tumults, however infupportable, proved to the 
emperor matter of fport and diverfion. Hence, not fatis- 
fied with free-quarters wherever they came, they enfran- 
chjfed flaves, plundered the houfes of their hods, infulted 
their wives and children, and, where any refinance was 
offered, beat, wounded, and killed at their pleafure ; for 
though they were conftantly quarreling among themfelves, 
yet, in conteiling with the peafants, they were always una¬ 
nimous. Not only the colonies, villages, and municipal 
cities, were confumed by furnifliing fuch raft fupplies of 
provifion; but as the grain was then ripe, the hnds were 
ftripped and laid wafte. As the emperor approached Rome, 
the crowd, great in itfelf, was encreafed by the arrival of 
the fenators and Roman knights, who came out to meet 
the emperor; a compliment which fome paid out of fear, 
others out of flattery. When the multitude was within 
feven miles of Rome, Viteflius caufed a quantity of meat 
ready drefled to be diftributed amongft his foldiers, to every 
man his portion, as if he had been fattening a number of 
gladiators. , 

In the mean time?, the populace, who came in crowds to 
the camp, and were fcattered all over it, while the foldiers 
regarded them not, cut and conveyed away their belts with¬ 
out being perceived \ which, it Teems, was a joke in great 
vogue with the rabble of the city. The foldiers, who were 'ifu pofu- 
ftrangers to fuch tricks, and could not brook them, upon loci of 
being alked by way of derifion, what was become of their 
belts, ran to arms, and with their drawn fwords falling upon 
the defencelefs multitude, flaughtered great numbers; a 
circumffance which qpcafioned a general alarm and con- 
ftemation in the city. When the tumult in the camp was 
compofed, Vitellius, mounted Upon a (lately courfer, and, 
in his coat of armour, with his fword by his fide, began to 
advance to the gates of the. city, ordering the fenate and 
people to march before him. Being advifed by his friends Tht tmpi- 
not to enter the city in his warlike drefs, as if it had been rtr's miry 
taken by dorm, he put on the fenatorial robe, and made intoRnu. 
an entry altogether orderly and pacific, furrounded with 

I 4 flandards 



J&Dt 


The Roman Hf/lory, 


ftandtrds and colours, and followed by his numerous army fc . 
In this ftate he went to the Capitol* to offer (acrifice to Ju¬ 
piter ; and there finding his toother Sextilia, embraced and 
honoured her with tjie title, qf Aqgufta. From the Capi¬ 
tol, be marched in the fame pomp to the imperial palace. 
The next day he aflemblcd the fenate* and made a fpeech, 
lit which he promifed extraordinary advantages from his 
adminiflration, uttered high and pompous things of himfelf, 
and chiefly enlarged upon his temperance, though all Italy 
had feen him, during his march, wallowing in voluptpouf- 
nefs, and continually intoxicated with wine. The thought- 
lefs multitude, however, broke out into loud acclamations, 
and prefled upon him the title of Auguftus, which, though 
formerly rejefted, he now affumed. He likewife took upon 
him the office of chief pontiff; but was fo ignorant of the 
religious rites, that on the eighteenth of July, he publilhed 
an edi£t concerning the celebration of certain folemnities, 
though that day had been always held unlucky, becaufe on 
it had happened the tragical overthrows at Cremera and 
Allia. 

Hij ton - His chief ftudy was to gain the good graces and applaufe 

duS, of the rabble. With this view he frequented the theatre and 
circus, exhibited public (hews, and did all that lay in his 
power to keep them in good humour. He went often to 
the fenate, even when the deliberations were about things 
of fmall moment. In the room of the pnetorian cohorts, 
which he had difeharged, he raifed fixteen new ones, and 
four city cohorts, each containing a thoufand chofen men. 
For captains of the pnetorian guards, he*appointcd Publius 
Sabinus, raifed from the command of a cohort, and J ulius 
His fa- Prifcus, then only a centurion. Prifcus owed his prefer- 
vaunies meiit to the intcreft of Valcns, and Sabinus his to Csecina j 
*l 7 ~piwtr. for , thefe two favourites all the fun£Hons of fovereignty 
were difeharged, and no portion of power was left Vitellius. 
They ftrove to excel each other in credit and authority, in 
magnificence, in the number of attendants and dependents; 
and hence were ever at variance with one another, their 
ancient and mutual hatred, which, tgren during the war, 
had been ill-difguifed, being inflamed by the malignity of 
their fijveral friends. However, their animofity did not ren¬ 
der them more remifs in feizing for tbemfelves fine houfes 
and gardens, and the wealth'of the empire. Afiaticus too,, 
formerly the emperor’s pathic, and now his freedman, had 
a great lhare in the adminiftration ; for before four months 


Tacit. Hilt lib. ii. cap, 67—89. 
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were eUpfed, he is fa|d to have equalled it} wealth all the 

freedmen of former 'emperors. 

Vitellius abandoned the functions of an emperor, refign- 
ing himfelf entirely to riot, luxury, aqd gluttony. In hie 
court no man ftrove to rife by virtue or ability. One only 
road there was to preferment, namely, by means of con- 
fuming banquets, to gorge the appetitcof the emperor, ever 
craving, and never la tinted. He eat conftantly three, and Hugh i- 
often four and five meals a day, having brought himfelf to t ° ny , a j ul f 
a habit of difcharging his ftomach by vomiting when he P r W r "t/ / > 
pleafed. All his meals were expenfive almoll beyond be¬ 
lief, but not always at his own charge; for he frequently 
invited himfelf to the houfeg of his friends, to breakfaft in 
one place, to dine in another, and to fup in a third, all on 
the fame day. He was every where entertained in a moil 
fumptuous and expenfive manner: but of all thefe enter¬ 
tainments the matt memorable was made for him by Lu¬ 
cius his brother; in which, if Suetonius 1 and Eutropius ■ 
are to he credited, two thoufand different difhes of filh, and 
feven thoufand of fowl, were ferved up; the choiceft of 
both forts that the fea and land afforded. His own profufe- 
nefs fell not much fiiort of his brother’s at the dedication 
of a charger, which, by reafon of its capacity, he termed 
the target of Minerva. It uras neverthelefs filled with the 
livers of the filh called fcari, the brains of pheafants and 
peacocks, the tongueB of birds called phcenicopteri, and 
the fmall guts of lampries brought from the Carpathian 
Sea, and the farthermoft cpalts of Spain. As he judged 
it fufficient to enjcfy prefent pleafures, without troubling 
himfelf about future events, he fquandered away in ban¬ 
quets above feven millions of our money in four months "; 
and Jofephus aflcrts, that if he had reigned long, the whole 
wealth or the empire would not have been fufficient to fup- 
ply the expences of his table. BefideB the valt furas he 
confumed by his riotous living, he ere&ed at a great charge 
{tables for the ufe of charioteers, exhibited aimoft daily 
thews in the circus, combats in the theatre and amphithea¬ 
tre, and wantonly fcattered his treafures in every kind of 
expence. Nothing gave greater difgttft to the virtuous, 
though it proved matter of joy to the profligate an<h de¬ 
bauched, than his folemnizing with great pomp in the Field 
of Mars the obfequies of Nero, and obliging rite Auguftal 
priefts, an order by Tiberius confecrated to the Julian fa¬ 
mily, to aflill at that ceremony. 

1 Suet, in Vit. cap. ij. ® Eutrop. p. 71*. » Tacit. 

Hid, lih. ii. cap. j;. 
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While Vitellius thus Vailed the wealth of the empire in 
voluptuoufnefs, fortune, or rather Providence, was railing 
him a competitor in a diilant part of the world. Vefpa- 
fian had been fint by Nero with three legions, and a confi- 
derable number of auxiliaries, to make war upon the Jews, 
which war he was carrying on with great fuccefs, when 
news arrived of the death of that prince, and the acceflion 
of Galba to the empire. He immediately difpatched his 
fon Titus to pay homage to the new emperor, and to receive 
his orders concerning the profecution of the war. But ob¬ 
taining upon his arrival at Corinth, advice of the murder of 
Galba, and at the fame time underllanding, that Vitellius 
had taken up arms, and deligned to difpute the empire 
with Otho, he refolved to return to Judxa, to receive far¬ 
ther inftruftions from his father. Having therefore left 
Greece, he Iteered his courfe to the ifland of Rhodes, from 
whence he proceeded to Cyprus, and thence to Syria. In 
the illaud of Cyprus his curiolity prompted him to vilit the 
temple of Venus at Paphos, which was at that time highly 
renowned amongft the natives as well as foreigners. After 
he had furveyed the lignal wealth of the temple, the dona¬ 
tions of princes, and other curiofities, he confulted the 
oracle firft concerning the fecurity of his voyage, and then 
propofed, but in vague termg, queltions concerning him- 
felf. The prieft named Soilratus, returned him in public 
a fhort anfwer, but delired a fecret interview, wherein he 
difclofed to him his future grandeur. He proceeded to his 
father ; but before his arrival the armies in the Eafl had al¬ 
ready fworn fidelity to Otho. In Judx&, three legions were 
under the command ofVefpafian; men thoroughly exer- 
cifed in war. Mucianus governed Syria at the head of four 
legions- 

Between thefe two commanders, as they ruled in two 
bordering provinces, great animoiities had reigned ; which, 
however, they dropped upon the death of Nero, and agreed 
to aft in concert for their mutual fecurity and intereft. 
This union was firft begun by the interpofition of their com¬ 
mon friends, and afterwards accomplilhed by Titus. Into 
the fame confederacy entered the tribunes, the centurions, 
and by degrees the common foldiers, who, upon hearing 
that Otho and Vitellius were contending for the empire, 
began to complain, that while others enjoyed rewards for 
bellowing, the .empire, they alone were doomed Haves to 
every emperor. The ardour of the foldiery was well known 
to the generals ; but they judged proper to wait the iflue of 
the war between Otho and Vitellius: even after Otho's 
death, Vefpafian took the ufual oath to Vitellius, and wifh- 



?23 


The Roman Hifiory. 

ed him a prorperous reign in prefence of his army, at a 
precedent for them to follow. His troops heard him with 
difouft and Glence, and were not without great difficulty 
prevailed upon to take the fame oath, 'iunking themfelves 
no lefs able to create and fupport an emperor than the Ger¬ 
man legions or the phetorian bands. They amounted to 
feven legions, with numerous auxiliaries, and the two pro¬ 
vinces of Syria and Judaea were in their poffeffion : to them 
lay contiguous that of Egypt, which was governed by Ti¬ 
berius Alexander, by birth an Egyptian, at the head of two 
legions. Several bodies of forces were quartered in Cap¬ 
padocia and Pontus, upon the frontiers of Armenia, in 
Alia, and the other provinces. The governor of Egypt, 
who was entirely attached to Vefpafian, accounted the third 
legion, then in MtrGa, at his devotion, Gnce it had been 
tranfpored thither out of Egypt: hopes too were entertained, 
that the other legions in Illyricum would efpoufe the fame 
interelf. VefpaGan continued Hill in fufpenfc, reflefting 
how dangerous it was to throw himfelf, at the age of Gxty, 
and his two fons, Titus and Domitian, in the prime of their 
years, upon the caprice of fortune, and the fate of war: in 
private purfuits, room was always left for retreat; but to 
thofe who grafp at the fovereignty, no middle lot remains; 
they mull either reign or peniffi. At the fame time he had 
before his eyes the great ftrength of the German army; a 
circumftance perfectly known to him, who was a man of 
great experience in war. He yielded at length to the fdli- 
citations of Mucianus, and»the other officers, promiGng to 
affiime the title of emperor, when a proper opportunity 
Ihould offer, The two commanders, after having ipentfe- 
vcral days in private conferences, parted, Mucianus going 
to Antioch, and VefpaGan to Cwfarea; the former the me¬ 
tropolis of Syria, the latter of Judaea. 

In the mean time, Alexandria fet the example of ac- 
knowleging VefpaGan for emperor, through the zeal of Ti¬ 
berius Alexander, who brought the legions there to fwear 
allegiance to him on the Grit of July, the day ever after¬ 
wards kept and folemnized as the firft of his reign. The 
army in Judsea took the fame qath on the third of July, 
with fuch ardour, that they would not wait the arrival of 
Titus, who was then on his return from Syria, where he 
had been concerting meafures with Mucianus. Thefe glad 
tidings no fooner reached Mucianus, than he adminiftered 
to his foldiers, who were themfelves well difpofed, the oath 
to VefpaGan. Before the Gfteenth of July, the whole pro¬ 
vince of Syria had taken the fame oath. To the patty ac¬ 
ceded Sohcmus, king of Edeffa, Antioch us, king of Co- 
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m agent, and Agrippa, king of Iturea, who Was returned 
with great expedition from Rome, upon private intelligence 
conveyed to him hy his friends concerning the tranfa&ions 
in the Eaft. Allegiance was likewife fwom by all the ma¬ 
ritime provinces, extending to A ; iia and Achaia, and by 
all the inland regions bordering upon Pontus, and the two 
Armcnias * 

Vefpafian, having now affirmed the imperial authority, 
eftablilhed in the firft place, at Berytus in Phoenicia, a 
council for the direftion of all important affairs. Thither 
repaired Mucianus, with a train of general officers, tribunes, 
and fuch centurions and private men as made a diftinguifhed 
appearance. The army in Judsea furniihed a great number 
of principal officers, who, while they ftrove to furpafs each 
other in pomp and parade, contributed to the fplendid ap¬ 
pearance of the court, and grandeur of the emperor. The 
firft ftep taken for profecuting the war, was to inlift men, 
and to recall the difmified veterans to the feTvice, Forti¬ 
fied cities were allotted for forging arms. At Antioch mo¬ 
ney was coined, gold and Giver. All thefe undertakings 
were, in .their feveral quarters, diligently difpatched by 
careful and capable infpedors. To the kings of Parthia and 
Armenia, Vologefes, and his brother Tiridates, were fent 
as ambaffadors; and at the fame time provifion was made, 
that when the legions Were withdrawn to profecute the ci¬ 
vil war, the countries behind ftiould not be left naked and 
defeneelefs. It was refolved, in a council of all the chief 
officers, that Titus ffiould profeftute thqwar in Judxa, Vef- 
pafran feize the (freights leading into Egypt, and Mucianus, 
with part of the forces, encounter Vitellius. To all the 
generals anil armies letters were fent, with orders to invite 
to arms the pnetorian foldiers who had been diffianded by 
Vitellius. Mucianus, at the head of the fixth legion, and 
thirteen thoufand veterans, began his march, afting rather 
like a colleague, than a minifter of the emperor Me took 
his route through Cappadocia and Phrygia to Byzantium, 
where he had ordered the fleet to attend him. He loaded 
the countries through which he paflefl with exorbitant taxes, 
for which the urgent neceffities of war furniihed an excufe. 
'From*his own treafure he helped to fupport the war ; thus 
liberal of a private fum, which he was fure to repay himfelf 
with ufiury out of the public. The reft contributed after his 
example ; but few were found who recovered their ihare. 

Thu Illyrian army, upon advice that the legions in the 
Eaft had declared Vefpafian emperor, efpoufed the lame 

* Tacit. Hid. lib. ii. cap. 7a—li, Si, 84, Suet. Vefp. cap. 9. 
Jofepb. Bell. Jud. lib. if. cap. 36, 40. 
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party with extraordinary zeal. The third legion, then in The Illy. 
Meefia, was the foremoft i the eighth, and the feventh in- rianamy 
titled Claudiana, followed the example of the third, being 
both devoted to Vefpafian, though they^ad not been in the 
laft batde. They had indeed advanced as far as Aquileia, J * 
and there hearing melancholy tidings of Otho, infulted 
thofe who brought them, rent the Standards bearing the 
name of Vitellius, and "(haring the public money amongft 
themfelves, a died with open hoftility. Hence, confidering 
that they might urge to VefpaGan thefe a£ls of violence as 
matter of fervice and merit, whereas they mult expedl to 
be jiunifhed for them by Vitellius, they not only declared 
for the former, but by letters induced the army in Pannonia 
to join in the confederacy, and were preparing to have re- 
courie to force, if they refufed. In Pannonia the thirteenth and the 
legion, and the feventh, called after the name of Galba, Pannonia* 
acceded without hefitation to the caufe of Vefpafian, chiefly *S ,WM > 
inftigated by Antonius Primus; who finding that VefpaGaa 
was likely to prevail, abandoned Vitellius, devoted himfelf 
to the new emperor, and proved a great acceffion to the 
caufe; for he was a man of tried bravery, daring and en- 
terprifing, a ready fpeaker, powerful in popular tumults, 
and, though rapacious, profufe, and in peace altogether 
wicked and corrupt, yet very ufeful in war. The MuqGan 
and Pannonian armies drew after them the forces in Dal¬ 
matia. Into Britain two difpatches were fent to the four¬ 
teenth legion, others into Spain to the firft; for they had 
both engaged for Otho againlt Vitellius. At the fame time 
letters were difperfdd over all the territories of the Gauls p. 

Vitellius *was Grll informed of the revolt of the third le- rtteWms 
gion in Media ; which intelligence was conveyed to him hears of tht 
by Apouius Saturninus, who commanded in that province; revolt. 
but the circumftances were much foftened and qualiGed. 
Theemperor's friends, foothing him withflattering fpeechcs, 
took care to put favourable conltruftions upon the difagree- 
ahle intelligence. Vitellius himfelf, in an harangue to the 
foldiers, inveighed againft the prtetorians lately difeharged, 
as if they had publilheij lying reports, and allured both the 
foldiery and people, that there was no ground to fear a civil 
war. He took care to fupprefs tfle name of VefpaGan, and 
difperfed foldiers all over the city, with Jirettions to Gjence 
the murniprs of the populace ; a precaution which greatly 
increafed the public alarm. From Germany, from Britain, Sends for 
and from both Spains, he fent for fuccours, but in a very neg- fueconrs. 

* Tacit. Hift. lib. ii, cap. 8j—87. Suet. cap. 18. Mo, lib. lxviii. 
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ligcnt manner, the better to conceal the necefGtf of his af¬ 
fairs. In the provinces, and commanders of the provinces, 
no lefs remiffnefs was found: Hordeoniua Flaccus, who 
commanded in Gerpiany, and Vetdus Bolanus, governor of 
Britain, wavered in their fidelity to Vitellius ; nor in Spain 
was there any forwardnefs or expedition (hewn, the com¬ 
manders of the three legions there^men equal in authority, 
watching the fortune of war, and being ready to follow it 
which way foever it might turn. In Africa, the legion and 
cohort levied by Claudius Macer, and afterwards difeharged 
by Galba, upon orders from Vitelliu3, returned to the. fer- 
vice. The youth of the province offered to inlift with jig- 
nal alacrity, Vitellius having ruled there as proconful with 
great uprightnefs, as had Vefpafian in the fame quality with 
ignominy and public hatred. Valerius Feftus, governor of 
the province, promoted atfirft the inclinations of the people 
with exemplary zeal; hut foon after beginning to waver, 
while he afferted in public the caufe of Vitellius, by fecret 
intelligence encouraged that of Vefpafian, refolved, what¬ 
ever party prevailed, to maintain thejuftice of theftronger d . 

The meafures concerted and agreed on by Vefpafian and 
Mucianus were, that the Illyrian army fhould advance as 
far as Aquileia, poffefs themfelves of the Pannonian Alps, 
and there wait, till their fojees from all quarters behind 
them came up, in order to enter Italy the following year 
in a large body. In the mean time the fleet was to keep 
conllantly cruifing both in the Mediterranean and Adriatic 
feas, in order to prevent the ccjtiveying of corn from Egypt 
to Rome, and provifions from Achaia'or Sicily. By thefe 
means they did not doubt that Italy would be obliged to 
fubmit without bloodfhed : but thefe orders did not reach 
the Illyrian army, till it was too late to put them in execu¬ 
tion ; for the leaders of Vefpafinn’s party in Illyrium having 
held a council at Petovio, now Pettaw in Stiria upon the 
Drave, to deliberate whether they fhould content them¬ 
felves with guarding the paffes of the Pannonian Alps, till 
the forces left behind advanced, or, by a refolution more 
daring, march forward, and veiitute a ftruggle for Italy, 
fome thought it advifeable to wait the arrival of fuccours, 
magnifying the fame antf renown of the German legions ; 
but Antonius Primus, who was againft all delay, argued, 
that to themfelves difpatch was altogether advantageous, 
and to Vitellius only pernicious; fincc the German le¬ 
gions, once indeed formidable, were, by frequenting the 
circus and theatres, and following the idle diveriions of the 

* Tacit, Hift. lib. ii, cap. 96—9S. 
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city, at prefent utterly enervated and debauched, and dread¬ 
ful to none but their hofts ; whereas if time were allowed 
them, their ancient vigour would return, by their applica¬ 
tion to the cares and toils of war. "Not far from them 
(added he) lies Germany j beyond the channel, Britain ■, juft 
by, Gaul, as alfo both “Spains; from all a ready fupply of 
men, horfes, and contributions. Italy itfelf is in their pof- 
feilion, with the immenfe treafures of Rome. The pro- 
tracing of the war, therefore, to another fummer, will 
prove highly advantageous to them ; but in this interval 
where fhall we find provifions ? where money ? Let us 
therefore inftantly make an irruption into the boundaries of 
Italy. The meafures which I advife I am refolded to purfue. 
You, who are yet free to follow fortune on either fide, flay, 
and with you detain the legion. To me a few cohorts, 
lightly equipped, will be fufficient. You lhall foon hear 
that I have opened my way into Italy, and broken the 
power of Vitellius: you will then be glad to follow the 
track of one who has conquered for you.” 

This fpeech, uttered with eyes darting fire, and a fierce 
and thundering voice, animated even the molt cautious 
and wary. The common foldiers, who, together with the 
centurions, had flipped into the council, extolled him as the 
only brave man, the only refolutc leader. His refolution 
being generally approved of, to render the march into Italy 
fecure, letters were forthwith difpatched to Aponius Satur- 
ninus, who had already joined the party of Vefpafian, with 
directions to follow in hafte with his army from Mcefia. 
That the provinces,*thus bereft of their armies, might not 
be expofed to the incurfions of the bordering nations, the 
chiefs of the Iazyges, a Sarmatian nation, were taken into 
the fervice, and retained in pay. Into the party were 
drawn Sido and Italicus, kings of the Sucvians, men re¬ 
markable for their attachment and fidelity to the Romans. 
On the fide towards Rhattia guards of auxiliaries were 
polled, that country being governed by Fortius Septimius, 
the procurator, a man unlhaken in his fidelity to Vitellius. 
Sentilius Felix was ordered to poffefs himfelf of the bank of 
Oenus, now the Ins, flowing between Rhsetia and Nori- 
cum. Thefe precautions being taken, Primus marched 
with great expedition to invade Italy, at the head of a 
chofen body of infantry and cavalry. He was accompa¬ 
nied by Arrius Varus, an officer of great bravery and expe¬ 
rience, which he had acquired under the renowned Cor- 
bulo, whom he was fuppofed, in fecret conferences with 
Nero, to have accufed, and thereby occaiioned the ruin of 
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that celebrated commander. By favour thug inFamottfly 
gained, he was raifed to the rank of a principal oenturion. 

Primus and Varus, advancing to Aquileia, were ad¬ 
mitted into the city, and likewife into the neighbouring 
towns of Opitergium and Altiuum: Padua, and Abeftc, 
now Efte, received them with great demonftra lions of joy. 
In the latter place they learned, that three cohorts of Vitel- 
lius’s army, with the fqUadron of fiorfe called Scriboniana, 
had conftru&ed a bridge at Forum Allienum, now Ferrara, 
where they were polled. At break of day therefore this 
body was lurprifed, Ibme of them put to the fword, and the 
reft either obliged to fare themfelves by flight, or to ^re¬ 
nounce their allegiance. In the mean time two legions ar¬ 
riving at Padua from Pannonia, namely, the feventh, fur- 
named Galbiana, and the thirteenth, named Gemina, Pri¬ 
mus, after having allowed them a few days for repofe, di¬ 
rected his march to Verona, with a defign to feize that 
city, and make it the feat of war, as it was fttuated among 
fpacious plains, fit for encounters of horfe, in which his 
principal force lay. In their march they became mailers of 
Vicetia; an acquifition which, though fmall in itfelf, pafled 
for one of great moment; fince in it Czcina was born, and 
from the general of the enemy the place of his nativity was 
fnatched. The feizing of Verona was deemed a more im¬ 
portant conqueft; for it was a wealthy and flourilhing city, 
and befides, the key of Germany and Rhaetia: fo that now 
all communication between Vitellus and thofe countries 
was cut off. In the mean timc^letters arrived from Vefpa- 
fian, with orders to his generals not' to venture beyond 
Aquileia, but to wait the arrival of Mucianus. Mucianus 
was impelled by a paffion for gaining all the glory, and re¬ 
ferring for himfelf the whole honour of the war: but from 
diftant quarters of the world thefe counfels arrived, when 
other meafures were already taken r . 

Intelligence of the irruption of the enemy into Italy no 
fooner reached Rome, than Vitellius, at length thoroughly 
alarmed, ordered his two generals, Ciecina and Valens, to 
prepare with all expedition for taking the field. New le¬ 
vies were raifed, and volunteers were entitled on promife 
of bgine difmifled immediately after the fervice, and grati¬ 
fied with the fame rewards that were bellowed on veterans 
after a long courfe of warfare. As Valens was juft then 
recovered From a fevere fit of ficknefs, Czcina alone was 
placed at the head of the German army. The appearance 

‘ Tacit. Hid. lib. iii.csp. 1—5, 
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of tbofe farces, fo dreadful upon their late entry, proved 
far different upon their departure : they had, by imitating 
the exceffes of their emperor, by abandoning themfelves to 
the voluptuous entertainments of the, city, and following 
other practices too abominable to be named, quite exhauft- 
ed their martial ardour, and enfeebled their bodies. Their 
march was diforderly and flow, their ranks were thin, great 
numbers having been fwept off by diftempers arifing from 
their riotous living ; their horfes were almoft lifelefs, and the 
men grown too delicate to bear the fun, the duff, or the 
weather : but the more averfe they were to military toils, 
thye greater propenfity they had to difobedience and mutiny. 

It was generally believed, that Carina, who commanded Carina 
them, out of jealoufy and hatred to Fabius Valens, Vitel- tuavmia 
lius’s chief favourite, had already refolved to change Tides, I'ufidtlUj. 
and flgnified his intention to Flavius Sabinus, V el'pafian’s 
brother, whom Vitellius had not yet removed from the go¬ 
vernment of Rome. Carina, after Vitellius had embraced 
and difmiffed him with high marks of honour, leuing the 
city, detached part of the cavalry to poffefs themfelves of 
Cremona, ordering the reft to repair to Hoftilia, a place of 
fome ftrength, about thirty miles from Verona. He him- 
fclf turned off to Ravenna, to confer with Lucius Baffus, 
who, from the command of a fquadron of horfe, had been 
preferred by Vitellius at one? to that of the two fleets, the 
one riding at Ravenna, the other at Mifenum ; but was ne- 
verthelefs highly diflatisfied, becaufe he was not appointed 
captain of the pratorian guards. Carina having rejoined His inath- 
the legions, employed many devices to alienate the affec- tr y > 
tinns of the centurions and common foldiers from Vitel¬ 
lius, to whom they were ftrongly devoted. Baffus under¬ 
took the fame talk with the fleet, and accomplilhed it with¬ 
out much difficulty *, for as they had lately ferved underOtho, 
they were ready to throw off their allegiance to Vitellius. 

Carina advanced to Hoftilia, and encamped between that 
village and the marlhes formed by the river Tartarus, be¬ 
ing defended behind by the river, and on each fide by the 
niarlh. As he had witji him (ix legions, and a great num¬ 
ber of auxiliaries, it was ill his power to have utterly de¬ 
feated Primus's two legions (forffiis other forces were not , 
yet arrived), and to have forced them to abandon Ifaly: 
but framing delays, he privately carried on a correfpondence 
with the enemy’s generals, till, by intercourfe of meflengers, 
he agreed upon the articles of his treachery. In the mean 
time the feventh legion, named Claudiana, arrived at Ve¬ 
rona, under the command of Vipfanius Meffala, a man of 
a moft illuftrious family, and the only perfon who engaged 
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who had advanced dole to the walls of Cremona, having 
feized a few ftragglers, learned of them, that fix legions of 
Vitellius, and the whole army which had encamped at 
HolUlia, having that day marched thirty miles, were juft 
approaching in order of battle. Primus immediately drew 
up his men, according to the nature of the ground, and 
made the neceflary preparations to receive the enemy, who, 
as they wanted a leader of experience, inftead of refting at 
Cremona, refolved, fatigued as they were, to attack the 
forces of Primus, and actually began the engagement at the 
third hour of the night ; that is, about nine in the evening. 

The combat lafted the whole night, fortune fometimes 
favouring one fide, fometimes another. As they fought in 
the dark, and the watch-word of each, by being frequently 
alked and repeated, became known to the other, they could 
not difeem friend from foe. In this dreadful confufion the 
feventh legion, called Galbiana, was feverely handled. Out 
of it lix centurions of principal rank were flain, and fome 
of .he enfigns taken : the eagle, however, was preferv&d 
by Attilius Verus, the chief centurion, who, in defending 
it, flew heaps of the enemy, and at laft was flain. The 
troops of Primus were chiefly annoyed by a balifta of amaz¬ 
ing bulk, which being placed in the middle of the highway, 
fwept away whole ranks, by difeharging again ft them many 
Hones. At length two com>.non foldiers, palling undis¬ 
covered through the midft of the enemy, cut the fprings of 
the engines, and thus, at the expence of their own lives 
(for they were immediately cut in pieces), faved part of the 
army from deftru&ion. To nAther lid? was fortune yet in¬ 
clining, when the moon rifing difeovered the two armies to 
each other. More favourable, however, Ihe proved to that 
of Vefpalian, as Ihe lltone upon their backs, and full in the 
enemy’s faces. Primus, now that he could diftinguilh his 
own men, and be by them diftinguilhed, exerted all his 
endeavours to animate them by force ofapplaufe, reproach, 
and exhortation. In the midft of thefe efforts the third le¬ 
gion, accoiding to the cuftom in Syria, where they had 
been long quartered, paid their adoration to the riling fun. 
This incident gave birth to a report, *which flew in aninftant 
through the whole army, and reached the enemy, that Mu- 
cianfis was arrived, and between his forces and the third 
legion mutual falutations had palled. The troops of Vitel- 
liuswere greatly dilheartened by this report; when Primus, 
feizing the occaiion, puihed them with redoubled vigour, 
ind cntir'-ly broke their ranks; which they attempted in¬ 
deed to reflore, but in vain, being embarrafled by their own 
Carriages and engines. 

Being 
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Being therefore no longer able to keep their ground, they 
fled with precipitation, and ftrorc to gain Cremona ; the 
vigors purfuing them with great daughter. Vitellius is faid 
to have loft, in the engagement and ^rarfuit, about thirty 
thoufand men (G). , 

As the conquerors approached Cremona, they found the 
enemy encamped quite round the walls, defended by a deep 
ditch, which, had been dug in the war againft Otho, and 
fince ftrengthened with firefti works. To proceed to the 
aftault with an army exhaurted with the continued toil of a 
day and anight, feemedto the leaders an enterprize full of 
danger and difficulty; but the foldiers, more inclined to brave 
perils than to bear delays, demanded to be forthwith led on 
to the attack. Primus, yielding to this humour, ordered 
them, in the form of a ring, to invert the entrenchments, 
and begin the aftault; which they gave with a fury hardly 
to be exprefted, railing their (hield 3 over their heads, and 
thence forming a teftudo, under the Ihelter of which they 
advanced to the foot of the ramparts. But Virellius’s men, 
by hurling down huge ftones, loofened the tertudo, beat to 
the ground the men beneath, and made a dreadful havock 
of them, thus naked and expofed to vollies of (tones and 
arrows. The onfet began to ilacken, when the officers, 

• 

(G) The fight of fo many at the fame time, he embraced 
dead bodies lying together in with a flood of tears, his pale 
heaps, and covering the fields corpfe; charged,withamournful 
and highways, did uot occafipn voice, the public with the crime 
fo much horror as the death of a of parricide; and lifting up the 
father llaughtered by his own body, digged a grave, and un- 
fon. The fa£t is thus related der the utmoft affliction, dif- 
by our hiftorian, upon the au- charged towards his parent the 
thority of Vipfanius Meflala, lall duty. Thofe who were 
who, in this engagement, com- neareft obferved what palled, 
manded the feventh legion, and in a moment the tragical 
named Claudiana : Julius accident was divulged through- 
Manfuetus, a native of Spain, out the whole army, with many 
lifting in the legion called Ka- lamentations and bitter execra- 
pax, left behind him .a fon, tions, upon a war thus unnatu- 
then a boy, who afterwards be- ral and barbarous; yet they 
ing under Galba, inrolled in continued to butcher and plun-» 
the feventh legion called Gal- dertheirkinfmen,theirrelations, 
biana, happened in this battle nay, their brethren, at the 
to engage his father, and killed fame time relating what a cry- 
him; but being known by his ing iniquity had been commit- 
parent juft expiring, as he was ted, and committing it thera- 
riflinghim, ana recognizing him felves (3). 

(3) Tacit. Hitt. lib. iii. cap. 1 j—a5. Dio, lib, lxv. p. 740, 
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finding their men unmoved by exhortations, pointed to 
Cremona as the price of their viftory. Thus encouraged, 
they renewed the aflault, all obftinately determined to Suc¬ 
ceed or die : regarcjlifs of wounds and blood they ftrove to 
demolifh the rampart, battered the gates, flood upon the 
(houlders of one another, and upon the tefludo now reftor- 
cd j thence feized the weapons in .the hands of the ene¬ 
my, and the hands too which held them ; fo that the 
wounded and un wounded, fuch as were half dead, and fuch 
as were juft expiring, tumbled headlong together, arid pe- 
rifhed. When the troops of Vitellius were no longer able 
to fuftain the ftiock, aud found that all the difeharges from 
the balilta were rendered ineffeftual by the tefludo below, 
they at lad flung down the engine itfelf, huge and ponder¬ 
ous as it was, which failed not to crufh thofe upon whom 
it fell; but at the fame time drew with it the battlements, the 
upper part of the rampart, and the adjoining tower. In 
this confufion Caius Voluflus, a loldier of the third legion, 
having mounted the rampart, bore down all who refilled, 
and cried aloud that the camp was taken. The reft then 
having broken the gate wjth-their fwords and axes, rufhed 
in, the enemy being repulfed, and leaping with great precipi¬ 
tation from the battlements- The whole fpace between 
the camp and Cremona, whitker the enemy retired, was 
covered with dead bodies. 

Here was prefented a new feene of difficulties. The city 
was furrounded by high walls, and ftroug towers of ftone, 
and the gates were fecured by vaft bars gf iron, the garri- 
fon numerous, the inhabitants devoted to the party of Vi¬ 
tellius, and at this time .a great part of Italy'aflembled in the 
town on occafion of a fair. Primus ordered fire to be im¬ 
mediately fet to the moll fumptuous and beautiful buildings 
in the neighbourhood of the city, hoping, by that expe¬ 
dient to oblige the people of Cremona to abandon the party 
of Vitellius. At the fame time he conveyed all his braveft 
men into fuch houfes as flood near the fortifications, from 
whence, with vollies of darts, arrows, and flones, they 
drove away all who made oppofitiirti, while the legions, 
forming a tefludo, advanced to the foot of the walls. The 
feefieged fuftained the attack with great intrepidity, till their 
officers fearing that, ftiould the city be taken by ftorm, all 
the futy of the conquerors would difeharge itfelf upon them, 
began to deliberate about furrendering. Having therefore 
agreed to throw themftlves on the mercy of the conquer¬ 
ing army, they erafed the name, and defaced the image* 
of Vitellius; then difeharging Catcina from confinement, 
befought him to intercede in their behalf. Thus .were fo 
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many brave men reduced at length to Implore the aid and 
prote£lion of a traitor. At his requeft Primus granted them farm- 
their lives, ordering them to lay down their arms, and Ulr> - 
march out of the town ; Ctecina, who was then conful, 
walking before them, attended by his’ lidtors, and arrayed 
with the enfigns of the confular dignity. This fpedlacle 
even the conquerors could not bear : they upbraided him in 
bitter terms with his pride, cruelty, and treafon, and would 
have proceeded to violence, had not Primus reftrained 
them ; then fumilhing Ctecina with a guard, fent him away 
to Vefpafian *. 

. As the city of Cremona had, even in the war againft /, f/lla^eJ 
Otho, fupported the caufe of Vitellius, and even fliewed a and burnt. 
paflionate zeal for his intereft. Primus and his army were 
highly inccnfed againft.it: neverthelefs, the general did not 
think it advifeable to deliver it immediately up to be plun¬ 
dered, great part of the wealth of Italy being at this time 
lodged there, on occafion of the fair. In a fpeerh which 
he made to the foldiers, after the furrender of the place, 
he commended their bravery, exhorted them to ul'e mercy 
towards their fellow-foldiers who had fubmitted ; but pur- 
pofqly avoided making any mention of the city or its inha¬ 
bitants. Having ended his harangue, and difniifTed his 
troops, he went to a bath to wafh off the blood with which 
he was ftill ftained j for he^iad, during the feveral engage¬ 
ments and attacks, commanded as a general, and fought 
like a common foldier. In the bath he happened to drop 
a word, which was remarked, and quickly divulged ; for 
finding the water too cool, he complained of it, adding, 

11 It will foon prove abundantly hot.” This faying, though 
in jeft, uttered to bis Haves, was inftantly fpread all over 
the camp, and by the foldiery, greedy of plunder, interpret¬ 
ed as the watch-word for fetting fire to Cremona. 'Accord¬ 
ingly forty thoufand foldiers ruffling into it, and a greater 
number of fervants and retainers to the camp, more aban¬ 
doned to afts of cruelty and iicentioufnefs than the foldiers 
themfelves, pillaged, murdered, and ravilhed, without rc- 
ftraint, for four days together, and then fetting fire to the 
deferted houfes, reduced them to allies. 

Such was the fate of Cremon*, two hundred and eighty- 
fix years after its foundation. Primus, incenfed at the bar¬ 
barities committed by bis foldiers, commanded, that no 
one fliould prefumc to hold captive any citizen of Cremona, p,,,, j ar . 
In confequcnce of this order, thole who had any began barmts 
to murder them ; which inhumanity obliged their relations rnmmitt§J 
to redeem them. Soon after, the inhabitants that had Cre ~ 
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Outlived the general maffacre, returned to Cremona, and 
rebuilt the city, being affifted by VefpaGan. Jofephus 
tells us, that of Vitellius’s party there fell in the battle thirty 
thoufand two hundred, and four thoufand five hundred on 
Primus’s fide ” ; and Xiphilinus writes, that in the field and 
in the city of Cremona, fifty thoufind perfons periihed. 
The conquerors, not able to bear the ftencn of the putrefied 
carcafes, having lodged one night on the ruins in which the 
city was buried, retired next day three miles from thence. 
The foldiers of Vitellius, fcatrered and difperfed lover the 
country, were affembled again, placed under their former 
banners, and, as the war ftill fubfifted, fent into Illyricum. 
Meffengers were immediately difpatched into Britain, and 
both Spains, to acquaint the troops there with the victory, 
as was Julius Calenus, a tribune, into Gaul, and Alpinus 
Montanus, commander of a cohort, into Germany, two 
oflicers chofen for oftentation, as the latter was of Treves, 
the former an iEduan, and both partifans of Vitellius. At 
the fame time guards were polled upon the paffes of the 
Alps, to cut off all communication "between Germany and 
Italy ; for it was reported that the Germans were arming, 
with a delign to aflift. the vanquilhed party w . 

Vitelliujrt- Vitellius having difmiffed Csecina in the manner we have 
jfigm him- related, and a few days after ordered Fabius Valens to take 
ftlfup la t h e buried himfelf in the bowers and alleys of his gar- 
vauptmuj- g cnSj {giving to fmothei all his cares in voluptuoufnefs 
and all manner of exceffes. From Rome he retired to the 
grove at Aricinum, where, while he palled his time, re- 
figned to lloth and gluttony, he was alSrmed with the de T 
feftion of the fleet at Ravenna. Soon after, came another 
melancholy account, yet blended with joy, that Czecina 
had revolted, but was by the army put in irons. Upon 
this intelligence he returned to the city, and, in a full at 
femby, extolled the fidelity of the foldiery; but ordered 
Publius Sabinus, captain of the praetorian guards, to be 
confined, on account of his intimacy with Caecina, and ap¬ 
pointed in his room Alphcnus Varus. The fenate, inform¬ 
ed of the defertion of Caecina, inveighed againft him in a 
iiudied Ityle of indignation; for not a man dropped a bitter 
cxpreipon againit the leaders of the oppofite party, and all, 
with great circumfpe&ion, avoided mentioning VefpaGan. 
Though only one day remained of Caecina’s confullhip, he 
was depofed, and fucceeded by Rofcius Regulus, who, 
upon the laft day of Odtober, began his magiltracy, and 

n Jofepb, Bel), lib. iv. cap. 41, w Tacit. Hilt. lib. iii. cap. 
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with the day ended it. In the mean time ValenS, who was 
upon his way to join the troops at Hoftilia and Cremona, 
being informed, that the fleet at Ravenna had revolted to 
the enemy, inftead of quickening his inarch, halted, and 
wrote to Vitellius for fuccours. 

The epip er °t immediately difpatched after him three co¬ 
horts, with the fquadron of horfe from Britain. ThefeVa- Vahns rt- 
lens fent forward to Ariminum; but he himfelf turning tires it He- 
afide, followed the route to Umbria, and from thence to lrurui - 
Hetruria. Having there learned the ifliie of the battle at 
Cremona, he conceived a defign, which, had it been put 
in execution, would have been attended with very dreadful 
confequences: he propofed to embark for Narbonne Gaul, 
and landing upon any part of that coaft, roufe thofe pow¬ 
erful provinces, and all the Roman forces there, as alfo the 
feveral nations of .Germany, and thence renew the war. 

With this defign he embarked in the port of Pifa ; but was, De/gns it 
by contrary winds, forced to land at Monaco, where he was raift Gaul.' 
kindly received *by Marinus Maturus, procurator of the ma¬ 
ritime Alps, who, though all the country round efpoufed 
the oppofite party, had never fwerved from his allegiance. 

By him V alens was informed, that Valerius Paulinus, pro¬ 
curator of Narbonne Gaul, an officer of known bravery, 
and Vefpafian’s intimate friegd, had declared for him, and 
fecured with a ftrong garrifon the city of Forojulium, now 
Frejus, which commanded all accefs from the fea. Upon 
this intelligence, Valcns returned 'dire&ly to his veflels, 
with four foldiers of the praetorian guards, three friends, 
and as many centurions, leaving to Maturus, and the reft, 
full liberty to flay, and fwear, if they pleafed, fidelity to 
Vefpafran : As he hovered on the coalls of Gaul, he was, 
by contrary winds, driven upon the Stcechades, iflands near 
Marfeilles, and there, by fome gallies belonging to Pauli¬ 
nus, taken prifoner ; a circumftance which was no fooner Is taken 
known, than firft the neighbouring, and foon after the molt prifintr, , 
diftant, provinces efpouled, without hefitation, the caufc 
of the conqueror. In Spain, the firft legion, named Ad- Gaulf~ ’ 
jutrix, which had fervid under Otho, declared for Vefpa- Spam, and 
fian, and alfo the tenth and the fifth. In Britain the fecond «r 

legion, which Vefpafian had commanded in the reign of \^p a yan. 
Claudius, acceded to his party, though not without Tome 
oppofition from the other legions, in which many centu¬ 
rions, and a great number of foldiers had been promoted 
by Vitellius : however, they were all brought at length tp 
ackuowlege Vefpafian *. 


* Tacit. Hift. lib. iii. cap. 41—45. 
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FittBiw In the mean time, melancboly accounts of the overthrow 
jmathrriall a t Cremona reaching Rome, Vitdlius, inllead of delibtr- 
bududngi. at ;„g with his friends about the moll proper meafures to be 
taken in fo critical,a conjuncture, with a flupid diffimula- 
tion, fmothered the news of the calamity, feigning, that 
all his proceedings profpered, and, by fuch falfe reprefenta- 
tions leaving his condition quite defperate. About his 
perfon was obferved a wonderful" fdence concerning the 
war; and through the city all difcourfes about it were pro¬ 
hibited, which, for this very caufe, grew more frequent. 
However,-he privately fent perfons, in whom he could con¬ 
fide, to view the enemy’s camp; but, upon their retqrn, 
when he had fecretly examined them, he caufed them all to 
be murdered, that they might not divulge what they had 
feen. Julius Agreftis, a centurion, having attempted in 
vain to toufe the emperor from his lethargy, at laft obtain¬ 
ed permiflion to furvey the forces of the enemy, and to 
learn the tranfa&ions at Cremona. Agreftis did not afliime 
the behaviour of a fpy, nor attempt to efcstpe the notice of 
Primus ; but declaring the inftrudlions from the emperor, 
and his own detign, demanded to view the whole in perfon. 
Primus readily fent certain perfons with him to {hew him 
the field of battle, the dcfnlation and remains of Cremona, 
and the legions taken prifoners. Agreftis, having carefully 
examined the enemy’s ftrength, returned to Rome; bill as Vi- 
tellms gave no credit to liis accounts, and even accufed him 
of corruption and infidelity ; “ Mince then (faid he) fome 
remarkable confirmation is neqeflary, and fince neither my 
life nor my death canfcrve you, I will'furnilh an evidence 
which you may credithaving thus fpoken, he fell upon 
his own fword at the gates of the palace r. 

Arumram Some of Vefpafian’s troops, under the condu£t of Cor- 
Mr Z r<i ty ne ii, J5 Fufcus, advancing as far as Ariminum, befieged that 
trymif”'* P^ ace » an ^ poflefled tbemfelves of the plains of Umbria, and 
the territories of Picenum, lying along the Adriatic Sea. 
Thus between Vefpafian and Vitellius, all Italy was fhared, 
and the ridges of the Apennine become the common 
boundary. As winter approached and the plains were 
flooded by the overflowing of the Po, Primus fent the le- 
gion^ back to Verona, with the aged and wounded ; and 
palling the Po, at the head of the auxiliary cohorts and ca¬ 
valry, advanced as far as the temple of Fortune, at prefent 
•a city on the Adriatic Gulf, known by the name of Fano. 
'1 here he halted, upon intelligence that the praetorian co¬ 
horts had already left Rome, and that guards were polled 

r Tacit. Hilt, lib. iii, cap. 54. 
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upon the Apennine to oppofe his pafijige. Vitellius, roufed rUtlliui 
at length from a Rate of ftupidity, had ordered Julius Prif- Jtndt an 
cus, and Alphenus Varus, with fourteen prictorian co- arm y“ /»* 
hurts, a legion of marines, and other forces, to feize the f “'i lht f , 
pafles of the Apennine^. They were all chofeu men, and Afenniih. 
able to have'carried on an offenfive war, had they been un¬ 
der the command of an entcrprifmg general. They en¬ 
camped at Mevania, now Bevagna, in the neighbourhood 
of Foligno ; but Vitellius, without departing in the leaft 
from his ufual courfe of debauchery, continued at Rome, 
where he fettled a fucceflion of confuls for ten years, difrharg- 
cd fcme nations from every kind of tribute, conferred upon 
others frefli immunities, and, in ffiort, without any regard 
to futurity, rent and exhaufted the empire with fuch ex- 
travngaht bounties, as could neither be granted nor accept¬ 
ed by men of fenfc, but were highly applauded by the un¬ 
thinking herd. 

At length, moved by the repeated folicitations of the ar- He arrive.r 
my, he left Rome, and repaired to the camp at Mevania, at- at the 
tended by a greaL number of fenators, which only fervedto 
expofe him to public contempt and derilion; for as he was 
quite unacquainted with the military art, he was continu¬ 
ally applying for information how to draw up an army, how 
to procure intelligence, and bjr what meafures he might de¬ 
feat the dtfigns of the foe. Upon every flying report of the 
approach of the enemy, he betrayed great fear, and never 
failed to gee intoxicated. In the end, forfeited with the ramp, The fleet at 
and apprifed of the jevolt of the fleet at Mifenum, lie re- Mt/cnum 
turned to Rome in the utmoft conllernation. The fleet was rev °lt‘- 
induced tp revolt by Claudius Faventius, who was only a 
centurion, and had been degraded by Galba with marks of 
ignominy. By forging letters from Vefpafian, and in his 
name tempting the officers with great rewards, he prevaif- 
ed upon them to transfer their allegiance. To reclaim 
them, Vitellius made choice of Claudius Julianus, who had 
lately commanded the fleet, and was highly efteemed by the 
marines : but he, without hefitation, joined the party of 
Vefpafian; and putting'himfelf at their head, took the city 
of Terracina. Vitellius then difjjatched meflengers to the 
army, with orders to retire frpm Mevania, and drawing 
nearer to Rome, to encamp at Narnia, now Narni. From 
it he detached fix cohorts, and five hundred horfe, whom 
he feut under the command of his brother Lucius, to oppofe 
the foldiers of the fleet: he remained at Rome, where he 
affembled the people by their tribes, and to all who defired 
to be inlifted, adminiftered the oath of*fidelity. As he ex¬ 
ited cumpaffion by his mournful countenance, his doleful 

expreflions. 
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expreflions, and many tears; was liberal, and even extra, 
vagant in his promifes, multitudes entered their names. 
To this daftardly crowd he gave the awful name of legions; 
to himfelf he affirmed, at this junfture, the title of Carfar, 
which he had hitherto rejetted, as if the Csefars alone were 
dcllined to hold the fovereign power *. 

The army no fooner left Mevanca than the Samnites, the 
Pelignians, and the Marfians, embraced the caufe of Vef- 
pafian. At the fame time Primus, informed of the enemy’s 
motions, haftened topafs the Apennine, where, while his 
troops were annoyed with the cold, and ftruggling with 
difficulty out of the deep fnow, he refietted on the.dangers 
he mud have undergone, had not Vitellius’s army abandon¬ 
ed their poll. Primus having palled the Apennine, en¬ 
camped at Carfulx, between Mevania and Narnia, and 
there waited the arrival of the legions from Cremona, which 
were in full march to join him. As the forces of Vitellius 
were only ten mites diftant, the troops which Primus had 
with him were for attacking them before the legions af- 
fcmbled, whom they confidered rather as ffiarers in the prey 
than partakers in the peril: but Primus found means to 
calm their rage, and in the mean time the legions arrived, 
and foon after pofl'cfled themfclves of Interamna, now Ter- 
ni; a motion which fo terrifcd Vitellius’s army, that they 
began to join the enemy in whole companies and troops, 
being encouraged in this defertion by their tribunes and 
centurions. 

However, fome of the common foldjers perfiltcd in their 
adherence to Vitellius ; and a report was induftriouily pro¬ 
pagated, that Valens had cfcaped into Germany, and was 
affimbling a powerful army. To confute this rumour, 
and prevent their cherifliing any farther hopes, Valens was 
put to death at Urbinum, where he was detained in prifon, 
his head fent to the camp, and difplayed to the view of Vi¬ 
tellius’s troops. At this fight, they funk into defpair; and 
feeing themfelves on all Tides deprived of hope, joined in a 
body the party of Vefpafian. Upon this general defettion. 
Primus and Varus did not negleft, by repeated mefiages, to 
make oilers to Vitellius of fafety to his perfon, of large re¬ 
venues, of any private retirement in Campania, or elfe- 
where, if he would relign the fovereignty, and fubmit to 
Vefpalian. Mucianus likewife difpatched letters with the 
like conditions; to which he would have yielded, had he not 
been diffiiaded by his friends from ever leading a private 
life, after he had been emperor. To him now remained 


only 


* Tacit. HiQ. lib. iii. cap. jj— jt. 
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only the city of Rome, which Flavius Sabinus might have 
eafily reduced; but, he from a natural abhorrence to cruelty, 
or becaufe he envied the grandeur of his brother’s fortune, 
negle&ed toa&with any warmth or alacrity; it is true, he 
often conferred with Vitellius on the means of reftoring 
public peace, but could not be prevailed upon to ufe vio¬ 
lence. In one of thefe conferences, Vitellius agreed to re- f'iiefflujJt* 
fign the empire upon certain conditions, which Sabinus af- «*- 
fured him fliould be ratified by his brother Vefpafian; a a,cttt, i 
circumftance which was no fooner known, than his fol¬ 
lowers exerted their utmoft efforts to divert him from his 
refolution ; reprefenting to him how ignominious, how in- 
fecure the terms of peace were, fince the performing them 
entirely depended upon the wanton humour of the con¬ 
queror. Notwithftanding all their endeavours to roufehim 
to fome daring and brave attempt, having learned on the 
eighteenth of December the defeftion of his army at Nar¬ 
nia, he left the palace in deep mourning, attended by his 
domeftics, with his fon, a helplefs infant; and palling in 
this forlorn condition through the ftrects of the city, ar¬ 
rived at the place where the people ufed to alienable. There 
to the multitude, which had Hocked from all quarters, he 
declared his refolution in a few words, fuch as fuited his 
prefent condition, that he voluntarily withdrew for the fake 
of the public peace, and the* good of the commonwealth ; 
that he only defired they would remember him ; and to 
his brother, to his wife, and to his innocent and tender 
children, fliew companion and mercy : at the fame time 
extending his arms,, with his little fon in them, he recom¬ 
mended him to them all; and at lalt, burlling into tears, 
he ungirt his fword, and prefented it to the conful Cseci- 
lius Simplex, thus refigniug the power of life and death 
over the citizens. 

As the conful refuted to receive it, and the affembly with 
loud clamours oppofed his refignation, he departed, declar¬ 
ing, that he intended to divefl hiinfclf of the enfigns of the 
imperial dignity in the temple of Concord, and thence to 
feek a private retirement iii his brother’s houfe : but the but it tnt 
people, fen fib! y affected with this diftrefsful feene, declared permitted. 
with one voice againft his withdrawing to a private dwel¬ 
ling, called him back to the palace, and even ihut up tvery 
other way. Thus precluded, not knowing what to do, nor 
how to proceed, he returned to the palace As the ru¬ 
mour had already flown all over the city, that Vitellius had 

3 Tacit. Hid. lib, iiii cap. 60—69. Suet. cap. 15. Dio, lib. lxv. 
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abdicated tbe empire; all the principal feijators, great num ¬ 
bers of knights, with the city-guards, and thofe of the 
night-watch, crowded to the houfe of Flavius Sabinus. 
Thither news were brought, that Vitellius, encouraged by 
the people, and his German guards, was returned to the 
palace. As Sabinus had advanced too far to retreat, all his 
friends advifed him to take arms, and force Vitellius to ad¬ 
here to the treaty he had made. Sabinus at laft yielded to 
their advice ; but fomc of the boldelt of Vitcllius’s fol¬ 
lowers, as he advanced to the palace, attacked him with 
great refolutiou, and put him to flight. 

Sabinus, under this dillrefs, had no other refource but to 
fhut himfelf up in the Capitol; which he did accordingly 
with a fmall number of foldiers, fome fenators, and a few 
Roman knights. The foldiers of Vitellius immediately in¬ 
verted the Capitol, but with Rations fo loofe and ill-guarded, 
that Sabinus, during the night, found means to acquaint 
Primus with his danger, and to caufe his own children, Sa- 
biuus and Clemens, and his brother’s fon Domitian, to be 
brought to him. Next morning, when day began to dawn, 
before hoitilides were committed on either fide, Sabinus 
fent Cornelius Martialis, a centurion of the firft rank, to 
remind Vitellius of the treaty, and cxpoftulate with him 
about his thus violating fuch folenm ftipulations. Vitel¬ 
lius blamed the foldiers, whote ardour, he faid, it was not 
in his power to reftrain. He even advifed Martialis to re¬ 
tire by a private way, that he might not be afiafiinated, as 
the mediator of a peace whigh they abhorred. He was 
fcarce returned to the Capitol, when Vitellius’s foldiers ap¬ 
proached, and began the attack with great fury. The be- 
Jieged, with fliowcrs of llones and tiles, ftrove to over¬ 
whelm the aflailants; but the latter, advancing boldly to 
the gates of the citadel, frt fire to them, and mull have en¬ 
tered, had not Sabinus pulled down the flatues, and, with 
thefe glorious monuments of antiquity, raifed in the very 
entrance a new wall. Then they attempted to force a paflage 
from die oppofite avenues of the Capitol, climbing over the 
contiguous buildings, which, during a long peace, had been 
fullered to be raifed to the height of the foundations of the 
Capitol. Here the aflauft was clofe and fierce. The ad¬ 
joining roofs being fet on fire, whether by the aflailants or 
the belieged is uncertain, the flame fpread from thence to 
the porticos of the Capitol; and by means of the timber, 
which was very old, fpread every way with terrible rapi¬ 
dity ; nor did the conflagration ceafc, till that glorious and 
ftately edifice was burnt to the ground b . 

b Tacit. Hift, lib. iii. cap. 70—71. 
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While the Capitol was burning, Vitellius’s bands, burft- 
ing in, put all who oppofed them to the [word: of thefe ' 
the moft fignalwere Cornelius Martialis, Almilius Pacenfis, 
Cafperius Niger, and Didius Scaeva. flavins Sabin us and Salimas 
Quinclius Atticus, the conful, were taken and loaded with taktmprl- 
irons. The refl, by ftratagem, efcaped, having learned the fe"*r ; 
word by which the foldiers of Vitellius were diftinguifhed 
by one another. .Young Domitiau was faved by the con¬ 
trivance of one of his freedmen, under the difguife of a 
linen robe, as if he had belonged to the tribe of the prielts 
who offered facrifices in the Capitol. Sabinus and Atticus 
were carried to Vitellius ; and ho did all that lay in his 
power to appeafe the fury of the populace and foldiery, 
who cried aloud for their execution. They were chiefly in- mdmur- 
cenfed againft Sabinus; and therefore, inftead of regard- dered, 
ing the emperor’s entreaties, they ran him through in bis 
prefence ; then cutting off his head, dragged his trunk 
through the ftreets to the Scalae Glmoniae, where the bo¬ 


dies of malefactors were ufually expofed. He had, for the 
fpace of thirty-five years, carried arms for the common¬ 
wealth; had governed Mocfia feven years, and Rome twelve, 
maintaining an unblemiftied reputation both in peace and 
war. The only failing, which even his enemies could ob- 
je£t to him, was his loquacity. As to the innocence of Ills 
life, and juffice of his nttioiis, he was altogether blame- 
lefs. All agree, that before Vefpafian became emperor, 
Sabinus was confidcred as the chief ornament of the Fla¬ 


vian family, and the fupport of Vefpafian himfeif, who 
was his younger brother. When the people demanded the 
facrifice of the conful Atticus, Vitellius perfifted in op- 
pofing them, being entirely reconciled to him, in confe- 
queuce of his openly confeffing, that he had let fire to rhe 
Capitol; and by thus affuming the odium of the crime, 
though the whole was by fome thought a fiction, acquitted 
the party of Vitellius of the facrilcgc. 

About the fame time, Lucius Vitellius, the tmperor’s Lari us 
brother, defeated in Campania tin- marines who had de- '' ittUia 
dared for Vefpafian, aqd retook Terrarina. Six fmall gal- ,al V ~ r " 
lies efcaped, and in one of them Apollinaris, commander raa * a ' 
of the fleet. All the other vefltls were feized along the , 
fhore, or, furcharged by the fugitives, funk to the bottom. 

Julianus, who had been fent by Vitellius to reclaim the 
fleet, and had gone over to Vefpafian, was taken prifoner, 
and, by Lucius’s orders, firft inhumanly fcourged, and then 
executed. Had Vitellius’s troops, now elated with fuccels, 
ptoceeded directly to Rome, a dreadful (laughter mult have 
enfued; nor could it have been decided without the de- 

ftru&ion 
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ftruflion of the city. While Lucius was deliberating, whe« 
ther he Ihould return forthwith to Rome, or purfue the rc- 
duftion of Campania, the troops of Primu3, informed of 
the danger of Sabrnus, haftened to his relief. Petilius Ce- 
realis, nearly allied to Vefpafian, a commander of no mean 
charafter, upon the firft news that the Capitol was belieged, 
was detached with a thoufand horfe, and ordered to crofs 
the Sabine territories, and enter Rome through the Sala- 
rian way. Primus himfelf advanced along the great Fla* 
minian road, and, when the night was far advanced, ar¬ 
rived at a place called the Red Rocks. There he received 
the difmal tidings, that Sabinus was murdered, the Capitol 
reduced to aihes, the city under dreadful condensation, and 
the populace and Daves all under arms for Vitellius. Petilius 
Cerealis, meeting not far from the city a party of the enemy* 
attacked them furiouDy, but was received with equal reso¬ 
lution, and, after a long and bloody conteft, put to flight, 
and purfued as far as Fidenx. This fuccefs heightened 
the zeal and partiality of the people for Vitellius; they 
ran to arms, mod of them fnatching up whatever fell firft 
in their way, and then demanded to be led out againft the 
enemy. 

Vitellius commended their zeal, but at the fame time 
fent ambafladors to Cerealis and Primus, to renew the for¬ 
mer treaty. The foldiers of terealis infulted the deputies, 
and even wounded the prxtor Arulenus Rufticus, a man of 
great merit and diftin&ion, and flew his principal liftor for 
daring to open a paflage through the crowd. Thofe who 
went to Primus were better received :‘ they were attended 
by the Veftal virgins, who brought letters from Vitellius to 
Primus, wherein the emperor deflred, that the battle, which 
was to be the lad, might be fufpended for one day, fince 
during that interval all things might be eafily accommodated. 
Primus difmifled the virgins with all demondrations of ho¬ 
nour ; but to Vitellius replied, that by the murder of Sa¬ 
binus, and the burning of the Capitol, all means of ending 
the war by treaty were cut off 1 . The ambafladors were no 
fooner gone, than the whole army moved, advancing in 
three bodies to the walls of Rome, where the forces of Vi- 
teilius expected them, divided likewife into three bodies. 
The'weak and unwarlike populace was routed at the firll 
onfet; but the other troops, Tallying out againd the enemy 
as they approached the walls of the city, attacked them 
with a fury hardly to be exprefled. Primus's men dood 
their ground with equal refolution and intrepidity; fo that 
the mod cruel and bloody battle enfued that the Romans 
had ever fuftained- 
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The conflift lafted feveral hours with various fuccefs; but 
in the end proved favourable to Primus. The Vitellians rittffluSi 
were with great Daughter driven into the city, where they f™ 
affembled again; and though vanquiflied and routed, re- ’ 

newed the battle with freih vigour, and continued it to 
the clofc of the day. *The people gathered about the com¬ 
batants as fpedlators; and as if they had been only attend¬ 
ing the reprefentation of a fight exhibited for public amufe- 
ment, they fometimes favoured one party, fometimes an¬ 
other, with theatrical fhouts and clappings: nay, as often 
as the foldiers on either fide turned their backs, or fled into 
houfes, or concealed themfelves in (hops, they infilled upon 
their being dragged out and flain. The people, as Tacitus 
obferves, were fo little aftc&ed with this tragical fpeftacle, 
that at the fame time were feen in one place cruel con¬ 
flicts, and bleeding wounds; in another luxurious ban¬ 
queting, and voluptuous revellings; every-where dreams 
of blood, and heaps of carcafes ; and hard-by, wanton de¬ 
bauchees, and lewd harlots : in (hort, all the abominations 
of a mod dilTolute and riotous peace, and all the barbarities 
of a mod dreadful and cruel civil war. Primus’s troops, which it 
having in the end prevailed, and made themfelves maders of 
the city, marched in the next place to dorm the camp of , * >e 
the praetorian guards, whithsr the mod determined among 
the enemy had retired. As they confidered the camp as 
their lad hope and-refource, they exerted their utmoft 
efforts in defending it; and though in number inferior, 
often repulfed the t enemy* At length, when the gates, 
in fpite of all oppofition, wereburd open, uniting together, 
they made a lad effort; but being overpowered by num¬ 
bers, they all fell facing the enemy c . 

Vitrilius,- feeing the city taken, caufed hirafelf to be Vitiltm 
conveyed in a chair, through a private part of the palace, obanJcnt 
to his wife’s houfe upon mount Aventine, with a defign to 1 * 
lie concealed during the day, and fly by night to his bro¬ 
ther, then at Terracina : but as to one who 13 under dread, 
and fears all things, the prefent affairs feem mod dangerous, 
he foon changed his tnind, and returned to the palace, hutreturiu 
Suetonius writes, that he altered his refolution upon a *’ u ‘ 
groundlefs report, that a treaty of peace was concluded. * 

Be that as it will, he found the palace how quite defolate 
and abandpned; all his Haves and domeflics having fled, or 
carefully avoiding to meet him. Terrified with thrdifmal 
folitude and filence, he tried to enter feveral apartments ; 

c Tacit. Hilt. lib. iii. dp. 73—84. Dio, lib. lav. p, 74s, Suet, 
in Vit. cap. 15. Jofeph. Bell. Jud. lib. iv. cap. +». 
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but finding them all fattened, and being at latt weary 
with fuch miferable and folitary wandering, he thruft him- 
felf into the porter’s lodge, and concealed himfelf behind 
the bed. In the mran time, a party of Primus’s foldiers 
entering the palace, fearchcd every place and corner, till at 
latt they difeovered the emperor, and!'dragged him out. As 
they knew him not, they inquired wjio he was, and whether 
he could inform them what was become of Vitellius. He 
deceived them at firft -, but being foon recognized by Julius 
Placidus, tribune of a prartorian band, he pretended to 
have matters of the utmutt importance to impart to Vefpa- 
fian, and with great earuettnefs begged to be kept, though 
it were in prifon, till his arrival. 

But the tribune and foldiers, deaf to all entreaties, tied 
his hands behind him, threw a halter about his neck, rent 
all his apparel, and dragged him half-naked into the forum 
through the great ttreet called the Sacred Way, compelling 
him with their fwords pointed at his throat to hold up his 
head, and prefent his face to the indignities offered him by 
the mob, who now reviled him in a inoft outrageous man¬ 
ner: they forced him to behold his own ft'atues thrown 
down, and to view the place where Galba had been mur¬ 
dered. While he was thus dragged along, a German fol- 
dier meeting him, drew his fword, and clifchargcd a vio¬ 
lent blow, whether at Vitellius to revenge fome former in¬ 
jury, or at the tribune, or to releafe the emperor from 
infults and derilion, is uncertain. The tribune’s ear he 
aftually cut off, and was himfclrf inftantly flain. They putt - 
ed Vitellius forward, the populace the whole time upbraid¬ 
ing him with his gluttony, his target of Minerva, hislewd- 
nefs, and even the imperfeftions of his body; for he was 
enormoufly tall, corpulent, and fomewhat lame, having 
been hurt by a chariot, while he was attending Caligula at 
the races in the circus. He bore all the infults and indig¬ 
nities ottered him without uttering a fingle word, except to 
the tribune, to whom, while he treated him in a manner 
altogether ignominious, he anfwered, that neverthelefs he 
had been his emperor. They dragged him at latt to the 
Gemoniae, the common charnel of malefactors, where the 
body.of Flavius Sabinus had lain espofed, and there with 
many wounds put an end to his unhappy life: his head was 
cut off, and carried on a pole through the chief ttreets of 
the city; his body was dragged with a hook, and with all 
pofTible ignominy thrown into the Tiber, hut afterwards 
buried by his widow Galeria Fundana. Thus died Aulus 
Vitellius, the ninth emperor of Rome, according to fome 
in the fifty-fourth, according to others in the fifty-eighth 

year 
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year of his age, after having reigned near a year, from the 
time he was proclaimed emperor at Cologne, and eight 
months and a few days after the death of Otho. He was 
raifed to the firft dignities of the ftnte by no parts or merit 
of his own, but through the luftre of his family, which was 
one of the molt confpicuous in Rome. By his extravagant 
bounties and largefles, he gained the affeftions both of the 
foldiery and people. Of the former, many adhered to him 
with unfiiaken fidelity to the laft, though, in the opinion 
of hiftorians, he had not one good quality to recommend 
him to fuch as wifhed well to the republic, having been 
(tailied even from his tender years with all manner of 
crimes, and moll infamous and abominable iniquities d . 

The fenate could not be afl’embled till next day, the fena- 
tors and mngiftrates having either privately withdrawn from 
the city, or concealed themfelves in the.houfes of their de¬ 
pendents. Domitian apprehending now no farther danger, Dmiliau 
prefented himfelf to the leaders of the party, and was by f al «ttdC*- 
ihe foldiers thronging about him faluted Cttfar, and by them J ar • 
conducted in triumph to his fathers’s houfe. 

In the mean time Lucius Vitellius was with his cohorts 
advancing from Terracina to the relief of his brother. The 
cavalry was therefore fent forward to Aricia, and the le¬ 
gions were ordered to advance to Bovillae : but Lucius was Luciui 
no fooner informed of the unhappy fate of the emperor, f'itellwi 
than he furrendcred himfelf and his troops to the pleafure fy rT V > f r ,rs 4 
of the conquerors. The foldiers were difarmed, and led histrnopi 
through the city, guarded (Jn each fide by files of armed andis pul 
men, without betraying a fuppliant look, or dropping a to death. 
dadardly expreflion, though outrageoufly infultcd by the 
vulgar. They were all committed to prifon, butfoon after 
releafed. Vitellius was put to death ; a puniihment which 
he deferved, being no lefs addidted to all'kinds of vices than 
his brother. Notwithftanding all his defedls, he wanted 
neither courage nor activity, and fupported the caufe with 
refolution and vigilance. By the death of the emperor and 
his brother, war was rather feen to ceafe than peace to 
commence; for the conquerors, continuing in arms, fcarch* 
cd all over the city for the conquered, filling with carnage 
and mangled bodies the ftreets, the places of public rrfort, 
the temples, and even the private houfes, which they burft 
open and pillaged, pretending that there fome Vitcllians g ^ e 
were concealed. The indigent part of the populace failed tin of the 
not to join the foldiers in the general violence and fpoil; fo titj. 

1 Tacit. Hift. lib. iii. cap. 25, 86. lib, iv. cap, 1, Suet, in Vit, 
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that on all fides nothing was heard but difmal complaints 
and outcries, and nothing feen but the dreadful calamities 
of a city ftormed and facked. Domitian, who already en¬ 
joyed the name andirefidence of Csefar, inftead of ftriving 
to check the infolence of the foldiery, attended his infam¬ 
ous pleafures, and only by his diUblule life (hewed himfelf 
the ion of an emperor. Primus, in jvhofe hands the whole 
power was lodged, made ufe of it only to plunder more 
freely, being entirely taken up in conveying from the palace 
treafure, moveables, and domelfic (laves, as if he were 
(till feizing the fpoil of Ciemona. When the fury of the 
foldiers began to abate, the fenate met, and confirmed the 
fovereignty of Vefpafian, decreeing to him with great ala¬ 
crity all the titles and prerogatives ever veiled in former 
princes. They declared him conful, giving him his fon 
Titus for colleague in that dignity: Domitian they honour¬ 
ed with the prxtorlliip, and confular authority : they pre- 
fented Primus with the confular ornaments, and Cornelius 
Fufcus, and Arrius Varus, with thofe of the pnetorfliip. 
All thefe decrees were palled at the motion of Valerius 
Ahaticus, confui-cle£t c . 

During thefe commotions in Italy, the Batavians revolt¬ 
ed, under the condudt of the celebrated Claudius Civilis; 
but of the caufes and events of. this war, which continued 
long, we (hall treat in the following reign. The people of 
Dacia alfo rofe up in arms; a people never well affedled to 
the Romans, and then retrained by no forces, fince the 
army was withdrawn from Madia. They ftormed the 
winter-quarters of the auxiliary cohorts, palled the Danube, 
and were proceeding to level the intrenchments of the 
legions, when Mucianus happened to march through Media 
with the fortes of the Eaft. As that commander was already 
apprifed of the vidlory at Cremona, he detached the fixth 
Hgion to oppofe the Barbarians, and appointed Fonteius 
Agrippa, governor of Moefia, with part of the troops which 
had Surrendered at Cremona, and which it was thought ad- 
vifeahle to engage in a foreign war, that they might not 
difturb domeftic peace. Agrippa obliged the enemy to re- 
pafa the Danube; and to .prevent any farther attempts of 
'the-ULe nature, built a great number of forts on the banks 
of that river, and ftrengthened them with numeious 
garrifons. 

In Pontus likewife great difturbances were raifed by Ani- 
cetus, formerly freedman to king Polemon, in great power 
under him, and commander of the royal navy. As he 


e Tacit. Hilt. lib. iv. cap. a. 
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wai highly provoked againft the Romans for reducing the 
kingdom into a province, in the reign of Nero, and by that 
change depriving him *f all his authority, he feiitcd the 
prefent mi port unity, and levying foAea under colour of 
aflifting Vitelliua, Gyp riled the city of TrebiUond, hurnt 
the fleet which guarded the coafts* and entering into an 
alliance widi the neighbouring Barbarians, fCoUrcd the fea, 
and Committed dreadful ravaged On the courts of Alia. 
Agalnrt him Vefpaiian fent a choice body of legionaries, 
under the command of Virdius Gemlnus, an officer diftin- 
guifhed in war; who, attacking the enemy white they 
wife roving about in q lie ft of booty, drove them into their 
veJTeh; then with fome gallics built with greateupedition, 
chafed Anicctus into the mouth of the river Chobus, where 
he relied upon the protection of SedochiK king of the La- 
zians, a people of Colchis. That prince feetneu at firft de¬ 
termined to defend his ally, but as foon as a reward for his 
treachery was offered, and a war threatened, be betrayed 
Anicctus, and all his followers, to the conqueror. Thus 
ended thatfervile war} and Vefpaiian received an account 
of the fuccefs which had attended his arms, a few days be¬ 
fore the joyful tidings were brought him of the grist viQory 
gained by nis forces at Cremona f . 


Anidtui 

Saits. 



CHAP. LIV. 

• 

The Hiflory of Rome, from the Death ofVitellius 
to the Death of Donation, the loft of the 
twelve Coefars; in whom ended the Flavian 
Family. 

T HE Flavian family, now raifed to the higheft pitch Titdt- . 

of grandeur, was not confpicueus cither for iti luftrC f cnt < 
or antiquity. Titus Flavius, the emperor’s grandfather, 
was a citizen of Reate* now Rieti, in the country of the rtj^afiaa 
Sabines j and, iu the civil wars«between Cxfar and Pom- it 
pey, fcrved under the latter in quality of centurion, bflt left attained 
the army after the battle of Pharfalia ; and, having obtained tiijtvt- 
hia pardon, was employed in colliding taxes, under the rt n*'i' 
farmers of the public revenue, His fun Titus Flavius 6a- 
binui followed the fame profeflion, and acquitted bimfelf 

1 Tacit, Hilt. lib. iii. cap- 46, 47. 
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in it with’ fuch integrity, that, by the feveral cities of AGa, 
where he was receiver of the tax called quadragefima, llatues 
were erefted to him with this infcription, “ To the honeft 
publican.” Afterwards he withdrew into the country of 
the Helvctii, where he acquired a cpnfiderable fortune by 
lending money upon intereft. He married Vefpafia Polla, 
whofc father had been military tribnne and prefeft of the 
camp; and had by her two children, Sabinus, and Vefpa- 
fian, who was born on the feventeenth of November of the 
ninth year of the common Chrillian sera; fo that he was 
raifed to the empire in the Gxtieth year of his age. He 
was, amongft many other new men, chofen from the mu¬ 
nicipal towns, from the colonies, and even from the pro¬ 
vinces, admitted into the fenate by the emperor Caligula. 
He afterwards ferved in quality of military tribune in 
Thrace, was quseftor of the provinces of Cyrene and Crete, 
scdile, and prsetor. He attended the emperor Claudius into 
Britain, where he diftinguilhed himfelf, though only tri¬ 
bune of a legion, by many remarkable exploits. He was 
conful during the two laflt months of the eleventh year of 
Claudius’s reign, and by Nero appointed governor of Africa 
in quality of proconful. He married Flavia Domitilla, a 
native of Africa, at firft Gave to Statilius Capella, but after¬ 
wards manumitted, and madePfree of the city. By her he 
had two fons, Titus and Domitian, who reigned afterhim, 
and one daughter, named Domitilla, who died, as did alfo 
|ier mother, befqre his acceffion to the empire. 

While he was in a private fiation, ,he ufed to court the 
favour of the prince by the moll abject flattery. During bis 
pnetorlhip, he entreated permiChm to exhibit extraordinary 
fports in honour of Caligula, on account of the pretended 
vj&ory in Germany. He was one of the few fycophants 
who were of opinion that thofe who were Did to have con- 
fpired againft that prince fhould be publicly executed, and 
their bodies left unburied. In the prefence of the whole 
fenate, he returned Caligula thanks for having done him 
the honour of inviting him to his table. He was chiefly 
indebted to NarcifTus, the freedmah of Claudius, for the 
confullhip, and the two facerdotal dignities which he en- 
joyerf: what dignities thefe were, we are no where told. 
After the death of Narciflus, his great patron, he with¬ 
drew, and led a private life, dreading the violent fpirit of 
Agrippina, who bore an irrecpncileable hatred to that mi- 
fiifter, and all his frieqds ; it was therefure probably after 
her death, that he was by Nero appointed proconful of 
Afficaj in which government he acquitted himfelf, if we 



The Roman Hiftory. i£r 

may believe Suetonius *, with honour and integrity; ac¬ 
cording to Tacitus ", with ignominy and oppreffion. Soon 
after his return from Africa, his affairs being in a defperate 
condition, and his credit low, he w'aswbliged to mortgage 
his houfc and poffeflions to his brother Sabinus, and to fup- 
port himfelf and his family,.by felling and changing horfes, 
and even by other means Hill more degrading ; for he was 
convicted of having extorted from a young knight the fum 
of two hundred thoufand fellerces, for employing his in- 
tereft in procuring him a place in the fenate, againlt the in¬ 
clination and exprefs will of his father. He attended Nero 
imAchaia, where he incurred that prince’s difplcafure, and 
was banilhed the court, for his inattention while the em¬ 
peror was Tinging; a crime, whiqh had nearly colt him his 
life at Rome, as we have related elfewhere. Thus dif- 
graced, he withdrew into the country, and there led a life 
altogether private and retired, expeCting every moment a 
tragical fate, when he was, contrary to his expectation, ap¬ 
pointed by Nero to command in the war againlt the Jews, 
as a perfon of great military abilities, and one, who, on ac¬ 
count of his mean extraction, gave him no umbrage. He 
was therefore fent into Judtea with three legions, eight 
fquadrons of horfe, and ten auxiliary cohorts, his fon Titus 
ferving under him in quality of his lieutenant. In the fff, c f, a - 
couri’e of that war, which proved fo fatal to the Jewilh na- raHer ai 0 
tion, Vefpalian acquired fignal reputation. In every duty gnural. 
incumbent upon a leader, or even a foldier, he was inde¬ 
fatigable : it was t lie wh<» always led the march; he who 
always chofe the ground for encamping. Upon confulta- 
tions and difpatches he fpenl nights and days, and was ever 
ready, upon any exigency, to encounter the enemy hand to 
hand : his diet was fuch as chance prefented: in his garb 
and drefs, he varied little from a common foldier. Had he 
been exempt from avarice, he would have equalled the 
molt famous commanders of ancient time's : with that vice j s i axtl { 

He is charged by moil writers; among the reft, by Tacitus, vuith ana- 
who owed his firft promotion in the Hate to his intereft; riff, 
but ncverthelefs declares, as becomes an impartial hiftorian, 
againlt admitting pcrfonal hatred or affcCtion in the cha¬ 
racters of men. After the death of Nero and dGalbaJ 
while Otho and Vitellius were contending for the fove- 
reignty, he began to cherilh hopes of obtaining it for him- 
felf, relying on feveral prodigies, prophecies, and propitious 
refponfes of oracles. Of the many predictions, that of Jo- 
fephus the hiftorian is the molt remarkable, who faluted 

a Suet, in Velp. cap. 4, " Tacit. Hill, lib, ii. cap. 37, 
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Vefpafian with the title of emperor even in Nero’s reign, 
and a flu red him, he (hould be foon inverted with the fo- 
vereign power. His prediction is mentioned not only by 
himfelf *, but likewife by Suetonius fc , who tells us, that 
Jofephus, being by Vefpafian’s orders put in irons, boldly 
affirmed, that in a fhort time he (hould by him be fet at 
liberty ; but that he (hould be emperor firft. 

Vefpafian, being encouraged by Mucianus, governor of 
Syria, by Tiberius Alexander, governor of Egypt, and by 
all bis officers, not to negleft the prefent opportunity. 
While two unworthy competitors were contending for the 
Is aetitow- empire, at length yielded ; and was proclaimed emperor'at 
Irged tm- Alexandria on the firft of July, of the fixty-ninth year of 
ftror m tht t he Chrirtian sera ; on the third of the fame month, in Ju- 
prryiafti *' SEa » ^berc be then redded s on the fifteenth, in Syria; and 
” ’ a few days after, in all the provinces of the Eaft. He was 

not in himfelf at all changed by fo fudden a turn of for¬ 
tune : no loftinefs appeared in his afpeCt, no arrogance nor 
any new ciTcumftance of deportment, under his new cha¬ 
racter. He immediately rewarded his friends, railing fome 
to military commands, others to be governors of provinces, 
feveral to the rank of fenators, mod of them njen of fignal 
merit and accompli(hments, who afterwards acquired the 
higheft honours in the rtate. As he thought it below him 
to court the foldiers by largeffes, he promifed them no 
greater donative in the heat of the civil war, than had been 
given them by others during full peace. In the council 
which he eftablilhed at Berytfis for the direction of all 
weighty affairs, it was refolved, that Titus (hould profecute 
the war againrt the Jews, and Mucianus march with part 
of the forces againrt Vitellius. But Titus undertook no¬ 
thing till the next year. Antonius Primus, with the Illy¬ 
rian army, defeated the troops of Vitellius before the ar¬ 
rival of Mucianus ; made himfelf matter of Rome, and all 
Italy; and caufed the unhappy emperor to be publicly .exe¬ 
cuted ps a common criminal; all which tranfadions we 
have already related, 

Meanwhile Vefpafian, having palTed fome time at An¬ 
tioch, the capital of Syria, proceeded from thence to 
Egypt, where he received the agreeable tidings of the victory 
gained by Primus at Cremona. He forthwith hartened to 
Alexandria, with a defign to diftrefs Rome by famine, fince 
from Egypt the city was chiefly fupplied with com. Ho 
was at the fame time preparing to invade Africa by fea and 
hind, in prdcr to bring upon the enemy, by intercepting 

' I Jpfeph. Bell. Jud. lib. v. cap. la. * Sueton, flap. j. 
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their provifions, the calamity of hunger, with that of dif- 
fenflon. But during thefe tranfaftions, many perfons of 
all ranks and degrees arrived from Italy, to acquaint him 
with the fate and fall of Vitellius; which were no fooner 
known, than multitudes flocked from all quarters, notwith- 
ftanding it was then" winter, to court the favour of the 
new emperor ; infomueh that Alexandria, the greateft city 
of the empire after Rome, proved too confined for the 
numbers of ambafladors, deputies, noblemen, and officers, 
who reforted thither. Among the reft, an embafly arrived 
from Vologefes, king of Parthia, who offered to affift him 
with forty thoufand Parthian horfe. Vefpafian returned 
him thanks, and, defiring he would fend ambafladors to 
the fcnate, acquainted him that the commonwealth was 
re-eftablilhed in peace '. The death of Vitellius made 
VefpaGan alter his mcafurcs ; for inftead of diftrefling the 
city, which had already proclaimed him emperor, with fa¬ 
mine, he difpatched thither a great number of veffels laden 
with corn ; which arrived very feafonably, there not being 
at that time remaining in all the public ftores above ten 
days provifion of grain As the winter-feafon was far 
advanced, Vefpafian continued fome months at Alexandria, 
waiting for the approach of fummer. ■ 

Mucianus arrived at Rome, according to Jofephus, the 
day after the death of Vitellius; and in a moment arrogated 
the whole adminiftration to himfelf. Lieinius Mucianus 
was a man remarkable for a ftrange combination of good 
and bad qualities; .luxury *and vigilance, haughtinefs and 
complaifance ; when unemployed, exceffively voluptuous ; 
of infinite abilities and aftivity, when bufinefs required 
them. Hence his equal (hare of praife and reproach; as 
a public minifter, admired; as a private voluptuary, con¬ 
demned. He was a great mafter in the feveral arts of in- 
finuation, an able orator, well verfed in civil affairs, ready 
in forefecing events, dexterous at concerting fchemes, high 
in credit with thofe who were above him, under him, or in 
equal authority with him ; in (hort, fuch a man as could 
more cafily create an ehnperor, than be one. Vefpafian, as 
he was chiefly indebted to him far the empire, upon his de¬ 
parture for Italy, iuvefted him with unlimited powei^ and'* 
is even faid to have trufted him with his fignet, as if he 
had (hared the fovereignty. Hence, upon his arrival at 
Rome, he was confidered and revered, rather as the em¬ 
peror’s colleague, than as a fubordinate minifter. Quite 

1 Tacit. Hilt. lib. iv, cap. jt. Jofeph. Bell, Jud. lib, iv. cap. S*. 

? Pin, Val.p. 70*. 

funk 


153 


Receive , 
news of 
the fate of 
I'itcllius, 


Mucianus 
arrives at 
Rome. 

His eta^ 
ruder. 



» 5 + 


The Roman Hijlory. 

funk was the power of Antonius Primus, and Arrius Va¬ 
rus, which laft Vefpafian had already appointed captain of 
the prztorian guards. As Mucianus could not dilfemble 
his animofity towards them, the city immediately forfook 
her late favourites, and devoted herfejf to the new minion. 
To him alone court was paid, to him all addrefles were 
made; neither did he negleft his own grandeur; for he 
never appeared in public but encompafled with guards, and 
attended with an equipage becoming a fovereign. He for¬ 
bore indeed the name, but performed all the fundions, of 
fovereignty. Soon after his arrival, he caufed Afiaticus, 
the late emperor’s freedman, to atone for his late wicked 
adions, by fullering the death of a Have. His doom was 
by every one expeded, and even wilhed for ; but the death 
of Calpurnius Galerianus occalioned a general dread in the 
city. He was the fon of Caius Pifo, who in the reign of 
Nero had afpired to the fovereignty; but had himfelf no 
(hare in that confpiracy, nor had ever attempted to difturb 
He caufts th e ftate. However, as he was of an illultrious family, 
GaJtriamu a K race ^ 1 ^ pefon, and greatly beloved by the people, 
ta be mur- he was > hy order of Mucianus, committed to the cuftody of 
tiered. a band of foldiers, fent forty miles from Rome, and there 
put to death by having his veins opened ". 

While Mucianus thus ruled "with abfolute fway in Rome, 
the Batavians were carrying on the war again!! the Romans 
with amazing fucecfs in Lower Germany. Of that war we 
fhall here, as in its proper place, briefly recount the caufes 
The Rata- an ^ events. The Batavians, ‘briginaUy the fame people 
<via»s take with the Cattans, who dwelt beyond the Rhine, being 
arms. driven from their country by a domeflic-infurreftion, fettled 
at the extreme borders of Gaul, in an illand formed by the 
mouths of the Rhine and the ocean (H) They were not 
fubjefts, but allies, of the Romans, and obliged to allift 
them only with troops commanded by men of the firft rank 
amongft them. They had at this time eight cohoits, men 
thoroughly exercifed in the wars of Germany and Britain. 
Thefe Vitellius had gained over to his parry, and they had 
a great (hare in the viftory at Bedfiacum; but proving af¬ 
terwards refraftory and ungovernable, the emperor thought 
it advifeable to order them to their own country. Julius 
Paulus, and Claudius Civilis, both men of royal defeent, 

« Tacit. Hilt, lib iv. cap. 11, Julcph, Bell. Jud, lib. v. cap. 42. 

(H) According to this de- country' of Utrecht, and the 
feription, the Batavians pufTelT- illand of Betaw, in the duke- 
ed South Holland, part of the dom of Guelderlpnd. 
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greatly furpafled the reft in credit and quality. The former 
was flain by Fonteius Capito, who fallly charged him with 
rebellion. The latter was put in irons, and Cent to Nero; 
but declared innocent by Galba, and fet at liberty. Under 
Vitellius he was again in danger of his life, being charged 
with treafon: and he'nce his hatred to the Romans, which 
induced him to arm his countrymen againft them. As he 
was a man of great addrefs, left the Romans (hould regard 
him as a public enemy, if he once appeared to have revolted 
from them, in the beginning of the war between Vitellius 
and Vefpafiati, he pretended an attachment to the latter, 
and was, by letters from Antonius Primus, ordered to op- 
pofe the forces fummoued to fuccour V itdlius. Civilis, 
therefore, determined to revolt, but concealing for the pre- 
fent his intention, contented himfelf with preventing the 
Batavian youth from enlifting themfelves purfuant to the 
orders of Vitellius. Soon after, on pretence of celebrating 
a banquet, he afl'embled the chiefs of the nation, and the 
molt daring among the populace, in a facred grove, where, 
when they had caroufcd till late in the night, and were 
warm with liquor, he acquainted them with his real defign, 
difplayed the renown of their nation, enumerated the in- 
fults they had fuftered, the oppreflion they groaned under, 
and all the miferics attending a ftate of fervitude. As he 
was heard with great applaufe, he bound them all, with 
many barbarous ceremonies, in a combination. 

He then difpatched meflengers to the Caninefatss, who Civilis n 
inhabited part of fhe iflarKl, to engage them in the fame joined by 
caufe. The Caninefates readily agreed to his meafures : 
choofrng for their leader one Brenno, famous for brutal fri/ianr. 
bravery, they took the field ; and being joined by the Fri- 
fian.s, a people beyond the Rhine, forced the winter-en¬ 
campment of two cohorts, and mafl'acred all the Roman 
victuallers and traders, whom they found confidently ram¬ 
bling about, as in time of peace. In confequcnce of thefe 
hoflilities, Civilis, pulling off the mafic, and openly affo- 
ciatingwith the Caninefates, and Frifians, marched to at¬ 
tack the Romans, who, under the condudt of Aquilius, 
had retired to the upper part c^f the ifiand. The conflidl 
was fcarce begun, when a band nf Tungrians, whorferved* 
under the Romans, deferted to the enemy. At the fame 
time the Roman fleet, confiding of twemy-four veflels, the 
towers being for the moft part natives of Batavia, made for 
the enemy’s fliore. By thefe means the Roman forces were p utj ^ 
eafily defeated, put to flight, and inhumanly butchered, Romans it 
both by the enemy, and their own companions. Upon the fight. 
pews pf this yiftory, the Germans immediately difpatched 
* ambaf- 
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ambaffadors to Civilis, with offers of fuccours. On the 
other hand, HordeoniusFlaccu3, who commanded the army 
in Upper Germany, ordered Memmius Lupercus to march 
againft the enemy #ith two legions, all the cavalry of the 
Ubians and Treverians, and a fquadron of Batavian horfc, 
men long fince corrupted in their fidelity to the Romans, 
but feigning a great zeal for their eaufe, purpofcly to be¬ 
tray them in the heat of the fight. The two armies having 
joined battle, the Batavian cavalry, deferting the legions 
while they were fighting with great bravery, joined Civilis; 
then inftantiy, like enemies, turned upon the Romans. Yet 
the legionaries, though prefled on all fides, kept their ranks, 
and ftood their ground, till the auxiliary Ubians and Tre- 
verians fled in a lhameful manner. Againft them the Ba¬ 
tavians bent their fury and purfuit; a circumftance which 
gave the legions an opportunity of retiring with fafety to 
the old camp, which is placed by mod geographers near 
the prefent city of Stanten, in the duchy of Cleves. 
night Ea- About the fame time the eight Batavian cohorts, which, 
tavian at- j n obedience to the orders of Vitellius, were upon their 
ovtrta m ar cb to Rome, being informed of the revolt of their coun- 
Civihs. trymen, and the advantages already gained by them, re¬ 
turned, and took their route towards Lower Germany, to 
join Civilis. Herennius Gallup who then governed Bonna, 
now Bonn, attempted to oppofe the paflage of the Bata¬ 
vians, at the head of three thoufand legionaries, and fome 
cohorts haftily raifed ; but was defeated with great flaugh- 
ter, The conquerors purfued their march, without com¬ 
mitting any hoftilities, and joined Civilis, who now feeing 
himfelf at the head of a regular army, but dill dreading the 
formidable power of the Romans, obliged his forces to fwear 
allegiance to Vefpafian, and difpatched ambaffadors to the 
two legions in the old camp, requiring them to take the 
fame oath. The anfwer they returned was, that they would 
not Follow the counfels of a known traitor, nor thofe of a 
public enemy ; and that a Batavian fugitive mud not inter¬ 
fere in the affairs of the Roman ftate, but prepare to meet 
Civilis he- the punifhment due to his enormous'crimes. Civilis, highly 
t provoked at this anfwer, raufed to arms the whole Batavian 
• camp, natioh, and being joined by the Brutteraiis and Tenfterans, 
attacked the camp with great fury. The Romans, though 
fcarce five thoufand men, made fo vigorous a defence, that 
Civilis, defpairing of fuccefs by affault, changed his mea- 
fures, and blocked them up on all fides, not doubting but 
they would be foon conftrained by famine to capitulate. In 
the meantime Hordeonius Flaccus, underftanding that the 
tamp was befieged, immediately difpatched Dillius Vocula, 
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commander of the eighteenth legion,and Herennius Gallus, 
with powerful fuccours, to the relief of the two legions : 
but while thefe commanders were ftill encamped at Gel- 
duba upon the Rhine, now Gelnub, s» fmall village near 
Ordingen, in the territory of Cologne, news were brought 
them of the defeat fif Vitellius at Cremona. In confe- 
quence of this event thf officers immediately declared for 
Vefpafian, forced the foldiers to fwear allegiance to him, 
and fent Alpinus Montanus to acquaint Civilis with the 
vi£tory, and defire him to lay down his arms and difband 
his troops, if he meant to affift Vefpafian, Jince they all had 
already acknowleged him emperor. 

But Civilis had greater objefts in view. He therefore 
openly declared, that he would never (heath his fword till 
he had redeemed both his own country and Gaul from the 
tyrannical yoke of the Romans} and that inftant difpatched 
again ft Vocula the veteran cohorts, and the flower of his 
German forces, under the command of Julius Maximus 
and Claudius Viftor, hufband to his filler. Thefe coming 
upon the Romans by furprize, put them to flight, and made 
a dreadful havock. But in the mean time fome Gafcon 
bands, lately raifed by Galba, arriving at Gelduba, fell 
upoii the enemy in the rear, whilft earneftly purfuing their 
victory, filled them with difaiay, and infpired the Romans 
with frelh courage.} fo that they returned to the charge, 
and, with the affiftance of their allies, put the enemy in 
their turn to flight, and gave them a total overthrow. All 
the braved men of the Batavian infantry were cut off; but 
their horfe efcaped with the Roman ftaudardsand prifoners 
taken in the beginning of the encounter. Vocula, encou¬ 
raged by this fuccefs, marched againlt the enemy, employ¬ 
ed in befieging the old camp, and, after a bloody confliu, 
forced them to abandon the enterprize. In the heat of the 
engagement, Civilis, being thrown by the fall of his horfe, 
was by both armies believed to be dangeroully wounded or 
(lain} and to this report chiefly was owing the victory 
gained by the Romans. Vocula, inftead of purfuing the 
enemy when broken and in diforder, applied himfelf to for¬ 
tify the old camp} which having, ftrengthened with forae 
new works, he returned to Gelduba, and thence procoeded 
to Novelium, now Nuys, where Hordeonius Flaccus lay 
encamped with part of the army. 

Vocula was fcarce gone, when Civilis again hid fiege to 
the old camp ; and advancing with a ilrong detachment to 
Gelduba, reduced that place; but he was put to flight by 
the Roman cavalry near Novelium. In the mean time the 
foldiers began to mutiny, and claim prefent payment of their 
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donative ; for they had learned that the money was already 
fent thither by Vitellius. Hordeonius immediately com¬ 
plied with their demand ; but diftributed the money in the 
name of Vefpafian. t Thc foldiers no fooner received it, 
than they abandoned themfelves without controul to every 
kind of debauchery, to nofturnal revellings and cabals, and 
when intoxicated with wine, renewed their ancient fury 
and rage againft Hordeonius, who was fufpefled of favour¬ 
ing Civilis, becaufe, from a mind well difpofed towards 
Vefpafian, he had not oppofed his firft attempts. As none 
of the general officers dared to check them in the height of 
their rage, they violently burft into the bedchamber of thdir 
general, dragged him out, and put him to death. Vocula 
would have undergone the fame fate, had he not made his 
efcape in-the'difguife of a flave. They then reftored the 
images of Vitellius, defpoiled thofeof Vefpafian, and com¬ 
mitted, during that night, innumerable diforders. 'Iheir 
rage, upon the return of day, was fuccccded by terror and re- 
niorfe. The firft, the fourteenth, and the eighteenth le¬ 
gions were eafily reclaimed by Vocula; and led by him, 
after they had again taken the oath to Vefpafian, again ft Ci¬ 
vilis, who had belieged Magontiacum, now Mentz. Before 
their arrival the befiegers had retired; but the Romans com¬ 
ing up with them as they marfhed without order, fufpedl- 
ing no danger, fell upon them fword in hand, and made a 
dreadful havock of the difperfed and diforderly multitude ", 
The death of Vitellius, the murder of Hordeonius, and 
the burning of the Capitol, being divudged through Ger¬ 
many and Gaul, both thefe nations engaged in open hofti- 
lities againft the Roman people. A motley multitude of 
Cattans, Ufipians, Mattiacians, and other German nations, 
joined Civilis. The Gauls too, feizing the prefent oppor¬ 
tunity, while the Romans were weakened by fuch fucceffive 
civil wars, combined to attempt the recovery of their an¬ 
cient liberty, being ftrongly inclined by the burning of the 
Capitol to believe, that the diflolution of the empire was at 
hand. The city, they faid, had formerly been taken by 
the Gauls ; but the manfion of Jupiter having efcaped, the 
empire had continued ttf fubGft. The Druids too ani¬ 
mated them with vain oracles, that to nations beyond 
the Alps the empire of the world was portended. The 
chief fway among the Gauls was borne at this time by Claf- 
ficus, Julius Tutor, and Julius Sabinus; the two former 
Trevcrians,and the latter a native ofLangres. Thefe three, 
having in private conferences founded the minds of the reft, 

* Tacit, Hitt, iib, iv, cap. ii—j6, 
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and engaged in their deiigns fuch aa they judged proper, 
came at length to a refolution of throwing off all difguife, 
and openly declaring againft Rome. The only difficulty 
which occurred, was, how to difpofe of the Roman forces 
then in Gaul. Some were for maffacring them all, others 
for putting to the fwtird only their commanders, fince the 
common herd, bereft of their leaders, would be ealily re¬ 
duced into the confederacy. The latter opinion prevailed ; 
and this was the refult of their firfl confultation. The con- 
fpirators then difpatched incendiaries into all the regions of 
Gaul, to excite them to wdr; but in the mean time feigned 
gr^at refpeft to Vocula, who was well apprised of their de¬ 
iigns ; but thought proper to diffemble in his turn, and pur- 
fue the fame artifices which were ufed againft him. With 
this view he repaired to Cologne ; but Clafficus and Tutor, 
who were both commanders of the Treverian horfe, en¬ 
camping by themfelves, and feparating the firft time from 
the legions, he returned back, and, with the legions alone, 
proceeded to Novcfium, a numerous body of Gauls having 
encamped in the open fields about two miles from that place. 

To the camp of the Gauls, as hoftilities were not yet be¬ 
gun on either fide, daily reforted great numbers of Roman 
foldiers; and there, as they found themfelves furrounded 
with terrors on all Tides, they agreed to purchafe tlieir own 
fafety by committing an enormity till then unknown among 
the Romans which was, to fwear allegiance to the Gauls, 
and promife either to murder, or deliver up their officers 
in chains. Vocula was qpt unapprifed of what palled 
in the camp. Judging it beneath him to fly, he affembled 
the foldiery ; and having in vain attempted to divert them 
from fo monftrous a crime, he retired, with a defign to put 
a period to his life ; but being reftrained by his freedmen 
and Haves, he was foon after murdered by aEmilius Lon¬ 
ginus, a deferter from the firft legion, fent by Clafficus for 
that purpofe. His lieutenants, Herennius and Numifius, 
were only put in irons. After this affaffination Clafficus, 
affuming the badges of a Roman magiftrate, entered the 
camp, and adminifteretj the new oath to the legions, every 
one fwearing allegiance to the fovereignty and empire of 
the Gauls. Between Tutor and" Clafficus was ftiare^l the 
charge of managing the war. The former laid fiege to 
Cologne, and forced the inhabitants to take the fame oath, 
which he likewife tendered to all the foldiers who lay 
farther up the Rhine. Clafficus ftrove to gain, by fairpro- 
mifes, the two legions that were fhut up in the ancient 
camp. After having eaten their horfes, and other beads 
of burden, they were obliged to fupport themfelves by 
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plucking flirubs and plants, and picking the herbs which 
lprouted amongft the ftoncs of the walls: but at length, 
after exhibiting fo much glory and patience, they brought 
a foul (lain, by fending deputies to Civilis to beg their lives. 
Neither were their fupplications received, till they had 
fworn homage and fidelity to the Gauls. Then he granted 
them their lives ; but referred the plunder of the camp to 
himfelf, appointing guards to fecure the money. Haves, and 
baggage, and others to convoy the foldiers thus divefted of 
all their efie£ts. When they had marched about five miles 
the Germans rufhed upon them from an ambulh, and cut 
the greater part of them in pieces. The remainder fled <to 
the camp, which the Germans fet on fire ; fo that fuch of 
the unhappy Romans as had furvived the late flaughter, 
were to a man confirmed by the flames. Civilis, elated 
with the fuccefs of his arms, foon reduced all the neigh¬ 
bouring cities, fome of them being willing to follow his 
fortune, and others awed by his power p. 

Julius Sabinus having demolifhed the public tables con¬ 
taining the confederacy with Rome, caufed himfelf to be 
proclaimed Csefar; and, leading a large number of his 
countrymen the Lingones, fuddenJy invaded the adjacent 
country of the Sequanians, who continued faithful to the 
Romans ; but being defeated by them, in order to raife a 
report that he had periflied, he fet fire to the country 
dwelling, whither he had fled, and by that ftratagem faved 
his life. By the vi&ory of the Sequanians the fury of the 
war in Gaul was reltrained. The fevejal dates began, by 
degrees, to recover coolnefs and judgement, the reft fol¬ 
lowing the example of the people of Rheims, who pub- 
lilhed through the provinces of Gaul an invitation for afiem- 
bling their feveral deputies, to confult which conduced moft 
to the good of the whole, war or peace. The aflembly was 
held at Rheims, where Tullius Valentinus, one of the am- 
bafladors of the Treverians, with great vehemence promot¬ 
ed the war; but was oppofed by Julius Aufpex, one of the 
chiefs in the ftate of Rheims, who difplayed at large the 
power of the Romans, and the blefllngs of peace. They all 
extolled the courage and refolution of Valentinus, but fol¬ 
lowed the counfel of Aufpex, moft of them being deterred 
from purfuing a general confederacy, by the mutual jea- 
loufy and competition of the feveral provinces. It was 
alked, where muft be the head of the war i whither muft 
they recur for fupreme authority? and, fhould all their 
purfujts profper, what place would they choofe for the feat 

» Tacit, Hift, lib. iv. cap. 6 j, Jafrph, Bell Jud, lib. vii. cap. 11 . 
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bt empire ? Some boafted their alliances, fome their wealth 
and forces, others their antiquity •, and, from all thefe, 
each claimed fuperior prerogative aiid rule. At length, Tht Gault 
after long and warm debates, they agreed to acquiefce in 
their prefent condition. To the Treverians letters were u f° a P ,acr ' 
immediately difpatchdd in the name of the ftates of Gaul, 
advifing them to lay dijwn their arms while their pardon 
was yet to be procured, artd their friends were ready to in¬ 
tercede for them; but Valentinus, a better fpeaker than 
commander, oppofed this counfel, which the nation re- 
jefled accordingly. What chiefly difpofed the Gauls to 
pejce was, the news they received, that an army was ad¬ 
vancing againft them, confilting of four legions from Italy, 
two from Spain, and one from Britain, under the condudt 
of two renowned commanders, Annius Gallus and Peti- 
lius Cerealis, whom Mucianus bad difpatched from Rome, 
to put a flop to the farther conquefls of Civilis and Clailicus. 

Sextilius Felix arrived before them, having, at the head of 
fome auxiliary cohorts, forced a paflage through Rhsetia. 

He was joined by the twenty-firft legion, and the fquadron 
of horfe furnamed the Singular, commanded by Julius Bri- 
ganticus, nephew to Civilis, but hated by his uncle. 

With thefe forces Felix attacked and routed the Treve- Thefre* 
runs, commanded.by Tutor,near Bingium, now Bingen; 
and in a few days obliged the Tribocians, the Vaugioncs, 
the Cercatians, and the Nemetians, to defert their country- p c n x . 
men, and return to the Roman dominion. After he had 
thus made himfelf mailer of«the countries bordering on the 
Rhine, from Mentz'to the prefent city of Bafil, the legions 
who had revolted to the Gauls, renewed the oath of alle¬ 
giance to Vefpafian; and, leaving Treves, where they 
were then quartered, retired to Metz, a city in alliance 
with the Romans. In the mean time Petilius Cerealis ar¬ 
rived at Magontiacum, where being informed, that Valen¬ 
tinus was polled at Rigodulum, now Rigol, with a nu¬ 
merous band of Treverians, he drew into one body the 
foldiers he found at Magontiacum, with the forces he 
had brought over the Alps ; then marching to Rigodulum, 
he attacked the enemy’s intrenchments, though inclofed by 
the mountains, and the river SVfofelle, and ftrengthipied 
with deep trenches, and ramparts of huge Hones. The 
Treverians fought for fome time with great refolution ; but and bj Ct- 
were, in the end, forced to abandon their camp, and fave rta ^ u 
themfelves by flight. The Romans purfued them, and, in 
the purfuit, took many perfons of great diftinftion ; and 
smongft them Valentinus their general. Next day Cerealis 
entered Treves; which city the foldiers paffionately defir- 
Vol. XIII. M ed 
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ed to raze, as the birth-place of Claflicu8 and Tutor ; but 
Cerealis, dreading licentioufnefs and cruelty* checked their 
rage. Their attention was likewife diverted by another 
objeft, the arrivakof the legions, which had fworn al¬ 
legiance to the Gauls. They appeared lad and de|e€ted, 
keeping their eyes immoveably fixed 1 upon the ground, and 
imploring their pardon by filence and weeping, till Cerea¬ 
lis comforted them, afcribing their defertion to the inevi¬ 
table operations of fate, and alluring them, that neither he 
nor the emperor would remember their pad offences. At 
the fame time he caufed an order to be publilhed through¬ 
out the camp, that no one fiioeld, upon any difpute,. re¬ 
proach his fellow-foldier 

Civilis, Tutor, and Clafficus, having from different quar¬ 
ters affembled all their forces, attacked unexpectedly the 
intrenchments of the legions now at the gates of Treves, 
forced them, put the cavalry to flight, and feized the bridge 
of communication over the Mofelle in the midft of the city. 
News of this general rout and havock being brought to 
Cerealis, while yet in bed, he ftarted up, and, undaunted 
by all this confufion and diftrefs, ftrove with his own hand 
to Hop the fugitives; animated them by his example; 
and, heading fuch as were remarkably brave, recovered the 
bridge, and fecured it by a guard of armed men. Then, 
haltcning to the camp, and rallying the difperfed legions; 
he not only repulfed the enemy, but the fame day forced 
their intrenchments, and recovered the city of Cologne, 
where he found the wife and filler of Civilis, with the Ion 
of Clafiicus r . Civilis, having after this unfortunate event 
recruited his forces with incredible expedition, polled him- 
felf in the old camp, where he was attacked by Cerealis, 
reinforced by the acceflion of three legions. But, as the 
furrounding fields were naturally marlhy, and Civilis had 
diverted the courfe of the Rhine, which thence flooded all 
the neighbouring grounds, the Romans were eaGly repulf¬ 
ed, and their cavalry put to flight, by fome German fqua- 
drons fallyirrg out againll them. 

By the iffiie of this encounter; both the leaders were 
prompted, though from different motives, to put the whole 
to the iffuc of a general battle; Civilis eager to purfue his 
good fortune, Cerealis to cancel his drflionour. The next 
day both armies appeared early in the field, and engaged 
with equal fury and refohition. After the conflict had 
tailed many hours, the Germans were in the end defeated; 
and the war would have been finiflied that day, had not 

s Tacit. Jih. iv. cap. 71—77. » Idem ibid. cap. 78. 
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tht conquerors been prevented, by night, and a fuddgg 
ftorm, from purfuing the flying foe. After this overthrew 
Civilis withdrew to the iflajid of the Batavians : Claflicus 
Tntor, and an hundred and thirteen fpnators of Treves* 
croffed the Rhine to saife new forces. Their endeavours 
were attended With fuch fuccefs, that they returned with p 
vafl multitude,- and at*the fame time aflaujted the Roman 
forces polled at Avenacum, Vade, Grinnes, and Batavo- 
durum, now Arnhem, Wageningen, Rhenen, and Duet- 
ftede. They were repuifed at each attack with great 
flaughter, and forced to throw themfeJves precipitately into 
thtf river. Notwithftanding this difapppintment and defeat, Hr fur - 
Civilis, a fliort time after, in the dead of night) ftormed the P’’f el 
camp of Cerealis, upon the banks of the Rhine, made a \ 

dreadful havock of the Roman foldiers, while, apprifed of 
no danger, they were repofing in their tents, and carried 
off a great number of captives. The general, half-awake, 
and almoft naked, efcaped through a miftake of the ene¬ 
my ; for they had carried off the admiral’s (hip, diftinguifli- 
ed by its flag, from a belief, that Cerealis was in it ■ but 
he had paffed that night in the embraces of Claudia Sa- 
crata, a native of Cologne. The centinels excufed their 
own negligence by the dilhonour of their general, alleging, 
that they were injoined to*keep filence for fear of inter¬ 
rupting his repofe ; fo that,as fpeaking was reftrained. they 
had fallen afleep. b 1 

Notwithftanding this advantage, Civilis was in the end but it oh- 
obliged even to abandon hi^own illand, and retire beyond 
the Rhine. Cerealis committed dreadful ravages throughout ban<iQ . a h “ 
the illand of the Batavians; but, through a policy ufual 
to generals, left all the lands and dwellings of Civilis un- to the Ke- 
touched, tempting at the fame time the Batavians with mam, 
offer of peace, and Civilis with a promife of pardon : this 
he refolved to accept, finding his countrymen tited of the 
war, and inclined to prevent the defolation and ruin of thp 
whole nation, by devoting him to punifliment. He there¬ 
fore defired a conference, which was granted: the bridge 
upon the river Wahal Wks broken down in the middle ; an i 
the two generals, flapping forward on each fide, Hood upon 
the oppofite extremities., Theiffue of this conference tvas. 
an entire fubmilfion on one fide, and an unreferved pardpn 
on the other. The Batavians remained in the fame cpndi- 
tion they were in before the war broke out, that is, exempt 
from all tributes, and only Obliged to fupply the Romans 
with troops when required’. 


• Jofeph, Bell. Jud. lib. ii, cap, n. 
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During thefe tranfaflions in Germany, Vefpafian and 
Titus commenced confuls, the former the fecond time, and 
both abfent. The fenate was therefore afiembled on the 
full of January by Julius Frontinus, city-praetor, when they 
decreed, that public thanks ihould be returned to the ge¬ 
neral officers, to the armies, and to the confederate kings, 
for having zealoufly cfpoufcd the caufe of Vefpafian. 
From Tertius Julian us they took away the praetorlhip, for 
having forfaken his legion, when going to declare for Vef¬ 
pafian, and transferred that dignity to Flotius Griphus. 
Upon Hormus, Vefpafian’s freedman, they conferred the 
equeftrian dignity. Soon after, Frontinus refigned ,his 
office, which was affirmed by Domitian, whofe name was 
prefixed to all letters and ediffs; but the whole fway re¬ 
mained in Mucianus. The young prince, however, boldly 
exerted many aCb of power, at the mitigation of his inti¬ 
mates, or his own caprice *. Antonius Primus and Arrius 
Varus gave Mucianus great umbrage: they were both 
renowned for their late exploits in war, in great credit with 
the foldiery, and beloved by the populace. Antonius was 
befides reported tp have folicited Scribonianus Craffirs, the 
brother of Pifo, whom Galba had adopted, to affiime the 
fovereignty. Mucianus, therefore, finding he could not 
openly crufli Primus, pretended great friendship and efteem 
for him, and flattered him with praifes in the fenate, 
made him great promifes in private, and filled him with 
hopes of obtaining the government of Hither Spain, void 
by the departure of Cluvius Rufus. Having thus entirely 
gained him, he di(inifled the feventh legion, which was in¬ 
violably attached to him, to their winter-quai ters, at a great 
diilance from Home ; and fent the third legion back into 
Syria, and the reft of the forces into Germany, to ferve 
under Ccrealis. Having by thefe means quite broken the 
power of Primus, and difburdened the city of thofe who 
were apt to raife tumults and diforder, Rome returned to 
her former tranquility, the laws refumed their force, and 
the magiftrates their wonted funflions u . 

Domitian, appearing for the firft time in the fenate, fpoke 
in few words,. and with r great modefty, of the abfence of 
his father and brother, and alfo concerning his own youth 
and infufficiency. Then he propofed, that all the honours 
which had been bellowed on Galba, but afterwards abro¬ 
gated by Otho, fhnuld be reftored. Curtius Montanos 
moved, that Tome public mark of honour (hould be likewife 
paid to the memory of Pifo. The fathers ordained both ; 
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but of what regarded Pifo, nothing‘feas executed. In the 
next place commiffioners were drawn by lot, who were to 
caufe reftitution to be made of whatever had been ufurped 
by violence during the war, and to rrilrain the public ex- 
pences. To Tertius Julianus, as foon as it was known that 
he bad joined Vefpafian, the office of pnetor was reliored ; 
but Griphus ftill retained the enfigns of that dignity. Be¬ 
fore the affembly broke up, one of the fenators, named Ju¬ 
nius Mauricus, petitioned Domitian, that he would impart 
to the fenate the regifters of the late emperors, that they 
might thence difcoverwbo had folicited tn be admitted ac¬ 
cusers, and again!! whom : but the young prince ju .licioudy 
replied, that, in an affair of this fort, the fentiniems of the 
emperor muff be firft obtained. However, P. Lgnau'us 
Celer, the accufer of the celebrated Soranus Barra, was 
condemned ; but Mucianus haranguing in behalf of the in- Miriam 
formers, and exhorting the fathers to obliterate the im- Jpnhjar 
preffions of all refentment, and forget the grievances arifing accm ‘ 
from the neceffity of the late times, all farther profecuticnis ‘ 
were dropped *. 

This year Mucianus ordered the fon of Vitellius to lie 
put to death, pretending, that civil difeotd would nevor 
ceafe, unlefs the feeds of war were utterly extinguished. 

He treated Antonius Primus with fuch baughtiuels, that a./ —. r 
he forced him to retire from Rome, and recur to Vefpa- Primal re • 
fian, by whom he was received without any particular P" irj ,§ 
marks offriendfhip or disfavour, the emperor's mind being 
fwayed, on one fide, by she great ferviccs of that com¬ 
mander ; on the other, by letters from Mucianus. The 
other courtiers at the fame time combined to difgrace him, 
charging him with arrogance, and heightening the charge 
with the enormities of his former life. He did not fail lo 
create new enemies by his haughty carriage; for, with ex- 
ceflive oftentation, he ufed to recount his own exploits, 
treating the other commanders with the utroolt contempt, 
efpecially Caecina, whom he ufed to revile as a captive, and 
a man of no fpirit, who had tamely fubmitted. Hence, by 
degrees, he funk in his •haraftcr 5 but, from the emperor, 
retained to the la ft fome appearance of favour. Of him 
we find no farther mention made by the ancient writers. 

Mucianus likewife difplaced Arrius Varus, commander of 
the praetorian guards; but beftowed upon him another, that 
of fupplying the city with grain, which had been formeily 
difeharged by perfons of the firft quality. To foften Doroi- 
tian, who had a great kindnefs for Varus, he beftowed the 


1 Tacit, llift, lib. iv. cap. 40—44. 
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command of the guaftds upon Arretinua Clemens, a perfon 
nearly allied to the houfe of Vefpafian. The father of Ar- 
retinus had difchargcd the fame trull with great credit un¬ 
der Caligula, whenee his name was in high eftimation with 
the foldiery. The guards had been hitherto commanded 
by a Roman knight; but Arretinus was by rank a fenator *. 
Vtjpafian Vefpafian continued at Alexandria, and is faid to have 
•works fame wrought fome miracles in that city (I). From Alexandria 
mrodes. * he 

y Tacit. Hilt. lib, iv. cap. €s. 

(I) A blind man. Well known from their flattery. Vefpafian 
at Alexandria, proflrating him- was hence feizcd with an edger 
felf at the emperor’s feet, im- defire of vifiting the refidencr 
plorir.g him to reftore him to of the deity, in order to confult 
light, telling the prince, that he him on the date and fortune of 
had been warned by the god the empire. He therefore cont- 
Serapis to repair to him, and manded all to retire from the 
beg that, with his fpirtle, he temple, and then entered him. 
would condc-fcend to wath hit felf. While he was there, he 
cheeks, and the balls of his fuddenly perceived one of the 
eyes. Another, lame in his grandees of Egypt, named Ka- 
band, by the direfiion of the Slides, Handing by hitn, thnugh 
fame god, btayfed him to tread he knew him to be then at a 
upon it. Vefpafian at firft de- gftat diflanre from Alexandria, 
tided them ; but, as thty ron- r 9 rd confined by ficknefs. How- 
tinued to importune hitn, ht ever, he examined the priclb, 
began to waver, fearing on one whether Bpfilides had that day 
fide the imputation of vanity, entered the temple; alkcd fuck 
and on the other drawn into cs he met, whether hfe had ben, 
hopes through thfe iptreaties of feen in the city ; then by hnrlc- 
tbe fuppliants, and the argu- men, purpofely difpatchcd, he 
fnents of flatterers. At length, learnt, that Bafilides was at that 
fc'onfidering himfeU'as an inftru- inftant eighty miles from thence 
fhfcat chofeh by the gods to ac- (i). St. Auftin, without que- 
tntnplifti the cure, he undertook ft ironing the truth of thefe fafts, 
tfife talk with a thfearful Cotin- jjttfcftea by feveral writers of 
(thioce before a great multi- great authority, obferves, that 
tudt, intent upon the ifiut. Vefphfiin, according to Taci- 
Jnflantlv the lam* hand reco- ms’s account, ordered the phy- 
▼ered rail fttength, and upon ficiaas to examine firft, whe- 
the eyfci of the blind light broke ther fuch lamcnefs and blmd- 
***■ s Tacitus allures us, that, »efs were curable by human 
*ven in his time, both thefe aid; who reported, that, in thfe 
events continued to be recount- one, the power of fight was not 
fed and averred by tho'fe who wholly Cxtind, but would re¬ 
bad been eye-witneftfes of them, turn, were the obstacles rc- 
knd could reap no advantage . movedand, in the other, the 

(0 Tacit, fib. iv. cap. 81. Djo, fib, J*vi. p. 718. Suet, in Vefp- 
«*Pi 7- 

joints 
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he failed for Italy; and, having vifitcd in his paiTage the 
ifland of Rhodes, and feveral cities of Afia Minor, landed, 
according to Jofephus, on the Couth fide of the promontory 
of Iapygia or Otranto. At Brundufiiim he was met by 
Mucianus, and a great number of fenators and Roman 
knights; and at Beneventum by fays fon Oomitian. On 
his route to Rome, fys was received every where with 
loud acclamations ; for every one entertained an exalted 
opinion of his virtues, and looked upon him as fent by the 
gods to reftore the empire to its former Juftre or tranquility. 
As he approached the city, the greater part of the inhabit¬ 
ant flocked out to congratulate and conduct him in tri¬ 
umph to the Capitol, the ftreets through which he pafied 
being ftrewed with flowers, and the whole city, like a tem¬ 
ple, filled with precious odours and perfumes. Altars were 
every where raifed, and viftims flain, with fupplications to 
the gods, that Vcfpafian might rule the empire many years, 
and his fon Titus reign after him; that the fovereigmy 
might for ever remain in his family, and Rome flourifh un¬ 
der their aufpices and authority *„ 

Great expectations were formed of Vefpafian by all ranks 
of men, and no one was difappointed in his expectation : 
for he made it his whole bufincfs to re-eftablifh the com¬ 
monwealth, and reftore the: empire to its former grandeur ; 
to conform to the laws, ana fee that all others conformed 
to them ; to confult the good of the whole, and of indivi¬ 
duals to prevent oppreffion, and to punifh it; to promote 
virtue, and reward it; to enforce the obfervance of the laws 
by his example, asf well as by his judgements; and to me¬ 
rit the affe&ions and fidelity of the people, by his paternal 
care and impartiality. His firft talk was, to revive the an¬ 
cient difcipbne in the army; for the foldiery had abandoned 
themfelves to all manner of licentioufnefs, and committed 
innumerable diforders, not only in the colonies and muni¬ 
cipal towns, but in Rome i.tfelf- He therefore difbanded 

* Jofcpb. Bell. Jud. lib. vii. cap. m. 

joints were only diftorted, and occnfion exerting it, to edipfe, 
might be reftcred with regular if.poflible, the miracles wrought 
preffiire. Hence St. Auftio by the npoftles and their difei- 1 
concludes, that fucb cures were pies (2). As for the vifion in 
not above the power of men, the temple, it might well hare 
and ranch lefs above that of the been the effeft or a warm and 
evil fpirits, endowed with a lii- ilrong imagination, 
perior knowlege, and on this 

(a) S> Augi Civil. Dei, lib. x. cap. 16. 
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great numbers of them, efpecially fueh as had ferved under 
Vitellius, and had been long inured to rapine and licen- 
tioufnefs ; in the others he punifhed the lead tranfgreffions 
with the utmoft feterity. A young nobleman, to whom 
he had given a confiderablc command, W’aiting upon him 
to return thanks, and fmelling fragrantly of rich oils and 
perfumes, the emperor, with a voice exprefling his indig¬ 
nation, told him, that he had rather he had fmelt of gar- 
lick ; and took away the commiflion which he had given 
him a few days before. He was no lefs fevere with the 
marines, who were appointed to carry letters and difpatches 
from Puteoli and Oftia to Rome ; for, upon their petition¬ 
ing him to have fome allowance, belides their ufual pay, 
for Ihoes, inflead of complying with their requeft, he or¬ 
dered, that for the future they fhould difcharge their duty 
barefoot; and caufed this ordinance to be immediately put 
in execution *. 

He feldom failed to aflift at the debates and deliberations 
of the fenate, without afluming any authority above the 
other fenators, whom he frequently exhorted to fpeak their 
fentiments with freedom ; telling them, that he had called 
them not blindly to approve what was his will and pleafpre, 
but to receive their counfel, to truft and to follow it. Hav¬ 
ing taken upon him, foon afterihis arrival at Rome, the of¬ 
fice of cenfor, he degraded fuch of the fenators and knights 
as he found unworthy of their dignities; ami fupplied their 
places with fuch perfons, either from the colonies or pro¬ 
vinces, as were recommended t& him by men of known in-: 
tegrity. By thefe means he increafed the number of fena¬ 
tors to a thoufand, which, by repeated maflacres, had been 
reduced to two hundred b . He likewife ftri£lly examined 
into all the courts of judicature, and reformed innumerable 
abufes and grievances, appointed new judges, apd caufed 
the laws to be digefted and reduced to a moderate compafs. 
He frequently adminiflered juftice in the forum with great 
impartiality, and univerfal applaufe. 

As Rome had loft much of its fplendor by the late con¬ 
flagrations, and many houfes lay ftill in rpins, he com¬ 
manded the proprietors tq rebuild them in a' limited time, 
allowing any one to take poflefiian of the ground, if the edi¬ 
fices were not raifed within that term to a certain height. 
The Capitol he had ordered to be rebuilt before he left 
Alexandria; and appointed Lucius Veftinus, a Roman 
knight, to direft and overfee the work. By him were af- 
fembled the foothfayers, who declared, that the remains of 
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tlie former temple fliould be removed into the maiihes; 
that upon the fame foundations the new building fhould be 
raifed; and that to the temple nothing new', except height, 
fliould be added- "With this variation%e new temple was 
raifed in a fhort timej and this alone was judged wanting 
to the magnificence of the former. As the late fire had de¬ 
stroyed many public records, he reftored three thoufand ta¬ 
bles of brafs, which had been melted, having with indefa¬ 
tigable pains found out their true copies. In thefe were re¬ 
corded all the decrees of the fenate, all the ordinances of 
the people, all treaties, alliances, and privileges, granted 
to^any pcrfon or city, and all remarkable occurrences, from 
the foundation of Rome. In thefe and the like ufeful works 
he expended great ftjms. 

He was fo far from feeking the deftrudion of any man, Hii fir¬ 
th at he could not behold, without fighs and tears, even the ">ency, and 
greateft criminals led to execution. To all he was cour- 
teons and affable, allowing perfons of every rank to accoft s “ * 
him with freedom, the gates of his palace being kept con- 
llantly open. Far from concealing the m^anuefs of his 
former condition, he frequently difeourfed of it, and ufed 
to deride thofe who, to flatter him, undertook to derive his 
pedigree from the founders of Reate, and the companions 
of Hercules. He defpifed titles, and, wiLh much difficulty, 
was prevailed upon to accept that of the father of his coim- 
tiy ; a title to which no one had ever a better claim. The 
king of Parthia having written to him thus, “ Arfaces, king 
of kings, to Flavips Vefjtofianus he, without finding 
fault with the title, or refenting it as an affront, direded 
his anfwer thus; “ Flavius Vefpafianus, to Arfaces, king 
of kings fhewing thereby in what contempt he held fuch 
titles. He was fo far from being dazzled with the fpiendor 
of public honours, that, when he triumphed with his fon 
Titus over the Jews, being quite fatigued with the length 
of that ceremony, he was heard to fay, that he defervedly 
fuffered for having, at his age, defired a triumph, as if fuch 
an honour had ever been due to his ancellors, or hoped for 
by himfelf. He bore 'With incredible patience the many 
lampoons that were difperfed aU over the town, refleding 
upon his avarice; and the invedives of the philolbphers, 
whom he had baniOied the city (K). He gave no ear to 


(K! One of thefe, a Cynic, 
named Demetrius, meeting him 
one day out of town, reviled 
him in,a moil outrageous man¬ 
ner ; but the good emperor, in- 


ilead of chailifing him for his 
infoient behaviour, contented 
himfelf with telling him, that 
he was a Cynic indeed. 
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whilperers, nor ever put any one to death, whofe crimes 
were not notorious, and plainly proved (L). Though fe¬ 
deral confpiracies were formed againft him, yet he could 
not be prevailed upqji to punilh the confpirators with death, 
faying, that they deferved rather pity than punilhment, 
fince they knew not what a burden the empire was. He 
took the daughter of Vitellius, his inveterate enemy, under 
his protedlion, married her into a noble family, and allowed 
her a large dower. 

He never fought to revenge the affronts which he had 
fuffercd in the reign of Nero ; but generoufly forgave all 
who had injured or reviled him. Being in that prince’s 
reign forbid the court, he had refourfe to Phoebus, the em¬ 
peror’s freedman, a Iking him, whither he ihould go. Phoe¬ 
bus returned him no other anfwer, but that he might go 
hanghimfelf; and thruft him out of his room. The freed- 
man coming to implore his pardon after he was made em¬ 
peror, Vefpafian was provoked no farther, than to bid him 
be gone in the fame terms. Though Mucianus affumed far 
greater authority than was fuitable to the rank of a private 
man, and behaved with much haughtinefs towards the em¬ 
peror, boafting, that in his own hands he had held the 
empire, but freely beftowed U upon Vefpafian ; yet the em¬ 
peror never rebuked him but in private; and having once 
complained of him to a common friend, he ended his 
complaints with thefe remarkable words; “ For I myfelf 
am but a man, and confequently not free from blame c .” 

The only fault with which hq^is charged by the ancients, 
is his immoderate love of money, whichhe was not afhamed 
to procure by means altogether unworthy of a great prince. 
He not only revived the old impofitions and taxes, which 
had been fuppreffed by Galba; but loaded the provinces 
with new tributes : he bought commodities, that he migbt 
fell them to advantage; and defeended to fome very low 
and unufual impofls, laying one even upon urine ; which 
gave occaiion to his fon Titus to remonftrate againft the 
meannefs of fuch an impoOtion ; but he, prefenting the 
firft money that accrued from that tax to his fon, a Iked 
him, whether the fmell offended him. Neither did he 

I 

' Suet. cap. S, 9, 11, ix, 14. 

(L) His friends haring be- ful, adding pleafantly, ,l When 
fought him to beware of Me- he ie invefted with the fove- 
tiusPompofianus, who was born, neignty, he will, I hope, re- 
they faid, under a conftellarioo member my friendfliip, and re- 
that promifed him the empire, quite h.” 
he immediately named himcon- 
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fcruple the felling of any office, nor pardoning any crimi¬ 
nal, however enormous nis offences were, provided lie could 
with a fum of money redeem himfelf from the deferved pu- 
nifliment, He is faid to have preferred to the molt profit¬ 
able employments fuch of his officers as were noted for their 
avarice and rapaciouftiefs, and to have made ufe of them as 
fponges, “ by wetting them when they were dry, and 
Squeezing them when they were wet d .” He often ftrove to 
difguife his avarice by a joke. Thus certain ambaffadors 
having acquainted him, that by the council of their nation, 
a confiderable fum of money was decreed for creating him 
a Jtatuc in the form of a coloffus, rt Here is the bafis (faid 
he, ilretching out his hand)$ lay the money down here, 
and the flatue is reared (L).” 

Some writers think, that he was naturally covetous; and 
tell us, that he was upbraided with avarice by an old herdf- 
man, who, earneftly intreating the emperor, upon his ac- 
cefiion to the empire, to grant him his liberty without ran- 
fum, and being denied it, cried out fo as to be heard by the 
whole multitude, “ The wolf may change his hair, but not 
his qualities.” Other authors excufe him on account of the 
urgent neceflities of the flate, and the emptinefs of the ex¬ 
chequer, when he firft came to the government; for he then 
publicly declared in the fen^te, that the republic could not 
fubfilt without a fupply of a hundred and forty millions of 
fefterces. This is, by the generality of writers, thought 
the moft probable opinion, becaufe he always employed his 
• 

* Suet, in Vefp. cap. i«. 

(L) One of his favourites 
having one day begged of him 
the fuperintendence of his 
houfhold for one whom he pre¬ 
tended to be his brother, the 
emperor evaded his requeft for 
the prefeni ; and, fending after¬ 
wards for the perfon whom he 
had recommended, he received 
of hint the fum, which was to 
have been paid to the other for 
his inrereft, and bellowed on 
him the employment. When 
the favourite returned to folicit 
in behalf of his pretended bro¬ 
ther, ‘ ■ You mull find out an- 
other brother (aafweied the em¬ 
it) Suet, in Vefp. cap. ii. 


peror); for the perfon, whom 
you recommended, proves in 
the end to be my brother, and 
not your’s.” One day, while 
he was travelling in a litter, the 
muleteer flopped, under pre¬ 
tence ol having his mules lhaed, 
but in reality to give an oppor¬ 
tunity to a perfon of accofling 
the emperor, and craving fome 
favour. Of this Vcfpafian was p 
apprifed ; and therefore,having 
pleafantly a Iked the muleteer 
what he had received for flioe- 
irtg his mules, he obliged him 
to account for half rheitun (i). 
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revenue to great and noble purpofes, and laid it ont with 
uncommon generofity. His public works and edifices were 
very expen five ; his prei'ents and penfions numerous ; bis 
feafts and entertainments frequent and magnificent. He 
fupported a great number of poor fenators; allowed five 
hundred thoufand fefterces a-year to’every decayed confu- 
lar; reftortd to their former luftre a<gteat many towns, that 
had been ruined by fire or earthquakes; and repaired the 
public roads and aquedufts. He was a great encouragemf 
learning, and the firfl who fettled falaries upon the profef- 
fors of rhttoric, to be paid yearly out of the exchequer. 
He invited to Rome, with liberal allowances, not only the 
moft relebrated poets, but foch artificers and workmen ns 
were famous in any part of the world. Of the latter, one 
ikilled in mechanics having offered to convey certain co¬ 
lumns of vaft weight into the capital at a very fmall charge, 
the emperor rewarded him for his invention; but would 
not employ him, faying, we muft not debar the common 
people from earning their livelihood c . Such was in general 
the comlu£t of Vefpafian. We fhall now proceed to the 
moft remarkable a£lions of his teign, digefted according to 
the order of time. 

Though Vefpafian had, during his firft confulfhip, re- 
ftored Rome to her former tranquillity, yet he did not re- 
fign thefafees on the firft of January ; but choofing for his 
colleague M. Cocceius Nerva, afterwards emperor, conti¬ 
nued to difebargethat office till the calends of March, when 
he was fucceeded by his fon Uwnitian, as was Nerva by Q. 
Pedius Callus. This year Titus having, by the taking of 
Jerufalcm, entirely reduced the Jewilh nation, returned to 
Home ; where he was received with all paflible demonltra- 
tions of joy, and honoured with a triumph, which was de¬ 
creed by tbe fenate both to him and his father ; for Vefpa¬ 
fian had begun that war with great fuccefs. They both 
triumphed about the latter end of April, difplaying on that 
occafion all the wealth of the Jewilh nation. To Titus 
was likewife decreed a triumphal arch, deferibing his noble 
exploits ; which continues to this day almolt entire, as a 
lauing monument of his vj£lories over the Jews. The tri¬ 
umph was no fooner over, than Vefpafian commanded the 
temple of Janus to be fitut, a profound peace now reigning 
in every part of the empire. Soon after, he began the tem¬ 
ple of Peace, which being finilhed in four years, the fpoils 
of the temple of Jerufalem were there depofited. Titus, 
before his arrival at Rome, had been honoured by hiB father 


* Suet, in Vtfp. cap. 17, >1. 


with 



fbe Roman Hiftory. jyg 

with the title of emperor, and taken for his colleague in 
the tribunitial power; fo that being, in a manner, his part- 
ner in the empire, he difcharged all the functions of fo- 
vereignty. He even took upon him idle command of the paviir. 
prxtorian guards, by which means that office became, as 
Aurelius Victor obfefves, the molt honourable employment 
in the whole empire. • 

Cefennius Pxtus, whom Vefpafian had appointed gover¬ 
nor of Syria in the room of Mucianus, having written to 
the emperor, that Antiochus, king of Comagene, and his 
foit Epiphanes, had held private conferences with Volo- 
g^fes, king of the Parthians, and were difpofed to revolt 
from the Romans, the emperor, without examining the 
charge, which Jofephus fufpefts to have been quite ground- 
lefs, allowed Pxtus to take what meafures he thought moft 
proper. In confequence of this pemiiflion, Pactus, who 
bore fome private animofny to Antiochus, entered his do¬ 
minions in a hoftilc manner; and being joined by Arifto- 
bulus, king of Chalcis, and LSohemus, king of Emefus, 
feized Samofata, the metropolis of Comagene, defeated 
Epiphanes and Callinicus, the two foils of Antiochus, and 
obliged the kinghimfclf to take (heller in Cilicia, where he 
poflefled fome domains. The young princes found a 
fafe afylum at the court gf Vologcfes, who entertained 
them in a manner fuitable to their rank j but Antiochus 
was, by order of Paetus, feized in Cilicia, and loaded with 
chains, a circumftnnce which VefpaGan no fooner knew, 
than he commanded him tube fet at liberty. His kingdom, Cnmagmt 
however, was rediTced to a Roman province, known by the ndiutdH 
name of Augulteuphratcfiaua, or Euphratefiana, becaufc 
it extended along the Euphrates. Antiochus was allowed ‘ ro ™ nce ' 
to retire to Lacedaimon, whence he removed foon after to 
Rome ; where both he and his two fons, whom Velpafian 
took under his protection, at the recommendation of the 
Parthian king, were fuppnrteri fuitable to their rank at the 
public charge f . 

In tbc Following year, llomilian being conful the fecond Vtfpaji** 
time, with Valerius Miiffidinus, Vefpafian reduced Greece, 
which Nero had declared free, and likewife Lycia, Rhodes, 
Byzantium, Samos, Thrace, and Cilicia, to Romai) pro- • 
vinccs, alleging, that they were no longer capable of liber¬ 
ty, fince they only made ufe of it to undo themfelves by 
their inteftine difl'enfions. This year Vefpafian condemned 
to banifiiment the celebrated Helvidius Prifcus. He was 

f Jofcph. lib, vii. cap. 9. & lib. vi. cap. 19, Suet. lib. viii. cap. 8. 
vbran. Alcaandr. p. $87, 
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a native of Terracina, and the fon of a centurion : but, by 
his fhining talents, foon diftinguilhed himfelf in Rome. 
When he was very voting, he applied himfelf to the lludy 
of philofophy, not/as many did in thofe days, to difguife 
indolence under a pompous name, but in order to engage 
in the public adminiftration with a mind fortified againlt 
all difafters. Before he had rifen higher than the quseftor- 
Ihip, he was chofen by the famous Thrafea Psetus for a 
hulband to-his daughter. From the ebarafter of his wife’s 
father he copied nothing fo ftudioufly, as his undaunted li¬ 
berty in fpeaking his fentiments, never to be fiiaken by fear, 
and ever immoveable in what he judged conducive to the 
public welfare. When Thrafea was condemned, he was 
driven into exile, but recalled by Galba, and honoured by 
Vefpafian, in the firlt year of his reign, with the prsetor- 
ihip. He fpoke with great freedom in the fenate againlt 
the arbitrary proceedings of Galba, Otho, and Vitellius 5 
neither did he fpare Vefpafian, but inveighed againlt him 
with as much bitternefs as his father-in-law had ever fpoke 
againlt Nero. The emperor, however, patiently bore with 
him, till he began openly to folemnize tbe birth-day of 
Brutus and that of Caflius; to encourage the people to fol¬ 
low their example, and attempt the recovery of their an¬ 
cient liberty : then Vefpafian dtufed him to be feized ; but 
foon after difinifled him unhurt, contrary to the advice of 
all his friends. Helvidius, forgetful of the kindnefs the 
emperor had Ihewn him, purfued his foimer courfe j and 
was again accufed, and condenrfhed to banifhment. As he 
could not refrain, even in the place of his exile, from ex¬ 
claiming with great bitternefs againlt the emperor, he was 
at length by the fenate fentenced to death. Vefpafian en¬ 
deavoured to fave him, and fent orders to countermand the 
execution; but they came too late, Mucianus having de¬ 
tained the mefiengers, under various pretences, till the feu- 
tence was put in execution g . 

Vefpafian being conful the fifth time, and Titusthe third, 
nothing memorable happened during their adminiftration, 
except the cenfus, which was performed by them in quality 
of cenfors, the emperor having taken his fon lot his col¬ 
league in that dignity. This is the lall cenfus we find men¬ 
tioned in hiftory h . They both retained the fafees till the 
calends of April of the following year, when Vefpafian re- 
figned them to Domitian, and Titus to Mucianus. At this 
period the emperor confecrated the temple of Peace, and 

g Dio, in Excerpt, Val. p. 705. col. 66. p. 750 Suetoii. cap- 15. 
PiU. lib. vii. ep. 13. a Cenforinuidc die natali. 
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raifed a coloflus of brafs one hundred and ten feet high, 
which had been defigned for Nero ; butinftead of his head, 
that of Titus was placed upon it, or, as others aflert, the 
figure of the Sun ‘. in the two following years, Vcfpafiati 
being conful the feventh and eighth time, and Titus the 
fifth and fixth, nothing happened at Rome, or in any part 
of the empire, which authors have thought worth trans¬ 
mitting to pofterity. 

L. Ceionius Commodus and D. Novius Prifcus being con- 
fulsj the celebrated Cneius Julius Agricola was fent into 
Britain, to govern that province in the room of Julius Fron- 
tinus. As We fhall have frequent occaiion to fpeak of this 
renowned commander, we fhall here briefly recount his 
courfe of life and purfuits, before he diftinguifhed himfelf 
by his memorable exploits in this ifland. He wa? bom in 
the colony of Forojulium, nowFrejus, in Narbonne Gaul; 
and both his grandfathers were procurators to the emperors; 
a dignity.peculiar to the equeftrian order. His father, Julius 
Gnecinus; was a fenator famous for his eloquence and phi- 
lofophy, put to death by Caligula for refuGng to accufe 
Marcus Silanus. His mother, Julia Agricola, a woman re¬ 
markable for her modefty, brought him up in his tender 
years under her eye, and with great care. In liis early youth 
he fhidied philofophy and Isnv in the c^ity of Marfeilles, with 
more affiduity, as he himfelf ufed to declare, than became a 
Roman, and a fenator, till the diferetion of his mother check¬ 
ed his ardour. Reafon and age afterwards qualified his heat; 
fo that he content^! himf^f with a limited meafure of phi¬ 
lofophy. He learned the firft rudiments of war in Britain, 
under Suetonius Paulinus, one of the greateft commanders 
of his age, by whom he was diftinguifhed with particular 
marks of friendflup and efteem. He was not one of thofc 
young men who turn warfare into riot; but itudied to ac¬ 
quaint himfelf with the province, to be known to the army, 
to learn of fuch as had experience, to follow fuch as were 
worthy and brave, to feck for no exploits from oftentation, 
to refufe none through fear. He would not affume the 
title and office of tribufle, till he thought himfelf well qua¬ 
lified for that command: neither did he make ufe of it, as 
many did in thofe days, to indulge his pleafures with J more 
liberty, or to abfent himfelf from duty; but to encourage 
others, by his example, to bear with patience the toils at¬ 
tending the profeffion of arms. As Paulinus was engaged 
in a dangerous war with the Britons, Agricola bad an op- 
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portunity of improving himfelf in the kaowlege of military 
affairs under To great a mailer. 

Hit prtftt- Departing from Britain to Rome, to enter upon the pub- 

lie offices, he was flirt fent into Alia as quxfior, where he hail 
SalviusTitianus for proeonful.but neither the province, in it- 
felf very rich, nor Titianus, though b£nt upon all a£ls of ra¬ 
pine, and ready, upon the fmalleR encouragement, to have 
urchafed a mutual connivance in iniquity, corrupted his pro- 
ity. He was afterwards created tribune of the people; but 
palled the year of his tribunelhip in repofe and ina&ivity, 
well appriled, that, under Nero, floth was the bell fecurity. 
With the like indolence he held the praetorfhip, exhibiting, 
however, as was incumbent upon thepnetors, public fports, 
according to the meafure of his wealth, not favouring of 
prodigality, but dill deferring popular applaufe. Being af¬ 
terwards appointed by Galba to furvey the gifts and obla¬ 
tions belonging to the temples, by a diligent fearch, he pro¬ 
cured full reiiitution of all, except what had been faerile- 
gioufly taken away by Nero. In the year following, his 
mother was killed by the foldiers of Otno, upon her eftatc 
at Intemeliutn, now Ventimiglia ; and the eilate itfqlf plun¬ 
dered, with great part of her treafure, which had proved 
the caufe of the murder. As Agricola haflened from Rome, 
to folemnize her funeral, he received intelligence upon the 
road, that Vefpafian had affumed the title of emperor, and 
inftantly efpoufed his party. Upon his return from Inte- 
melium, he was employed by Mucianus to levy forces; and, 
as he riifcharged that truft with great uprightnefs and fide¬ 
lity, he was preferred to the command* 1 of the twentieth le¬ 
gion, then in Britain, their own commander being found 
void of authority to keep them to their duty. Vettius Bo- 
lanus was at that time governor of Britain; but, as he ruled 
with great gentlcnefs. Agricola had no opportunity of dif- 
tinguifhing himlelf by any military exploits. Bolanus was 
fucceeded by Petilius Cerealis, who attacked the Brigantes, 
the molt powerful people of the whole ifland; and, after 
many encounters, fome of which proved very bloody, held 
moll part of their country by cqnquelt, or continued lu 
ravage it by war. Under him Agricola had opportunities 
• to djfplay his valour and abilities. 

Raiftito Upon his return from Britain, where he had commanded 
iki rani of a legion, he was by Vefpafian raifed to the rank of a patri¬ 
cian, and afterwards appointed governor of Aquitain; which 
trult he difeharged with great juitice and ability. He was 
after three years recalled, and honoured with the conful- 
fliip; which office he enjoyed during the two lail months of 
the preceding year. Before he ended his confullhip, he 
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Cohtrtfted his daughter to Tacitus the biftorian, who Was 
yet very young, and gave her to him in marriage as foon 
as he had refigned the fafces. He was then immediately 
promoted to the government of Britaili, and at the fame 
time honoured with tfce pontifical dignity *. 

VefpaGan being conful the ninth time, and Titus the 
feventh, Julius SabinuS, who, as we have already related, 
had caufed himfelf to be proclaimed Carfar, was at length 
difeovered, feized, and put to death. After his defeat, he 
had fled to his country-dwelling, and fet it on fire, in order 
to raife a report, that he had perilhed : and indeed he was 
thvre believed to have fuffered a voluntary death; but he 
lay concealed with his treafures (for he was immeni'ely rich) 
in a cave, which he had caufed to be dug in a folitary place, 
and which was known only to two of his freedmen, upon 
whofe fidelity he could depend. He might have eafily with¬ 
drawn into Germany; but could not prevail upon himfelf 
to abandon his wife Empona, whom he tenderly loved. 
Sabinus did not for fome time even undeceive his wife ; 
who folemnized his exequies with great pomp, bewailed 
him with many tears, and at laft, no longer able to bear the 
lofs of her huiband, refolved not to outlive him, and began 
to abftain from all food. Alarmed at this refolution, Sa¬ 
binus, by means of Martiatis, one of his freedmen, in¬ 
formed her, that he was ftill alive; and acquainted her with 
the place where he lay concealed, cautioning her at the fame 
time to fupprefsher joy, left the fecret might be thence be¬ 
trayed. Empona, plough ih the utmoft tranfports of joy, 
continued to lament him as dead; but, in the mean time, 
palled great part of the night with him, and fometimes 
whole weeks, pretending bufinefs in the country. She had 
even two children by him, who were born and brought up 
in the cave. She concealed the whole with exemplary fi¬ 
delity, and wonderful addrefs : flic even found means to 
convey him in difguife to Rome, upon what motive we 
know not, and from thence back to his cave. 

After he had pafled nine years in this condition, he was 
at length difeovered by fbme perfons, who narrowly watch¬ 
ed his wife, upon her being frequently abfent, and followed 
her to the cave, without being difeovered. Sabinus* was 
immediately feized, and fent to Rome, loaded with chains, 
together with his wife, who, throwing herfelf at the em¬ 
peror’s feet, and prefehting to him her two children, en¬ 
deavoured with her tears and entreaties to move him to 
compaflion. Vefpafian could not forbear weeping at fo 

* Tacit, Vit. Agric. cap. j. 
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and put to moving an objeft; but neverthelers condemned both ber 
death with and her huiband, and caufed them to be foon after executed. 
his wife. r f he two children were faved, and with great care brought 

up at the public exjfence. 

Carina and Not long after the execution of Satymus, Alienus Csecina, 

eon/p 1 re " 3 wtl0m we have often fpoken in the reign of Vitellius, and 

againj! VeJ- Eprius Marcellus, an abandoned acchfer in the reign ofNe- 
pajian ; ro, entered into a confpiracy againft the emperor, and drew 
into it great numbers of the praetorian guards: but before 
the confpiracy was ripe for execution, one of the confpira- 
* tors betrayed the whole to Titus, and even delivered a copy 
of the fpeech which Cascina was to pronounce to the fol- 
diers after the aflaflination, written with his own hand. 
hut are put 'fhis was fufficicnt evidence; and therefore Titus, the night 
n tat after this difcovery, having invited Ciccina to fupper, caufed 
him, without any farther enquiry or trial, to be murdered 
in the kauqueting-room. Marcellus was tried and con¬ 
demned by the fenate ; but prevented the execution of the 
fentencc, by cutting his throat with a razor *. Before Vef- 
pafian refigned the confulfhip, he was feized with a pain in 
his bowels, which obliged him to repair from Campania, 
where he then was, to Rome; and from thence to Cutylhe, 
his paternal eftate in the neighbourhood of Reate, which 
he vifited every fummer, in drder to drink certain waters, 
in great reputation on account of their extreme coolnefs. 
Here he was feized firft with a fever, and afterwards with 
a dux, occafioned by the immoderate ufe of cold water, 
which brought him fo low, thdt all about him began to de- 
fpair of his recovery. However, he ftill attended bulinefs, 
received ambafladors, and gave audience to his minilters. 
Once, as he found himfelf ready to faint, “ If I am not 
miftaken, (he cried out), I am going to be a god,” ridiculing 
the cullom of the Romans, who placed their emperors, af¬ 
ter death, in the number of their gods, and honoured them 
with divine worfhip. Upon the approach of death, he 
cried out with his ufual bravery and refolution, “ An em¬ 
peror ought to die Handingbut while he endeavoured to 
Yr. of FI. rife, he expired in the arms of hfs attendants. His death 
*4 j8 - happened on the twenty-fourth of June, in the feventy- 
VCfax eighth year of the Chriftian sera, after he had lived fixty- 
1 nine years, feven months, and feven days, and reigned 
The death ten Y earB » E* days excepted, from the time he was pro- 
cfVefpa- claimed emperor in the city of Alexandria. 
fian. His death was univerfally lamented; and his memory 

raffer*' g rate ^ u % pteferved by fuen as were true friends to their 

1 Suet, in Tit. cap. 6. Dio, lib. lxvi,p, 75*. Tacit, Hift. lib. iv. 
cap. 6 . 
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country. In war, he was next to Julius Csefar, and to Ad* 
guftus in peace; and feemcd to have been raifed by Provi¬ 
dence to prefervc the empire frtam utter deilruftion. Great- 
hcfs and majefty, fays Pliny, wrought no alteration in him, 
but that of malting big power of doing good anfwerable to 
his will. He was the fecond Roman emperor, if not the 
firft, who died a natural death; and the firft who was fuc- 
ceeded by his fon. He is faid to have been fo confident, 
that the empire was by the laws of fate ddtined to him, and 
his pofterity, that he affirmed in the fenate, he fhouid, in 
oppofition to all plots and confpiracies, retain the fovcreign- ' 
ty » his death, and be fucceededin it by his two fons. His 
obfcquies were performed With extraordinary pomp by Ti¬ 
tus (N). 

Vefpafian founded various colonies in different parts of Hitnh- 
the empire ; one at Emmaus, about fix ty furlongs from Je- mui - 
rufalem, to which place he gave the name of Nicopolis, or 
the City of Vi&ory; one at Czefarea, which was from him 
called r laviana, with the addition of Prima, as being the firft 
in dignity of all the cities in Palseftine. Develte, or, as 
fomecall it, Deulte, in Thrace, Sinope in Fontus, and Fla- 
viobrigia in Spain, now Bilbao, are by fome writers rec¬ 
koned among the colonies founded by Vefpafian Nea- 
polis in Samaria, called formerly Sicbem, Samofata the ca¬ 
pital of Comagene, Tripolis in Phoenicia, Chalcis and Phi¬ 
ladelphia in Syria, Cyrene in Libya, Critia in Bithynia, and 
Eumenea in Phrygia, bore each the name of Flavians; 
whence fome writera,conclude Roman colonies to have been 
fettled in all thefe cities, either by VefpaGan himfelf, or 
one of his children. 

Vefpafian was fucceeded in the empire by his eldeft fon Titui it- 
Titus, who was born the 30th of December, about the time m- 

IS Vide Spanh. lib. vii- Sc Baud. p. 191. a Vide Baud. p. 

76$, Sc Norris de Epoch. Syro-Macedon. 

(N) The Romans were at this nating the deceafed emperor, 
time'fo prepofteroufly fond of demanded aloud, what the whole 
mimics and farces, that they expence of the ceremony a- 
Wereexhibitedevenatthcfune- mounted to ; and being told, to 
rals of perfons of quality, when one hundred thoufand fefteAes, 
the pantomimes ufed to perfo- 11 Give me the money, (laid he, 

Bate the deceafed, counterfeit ftretching out his band, and 
their fpeech, and imitate their counterfeiting the emperor’s 
actions. At the obfequies of fpeech), and throw my carcafe, 

Vefpafian, a celebrated panto- if you plcafe, into the Tiber 
*»ime, by name Favor, perfo- (1)." 

(■) Sue ton. cap. ij. 
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of the duth of Caligula, that is, in the 40th year of the 
Chriftian sera j fo that he was now thirty-nine years of age, 
He watt brought up with Britaunicus in the court of Hero, 
and is fain to bare Rafted the poifon which was given to the 
young prince at the emperor’s table. We are told than an 
, aftrologer, being consulted by Hardffus, the celebrated 
freed man of Claudius, relating to the lot of Britan me us, 
anfwered, that, , by the laws of fate, the empire was not 
defiined to him hut to Titus, who happened to Hand by him. 
Hit iductb- Titus, from his tender years, followed with much applies- 
tini-fit- tion the ftudy of rhetoric and poetry, and made great pro- 
iefnfiu F*^ 8 * n both. He ferved fir ft in quality of tribune inGer- 
wtttffmtt many, and afterwards in Britain; and in both provinces 
tht empirt. gained no lets reputation by his modeft and engaging be¬ 
haviour than by his courage. Upon bis return from Bri¬ 
tain he pleaded fome caufes of great importance with un¬ 
common applaufe. While he was very young he married 
Arricidia Tcrtulla, _ whofe father was only a Roman knight, 
but had been captain of the praetorian guards. Upon tier 
death he efpoufed Martia Fumilla, defeended of an illultri- 
ous family; but divorced her after he had one daughter by 
her, named Julia Sabina. After his quseftorihlp, which he 
difeharged with great reputation, he was advanced to the 
command of a legion, and attended his father into Judxa 
in quality of his lieutenant. In that war he diltinguifhed' 
himfelf, as appears from Jofephus, in a very eminent man¬ 
ner i reduced, while he ferved under his father, fome 
ftrong places, and gained the reputation both of a brave and 
prudent leader. Being fent by VcfpaCan to congratulate 
Galba upon his accellion to the empire, and to receive his 
diredtions concerning the profecution of the war againft the 
Jews, it was reported by the populace at Rome, that Galba 
had fent for him in order to adopt him. Ground for this 
report was admtniflered, as Tacitus obferves, by the condi¬ 
tion of the emperor, ancient and childlefs, and the great 
chara&er of Titus, who was judged equal to any degree of 
fortune, however elevated. But, having received at Co¬ 
rinth authentic advice of the muider of Galba, he returned 
to his father, to whom he reconciled Mucianus, governor 
of Syria; for, between Vefpaiian and him, as the one ruled 
over Judaea, and the other over Syria, great animofitkf 
reigned, occafioned by their governing two neighbouring 
provinces ". 

* Tacit. Hid. lib. ii. cap. 77. S.uet, in Tit. cap, 1, », j, 5, Phi- 
loftr. inVit, Apoll. Ty. lib. vii.cap. j. Jofeph. Bell. Jud. lib. in 
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He was left by his father in Judaea to profecute the war 
againft the Jew^. Upon their parting, Titus gave a fignal 
inftance of his good-nature and affedtion towards his bro¬ 
ther Domitian : for the emperor being informed that Do- 
mitian had already abandoned himfelf to all manner of de¬ 
bauchery, and afiumed more authority than was fuitable to 
a fon only, was highly'incenfed againft him. Titus, there¬ 
fore, upon the departure of his father for Italy, pleaded 
with great affeftion and earneftnefs in favour of his brother, 
befeeching the emperor to beware of being raibly incenfed 
by intelligence from fuch as brought criminal reprefenta- 
tions. Vefpafian was not fo much reconciled to Domitian, 
as charmed with the tender affedlion of Titus. He defired 
him to reft perfectly eafy, and to ftudy how to aggrandize 
the commonwealth by war, andtheexercife of arms; add¬ 
ing, that it (haaldbe his talk to infure the public peace and 
that of his family r. Of the conduft and military atchieve- 
ments of Titus, during the war which he carried on againft 
the Jews, the reader will find an acconnt in our hiftory of 
that nation. 

After the redu£Hon of Jerufalem, inltead of returning to 
Rome, he went to Alexandria, where he aflifted at the 
confecration of the ox Apis, wearing a diadem i which cir- 
cumftance, together with his deferring from time to time 
his journey into Italy, and his giving a private audience at 
Zeugma to the ambafiadors of the Parthian king, occafioned 
a report, that he defigned to revolt from his father, and 
make himfelf empejor of flie Eaft. This rumour obliged 
him to haften his departure for Rome, where he was re¬ 
ceived with acclamations of joy, and honoured with one of 
the malt magnificent triumphs the city bad ever beheld. 
He was dignified by the fenate with the title of Csefar, and 
by his father taken, in fome degree, for his colleague in the 
empire; fince, with him, he exercifed the cenforfhip, the 
tribunitial power, feven confulihips, and managed all the 
affairs of the empire, writing even letters, and drawing up 
edi&s, in his father's name. 

Tacitus tells us, that he was more ftrick and referved in 
his own reign than in that of his father i and Suetonius 
charges him with pride, cruelty, and even avarice. When 
any one, fayB the latter writer, gave him, by his unguarded 
conduft, the leaft umbrage, be hired people to demand his 
doom in the theatre, and in the camp of the praetorian 
guards, and then condemned him without farther proof or 
trial. In adminiftcring juft ice he was eafily huffed by pre* 

v Tacit. Hilt. lib. iv. cap. ji. 
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fents, fold federal employments of great trad unknown to 
his father, and indulged himfelf in feftivity and pleafures, 
{pending great part of the night in riotous banquets, with 
the moil difiolute oi the Roman youth, with eunuchs, ca¬ 
tamites, and proftitutos. His pafiipn for Berenice, the 
daughter of Agrippa the Great, and fitter of Agrippa II. 
king of Iturea, was highly cenfureif by the Roman people, 
who confidered him as a lecond Nero ; fo that fcarce ever 
any man arrived at the empire with a more fullied reputa¬ 
tion, or more abhorred by the populace i. 

Govims Upon his acceffion to the empire all tlicfe accufatinns 
■with great turned to his praifeand reputation; for no prince ever go- 
moderation . Tcrnec i w ith greater moderation and humanity. Soon after 
bis father's death he dilinifled the bdutiful queen Berenice, 
who had followed him tp Rome with her father Agrippa, 
the laft king of Judaea; and obliged her not only to with¬ 
draw from the city, but from Italy, though he was paf- 
fionately fond of her; and this ftep be took merely out of 
complaifance to the fenate and people, who were difpleaf- 
ed to fee their emperor captivated with the charms of a fo- 
Hir eondvll reign woman r . Though his brother Doraitian pretended 
towards an equal (hare in the government, and railed great dif- 
kis brother, turbancea in the city, by arrogantly maintaining that his 
father had left him partner in*the empire, but that the will 
had been falfified ; yet he could not prevail upon himfelf 
either to punifh or banifti him : on the contrary, he treated 
him as his colleague in the empire, conjuring him often in 
private, with tears in his eyes,'not tq hate a brother who 
h&re him a fincere and tender affeftion, and was willing to 
tllow him a due Ihare in the administration *. Pliny ob- 
ferves, that Julius Baffin dreaded Titus, on account of his 
intimacy with Domitian; but that he received no injury at 
the hands of the former, whereas he was baniihed by the 
latter. The emperors, ever fince the reign of Tiberius, 
had paid no regard to the ordinances of their predeceiTors, 
granting to cities, or particular perfons, privileges, immu¬ 
nities, or exemptions, till fuch grants were confirmed by 
themfelves, after the charters were* firft carefully examined. 
Confirms k But Titus, without fuffering any application to be made to 
all the BimV confirmed them all by one general edifit ; and his ex- 
Kh’trede Staple wa8 f°*l DWe dby moft of his fucceffors. He could 
utters. hot prevail upon himfelf to difmifs any fuitor diffatisfied, 
fcr without fome hopes of fupcefa. Being admonifhed by 
fome of his friends, that he had promifed more than he 

1 Suet. cap. 6, 7. Tacit. Hilt. lib. i», cap. ja. * Suet. cap. 7 » 
• Idem in Dom. cap. a, it 9. 
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could eafily perform, he replied, that no man (hould de¬ 
part diffatisfied from the prefence of a prince. It is well 
known, that, being told one night he had bellowed no fa¬ 
vour that day, he expreffed his diffajisfadion and regret 
with that memorable faying , 11 Myfriends, I have loft a day.” 

He treated the people with extraordinary kindnefs and H'u ctm- 
complaifance. Having defigned to exhibit a {hew of gla- P lai f an 
diators, he fignified by proclamation, that it {hould be ex- 
hibited, not according to his pleafure, but that of the peo¬ 
ple ; and he was fo far from refuting what they defired, 
that he earneftly folicitcd them to declare what they liked 
bed, complying with their tafte, though difagreeing with 
his own. He allowed free accefs, even while he was bath¬ 
ing, and received evMff perfon with great affability and con- 
defcenGon, yet fo asTo maintain the dignity of his rank, 
and the majefty of an emperor. No man’s property he 
ever coveted - f he often refufed the ufual prefents, and fuch 
contributions as were due to him: neverthelefs, of all his 
predeceffors, none was more generous than he, nor ex¬ 
pended larger fums in private bounties, in {hews, and in 
buildings. After he had dedicated the famous amphitheatre^ 
and finilhed with incredible expedition certain baths dole 
to it, he exhibited, at an immenfe charge, a {hew of gla¬ 
diators, a naval battle in the old naumachia, and brought 
into the arena five thoufand wild beads of all kinds. 

When he entered upon the office of chief pontiff, he fo- 
lemnly declared, he took upon him that dignity in order to 
preferve his hands undefil^d, and pure from ffiedding blood: 
and from that tirrfc he never was acceffary to any man’s 
death, though he might have exerted feverity with great 
juftice; but, however provoked, he fpared the criminals, 
declaring, that he had rather die himfelf than put another 
to death. He gave the following inftance of his great cle- Hit ch- 
njency: two patricians having confpired againd him, were menej. 
difeovered, convidled, and fentenced to death, by the fe- 
nate. But the humanfe emperor freely forgave them, ad- 
moniffiing them only in private, that in vain they afpired 
to the empire, which was given by dediny, exhorting them 
to be fatisfied with the rank in which by Providence they 
had been placed, and offering tfiem any thing elfe wjiich it» 
was in his power to grant. At the fame time he difpatched 
a meffenger to the mother of one of the traitors, who was 
then at a great didance, and under deep concern about the 
fate of her fon, to affure her, that he was alive, and out of 
danger. He invited them the fame night to his table, and. 
having next day placed them by him at a {hew of gladiators, 
when the weapons of the combatants were, according 
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to cuftotn, prefentcd to him, hedefired they would examine 
them 1 . The law of majefty he utterly abrogated, and 
would not fuffer any perfon to be profecuted for fpeaking 
difrefpedHully of himfelf, or the emperors his predeceflbrs ; 
faying, “ If they blacken my charaQer undeservedly, they 
ought rather to be pitied than puniflfed; if defervedly, it 
would be a cruel piece of injuftice to punifh them for fpeak¬ 
ing truth. As for my predeceflbrs, if they are truly gods, 
they are in a condition to revenge, when they think fit, the 
injuries done them, and ftand in no need of my ailiftance 
and power u .” The informers were the only perfons againll 
whom he proceeded with unrelenting feventy, caufing them 
to be publicly fcourged, to be expofed to open view, andtotfie 
infults of the populace in the forunu^e amphitheatre, and 
the circus, and then to be either foMfbr Haves, or banifh- 
ed to defert iflands w . He was a prince, according to Sue¬ 
tonius, in whom all virtues centred, without the allay of 
one vice. 

Towards the end of the year 79 of the Chriftian sera, and 
Grit of Titus's reign, Campania was alarmed with a molt 
dreadful eruption of Mount Vefuvius, which laid waile the 
country to a great diftance, and deftroycd a great many 
cities with their inhabitants, among the reft Pompeii and 
Herculaneum. The former had fuJFered much by an earth¬ 
quake in the year 61 of the Chriftian sera, but had been 
rebuilt, and embelliwed with feveral ftately edifices, efpe- 
ci ally a theatre, in which the people were aifembled, and 
intent upon the public (hews, w^en the city was fwallowed 
up by an earthquake, which attended the eruption of the 
flames from the mountain. The cities of Futeoli and Cumse 
were greatly damaged, partly by the earthquake, partly 
by the burning aihes ; which, if the ancients are to be cre¬ 
dited, reached Africa, Egypt, and Syria, and at Rome 
turned day into night, to the great terror of the inhabitants. 
Pliny the elder, who was then at Mifenum, where he com¬ 
manded the fleet, having difeovered this cloud on the firft 
of November, and not knowing whence it iflued, went im¬ 
mediately on board one of the gallips, and failed towards 
Mount VefuviuB. He was foon met by great numbers of 
perfogs, who, in (mail bolts, were flying from the dread¬ 
ful conflagration; but neverthelefs, prompted by his cu- 
riofity, he purfued his courfe, though (tones, afties, and 
earth began already to (hower down upon his veflel. We 
are alfo told that, to his great furprize, he found a new 
cape formed by the earth, and huge (tones thrown put by 

1 Suet- cap. 9. * Dio, lib, Iviii. p. 344. * Suet. cap. 19. 
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the mountain. However, he proceeded with great Intre* 
pidity; and, reaching Stabi*, between Pompeii and Sur, 
rentum. though the inhabitants had all abandoned the place 
pafled the night there, the better to ofcferve the mountain’ 
which feemed all on a blaze. The fame night a dreadful 
earthquake happened at Statute, and fuctj a huge quantity 
of Hones fell, that Plipy refolved to put to fea, but was pre¬ 
vented by contrary winds. At length the fire approaching, 
he attempted to faye bimfclf by flight; but, though fup- 
ported by two of his Haves, he foon fell, fuflbeated, as is tri. * 
fuppofed, by the thicktjefs of the air, and theinfupportable ,/ PUn L 
(tench of fulphur. His body was found three days after, tldtr. 
and interred by bis nephew, Pliny the younger, who was 
then at Mifenum, and narrowly efcaped the fame fate, as 
he himfelf relates in %is Epiftles *. This is the firil erup¬ 
tion of Mount V efuvius we find mentioned in hiftory. 

In the courfe of the fame year Titus affumed the title of Agrinlm't 
emperor with the ufual folemnity, on account of the ad- fiemdeam. 
vantages which the brave Agricola had gained in Britain 
during his fecond campaign in that iiland. Next year Titus, BrilaiM - 
now conful the eighth time, with his brother Domitian, 
the feyenth, gjve many remarkable inftances of his huma¬ 
nity and generofity, in repairing, at his own expence, the 
lofles which the unhappy inhabitants of Campania had fuf- Titus r,- 
fered by the late eruption of Mount Vefuvius. He fent paintht 
into Campania two confulars, with large fums, tp be em- dama S tl 
ployed in rebuilding the cities which had been overturned ; dmt bj 
and applied to the relief of the poor fufferers the goods and ‘mJumVJ- 
eltates of fuch as bad periUied on this occafion, and left no (wviut, 
heirs; nay, he went in perfon into Campania, and, with 
his own hand, diftributed immenfe fums among thofe who 
feemed moft worthy of his compaffion r. While he was in 
Campania a dreadful fire broke out in Rome, which lafted 
three days, and reduced to alhes a great many private and 
public buildings, the library of Auguftus, with all the books 
kidged in it, great part of the Capitol, and the theatre of 
Pompey. Titus was no fooner informed of this calamity, and hy a 
than he haftened to [he city, and publicly declared, that 
the whole lofs Ihould fall upon him ; and that he would Ramt - 
repair the damage fullered by the public. He punftually, 
performed his promife; for though many cities and fo¬ 
reign princes, by whom he was no lefs beloved than by the 
Romans, offered to bear their fliare in the expence, he could 
not by any means be prevailed upon to accept their offers ; 
but chofe rather to fell even the ornaments and furniture of 
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his own palace and country-houfes, in order to raife mo¬ 
ney to defray the immenfe charges hewas at in rebuilding 
the temples, the public ediflces^ find the dwellings Of pri¬ 
vate people. This cpnflagration Was followed by the molt 
dreadful plague that had ever raged in Rome. DioCaffins 
afcribes its rife to the alhes of Moiint Vefttvips, which had 
covered the country all round to a great (Silence 1 . 

Yr. of FI. Titus left no remedy unattempted to abate the malignity 
**n°i ^e diftemper; exerting at the fame time,, all the care 
UC830, and rc ^ ard of a P rince » ail the tcnderneft and compaffioi. 
V ' _ of a father; encouraging the diftrefed multitude with his 
Hi, gBid edifls, and relieving them with lirge and daily bounties *. 
nature dur- Towards the end of this year he finiflied the famous ampin- 
*JS ih ‘ theatre, which is elegantly deferibed by Martial b , who lifee- 

P a & ut ' wife mentions the baths that were finirhed about the fame 

time (R). The emperor Titus, in his eighth confulihip, 
repaired fome ancient aquedufts, and, at a vafl expence, 
paved with large Hones the road from Rome to Ariminum, 
crofs the Apennines, where is ftill to be feen, sot far from 
the prefect city of Foflbmbrone, a huge rock cut through 
on this occafion c . 

The next confuls were Sex. Annius Silfanusand T. An- 
nius Verus Pollio. The latter is by fome writers fuppofed 
to be the grandfather of the emperor M. Aurelius, who 
was, according to Capitolinus, raifed by Vefpafian to the 
rank of a patrician, discharged twice the office pf conful, 
Ve-u> in. and governed Rome with general farisfaflion. This year 
’ferredut- l ^ e fenate > not out flattery, but a fenfe of gratitude, 
m Juuj. conferred new honours upon Titus. What honours thefe 
were, we are not told j but the good emperor lived not to 
enjoy them, being fuddenly fnatchcd away, to the inex- 
prellible grief of the Roman people. Suetonius tells us, 
that he exhibited certain fhewa (during which heffied many 
tears in the prefence of the multitude), and retired, as foon 

1 Dio, lib. Ixvi. p. 754. » Ibid. Sc Suet, cap, S. & Mart. lib. 

de Spefl. Epigr. 1. c Onuph. in F«ft. p. zio. Qoltz. p. 56. 

(R) The amphitheatre, of dedicated, according tocuftom, 
jwhich the (lately remains a-e ' *wi lately edifice, 

ftill tote feen, had been begun, exhibited Wtoft magnificent 
by Vefpafian, and flood, as we (hews, which lafted a hundred 
learn from Dio Caflius, in (be days, and raifed chd (pints bf 
inidft of the city, though ita the people ready to fink under 
ruins lie in the outikirts of mo- the eaUmkiei tbey had fuffeted 
dern Rome. Titus, when he (V); 

(1) Dio, p. 757. Marc. Velfen MtftiufaWJt. AuguA,J>pid. 35. 

as 





































































The Roman Hijlpry. 

a#ihej wtre Oyer, into the country of the Sabines 


sire;: tjbo, 

rrvrastidei "3 1, 


wherehisfather died. Hating)) irith ' 

al^itylfee, hfo patenwl eftate, he 

«ip»k W) the thirteenth of Sqpte_ 

h« age, after %a^!g reigne*^ &». *. 

p®nths,and Twenty days. e«elled/d#Lo^ #»** 

of the ancients,ali hupredecefibre, in ,JiTT 

Sf kn£"f ‘ Snd r WW ft q “ alicd ^ fe»«f b»fu«efibts. ^ 
2 * k *T p ^° re ” f b 5, 1D B wore powerful than others, «M» 
but to do good to all. He was a vtitomc to parade and ta * er ' 
often ration, choofing to live with his ;tict$e rather as a fa- 
ther with bis children, than a prince^TnbjeSi} whence 
he wa ? defervedly ftylcd, “The love Relight of human 

™ ,f' ath r 7 S n ° foon « km**, #h«n a general Is 
fbrrow, an umverfal confternation appeared in Rome, f° l b /«- 

® h !£ h *” a Pl'* U ^ e f ? rE u d a11 over the provinces, to the mmed ‘ 
moft diftant bounds of the empire. Tbe fenators, with- 

Z fU T 0 u ned acc * d i n g ‘° cuftem, haftened to 

1 ha ™& Ca r fed the doors of ‘be chapel, 
hsrc they met, to be ftiut for a time, in order to indulge 

ofXS/^ < f !ncd i^ :m a P in . and, in the prefence 
death ^ t ( .K de ’ bea P edfcorc praifes upon him after hfe 
death, than they had eyer uttered while he lived amoijft r 

It&A- P a A D pr °. 0f of the fineerit f of their efteem^ 
afleflion Domitian caufed him to be ranked amonrSJ 

gods, and was the firft who paid him divine honours f bin 
‘he fame rjme ftudied, both in private and in puhlic. to 
revile h,s memory, and Jeflen the efteem and vener 
which al) orders of men had for fo worthy and deferyii£i 

^nce . Titus left onlyone daughter, named Julia 

ot whotn we {hall have occafion to fpeak in the follt jpg 


I UCCCed ' d ^ hin.broHier Domitian, who; Pmitias, 
wthout the leaft oppofition, was immediately acknovAered actnw - 
JS™* "“‘wtthftanding the'bad opinion which manyfm 
£“ d f nn'L char \ fter - ^ was born, on the twenty- * 

father V °^|? bcr of f th . e f car S» of the Chriftian sera, his 
ather being then conful eleft, and appointed to difeharge 

that office the month following. Heated his youth in 
d Suet, in Domit. 
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great poverty, and is faid to hare been a pathie to Nem, 
who lucceeded hint, for hire, and likewrfe to one Clodins 
Pollio, formerly praetor, who kept a note, under Domitian’s 
own hand, by which fie bound himfelf, for a fum of money, 
to comply, when required, with hh lewd ind unnatural de- 
firei. He did not apply himfelf, frotjt his tender years, to 
the ftudy of biftory, poetry, eloquence, or any other liberal 
ait'.or feience: hence in all his fpeeches and harangues he 

Hii i Am- availed himfelf of the eloquence of others. He took great 

Im. delight in archery, in which he was-fa wonderfully expert, 
“ that he was frequently feen to (hoot a great number of 
arrows between the fingers of one of his domeftics, whom 
he placed at a great diflance with his hand expanded, telling 
before, between which fingers the arrow would pafs, and 
never miffing his aim. He was naturally cruel, fufpicioos, 
and addiCled to revenge; greedy of honours, but impa¬ 
tient of the leaft toil or labour; affeGed the reputation of 
a brave commander, hut carefully avoided expofmg himfelf 
to any danger. Being at Rome when his father aflumed 
the title of emperor, Vitelliiis placed guards about him ; 
but he might neverthelefs have eafily efcaped, feveral mef- 
fengers having, by various difguifes and fhifts, reached 
him from Antonius Primus, and (hewed him from what 
place he might fly, and upon Adtat fecurity depend ; nay, 
even thofe who guarded him, offered themfelves for com¬ 
panions of his flight; but he, apprehending from thence, 
that they defigned to betray him, could not by any means 
be prevailed upon to make his eitape'. ..Upon the burning 
of the Capitol, whither he had retired with his uncle Sabi- 
nus, he concealed himfelf in the room of one of the mini- 
fters of the temple ; and next morning was conveyed, by 
his freedman, beyond the Tiber, in the difguife of one of 
the priefts of Ifis. 

b ftlwtti When Primus had made himfelf mailer of the city, and 

C*j*r. all apprehenfiooB of hoilility had ceafed, he difcovered him¬ 
felf to his father’s generals; and was, by the foldiers 
thronging about him, faluted Csefar; which title was con¬ 
firmed to him the day following by*the fenate. From that 
time, to the arrival of hisdather, he bore the chief autho¬ 
rity ifi Rome} but gave no attention to the cares of govern¬ 
ment, abandoning himfelf to all manner of voluptuoufnefs, 
and making ufe of his power only to indulge his vicious in¬ 
clinations with more liberty. He took Domitia Longina, 
the daughter of the famous Domitius Corbulo, from her 
hufband L'. iElius Lamia, married her, and had a fon by 


* Tacit. Hift, lib, iii, op. jj. 
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Her, who was honoured with the title of Csefar, but died an 
infant, and was, by Domitian, ranked among the gods f . 

In the beginning of his father’s reign, being jealous of He refidva 
the glory which his brother had acquired in the JewHh war, *» * ,a<t *** 
he refolved to go into Gaul, and take upon him the com- ci 
mand of the army which was employed again ft Civilis. *' 

Mucianus did all that'lay in his power to diveit him, as he 
was unexperienced in military affairs, from fuch a tefolu- 
tion : but Domitian continuing obftinately determined upon 
that expedition, Mucianus refolved to attend him, in order 
to check hi) ardour; left, following the impetuolity of his 
age, and inftigated by evil counfellors, he might difconceit 
all meafures, whether for peace or war. After many pro- 
craftinations and delays, they both fet out; but received, be¬ 
fore they reached the Alps, advice of the defeat of the Tre- 
verians. Upon this intelligence, Mucianus declared his 
fentiments freely. He obferved, that Domitian would pro¬ 
ceed with an ill grace, now the war was near concluded, 
and rob another of the whole glory. He added, that, 
were the empire threatened with danger, it would be the 
duty of the emperor’s fon to venture his perfon in battle; 
but to contend with the Caninefates and Batavians, was 
beneath his dignity. “ Let Domitian (continued he), re¬ 
tire to Lyons, and from thence difplay the power and for¬ 
tune of the .empire; neither engaging in fmall hazards, nor 
failing to meet fuch as are greater.” Thus Mucianus pre¬ 
vailed upon him to retire to Lyons. From this city Domi- Htanmpu 
tian was believed to have fried, by ftcret emiffaries, to cor- <» corrupt 
rupt the fidelity of Cerealis j and to have inquired, whether 
he would commit to him the army and empire, if he came 
in perfon. It remained uncertain whether he meditated a 
war againft his father, or intended to arm himfclf againft 
his brother; for Cerealis artfully eluded his fuit, as that 
of one who, with a childifh fondnefs, longed for things to 
which he was not equal. 

Domitian, perceiving that Cerealis defpifed his youth, 
relinquiftied all fundtions of government; and, burying Retires, 
himfelf in folitude, a fife died a zeal for learning, efpecially amJfrigui 
for poetry; in order to conceal his ambition, and other a love for 
paffions, and to efcape the jealoufy of his brother*. While ^dlo/tyt 
he pretended to place his whole delight in ftudy, and a 
fondnefs for folitude, the king of the Parthians having de¬ 
manded fuccours againft the Alani, he earneftly intreated 
his father for the command of thofe troops ; and, when he 
found the emperor averfe to aflift the Parthians, he applied 

* Buet. cap. iii. Spanb. p- 6jo. * Tacit. Hift. lib. iv. cap- )6. 
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to the eaftern princes, (eliciting them with promises and 
prefents to requeft Supplies, and himfelf to lead them. Vef- 
pafian was too well acquainted with his views and temper, 
to truft him with the command of an army. Upon the 
death of his father, he deliberated a lpng time, whether he 
Humid openly revolt, and tempt the fidelity of the prae¬ 
torian guards, by offering them a larger donative than his 
brother had promifed them *, but, his courage failing him, 
he bore no other title, during the reign of Titus, than that 
of CeTar prince of the Roman youth; a title now peculiar 
to the presumptive heir of the empire h . His brother no 
fooner expired, than he repaired to the camp of the prae¬ 
torian guards, and was there, by the foldiery, after having 
promifed them the ufual donative, faluted emperor: at the 
lame time he aflumed, as appears from feveral ancient in¬ 
scriptions, all the other titles annexed to the Sovereignty, 
which other emperors had taken fuccefiively *. 

Domitian, now inverted with the Sovereign power, which 
he had long and impatiently coveted, performed the obfe- 
quies of the deceafed emperor, and pronounced his funeral 
oration, with an affefiled concern, lamenting the lofs of a 
brother fo dear to him, and by whom he was fo tenderly 
beloved : but that his grief was only affefiled, he Soon made , 
appear, by publicly reviling the memory of that excellent ! 
prince, by eenfuring his condudt, and perfecting all thofe 
whom he had dirtinguiihed with particular marks of his fa¬ 
vour ; he openly declared in the Senate, that both his father 
and brother were indebted to hiln for the empire; and that 
they had only reftored what was his own gift: however, in 
the beginning of his reign, he ftudied to gain the affefitions 
of his people, by a conduft worthy of a great prince, dif- ; 
guifing his vices, and affefiling the oppoGte virtues: he 
Ihewed fuch an abhorrence to all manner of cruelty, that 
he once refolved, by an expref6 edifil, to forbid the Sacri¬ 
ficing of oxen, or any living creature: he was fo far from 
betraying any inclination to avarice, that he gave daily in- ; 

fiances of a temper princely and munificent, prefenting his j 

officers and minifters with large Sums, in order to raife 
them above the temptation of accumulating wealth by me- 
rhod? fordid and mean: he could not be prevailed upon to * 
accept fuch inheritances as were left him by perfons who 
bad children and becaufe one Rufcius Scipio, by his will, 
obliged his heir to pay a certain fum to every new fenator, 
be declared the will void, and would not Suffer it to he 
executed to the prejudice of his own children. All debts 

* Suet, cap, a, Onuph, in Fait. p. sie, * Idem. ibid. 
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above five years flooding, which were owing t6 the exche¬ 
quer, he freely remitted;- and, after the divifion of lands 
amongft the veterans, feftorcd the remainder to the ancient 
proprietors, though he might, after the example of other 
emperors, have appropriated it to himfelf: he forbad, on 
pain of banHhftiettt, ay the officers of the treafury to fue 
for debts that were not clear and • undoubted 11 : he con- 
' finned at once alt the grants made by his predeceffors, in- 
ereafed the pay of the foldiers, and finiihed, at an immenfe 
charge, all the public buildings, which had been begun by 

Plutarch affirms that he expended above twelve thoufand 
talents in gilding the Capitol only; and that neverthelefs 
each hall and gallery of his own palace far excelled that 
ftately temple in magnificence *. To the] ancient edifices, 
which he either repaired or built} he added an incredible 
number of new ftru&ures having a great paffion for build- 
ing, and Teeming defirous, as Plutarch exprefles it, to 
change every thing into Hones and gold. He was afiiduous 
and impartial in the adminiftraticm of jufticc; punifhed, 
with the utmoft feverrty, fuch judges as were convicted of 
having received bribes ; and kept the magillrates of the city, 
as well as the governors of the provinces, in fuch awe, that 
they were never known to Ifehave with fo much reftitude 
as in his time. Though after his acceffion to the empire 
he neglected all kinds of literature, and was never known 
to have peruled any book, ^xcept the Memoirs of Tiberius, 
yet he repaired the«libraries which had been burnt in his 
brother’s reign; procuring copies of fuch as had been con¬ 
firmed in the flames, and fcnt perfons to Alexandria, to 
tranfcribe thofe that were lodged in that famous library. 
Authors obfervc, as a thing very remarkable in Domitian, 
that, in the beginning of his reign, he ufed to retire every 
day, for fome time, into his room, where his whole em¬ 
ployment was to catch flies, and pierce them with a fharp 
bodkin ; which cuftom gave occafion to Vibius Frifcus, 
when he was alked, whether any body was with the em¬ 
peror, to anfwer pleafantly, “ Not fo much as a fly”.’’ 

' Domitian, in the firft year of his reign, took upon him 
the cr. /alar dignity; and chofe for his colleague Titus Fla- 
fius SilSjfttis, nis cou fin-german, the fon of Flavius Sa- 
j$nus, governor of Rome, who was murdered in the reign 
•|F Vitelll^i.; •• The -emperor rtfigned'the fafces on the thir¬ 
teenth of'lwttsfyi but to whom, we are no where told j 

Suet. cap. 9.-' . ■. r pigtj Vlfc Public, « Aur. Vi£l. Dio, 

lib. lscyii. p. # 
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and affirmed the title of cenfor j which office he difclurged 
with great reputation, reftraining, by fereral edicts, the li- 
eentioufnefs which generally prevailed amongft all ranks of 
men. He cnadked fevere laws againft the authors of fuch 
writings as reflected on perfons of diftinftion 3 degraded 
the fenator Ctecilius Rubnus, for ng other reafon than be- 
caufe he took great delight in dancing. Such women as 
led fcandalous lives, he deprived of the privilege of being 
carried in litters, and declared them incapable of enjoying 
legacies or inheritances : he ftruck a Roman knight out of 
the lift of judges, for taking his wife again, after he had 
divorced her For adultery: one of his freedmen having 
crefted a monument for bis fon, with the (tones which were 
defigned for the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, he caufed 
it to be demolished, and the bones and allies of the de- 
ceafed to be thrown .into the fea: he would not fuffer the 
comedians to aft on the public ftage; but confined them to 
private houfes and gardens: many perfons of both fexes, 
convicted of adultery, he punifhed with death Thefe 
regulations, and afts of juftice, were received with great 
fatisfaftion; but the death of Flavius Sabinus, which hap¬ 
pened in the end of this, or the beginning of the following 
year, occafioned a univerfal dread in the city 3 for the em¬ 
peror, without any regard to Ms own blood, caufed him to 
be affaflinated, becaufc the public crier had, by miftake, in- 
ftead of conful, proclaimed him emperor in the aifembly of 
the people °. Sabinus had married Julia, the daughter of 
the emperor Titus 3 which marriage proved the fource of 
Domitian’s jealoufy. 

Doraitian, in the fecond year of his reign, undertook an 
expedition againft the Cattans, whom Tacitus deferibes as 
the moft warlike nation in Germany. The emperor at¬ 
tacked them without the lead provocation, and while they 
were unprepared for war, laid wafte part of their country, 
took a fmall number of peafants prifoners, and then, upon 
advice that the enemy were colle&ing their forces, re¬ 
turned to Rome with all the pomp and parade of a con¬ 
queror. The fenate, for this pretended viftory, decreed 
him a triumph; in which were led before his chariot great 
nunfbers of Haves, by him bought, and attired like Ger¬ 
mans. On occafion of this mock-viQory he promifed to 
increafe the pay of the foldiers 3 but not having a fufficient 
fum to difeharge his promife, and at the fame time fupply 
bis other extravagances, he foon after betook bimfelr to 

B Suet, cap. 7, 1 . Plin. Panegyr. Zonal, p. 197. 
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till manner of rapine and violence. From this time Dotni- 
tian conftantly wore in the fenate, and at all public affcm- 
blies, the triumphal robe p . 

In the mean time Agricola, having entirely reduced Bri¬ 
tain, acquainted Domjcian, by letters, with the fuccefa that 
had attended his arms tn that country. Few things of con- 
feqUence had been trahfa&ed in Britain, iince the admi- 
hiftration of Suetonius Faulinus. Petronius Turpilianus, 
who fuccdeded him in that government, did not hazard 
any new entcrprize; and his inactivity was imitated by his 
fucceflor Trebellius Maximus, who being unlkilled in war, 
anj naturally indolent, thought of nothing but the prefer- 
vation of the public tranquility. The only interruption he 
met with, was a mutiny of the twentieth legion, encouraged 
by its leader Rofcius Ccelius, who defpifed the proprietor’s 
pacific dilpofition. Maximus Was obliged to compound 
matters with the mutineers, who allowed him to maintain 
the (hadow of authority till the latter end of Nero’s reign, 
when the auxiliary cohorts and cavalry revolting under the 
aufpices of Ccelius, he quitted Britain, and fled for pro¬ 
tection to VitelliuS, who had aiTumed the purple in Ger¬ 
many. As foort as this new emperor was eftablifhed at 
Rome, he gave the command of the forces in Britain to 
Viftius Bolanus, who governed the province with great le¬ 
nity ; but his fucceflor, Fetilius Cerealis, performed a num¬ 
ber of exploits, as we have feen above: when he was re¬ 
called, the government of Britain devolved to Julius Fron- 
tinus, who acquired equal glory in fubduing the fierce Si- 
lures, rendered almoft invincible by their courage and the 
nature of their Gtuation. It was in the room of this brave 
general, fo famous for his book on ftratagems, that Agricola 
Was fent to command in Britain, where he arrived about 
midfummer. Underftanding that the Ordovices, a people 
of North Wales, had juft furprifed and cut off a body of 
Roman horfe that guarded their frontiers, he forthwith af- 
fembled the forces that were near eft, and marched againit 
the enemy, whom he defeated, and indeed almoft exter¬ 
minated. After this exploit, he fwam his horfe over to the 
ifle of Mona, or Anglefey, the inhabitants of which were 
fo intimidated by this bold meafure, that they immediately 
fubmitted, and fued for peace. 

Agricola fpent the winter in reftifying the diforders that 
had crept into the adminiftration of the province { in re¬ 
forming the foldiery, and improving the difeipline of the 
army. He prevented extortion, appointed magiftrates of 
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approved integrity, and by his mild and equitable govern* 
ment maintained the province in peace and abundancei fo 
that the Britons had caufe to rejoice, when, upon the death 
of VefpaGan, his<-fon Titus confirmed Agricola in his 
command. In the beginning of fummer he took the field 
again, directing his march northward, where he fubdued 
the Otodini of Northumberland, who had not yet fubmitted 
to the Romans; and fecured his conquefts with a chain of 
forts, in which he left garrifons, with directions to fuiiain 
one another in cafe they fliould be attacked in the winter. 
The fevere feafon of the year he employed in civilizing the 
natives, who, charmed by the elegance of his manners, be¬ 
gan to be enamoured of the Roman arts and magnificence, 
which they now imitated with furpriGng emulation. They 
railed {lately temples, porticos, and public edifices; they 
learned and fpoke the Latin language; they put on the Ro¬ 
man toga, and looked upon that as a mark of politenefs, 
which was, in efFedt, the badge of their (lavery. In thefe 
improvements they were encouraged and afliited by Agri¬ 
cola, who, in his intercourfe with their chiefs and princes, 
made them acquainted with the comforts and conveniences 
of life. He had already fecured their eileem and confi¬ 
dence, by infilling their vaflals in the auxiliary cohorts, and 
giving the command of then^ to Britifh officers. He now 
perfuaded them to build houfes more fuitable to the dignity 
of their birth, than thofe contemptible cabins in which they 
refided: he even furniihed them with the mefcns to make 
thefe improvements, and gave their Tons a Roman educa¬ 
tion at his own expence. In his third campaign, he pene¬ 
trated into the country now called Scotland, where at firil 
he met with no reGftance, and built forts fo judicioufly fi- 
tuated, and fo faithfully maintained, that not one of them 
was ever taken, abandoned, or betrayed. The fucceeding 
year he employed in extending his conquefts. He drove 
the enemy to tne weftern extremities of the iiland, and for¬ 
tified the ifthmus between the rivers Forth and Clyde with 
a chain of caftles, by which the natives were excluded from 
.the Roman fettlements, and as it were confined within the 
limits of another iiland. In his fifth campaign, he em¬ 
barked on board of a fleet equipped for conqueft and difeo- 
very, failed along the weftern coaft of Scotland, made de- 
feents in feveral places, and in repeated engagements de¬ 
feated the tribes who ventured to oppofe his progrefB. On 
his return from this expedition, he quartered his troops in 
the part of Britain which lies oppofite to Ireland, with a 
view to invade that iiland, which he hoped to conquer with 
a very moderate force, in confequencc of the information 
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he hid received froth an Irifh chief, who having beefi ex¬ 
pelled from his own country, fled for refuge to Agricola s 
but he was prevented from executing this projeft by the 
envy and jealoufy of Domitian, who had by this time fuc- 
ceeded Titus on (he imperial throne. Mean while, in the 
fixth campaign, he refolved to penetrate to the very northern 
extremity Df the ifland,* having received advice, that the na¬ 
tions on the other fide of the Forth were in commotion. 

The Britons of that country, diftiqguifhed by the name of 
Caledonians, had aflembled a valt multitude in arms, to 
difpute his pafiage : neverthelefs he put his troops in mo¬ 
tion, and ordered his fleet to keep pace with the march of 
his army along the fhore. He had not proceeded far, when otiains • 
he learned from fome prifoners, that the enemy intended viBny 
to make an irruption into the Lowlands, with feveral dif- »w tkt 
tin ft armies, in order to attack the Roman fettlements. In Ca/ t4t- 
confequence of this advice, he divided his forces into three nim, ‘ 
diftinft bodies, that he might not be furrounded by their 
numbers, or circumvented by their fuperior knowlege of 
the country. The Britons no fooner underftood this difpo- 
fition, than they joined their troops again with incredible 
difpatch, furprifed in the night the ninth legion, which lay 
at a difiance from the main body of the army, and break¬ 
ing into tbe camp, made a ^confiderable carnage. Agri¬ 
cola, apprifed of this attack, immediately detached his ca¬ 
valry to fufiain the legion, and amufe the enemy until the 
infantry (hould arrive. When the day broke, the Britons 
perceived the fuccours advancing, and would have gladly 
retired j but, as the^ were now engaged in front ana rear, 
they found themfelves obliged to maintain the battle, which 
wa3 fought for fome time with equal obftinacy on both 
Tides; till at laft the arms and difeipline of the Romans pre- 
vailing, the Caledonians fled for (helter to their mountains, 
woods, and morafles. They were not, however, fo much 
difeouraged by this defeat, but that they refolved to ven¬ 
ture another battle. With this view they reinforced their 
army, and fent their wives and children into places of fe- 
curity; but nothing farther was attempted on either fide 
during the remaining part of the feafon. In the fucceed- 
ing fpring, Agricola ordered his navy to alarm the coaft, 
while he himtelf taking the field again, began his march to 
the Grampian Hills, a high ridge of mountains that di¬ 
vides Scotland nearly into two equal parts. There he found 
the enemy waiting to receive him, under the, command of 
their prince Galgacus, who had taken every precaution in 
his power to render this their laft ftand fuccefsful. Taci¬ 
tus gives us to underftand, that in a pathetic fpeech to his 
* O si people 
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people he reprefented, that, iituatcd as they were at the 
extremity of the ifland, they had no refource but their cou¬ 
rage, and that viftory alone could fave them from eternal 
bondage. Agricok drew up his army in order of battle, fo 
■s that the confederates fhould bear,the firft Ihock of the 
enemy’s attack, and the legions, which were polled in the 
rear, be ready to fupport them, in c&fe they (hould be over¬ 
powered. This difpofition being made, he harangued the 
troops, reminding them, of the glory of the Roman arms, 
representing, that this day would, iii all probability, ter¬ 
minate their labours; and that the enemy, who now offered 
them battle, were no other than the fugitives of thofe.na- 
tions which they had already conquered. Galgacus had 
occupied the declivity of a hill, while his cavalry ikirted the 
plain, with the chariots in the front of the line, his whole 
army amounting to above thirty thoufand men. The Ro¬ 
man general, being greatly inferior in number, extended 
- his firft line to the right and left, that he might not be out¬ 
flanked by fuch a multitude ■, and alighting from his horfe, 
polled himfelf at the head of the legions. The battle be¬ 
gan with fhowers of darts and javelins, which did but little 
execution on either fide: but Agricola,, fenfible how little 
the fmall targets and long pointlefs fwords of the Britons 
would avail in a Clofe engagement againft troops armed in 
the Roman manner, detached four cohorts of Batavians and 
Tungrians to charge them fword in hand. Thefe rufhing for¬ 
wards into clofe fight, with their long bucklers, and Uiort, 
pointed fwords, employed them againft the naked bodies of 
the Caledonians with fuch effefl, that great numbers fell, 
Their tctal and the reft were thrown into confufion, which was encreafed 
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by their chariots, rendered ufelefs on this uneven ground. 
The firft line of the Romans profiting by thiB diforder, ad¬ 
vanced to the attack, and falling among them with great 
impetuofity, a terrible (laughter enfued. Neverthelefs, the 
BritonB, who were drawn up on the brow of the hill, made 
a motion to attack the Romans, by this time difperfed in 
purfuit of thofe they had already routed: but Agricola per¬ 
ceiving their defign, ordered part of his cavalry to advance, 
and keep them in awe, and the reft of his troops in the 
me^o time completed the viftory. The wings now clof- 
ing, flanked the enemy on each fide, and the carnage and 
confuGon were redoubled: They endeavoured to fly; but 
finding themfelves inclofed, threw down their arms, and 
rufhed upon .the fwords of the Romans. The ground was 
ftrewed with the bodies of the dead and dying, and over¬ 
flowed with blood. Yet even in this extremity, the Bri¬ 
tons exhibited repealed proofs of courage and recolleffion. 

As 
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As they were repulfed into the neighbouring woods, they 
rallied in ftnall bodies, and fell upon thofe who were too 
eager in the purfuit. They made Several efforts of this na¬ 
ture, and killed a good number of their enemies; till at 
length Galgacus finding it impoifible to reftore the battle, 
retired with the remains of his army, leaving ten thoufand 
killed or wounded on'the field. Agricola did not think 
proper to purfue a fcattered enemy through mountains, 
fens, and woods, to which he was^ /hanger; but the fum- 
mer being far advanced, he marched back into Angus, in¬ 
habited by the Horefii, who immediately fubmitted, and 
delivered hoftages. Here he diftributed his army into win¬ 
ter quarters, after he had embarked a body of troops on 
board of the fleet, the commander of which had orders to 
furround the whole coaft of Britain. He accordingly (leer¬ 
ed northwards, fubdued the Orkneys, and having made a 
tour of the whole ifland, arrived fafe in the port of Sand¬ 
wich 

The account of thefe fucceffes which Agricola fent to 
Rome, was plain and modefl, without oilentation or pomp. 
The emperor received it with joy in his countenance, but 
with anguifh in his heart; being well apprifed, that his late 
pretended triumph over the Germans was held in public 
derifion; whereas now, a trite and important vidory, gain¬ 
ed by the /laughter of fo many thoufands of the enemy, was 
every-where founded by the voice of fame, and received 
with univerfal applaufe. He could not endure, that the 
name of a private man fhonld he exalted above that of the 
prince : to the emperor alone, he thought, properly apper¬ 
tained the glory and renown of being a great general. Tor¬ 
tured with thefe anxious thoughts, and indulging his hu¬ 
mour of being fhut up in fecret, a certain indication that 
he was meditating fome bloody defign, he at lad judged it 
the beft courfe, upon this occaiion, to fmother his refent- 
ment, till the fame of thefe conquefts, and the affedion of 
the army to Agricola, were in fome degree abated. 

He therefore procured him a decree of the fenate, for the 
triumphal ornaments, and a llatue crowned with laurel; 
heightening thefe honours with ^many exprefiions full of 
eileem and refped : but in the mean time he refolded to 
recall him ; and that this ftep might not be aferibed to jea- 
loufy, or envy, he caufed a report to be fpread abroad, that 
Agricola ihould have the province of Syria, then vacant by 
the death of Atilius Rufus. Agricola leaving the province 
of Britain, fettled in peace and tranquility, to his fucceffor, 
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crofTcd the Channel in his return to Rome. To avoid all 
popular diftin&ion, and cpncourfe, he entered the city by 
night) and repaired, as he was directed, to the palace; 
where the emperor received him with a cold embrace, but 
fpoke not a word: then he mixed ui$liftinguHhed amongil 
the crowd of courtiers. 

Agrlnla From this time he refigned himfeif entirely to inactivity 
Itmdi a re- and repofe. In his drefs he was mod eft; in his converfa- 
ttrtd lift. t| on a gable and free, and never accompanied by more than 
one or at mod two of his friends ; infomuch that many, 
efpecially fuch as judge of great men from their retinue and 
parade, when they beheld and obferved Agricola, conld 
not conceive whence proceeded his extraordinary fame ; 
and indeed few there were, who could account for the mo. 
lives of his conduft. Notwithftanding his retired life, he 
was frequently accufed in his abfence before Domitian, and 
as often in his abfence acquitted. What threatened his 
life was no crime pf his, nor copiplaipt of any perfon for 
injuries received, nor any thing elfe, except the gloriouf 
character of the man, and the perverfe difpofition of the 
emperor, hating all excellence and every virtue. With 
thefe caufes concurred the worft fort of enemies, fuch as 
extolled him, in order to deftroy him. Befides, fuch times 
afterwards enfued, as would not fuffer the name of Agri¬ 
cola to remain unmentioned -, fo that he was in conftant 
danger of being facrificed to the jealoufy of the emperor, 
but nevertheless lived nine years after his laft return from 
Britain * , 

Cariomerus, king of the Cherufcans, a German nation, 
being expelled by the Cattans, becaufe he had fubmitted, 
and delivered hoftages to the Romans, had recourfe to Do¬ 
mitian for affiftance. But the emperor, unwilling to engage 
in a war with that fierce nation, contented himfeif with 
conveying to his friend and ally a fum of money, inftead of 
troops, which, he faid, he could not at that juncture well 
fpare *. About the fame time one Ganda, a German vir¬ 
gin and prophetefs, revered in Germany as a deity, arrived 
at Rome; and, being kindly received by Domitian, afterfome 
private conferences with him, returned to her own country. 

Iif the year following Domitian was conful the eleventh 
time ; and had for his colleague one Fulvius, whom Onu- 
phrius takes to beT. Aurelius Fulvius, or Fulvus, the grand¬ 
father of Titus Antoninus. He was a native of Ntfmes, 
twice conful, and governor of Rome. This year Domitian 
took fbe title of emperor four times; but for what victories 

• Dio, lib. lavii- p- j6o. 
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we do not find recorded. We read indeed in Dio Caflius, 
that the Suevians and Lygians, whom that writer places in 
Moefia, folicited Domitian for fuccours, who fent them 
only an hundred horfemen ; an inftanco of contempt which 
fo provoked the .Suevians, that joining the Iazygians, a peo- 

E le of Sarmatia, they advanced, with a deGgn to pafs the 
lanube, and lay waftd the Roman territories. Dio Caflius 
does not acquaint us with the ifliio of this bold undertake 
ing; but Tacitus, having told us if one place, that the Sar- 
matians and Suevians entered into an alliance againft 
Romeadds in another, that foon after the return of Agri- 
coja from Britain, the Romans loll feveral armies in Mcelia, 
in Dacia, in Germany, and in Pannonia, entirely through 
the bad oonduft of their generals. From different medals it 
appears, that Domitian returned this year to Rome from 
fome expedition, of which not the lead mention is made by 
the hiltorians: perhapB he marched in perfon againft the 
Suevians and IazygianB ; at lead feveral medals were damp¬ 
ed this year, in memory of a fignal victory, real, or pre¬ 
tended, gained over the Germans ". 

The emperor, after his return to Rome, abandoning him- 
felf to all manner of cruelty, caufed the nativity to be cad 
of all the illudrious perfons in the city, and put fuch of 
them to death as the aftrolqgers faid were dedined to the 
empire. Metius Pompofianus, againd whom fome ill-de- 
ligning perfons had, on the fame account, endeavoured in 
vain to ftir up the emperor Vefpalian, was on this occafion 
baniflied Italy, and confined to the ifland of Coriica ; where 
he was foon after. By Donutian’s order, aflaflinated. Nerva, 
who fucceeded him in the empire, would have differed the 
fame fate, had not an adrologer allured the emperor, that 
he had no reafon to be afraid of Nerva, who could not live 
many days. He now encouraged informers, though in the 

t eginning of his reign he had treated them with great fe~ 
erity, and folemnly declared, that he would never attend 
to their accufationa- 

Authors obferve, that in the courfe of this year multi¬ 
tudes of fenators and knights were accufed of treafon; and 
either fentenced to death by the fenate, or ordered by Do¬ 
mitian to difpatch themfelves. Of thefe the moll illjiftri- 
ous was iElius Lfania, whom he caufed to be publicly exe¬ 
cuted only for a jell j for the emperor, who, as we have 
obferved above, had taken away his wife, commending one 

* Tacit. Hilt. lib. i. cap. >. ■ Vide Birag. Numifm. p. 134- 
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da y his voice, Lamia anfwered, “ Y et, alas 11 mttft be filent.*’ 
Civicus Cerealis was murdered during his proconfullhip of 
AGa, on pretence that he deGgfied to raife difturbances in 
the Rate, but in reality becaufe he had accepted the govern¬ 
ment of AGa, which had fallen to hing by lot. Hence Agri- 
cola, when the proconfullhip of AGa or Africa came to him 
by the fame determination, declined the employment, and 
prefented a petition to the emperor, begging to be excufed. 
Domilian not. only granted his requeft, but fuffered him- 
fclftobe, on that account, prefented with formal thanks, 
Neither to Agricola did he give the falary which was ufu- 
ally paid to proconfuls. Salvius Coccianus was executed 
for celebrating the birth-day of the emperor Otho, who 
was his uncle by the father’s Gde; Salluftius Lucullus, who 
had fucceeded Agricola in the government of Britain, was 
condemned for fuffering a new hind of lances to be called 
after his own name; Junius Rufticus died for publilhing a 
writing in commendation of the celebrated Thrafca, and 
Helvidius Frifcus; Matemus, a renowned philofopher, 
fuffered death for having declaimed in public againil tyran¬ 
ny and tyrants. All the profeffors of philofophy, and every 
liberal fcience, fays Tacitus, were expelled, and driven into 
exile j and that nothing which was worthy and honed 
might any where be feen, not only againil perfons, but 
againil books, commending virtue or patriotii'm, a new kind 
of cruelty was exerted; for in the forum, the works of 
men famous for their genius and parts were publicly 
burnt 

Every thing gave the jealous tyrant fear and offence. 
Was a man nobly born, and popular-, he withdrew the af¬ 
fections of the people, rivalled the prince, and threatened 
U civil war. Was he afraid of popularity, and lived re? 
tired 5 he gained fame by fhunning it, was ilill obnoxious, 
and found it prudent to abandon his country. Was he 
virtuous, and his life and morals without blame; he affedled 
to be another Brutus, and, by the purity of his manners. 
Upbraided the vicious behaviour of the emperor. If a man 
feemed dull and inactive, he only put on the difguife of 
flupidity and floth, till bq fhould find room for fome bloody 
purppfe. If he had a different charafker, and was lively 
and adlive; then it was plain he did not fo much as feign a 
defire of private life and recefs, but avowed a bold repub¬ 
lican fpirit. If he was rich, he was too wealthy for a fub- 
jc6t; and great wealth in private hands was dangerous to 

w Suet. cap. ie. Tacit. Vit. Agric, cap, a. 
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princes: if he was poor, he Would be the more enterprising 
and defperate. No man could pplTefs any advantage Or 
quality that rendered him acceptable to his fellow-citizens, 
and a blefling to bis country, to his friends, or to himfelf, 
but he was fure to ropfc the jealouly pnd vengeance of the 
tyrant, and procure a. fhameful death. 

The perfohs of th£ accufers were oonfidered as facred 
and inviolable; the more they were detefted by the public, 
the more they were protected by tl|e emperor; and, in pro¬ 
portion as they deferved death and ignominy, had coun¬ 
tenance and preferment. Their vileft forgeries, convitted 
and acknowleged againft the lives and fortunes of the 
greateft men, drew down no punifliment upon them *. In 
the midft of his cruelties, Domitian abandoned himfelf to 
all manner of debauchery, and was on that account no lefs 
infamous than the moft vicious of his predeceflors. His 
avarice was equal to his lewdnefs and cruelty; not that he 
had any natural turn to that vice, fays Suetonius; but hav¬ 
ing exhaufted his treafuiy by the many buildings he raifed, 
by the magnificent fports and Ihews which he exhibited, by 
increafing the pay of the foldiers, and by other wild and ex¬ 
travagant expeitces, he had recourfe to all forts of rapine 
and extortion, feizing the eftaxes of the moft wealthy citi¬ 
zens ; the leaft action or word againlt the majefty of the 
prince, was ufed as a pretence for ftripping them of what¬ 
ever they poiTelTed. He confifcated inheritances, appro¬ 
priating to himfelf all the efFe£ts of perfons whom he never 
knew, if he could find but one witners to depofe, that he 
had ever heard the deceafed fay, that Csefar was his heir. 
With thefe, and fuch contrivances, he reduced the moft 
opulent individuals to beggary, not only in Rome and Italy, 
but in all the provinces of the Roman empire. His officers 
and procurators exalted the tributes and taxes with the 
greateft rigour and feverity imaginable ; but, above all, he 
opprefied che Jews in a moft cruel manner, not excepting 
even fuch of them as had renounced their religion ; and 
with the like rigidnefs he treated thofe, fays Suetonius 
(meaning the Chriftiatis), who lived in Rome after the 
manner of the Jews, and feemed,to profefs the fame fuper- 
ftition I. • 

The heavy tributes, and the rigour ufed by the officers 
in exalting them, occafloned great diforders, and frequent 
revolts, in the diftant provinces. In Africa, the Nafatno- 
nians, whom moft geographers place in the province of 
Cyrenaica, no longer able to bear the grievous imports with 

x Dio, fib. Ixvfi, p. 759, j Suet. cap. is. 
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which they were loaded, and the infults and extortions of 
the colleaors, defeated Flaccus governor of Numidia, 
ftormed his camp, and put great numbers of hit men to the 
fword: but Flaccus was foon revenged on them; for being 
informed that, elated with their fuccafs, they had abandon¬ 
ed themfelves to jollity and caroufmg, he rallied his men, 
and coming unexpectedly upon therfi, while they were in- 
tmt are toxicated with the wine they had found in the Roman 

“If tT & cut camp, cut them all off tg a man. Domitian, elated with 
the victory gained by his lieutenant over the Nafamonians, 
beaded in the fenate that he had cut off the whole nation ; 
lor to himfelf he aferibed * all the advantages gained by tyis 
officers, though he bore not the lead fhare in them, and to 
others every mifearriage, even if occasioned by a ftriCt ob- 
fervance of his orders. As he hated and fuipeCted every 
man of parts, efpecially fuch ashad acquired military renown, 
the commanders of the armies to recommend themfelves 
to his favour, carefully avoided diftinguiihing themfelves 
by any fignal exploits, chooGng rather to bear the infults 
of the enemy than to expofe themfelves to the dangers arif- 
Dmitian ing from the jealoufy of the prince*. The fame year he firft 
mfiaut the a ffiirned, according to Eufebius, the titles of Lord and God, 
*Lard and not ^ e * n 8 a fhamed, in dictating an order to one of his fe- 
fha, ' 0 f cretaries, to begin it thus : * Qur Lord and our God or, 
Gid. ders and commands, &c.” About the fame time he cnaCt- 
ed a law, obliging all to pay him divine worfliip; and hence¬ 
forward no man dared to addrefs him by any other name 
than that of Lord and of God b ; ( nay, fome writers tell us, 
that by an exprefs law, all other titles, either in fpeaking 
or writing to him, were to be fuppreffed. 
ifr. of FI. In the following year Domitian entered upon his twelfth 
* 3 ® 7 > cunfulfhip, having Servius Cornelius Dolabella for his col- 
j C g* 7 ' ^ ea B ue ' At this period were inftituted the Capitoline fports, 
37 ' fo much fpoken of by the writers of thofe days, according to 
Tht infii- whom they were to be exhibited once in five, but, by our 
util* of way of reckoning, once in four years; for they were cele- 
ht Capita- brated as the Olympic games, at the end of four years com- 
mtfportt. pj etCj an( | ; n the beginning of the fifth. As they were ex¬ 
hibited in honour of Jupiter Capitolinus, the emperor pre- 
• fided ^t them in perfon, attended by the prieft of Jupiter, 
and the college of the Flavian priefts c . To this year Eu¬ 
febius fixes the war with the Dacians, the molt bloody and 
dangerous the Romans fultained during the reign of Domi- 
tian. The Dacians were accounted by the Romans as the 

i Dio, in Excerpt. Yal. p. 709. ■ Plin. lib. viii. Epift. 14. 
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moft warlike nation then known. They were not only men s 
for the moft purt of great ftrength, but of equal-courage, rMMt 
defpiflng death, which they corifidered as the end s? a Datuuu, 
tranfitory, and the beginning of a happy-and eternal life 4 (S). 

At this this time a pjince, named Duras, ruled over the 
Dacians ; but, after having for fome time held the fove- 
reignty, by an inftance of moderation hardly to be matched 
in hiftory, he voluntary refigned it tD otie Decebalus, whom 
he judged better qualified than hiqpfelf for the difcharge of 
fo great a truft ; for Decebalus was a man of great prowefs 
and experience in war, and equally (killed in affairs of 
Hate 

The Dacians, dreading the effcfb of the emperor's ava- 5-^ 
rice, renounced the alliance which they had made with mamt dt- 
his predecefibrs, eroded the Danube, drove away the troops ftattdhf 
ftationed on the banks of that river; and, falling upon Ap- **' Da ~ 
pius, or Oppius Sabinus, governor of MoeGa, defeated and " 
killed him, committing every where moft dreadful devafta- * eralkilttd. 
tions, and feiziog all the forts and caftles raifed in their 
neighbourhood by the Romans. Alarmed by this revolt, 

Domitian, having with all expedition raifed a formidable 
army, marched at the head of it into Illyricum. Upon his 
approach, Decebalus difpatched ambafladors, declaring, 
that he was ready to put an.end to the war, and renew the 
former treaties. But Domitian, inftcad of returning any 
anfwer to the deputies, ordered the flower of his forces to 
advance againft the Dacians, under the conduct of Cof- 

m 

4 Strabo, lib. vii. {£197. Suid. Phot. cap. 166, a Dio in 

(£yce|rpt. Valet, p. 709—761. 

( 5 ) Dio Caffius obfervea, that vania- But the emperor Aure- 
thefe people were by fome Han having afterwards placed 
Greek writers called Getz; them on this fide the Danube 
but by the Romans, Daci, which (with refpefi to Rome), they 
was their proper appellation; for gave (heir name to that part of 
the Getz dwelt beyond Mount Illyricum which they poflefied ; 

Hzmus, near the mouth of the and this is the province which, 

Danube, and the Euxins Sea; in the fourth and fifth centu- 
but the Dacians more to the lies, was known by the name 
Weil, and nearer Germany; of "Dacia. As for the ancient 
that is, according to the opi- Dacia, it was then hdld by 
nion of moft modern geogra- the Goths, whom Jornandes, 
phers, in the countries now throughout his hiftory, con- 
Known by the names of Mol- founds with the Dacians (1). 
tlavia, Walachia, and Tranfyl- 

(1) Vide Lloyd. DiS, Hiftoric. p, 405. Baud. p. 137. Journind. 

Gat. cap. 1,, i], dec. 
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Aelius Fufcus, captain of the praetorian guards. This offi* 
cer was of an illuftrious defcent, and had in his early youth, 
from a paJSon for folitude and repofe, diverted. himfclf of 
the fenatorial dignityUpon the death of Nero he de¬ 
clared forGalba, by whom he was {created procurator of 
Illyricum. Afterwards he embraced jthe party of Vefpafian 
againft Vitellius, and to the dame of war added frelh fuel; 
for be delighted lefs in the rewards of perils than in the pe¬ 
rils tbemfelves. He Was fpcond in the command of the forces 
under the famous Antonius Primus, and honoured by the 
fen ate, after the death of Vitellius, with the ornaments of 
the prsetorfhip. Domitian conferred upon him the conrt- 
mand of the pnetorian guards. But with all his intrepidity 
he was not, if Juvenal is to be credited, fufficiently quali¬ 
fied for the chief command of an army. Hence Decebalus, 
defpifing fuch a general, fent another embafly to Domitian, 
offering to conclude a peace with him, upon condition that 
each Roman fhould pay him yearly two oboli; and threat¬ 
ening, if they rejected his propofal, to purfue the war with 
vigour, and dertroy their territories with fire and fword. 
The Romans were fo provoked with the infolence of this 
propofal, that they demanded immediately to be led againft 
the enemy. Accordingly Fufcus, having caufed his army 
to pafs the Danube on a bridge of boats, entered the Da¬ 
cian territories, where, after feveral Ikirmifhes, Decebalus 
and Fufcus agreed to rifle the whole on the iffue of a ge¬ 
neral engagement. Both armies fought with fuch bravery 
and refolution, that the viftory continued long doubtful: 
in the end the Romans were utterly touted, and Fufcus 
himfelf {lain. The Dacians took one eagle, a great quan¬ 
tity of arms, all the engines of war, and a vaft number of 
Fufcus their captives, who were afterwards found in the enemy’s caltles, 
' and releafed by the emperor Trajan. Had Agricola been 
employed as general againft this nation, according to the 
vows and wifhes of the people, in all probability the war 
would have been profecuted with very different fuccefs; 
but the mean-fouled emperor facrificed even his own in- 
tereft to his envy; and dreaded noting fo much as to fee a 
man of AgricoU’s talents and reputation at the head of an 
army, ®. ' 

The Hews of this defeat alarmed Domitian, who was al¬ 
ready returned to Rome, where he made as dreadful a ha- 
vock of the fenate and people as the Dacians had made of 
the foldiery. He ftrove at firft to fupprefs the difmal tid- 

r Tacit. Hi ft. lib. ii. cap. 86 . s Jornand, de Reb. Goth. cap. 
ij. Orofi lib- vii. cap, 8. Dio, lib. Ixviii. p. jjy 
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Jngs; but finding they were by common fame divulged 
throughout the city, and even magnified, he left Rome ». 
fecund time, pretendjng, that he would head the army m 
perfon. But arriving in Mafia, he remained in a cify of 
that province, and felt forward his generals againft th«i ene¬ 
my. Many bloody battles were fought with various fuc- 
cefs, fortune being lometimes favourable to the Romans, 
fometimes to the Dacians h . Julianus, one of the Roman Tht Da- 
commanders, gained a fignal vi£tofy, by obliging his foldiers cians re- 
to write their names on their bucklers, that he might by ttmi * 
that expedient the more effe&ually encourage at upbraid 
egch particular man. On this occalion Vezinas, who among 
the Dacians, was next in authority to Decebalus, finding 
no other means to make his efcape, concealed himfelf 
amongft the dead, and in the night retired undifeovered. 
Decebalus, apprehending the Romans might, after their 
viftory, befiege his capital, cut down, during the night, a 
great number of trees in a neighbouring wood, covered the 
trunks with armour, and, by that contrivance, prevented 
the Romans, who miftook them for foldiers, from purfuing 
the advantages of their viftory. Decebalus was at length 
reduced to great difficulties, and obliged to fue for peace ; 
which Domitian would not grant him upon any terms what- 
foever: but inftead of purfuing the war with vigour, and 
forcing him to fubmit at diferetion, he turned his arms 
againft the Quadians and Marcomanians, becaufe they had 
not fent him luccours during the war with the Dacians. 

Thefe two nations, thofigh celebrated for their bravery 
and power, unwilling to involve their refpeftive countries 
in an unneceffary war, fent deputies to the emperor, beg¬ 
ging him to forbear hoftilities, which they were not con- 
feious to themfelves of having provoked. Domitian, in- Domitian 
ftead of regarding their entreaties, .caufed their ambaiTa- deflated fy 
dors, in defiance of the right of nations, to be murdered; 
an outrage which fo provoked thofe warlike people, that, 
affembling all their youth, they took the field, engaged 
Domitian, and put him to flight. Then the cowardly prince, Concludes a 
no lefs deje£ted upon’his defeat than elated with bis vie- difbtmur- 
tory, difpatched ambaffadors toJDecebalus, with offers of 
peace upon very advantageous terms; which the Bacian p^^Lr. 
thought it advifeable to accept, fince his army had been 
greatly reduced by the many battles he had fought. How- 
cver, he refufed to go in perfon to Domitian ; but fent his 
brother to treat with the emperor, whom Domitian re¬ 
ceived with particular marks of friendfliip and efteem, de- 

* Tacit. Hift. lib, i. cap. a, 
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literine to him a diadem for Decebalui, and thus acknow* 
icging him for king. Befides the diarlem, he prefented him 
with large fums ; fent to him, at his yequeft, a great num¬ 
ber of artificers and’ workmen of all iprofeffions} and en¬ 
gaged to pay him yearly a certain income, which, to the 
reign of Trajan, was punftually conveyed to him ; but that 
prince would not fubmit to the payment of fo fhameful a 
tribute, faying, that he had never been overcome by Dcce- 
balus *. Domitian, upon the conclufion of fuch an oppro¬ 
brious peace, acquainted the fenatc by letters, that he had 
at length obliged the Dacians to fubmit to the Roman yoke. 
At the fame time he difpatched the ambafladors of Deceha- 
lus to Rome, with a letter written by that prince, or, as 
was molt commonly believed, forged by the enlperor him* 
felf, wherein the Dacian owned himfelf conquered, and no 
longer able to withfland the Roman troops, led on by fo 
brave and valiant a commander as Domitian. 

Upon this occaiion the fenate decreed him a triumph, 
which he enjoyed at his return, and at the fame time one 
over the Dacians, of whom he had, with an annual tribute, 
purchafed a peace; alfo over the Quadians and Marcoma- 
nians, by whom he had been defeated, and driven out of 
the field k ; for his triumphs, fays Pliny ', were ever cer¬ 
tain proofs of fignal advantagesgained by the enemy. How¬ 
ever, the poets who flourifhed under him, extol thefe ima¬ 
ginary vidories, and compare them to thofe gained by the 
Scipios and Caefars. Domitian, before he left Dacia, 
created a ftately monument td the memory of Cornelius 
Fufcus ra . 

In the following year Domitian was conful the thirteenth 
time with L. Satuhiinus; but nothing happened, during 
their adminiftration, which authors have thought worth 
tranfmitting to pofterity : but the next, when Domitian was 
conful the fourteenth time, with L. Minutius Rufus, is re¬ 
markable for difplaying the fecular games, fo called, be- 
caufe they were to be folemnized once in an age. They 
had been celebrated but forty-one years before, by Claudius; 
but Domitian computed the time frdfri their being exhibited 
by Auguftus.' They ended, as appears from feveral medals 
which have reached our age, fome time after the ides of 
September, in the eighth year of Domitian’s reign, while 
Tacitus the hiilorian was pnetor ”. Domitian, purfuing 
the carnage he had begun before he left Rome to wage war 


* Dio, lib. Ixvii. p. 761. & lib. Isviti. p. 771, Mart. lib. v. 
®P'gr. 3. k Dio, p.761. Suet. cap. 6. Eufeb, in Chroil. 

• Plin. Ptneg. p. n. m Mart. lib. vi. Ep. 76, " Ta¬ 
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■with the Dacians, filled the city with funerals, putting all 
thofe to death who, pa account of their birth or virtue, 
gave him the leaft uirprage 

This general flauglter was in all likelihood produced bp 
the revolt of L. Antlnius, governor of Upper Germany, 
where he had two legions under his command. Provoked 
by the tyrannical conduct of the emperor, and depending 
upon the fidelity of his foldiers, whofe affections he had 
gained by his mild and condefcentyng behaviour, he at once 
took upon him the imperial title, and was acknowleged by 
the forces he commanded, as alfo by moft of the German 
nations, who promifed him powerful fuccours, not fo much 
from any efteem or kindnefs they had for him, but through 
hatred toDomitian. The news of this revolt no fooner reach¬ 
ed Rome than Domitian, quitting the city, marched to fup- 
prefs it, leading'with him the praetorian bands, and the flower 
of the troops quartered in Italy, all the fenators, and the 
greater part of the Roman knights, even fuch as had »b- 
tented themfelves from the city, and long led a retired life, 
left they fhould be afterwards accufed of having abandoned 
the emperor in time of danger ; a charge which might have 
coft them their lives. He had not proceeded far on his 
route, when he received certain account of the total over¬ 
throw of Antonius, whofe,army was entirely cut off, and 
himfelf flam, by L. Maximus, according to fome writers, 
or, as others affert, • by Appius Norbanus p , While the 
armies of Antonius and Maximus were engaged on the banks 
of the Rhine, the river fuJdenly fwelled to fuch a height, 
that die Germans,“who came to the affiftance of Antonius, 
could not crofs it; fo that his army was entirely deftroyed. 
Antonius himfelf being killed in the battle, his head was 
cut off, and fent to Rome Maximus on this occaGon 
difplaycd no lefs generality after the viClory than he had 
manifefted courage in gaining it; for, upon the death of 
Antonius, he feized and burned all his papers, that the em¬ 
peror might not ufe them to the prejudice of any man. 

Domitian, however, made diligent fenrch after his ac¬ 
complices, torturing it) a moft cruel manner perfons of all 
ranks and conditions, upon the leaft fufpicion of their hav¬ 
ing been privy to the confpiracy,*or having lived in Friend- 
Slip and intimacy with Antonius. On this occafion great 
numbers of perfons were executed or banifhed, and their 
eftates feized. Of the many who were accufed, two per- 
fons only efcaped unpunifhed, a tribune of fenatorial 
dignity, and a centurion, who faved their lives at the ex- 

* Eufeb. in Cfiron. p Dio, lib, Ixvii. p. 764, 9 Suet. 

**p, 6, Dio, in Excerpt. Val. p. 709. 
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pence of their reputation, by proving, that they had be eft 
pathics, and confequentlr incapable of engaging in any 
hazardous cnterprize, or having any intereft in matters of 
this nature, either with the general,lor the armyAfter 
this revolt, Domitian would not fuCFer two legions to be 
quartered in the fame camp during the winter; but kept 
them all feparate, and at a diftance from each other, left, 
depending upon their ftrength, they ihould form dangerous 
J nuMter- defigns, and raife new, dlfturbances *. In the courfe of 
fiit Hero this year, another counterfeit Nero appeared in Afia $ and 
itAfia. having, with a great multitude of followers, ftruck terror 
into the neighbouring provinces, retired to the court of {he 
Parthian king, who received him with great marks of di- 
ftindtion, fupplied him with a chofen body of troops, and 
feemed inclined to quarrel, on his account, with the Ro¬ 
mans- But in the end he was prevailed upon by Domitian 
to deliver him up to the governor df Syria 
jr tmffmn In the following year, T. Aurelius Fulvius and L. Atra- 
taktM the tinus being confuls, Domitian took the title of emperor 
title of tm- three times ; but for what exploits, we are not acquainted. 
fmr three I'jje next confuls were Domitian the fifteenth time, and M, 
Cocceius Nerva, who was afterwards raifed to the empire •, 
this was the fecond time ; for he had been conful in the 
fecond year of Vefpalian’s reign. Nothing happened dur¬ 
ing this year, either at Rome, or in the provinces, which 
the few biftorians who have written of thefe times, and 
whofe works have reached us, thought worth recording. 
The fucceeding confuls were‘M. Ulpius Trajanus, who 
fucceeded Merva in the empire, and Acilius Glabrio. As 
Glabrio was a man of great ftrength and aftivity, the em¬ 
peror obligeo 1 him to fight in the arena with a lion, whom 
he overcame vmd killed. The people with loud ihouts ap¬ 
plauded hi 3 virftory ; which roufed the jealoufy of the em¬ 
peror to fuch a degree, that he immediately banifhed, and 
jhilius foon after caufed him to be murdered in the place of his 
Glabrio put exile, on pretence that he had attempted to raife difturb- 
to death, ances in the ftatt 1 This year Domitian exhibited a great 
Domitian many (hews, both in the amphitheatre and the circus, 
exhibit j which are celebrated by the writers of thofe times as the 
magnifent moft»coftly and magnificent that Rome had ever beheld. 
fbran. , jjear t j, e 'fiber he caufed a vaft lake to be dug, in which a 
fea-fight was repnsfented, with fuch numbers of fhips as 
amounted to complete fleets. In the combats of gladiators, 
not only men, but women, entered the lifts. In the am- 
. phitheatre two great conflicts were exhibited, one of horfe, 

r Slier, cap. 10. • Di», p, 764. « Tacit. Rift, lib. i. cap. *■ 

‘ ■ Dio, p. 766. Suet. >cap. 10. 
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tile other of foot: with the former, which was quite new, 
the populace were fo charmed, that, forgetting the empe¬ 
ror’s cruelties, they jcltowed upon him higher encomiums 
than they had ever g*en either to Vefpafian or Titus. Dur¬ 
ing the lea-fight, a vilent fliower fell; but neverthelefc the 
emperor continued till the engagement was ended, often 
changing his deaths# and would not fuffer any of the 
fpeftators to retire ; whence, as the rain lalled fome 
hours, many were feized with d/ftempers, and fonle even 
died* (I). 

The next confuls were, Domitian the fixteenth time, 
aild Q^Volufius Saturninus. This year the emperor ob- 
ferving a vaft plenty of wine, arid as great a fedreity of 
corn, concluded frond thence, that the hulbandmen heg- 
lefted the tillage of the earth to attend the cultivation of 
their vines. To prevent therefore this inconvenience for 

* Suet. cap. 4. Dio, lib. lxvii. p. 761, 763. 

(I) Dio Cafflus deferibes an his enemies. After they had 
entertainment, to which the long waited, expecting every 
emperor invited the principal momenta tragical end, the doors 
men among the fenators and were at length all on a fudden 
knights; an entertainment, fay% burft open, when a great num- 
that writer, which, more than her of naked perfons, having 
any thing elfe, difplayed his their bodies dyed black, enter- 
tyrannical temper, and how ed the hall, with drawn fworda 
wantonly he abufed his powej. in one hand, and flaming torches 
At the entrance of the palace, in the other. The guefls, at 
the guefls were received with this dreadful appearance, felt 
great ceremony, and conducted all the agonies of death ; but 
to a fpacioua hall hung round thofe whom they looked upon 
with black, and illuminated as their executioners, having 
with a few melancholy lamps, for fome time danced round 
which were only fuflicient to them, at once fet open flip 
difeover the horror of the place, doors, and acquainted them, 
and the feveral coffins, upon that the emperor gave the com- 
which were written, in capitals, pany leave to withdraw. Thus 
the names of the feveral fenators did Domitian infult thefe two 
and knights invited. Great was illuftrious orders, fltewing, fays 
their fright and confternstion at DioCaffius, how little he feared 
the fight of fo difmal a feene j them, and at the fame timefwith 
for the emperor had often pub- how much reafon they might 
hdy declared, that he could not dread his refentment, fince it 
think himfelf fafe fo long as one was in his power to cue them sll 
fenator was left alive, and that off, without expofing himfelfto 
amongft the knights there were the lcafl danger (1). 
tew whom he did confider as 

(1) Dio, lib. lxvii. p. j 6 g. 
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the future, he publilhed an edi£t, forbidding any more 
vines to be planted in Italy, and (commanding half the 
vines in the provinces to be immediately rooted up. The 
cities of Alia fent a folemn embafiy,H intreating him to fuf. 
pend the execution of the edidt with|xfpe£t to their lands. 
Cnee their chief revenues accrued flfrom wine, and the 
neighbouring provinces abounded with corn. At the head 
of this embafly was Scopelianus, profeffor of eloquence at 
Smyrna, who, infinuatirg himfelf with wonderful addrefs 
into the emperor’s favour, prevailed upon him y , to repeal 
the edidt, and allow all nations fubjedl to Rome full liberty 
of planting and cultivating vines at their pleafure. „ 
For the following year Pompeius Collega and D. Prifcus 
were confuls. Pliny names the former among the confulars, 
who were living in the reign of Trajan*. This year was_re- 
markable for the death of the celebrated Agricola. His end 
proved afflidling to his family, fays Tacitus, forrowful to his 
friends, and matter of grief even to foreigners. The com¬ 
mon people, during his Ccknefs, were not only frequent 
in their vifits to his houfe; but in all public places, in all 
private companies, made him the fubjedt of their converfa- 
tion : nor, when his death was divulged, was there a foul 
found, who did not lament it as a public misfortune. What 
aggravated the general concam was a prevailing rumour, 
that he was difpatched by poifon. That there was any proof 
of this, Tacitus, his fon-in-law, will not take upon him to 
aver: however, he tells us, that, during the whole courfe 
of his illnefs, Domitian caufed“frequeijt vifits to be made 
him, both by his favourite freedmen, and his mod trufly 
phyCcians -, whether from real concern for his health, or 
eagemefs to learn the probability that his death approached, 
our hiltorian will not determine. It is certain that, on 
the day in which he expired, accounts were by meflengers, 
purpofely placed, every inftant tranfmitted to the emperor, 
informing him how fall his end was approaching; and no 
one believed he would have been thus eager, had he been 
to feel any forrow from hearing fuch tidings. However, 
upon the news of his death, he laffedled to fhew in his 
countenance much grief.and concern ; for, being now fe- 
curtfagaind the objeff of his hatred, he could more eafily 
difguife his prefent joy, than lately conceal his fear. It > s 
incredible how great was the fatisfaftion which he exprefl- 
ed when, upon reading the lad will of Agricola, he found 
himfelf left joint-heir with his excellent wife, and tender 
daughter. This difpofition he aferibed to the uninfluenced 
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jUdgrrterit and choice of the deceafed; foblinded he was by 
edrttinual flattery, as lot to know, that to no prince but a 
tyrant, did ever any J>od father bequeath his fortune*. 

Thus died Agricolaf in the fifty-fixth year of his age; and ( 
without entering inti the enthuGaftic encomiums of his 
fon-in-law Tacitus, we may fafely aver, that whether con¬ 
sidered as a military cbmmander, a civil magiftrate, or a 
private citizen, he was an honour to human nature, and 
much too good for the age in which he lived. 

The fame year Bebius Mafia, an infamous accufer, Was 
himfelf accufed of extortion by the Bithynians, whom he 
ha3 plundered and opprefled in a mod tyrannical manner, 
while he governed that province. The fenate appointed 
Pliny the younger, and Herennius Senecio, originally a 
Bithynian, and formerly quaeftor in the fame province, to 
plead the caufe of the Bithynians. This office they per¬ 
formed fo effeftually, that Bebius was condemned try the 
fenate, and the confuls were ordered to feize his eftate and 
effefts. But as they delayed from day to day the execution 
of the judgment, Senecio, fearing the delinquent might in 
the mean time privately convey avyay part of his effefts, re- 
folved to apply for an immediate execution of the fentence, 
and urged Pliny to aft therjin in concert with him. Pliny 
at firfl declined engaging in an affair which he thought fo¬ 
reign to the profelfion of a pleader; but Senecio continuing 
obftinate in his refolution, he at length confented to folicit 
the confuls jointly with him, to feize the effefts of Bebius 
without delay, that?reparation might be made of the Ioffes 
fuftained by the Bithynians. Accordingly they went to¬ 
gether to the confuls, where they found Bebius, who, upon 
hearing their petition, was fo enraged againft Senecio, that 
hefummoned him before the emperor, as guilty of treafon. 
The very name of treafon ftruck the whole affembly with 
terror. But Pliny, without betraying the leaft fear, addreff- 
ing Bebius, told him, he was forry he did not charge him 
with the fame crime, fince, by his not acceding him, as 
well as Senecio, men might believe, that he had not afted 
againft him with equal zeal; and^that he fhould be grieved, 
if he knew, that any one entertained of him fo bad ay opi¬ 
nion. This firmnefs and intrepidity in Pliny wis highly 
applauded ; and Nerva, who was at that time in exile at 
Tarentum, congratulated him by letters upon his fteady 
conduft, Pliny himfelf wrote to Tacitus, acquainting him 
with what had paffed, to infert in his hiftory, which he 
efteemed as a work that would never die; but the letter of 
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l)amitiani PKnyhas outlived that part of Tacitus’s hiflory b . This year 
^omitian undertook an expedition 'rigainfl; the Sarmatians, 
“ S arma- ‘ w **° ^ad cut * n pieces a whole legioif, with the officer who 
tiaiu. commanded them c : but, as to the Sffue of this war, we 
are quite in the dark : all we know i j that, on this occa- 
fion, he quarreled likewife with thefMarcomanians; and, 
on his return, affiimed the title of emperor for the twenty- 
fecond and laft time. He returned to Rome in the month 
of January, and, initead 1 of triumphing, contented himfelf 
with presenting a crown of laurel to Jupiter Capitolinus. 
Statius and Martial make frequent mention of this war, ex¬ 
tolling, with their ufual flattery, the fuppofed exploits, ahd 
pretended victories, of their hero. 

The following year, L. Nonnius Afprcnas and Sextilius 
Lateranus being confuls, Domitian grew quite outrageous 
in cruelty; feemingly bent upon putting in execution the 
delign, which he had long fince formed, of utterly extir¬ 
pating the fenate, and deftroying all who were any way 
Tit cola- confiderable either for their birth or virtue d . Tacitus thus 
"timef "Plenties the miferies of thefe calamitous times: “ The 
iflands were peopled with exiles ; the rocks contaminated 
with murder and blood. But more hideous ftill were the 
ravages of cruelty at Rome. It was treafonable to be no¬ 
ble ; capital to be rich; crimfnal to have borne honours, 
criminal to have declined them ; and the reward of worth 
and virtue was quick and inevitable deftrufiion. Nor were 
the iniquities of the informers o more (hocking than their 
great and diftinguiOhng rewards j for upon fome were be¬ 
llowed, as the fpoils of the ftate, the pontifical dignities, 
and thofe of the confullhip; others were fent with the cha¬ 
racter of procurators into the provinces; fome were made 
prime minifiers and confidants at home; and in every Ra¬ 
tion exerting all their terrors, and purfuing their hatred, 
they controled and confounded all things. Slaves were 
fuborned againft their mailers, freedmen againlt their pa¬ 
trons ; and fuch as had no enemies were betrayed and un¬ 
done by their friends He thought it was happy for Agri¬ 
cola that he lived not to fee “ the court of the fenate bc- 
iieged, nor the fenate inelofed with armed men, nor the 
butchery of fo many perfons of confular dignity, nor the 
flight and exile of fo many women of the prime nobility, 
all effe£ted in one continued havock. Even Nero (fays he) 
with-held his eyes from feenes of cruelty: he indeed or¬ 
dered murders to be perpetrated, but faw them not. The 

■> Piil). lib. vii. epift. 33, 8c lib. iii, epift. 4. c Suet, cap- 6. 
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principal part of our iniferiea under Domitian was to be 
obliged to fee him, in be feen by him, at a time when all 
our fighs and forrowsfwere watched and marked down for 
condemnation; whc^ that cruel countenance of his, al¬ 
ways covered with a settled red, whence he hardened him- 
felf againft fliame ant^blufhing, ferved him to obferve all the 
pale horrors at once poflefling fo many illuilrious men f .” 

The perfons whom he mentions in particular to have Htlvidiu, 
been this year put to death by Bomitian, are Helvidius, *"«'»- 
Rufticus, and Senecio. Helvidius was the fon of the ce- 
lebrated Helvidius Prifcus. He had been raifed to the con- ‘diath! ' 
fullhip, and was, on account of his extraordinary virtue, 
abilities, and accomplifhments, in great credit with per- 
ions of all ranks, though he endeavoured, through fear of 
giving the emperor umbrage, to (hun the applaufes of the 
multitude, and conceal his talents in folitude and retire¬ 
ment. However, he was accufed of treafon; and it was 
pretended, that in a poem compofed bv him, he had, un¬ 
der the borrowed names of Paris and CEnone, rcflefted on 
the emperor for divorcing his wife Oomitia. When the ac¬ 
cufed appeared to plead nis caufe before the fenate, one of 
the judges, named Publicius Certus, formerly praetor, feized 
him, with the affiftauce of fome other fenators, and, with¬ 
out allowing him to (peak hf his own defence, dragged him 
to prifon, where he was foon after executed by the empe¬ 
ror’s order *. As for Certus, he was named for the con- 
fulfhip, which he difeharged four years after, in the fecond 
year of Nerva’s reign, whfn Pliny arraigned him as a cri¬ 
minal before the fenate, in order to clear his friend Helvi¬ 
dius, and make his innocence appear, at leaft after his 
death, fince no one had been allowed to plead in his favour 
while living. The fenate put a Hop to all profecutions of 
this nature, but yet degraded Certus, and deprived him of 
the confular dignity ; whence he died a few days after in 
great agonies and terror, imagining, as he himfelf owned, 
that Pliny purfued him with a drawn fword. Pliny pub- 
lifhed the fpeech which he pronounced againft him in the 
fenate, but it has been long fince loft. Herennius Senecio 
was, as we have related above, accufed of treafon by Be- . 
bius Mafla, whom he had charged with extortion 3 t the 
fuit of the Bithynians. The crime alleged againft him was, 
that he had written the life of Helvidius Prifcus, at the re- 
queft of Fannia his widow, and made ufe of the memoirs 
with which fhe had fumiihed him. Though Senecio had, 

f Tacit. Vit. Agric. csp. 44. ( Suet. cap. is. Plia. lib. ix. 
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with all poffible cars, avoided fudu cxpreffioni at might 
feepj in the lead to refled; on the couperpr, yet, becauft he 
could not help commending a man vham the prince had 
condemned, Domitian caufedhim to jpe fentenced to death, 
and executed without delay. . 

Fannia acknowleged that (he had Jerfuaded Senecio to 
write the life of her hufband, and Applied him with ma- 
TaniAa, terials. For this crime fhe was, by a decree of the fenate, 
the -wife confined to a defert ifland, whither ihe oarried with her, as 
’and"her*' * ier onI y com f° rt » the hiftory of her hufband’s aftions, 
tnother which had been the caufe of her banifhment, though it was 
A’t ia, ba- declared capital to read or keep it. Arria, her mother, the 
r.-Jetd. widow of the famous Psetua Thrafea, was likewife ba¬ 
il i fhe cl ; but they were hoth recalled in the beginning of the 
reign of Nerva h . Domitian did not content bimfelf with 
condemning Senecio for celebrating the praifes of Helvi- 
dius Prifcus', and Arulenus Rufticus, for applauding Psetua 
Thrafea but ordered the inagiftrates to commit their books 
to the flames, imagining that, in the fame fire,'he fhould 
ftifle the voice of the Roman people, with the liberty of? the 
fenate, and all the ideas and memory of mankind. Lucius 
Junius Arulenus Rufticus, jprofeffed the philofophy of the 
Stoics, was tribune of the people when Pxtus Thrafea was 
condemned by the fenate in the reign of Nero, and, as 
fuch, would have interpofed againft it, h?,d not Thrafea 
himfelf reftrained him k . He was praetor iii the fhort reign 
of Vitellius, by whom he was fent to Petilius Cerealis, one 
ofVefpafian’s commanders, to mediate tyi accommodation : 
on which occafion he was wounded by the foldiery, who 
fternly rejetfted all terms of peace; and, notwithftanding 
the facred character of an ambaffador, would have been 
rnaffacred, had jt not been for the protedion of. a guard 
appointed by Cerealis. The crime laid to his charge by 
■ Domitian was his having, in his writings, commended 
Thrafea, and likewife Helvidius Prifcus, as men of honour 
and integrity. He was accufed by Marcus Regulus, who 
even publifhed. a book filled with moft bitter inveQives 
againft him. 

Several il- Junius Mauritius, the brother of Rufticus, who is highly 
commended by Plinywas banifhed; as was likewife Pom- 
bamfled. P on ' a Gratilla, the wife of Rufticus; but they were both 
recalled bv the emperor Nerva. At the fame time was 
executed, by the emperor’s orders, Hermogenes of Tarfus, 
being accufed of fpeaking difrcfpcflfully of the emperor, 

H Plin. lib. vii. epift. 19, Sc lib. ix. epift. 1 j. Dio.lib.lxvii. p. 765. 
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under borrowed named In a hiftory which he compofed : 
all thofe who were coiperned in tranferibing or felling it 
Were condemned to We crucified”. The fame year, and 
chiefly out of hatred tp RufticUB, who profefTed the philo- 
fophy of the Stoics, all philofophers were, by a decree of All pkihft- 
the fenate, driven oullof Rome, and every fcience expelled P h,r ‘ 

Italy a . Epiftetus, the famous Stoic, was, in virtue of this ’** 
decree, obliged to abandon the city. Lucius Telefinus, ’ “ me " 
who had been conful in the reign*of Nero, chofe rather to 
retire from his native country, as a philofopher, than to 
maintain his dignity by renouncing that profeffion Pliny 
bdlows great encomiums upon the philofopher Artemido- 
rus, who, on this occaGon, left Rome. He had contracted 
great debts, but for laudable purpofes, fays Pliny, who 
fupplied him with money to difeharge them, when his other 
friends, though poffeffed of great wealth, abandoned him 
in his di ft refs. The philofopher would afterwards have re- 
imburfed Pliny; but he generoufly prefented him with the 
fum whiclf was owing to him r. Pliny frequently viGted 
him in the place of his retirement j by which means he ex- 
pofed ifimfelf to no fmall danger, his actions and conduct 
being the more narrowly obferved, as he was at that time 
prsetor. 

He was himfelf well apjftifcd, that Domitian fufpefted pu„y 
him, as he had lived in great intimacy with Senecio, Hel- fuiprilrdby 
vidius, and Rufticus. Had not Domitian been fcafonably Domitian. 
cut off, Pliny would have undergone the fame fate which 
moft of his friends had fuffered : for, after the emperor’s 
death, a memorial was found among his papers, prefented 
againft Pliny by the celebrated informer Metius Cams'*. 

Many philofophers, dreading the referrtment of the emperor, 
renounced their profeffion, and increafed the herd of in¬ 
formers. Some, abandoning Italy, fled to the moft weftem 
coafts of Gaul j and others to the deferts of Lybia and Scy¬ 
thia. Dio Chryfoftomus, a celebrated fophift, took fhelter 
in the country of the Get*, where he earned a livelihood 
by tilling the ground, and carrying water, having always 
with him, to alleviate flis diftrefs, a treatife of Plato, and 
an oration of Demofthenes r . hi the height of this perfe- ApolUnitu 
cution, Apollonius Tyaneus came to Rome, if PhikJftratus ~y ancui 
is to be credited; and was received with great marks of ’ 
efteem and veneration by Cafperius Ulianas, commander 
of the praetorian guards. 

«> Suet, cap. 10. " Tacit. Vit. Agric. cap. a. • Philoftr. Vit. 
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He had not been long in the city, before he contracted a 
ftridt friendihip with Nenra, Rufus, end Salvidienus Orfi- 
tus, whom he folicitcd to confpire ag\inft Domitian, and to 
deliver the world from fo bloody a twant. , The author of 
his life tells us, that the plot was actually formed ; but 
that the confpirators delaying the execution of it, the em¬ 
peror, in the mean time, fufpeCtingfheir defign, accufed 
them of treafon before the fenate: the charge was not 
proved but neverthelefsJElufas and Orfitus were confined 
to the iflands, and Nerva to the city of Tarentum. Orfi¬ 
tus was foon after put to death 1 in the place of his exile. 
We find no farther mention made of Rufus by the writers 
of thofe times. If Nerva was banilhed, as Philoiiratus 
writes, he returned home the fame or the following year; 
for he was at Rome, as is plain from Dio Cafiius when 
Domitian was murdered : nay, that writer takes no notice 
of the banilhment of Nerva ; an omiflioq which makes us 
fufpeCt the truth of what Philoiiratus writes, who is often 
guilty of very confiderable miftakes (U). 

In the following year Domitian entered upon his feven- 
teenth and laft confulihip, taking for his colleague Flavius 
' Clemens, of whpm we fhalj hereafter fpeak. At this pe¬ 
riod difeovery was made of a dangerous confpiracy againil 
the emperor; at the head of which was Juvenius Celfus, 
whom fome writers fuppofe to be the celebrated civilian 
Publius Jubenius Celfus, who was pnetor in the reign of 
Trajan, and conful in that of Adrian, and is highly com¬ 
mended by PlinyCelfus, Gliding hipifelf betrayed, obr 
tained a private audience of the emperor; in which, throw¬ 
ing himfelf at his feet,and accofting him as a deity with the 
titles of Lord and God, he proteiled, that, as to himfelf) 
be was quite innocent of the crime laid to his charge ; but 
would, provided he was allowed a ihort refpite, difeover 
all thofe who were concerned in the plot, and produce un¬ 
deniable proofs of their guilt. In.confequence of this offer, 
the emperor difmiffed him untouched; but Celfus deferring, 
under various pretences, from time to time, the promifed 

> Sue(. cap. io. i Dio, lib- lxvii. p. 767, » Piin. lib. vi, 
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(U) Sulpitia, a Roman lady ‘threatens him with death. She 
of great diftindfion, wrote a is highly commended by Mar- 
poem upon the expulfion of the tial for the purity of her man- 
philofophera; wherein ihe in- ners, and trie elegance of her 
veigha with great bittcrnefi compofition (1). 
agaioft Domitian, and even 
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difcovery, efcaped, by the death of Domitian, which hap¬ 
pened the following yir, the danger that threatened him 

This year, the fourteenth of Domitian’s reign, and orth Vr. of FU 
of the Chriftian sera, jfs remarkable for the cruel petfecution >44j. 

railed againft the Cryiltians, of whom infinite numbers A - n «• 
were put to death bofli at Rome and in the provinces, the U ~ C ' 
emperor having difpaVhed letters and edifts into the molt n ,r J 
remote parts of the empire, commanding aU thofe, who g.nn.i 
profelfed that religion, to be treated as declared enemies to ptrjtcatin. 
the ftate * (W). 

Among the many illuftrious perfons who fuffered in fo 
good a caufe, were fome of the emperor’s own relations; 
namely, Flavius Clemens, his couGn-germtn, and col- Thtimk 
league in the confullhip, and the two Flavia: Domitill*, the if Flaw,, 
one the wife, the other the niece, of Flavius Clemens. He 
wasthefon of Flavius Sabinus, the brother of VefpaGan, 

His eldeft fon, named likewife FI. Sabinus, was conful with 
Domitian in the firll year of his reign, and foon afte% by 
the emperor’s order, put to death. FI. Clemens married, 
in compliance with the emperor’s defire, FI. Domitilla, who 
was nearly related to Domitian r. By her Clemens had Sime 
two fons, to whom Domitian, as he had no iflue of his own, T r 

refolved to leave the empire ; and therefore changed their trmuur- 
names, calling one of then»Vefpafian, and the other Do- fin. 
mirian. Quintilian was charged with the care of inftrudt- 
ing and educating the two grandfonB of the emperor’s filler; 
a convincing proof that Flavia Domitilla, the wife of Cle¬ 
mens, was daughter to Ddmitilla, the emperor’s filter; for 
there two youths were, without all doubt, the fons of Cle¬ 
mens by Flavia Domitilla. Clemens was this year conful j 
but had fcarce refigned the fafces, when he was, upon a 
Bight tad groundless fufpicion, cut off by the emperor’s 
order. Dio Callius relates, that he was accufed of impiety 
or atheifm; a crime, fays that writer, for which many 

"Dio, lib. lxvii. p. 765. * Or of. lib vii. cap. ,0. Tertull. 

Apol. cap. 5. Laftan. Perf. cap. 3, Eufeb. Cfaron. cap. 17. 7 Phi- 

loft. Vit. Apol. Ty. lib. vjii. cap. 10. 

(W) This perfecution is (p). That Suetonius meant 
noticed by Suetonius, who tells the Chriftians is evident / for all ’ 
us, that Domitian obliged the Pagan hifbrians, whether 
thofe who lived at Rome after Greek or Latin, conftantly 
the manner of the Jews, to pay lpeak of them as rcfembling the 
the fame taxes as if they were Jews in their manners, though 
really Jews, and treated them not originally of that nation, > 
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others were at that time condemned) 1 who had adopted the 
manners of the Jews*. Thus the ClM-iftians are conflantly 
defcribed by the Pagan writers, as is trident from Origen, 
and other Chriftian writers of the prtnitive times *. The 
crime of impiety or atheifm, was one of the charges com¬ 
monly brought againft the Chriftians^for refufing to pay 
any worfhip to the pretended deities of the Gentiles b . Sue¬ 
tonius, fpeaking of Flavius Clemens, fays, he was no way 
to be feared, being flothfal and inadive j which was an¬ 
other charge, as Tertullian obferves c , brought againft the 
Chriftians, on account of the retired life they led, and their 
defpifing the dignities which were fo ambidoufly coveted 
by others. It is, therefore, in our opinion, pretty plain, 
that the only crime alleged againft Flavius Clemens was his 
profefling the Chriftian religion. 

Flavia Domitiila, wife of Flavius Clemens, was likewife 
arraigned of impiety; andbefides, refufed to comply with 
the orders of the emperor, commanding her to marry an¬ 
other perfon a few days after the death of her hufband d . 
Flavia She was therefore banifhed to the illand of Fandataria, in 
P am 'J'j a the bay of Puteoli, now known by the name of Santa Ma- 
mmiJ to. r ; a< a s to Clemens’s two fons, to whom Domitian defigned 
to bequeath the empire, we find no farther mention made 
of them by the ancient hiftoriafis ; but we fuppofe, that if 
they were not deftroyed by Domitian, the excellent princes 
Nerva and Trajan, who were enemies to all bloodflicd and 
{laughter, fuft'ered them to live unmolefted. 

During this perfccution St. John w-.s confined to the 
ifiand of Patmos, in the Archipelago, where he wrote the 
May Apocalypfe and a great many champions of the Chriftian 
CknJIiatii jneniioned by the ecclefiaftic writers, fuffered, in the 

draii’ar fame caufe, death or banifhmcnt. This year Domitian 
hanijbtd. Caufed Epaphrodius, formerly freedman and fecretary to 
Nero, to be executed, for having aflifted that prince in dif- 
patching himfelf. By this inftance of feverity he hoped to 
deter his own freedmen from any attempts upon his life ; 
and this, as Dio Cailius obferves, was the only motive 
which prompted him to exert fueb rigour againft a perfon 
whom he had admitted to bis confidence, and honoured with 
the fatfte employment which he had enjoyed under Nero 
The next conftils were Caius Fabius Valens and Caius 
Antiftius Vetus, of whom the former was ninety years old 
when be entered upon his confolfliip, and feems to have 


* Dio, fib. Ixvii. p. 760. « Orig. in Celf. fib. i. p. j. * Vid. 

Jolt. Apol. i. p. 56. * Tert. Apol. cap. 4.1, ^Pbiloft. Vit. 

Apol. Ty- lib. viii, cap. 10. ‘ Dio, p. 766. Pllo. Pancgyr. 

Suet, cap, 14. 

died 
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died before it expired f J Many prodigies are faid to have Tit tfrad 
happened this year at Aome and in the provinces. The ofDom- 
city was for eight months almoft daily alarmed with dread- ,la *f rr, ~ 
ful claps of thunder snd flalhes of lightning: the Capitol, 'f* 
the temple of the Flavian family, and the emperor’s own p^Keitt 
chamber, were damaged by thunder; the infeription upon e * * 
one of the emperor’s triumphal llatues was beaten off, and, 
by the violence of the ftorm, carried into a neighbouring 
monument; the tree, which had,been thrown down in 
Vefpafian’s time, and rofe up again, fell down the fecond 
time ; the oracle at Prtenefte, which had always returned 
favourable anfwers, and promifed him good fortune and 
fuccefs at the beginning of each year, prefaged nothing now 
but calamities and daughter; Domitian himfelf dreamed, 
that Minerva, to whom, as his tutelar deity, he paid par¬ 
ticular worihip, and whofe feaft he annually celebrated on 
the Alban Mount, had withdrawn herfelf from the chapel 
which he had confecrated to her ; telliug him, that Jupiter 
had difarmed her, and that (he could protett him no longer. 

Hut nothing terrified him fo much as the anfwer of the 
aftrologer Afcietarion, and the circumilances attending his 
prediction. This man being accufed of having foretold 
the death of the emperor, and not denying the charge, Do¬ 
mitian alked him, whether he knew what would be hjsown 
doom. The aftrologer anfwered, that, in a (hort time, he 
(hould be devoured by dogs. The emperor, to convince 
the world of the fallhood of his art, ordered him to be im¬ 
mediately put to dgath, art! his body to be burnt. The 
firlt part of the fentencc was put in execution ; but before 
the body was half confumed by the flames, it was blown 
down, together with the funeral pile, by a violent ftorm, 
and devoured, purfuant to the prediction, by the dogs 1 . 

Another aftrologer, named Larginus Proculus, foretold 
publicly in Germany, that the eighteenth of September 
would prove the laft day of Domitian’s life. He was im¬ 
mediately apprehended by the governor of the province, and 
fent to the emperor, in whofe prefence he maintained the 
truth of his prediction, hnd was, on that account, condemn¬ 
ed to be executed on the nineteenth of the aforefaid month ; 
but Domitian being murdered the day before, as Prpcnlus 
had foretold, he was not only difmlfied unhurt, but pre- 
fented by Nerva with a large fum, and ever after held in. 
great efteem h . 


f Dio, p. 756. Ooupb. p. jij. Idat. in Fail. Sec. 
h.pio, p- 767, Suet. cap. 16. 


t Soet. cap. 5. 
Domitian, 



iap 

Hr Uvtt 
i* 

nualaga* 
mil mid 

mffrthtn- 

JSitu. 


A ttmjpi- 

racy form 
td againjt 

him . 


The Roman Htftoiy. 

Domitian, terrified with thefe predictions and prodigies, 
and alarmed by his own guilty conference, lived in continual 
difquiet: there was no accident fo trivial, no perfon fo con¬ 
temptible, as not to terrify him, and put him upon fangui- 
nary precautions. Of the eminent nerfons, either of the 
fenatorial or equeftrian order, be was under perpetual ap- 
prehenGons, and making daily vi&fms: their wealth and 
race, their poverty, names, and quality, alarmed him : he 
fufpefted friends and enemies : thofe who advifed him in 
council, thofe who diverted him at his leifure hours, his 
moil intimate friends and confidants, were all martyrs to 
his jealoufy and fury: he dreaded all men, and every thing: 
feveral of his freedmen were put to death. He depofed the 
commander of the pnetorian guards, and difeharged great 
numbers of officers. But the more he made others fuiFer, 
the fader he multiplied his own torments. At length he 
would not permit any criminal, however loaded with irons, 
to plead before him, till he had fird fecured the chains in 
his own hands *. A young child, with whom he ufed to 
divert himfelf, having one day, while the emperor was 
aileep, taken a paper from under his head to play with it, 
the emprefs, happening to meet him, defired to fee it; 
when, to her great fuiprize, fhe found it contained the 
names of feveral illudrious perfons dedined to daughter, 
including her own, with thofe of Norbanus and Petronius 
Secundus, captains of the prztorian guards, and of Parthe- 
nius, the emperor’s chamberlain. 

To thefe Domitia immediately communicated the paper; 
- and they refolved, without farther deliberation, to difpatch 
the tyrant before he had time to put his defign in execu¬ 
tion. Suetonius tells us, that Domitian periffied by a confpi- 
racy of hisfriends and freedmen, with the privity of his wife k . 
The death of Clemens hadened, according to the fame 
writer, his own ruin, either becaufe the cruelty he exercifed 
towards thofe of his own family, occafioned a general 
dread and defpair, or becaufe it provoked Stephanus, who 
was freedman and procurator to Domitilla, the wife of 
Clemens, and befides, was at that time accufed of having 
embezzled part of-her effi^s *. Be that as it may, Ste¬ 
phanus not only joined the confpirators, but, being a man 
of great ftrength, undertook to difpatch the tyrant". Do¬ 
mitian iB faid to have long before had an apprehenfion, not 
only of the year and day, but of the hour and maimer of 
his death, having been forewarned of what in the end be- 

• Dio, p. 766. a Sort. cup. 14. t Pbiloft. Vit. Apol. Ty. 
lib. viiL up, 10. ■ Dio, p. 766, Suet. up. 17. 

fel 
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fcl him, when lie wa^but a child. One night his father 
Vefpaiian, who gave great credit to the predictions of 
altrolngers, and retained one of them, named Seleucus, 
conftantly about him, obferving that Domitian at fupper 
abftained from mufh^ooms, derided him as one ignorant of 
his own fate, lince He Teemed to be under greater appre- 
henfion of poifon tha* of the fword. This remark Domi- Hhjea. 
tian ever after remembered, and was always ftrangely hujj, 
affefted by the bare fight of a drawn fword* or any other 
weapon. From this timidity it was, that, however ambi¬ 
tious, he refufed the new and extraordinary honour that 
vras decreed for him; namely, that as often as he wascon- 
ful, a certain number of Roman knights, chofen by lot, 
fhould walk before him amongft his littors, in their robes, 
with lances in their hands. When the time, which he 
chiefly dreaded and fufpe&ed drew near, his jealoufy in- 
creafed to fuch a degree, that he caufed the gallery, in 
which he ufually walked, co be fet round with a certain 
itone called phengites, by which images were reflected as 
in a mirror, fo that he could difdbver what was done be¬ 
hind him. 

The day before his death he ordered fome choice fruit, Hifimi 
which were prefented to him, to be referved for the next J? * . 
day, adding, “ If it be m/ fortune to ufe themthen, 7^,/^' 
turning to thofe about him, “ To-morrow (faid he) the dfalJi. ' 
moon will appear bloody in Aquarius, and fomething will 
happen, which will be much talked of.” About midnight 
he was fo terrified,ithat he leaped out of bed. However, he 
went next morning to the forum to adminifter juftice, and 
returned to the palace an hour before mid-day, the time 
which he chiefly dreaded. Having aflced what time of the 
day it was, one of the confpirators, on purpofe to deceive 
him, told him it was noon. Overjoyed at this information 
he thought of nothing but abandoning himfelf to mirth and 
pleafure. As he was going to bathe, according to the Ro¬ 
man cuftom, before dinner, Parthenius, his chief cham¬ 
berlain, told him, he had fomething of great importance , 

to impart, and fuch as could not be deferred. The empe¬ 
ror, ordering all his attendants ta withdraw, retired to his 
chamber, where Parthenius introduced Stephanus, with, the 
better to difguife his defign, had appeared for fome days 
with his left arm fufpended in a fling, as if it had received 
fome hurt. He prefented a memorial to Domitian, wherein 
he pretended to difeover a dangerous confpiracy formed by 
his coufin Flavius Clemens, whom he averred to be dill 
alive; and by feveral others, whofe names, were all fet 
down, with the places of their abode. While the emperor 

was 
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:§jt u was reading the memorial with grea'f attention, Stephanos, 
.minded drawing fuddenly a dagger, which he had kept concealed, 
M**"' ftruck it into his belly. The emperor, finding himfelf 
; t* muu > wounded, called to a boy, who happened to be in the 
room, to reach him a dagger, which lay under his pillow, 
and to run for affiftance; but under diis pillow was found 
only the fcabbard, and the doors were locked and firmly 
fecured. Domitian, notwithftanding his wound, ftruggled 
feme time with Stephabus, and even threw him with 
great violence to the ground, driving to wreil the dag¬ 
ger out of his hand, and with his fingers, though cut and 
mangled, to thruft out his eyes. At length Parthenifls, 
who had withdrawn when Stephanus came it), fearing 
fome of the guards might, in the mean time, come to his 
relief, opened the door of the chamber, and rulhing upon 
the emperor with Claudianus, Maximus, Satureius, and a 
mad tilled, celebrated gladiator, difpatched him with feveral wounds. 

Many who were not privy to the confpiracy, alarmed at 
the noife, haliened to the emperor’s apartment, and find¬ 
ing him wallowing in his blood, killed Stephanus. The 
other confpirators made their efcape as foon as the murder 
was perpetrated ". 

Y r /tf Ft Thus died Domitian, notwithftanding all his precautions, 
144s. and his pretended divinity, alter having lived forty-four 
A. D. 96. years, ten months, and twenty-fix days, and reigned fifteen 
U. C. S4S. y eargj an( j fj ve days. At his death the common people 
Ihewed neither grief nor joy; but the foldiers, whofe pay 
grmed by - he had increafed, and with whom he often (hared his ra- 
thetrmfs. pine, bewailed him exceedingly; and would have raifed 
great difturbances, had not their officers, as mod of them 
were concerned in the confpiracy, reitrained their fury. 
The troops quartered in the country of the Getse were ready 
to revolt, when they underftood he had been affaffinated; 
but the philofopher Dio Chryfoflomus, who had retired to 
that province, checked their rage, by a fpeech which he 
made to the mutinous legion upon the guilt of tyrants, and 
. puniihments due to fuch as abufe, their power to the op- 

tf&ejey tf predion of people committed to their care ’. As for the 
itefeaau Senate, they could not flifguife their joy : they aflembfed 
in hafte; and after having, in the moil opprobrious manner 
imaginable, reviled his memory, they commanded all his 
images to be tom in pieces. An infinite number of fiatues 
of gold and filver, erefted to him in the different quarters 
of the city, were, by their orders, broken and melted 

■ S«et. cap; 17. Dio, p. 67S. Phikft. in Vic Apol. Ty. p. 485. 
* Stick cap. a*. Philoft. ibid. p. 491. 


down; 



The Roman Hiftory. 


**3 


down; his triumphal^ arches were overturned, and his Hu Mm 
name declared infamous: they even enafted a decree, com* brtin, mt 
mantling all infcriptions, in which he was mentioned, to aa ‘** m 
be obliterated, his name to be ft ruck out of the confu- BuUt & 
lar tables, and his body to be thrown into the Tiber v. 

Several ancient infcribtions are Hill to be feen, in which the 
name of Domitian isqrafed ’. All his a£U were annulled, 
and thofe whom he had baniihed recalled. A woman, 
named Phyllis, who had been charged with the care of his 
education, while he was an infant, caufed his body to be 
privately conveyed upon a bier, like a perfon of the meaneft 
condition, to a couiitry-houfe fhe had at a fmall diftance 
from the city; where Ihe burnt it, and, carrying the afhes, 
without being obferved, to the temple which ihe had built 
for the Flavian family, mixed them with thofe of Julia the 
daughter of Titus, whom ihe had likewife brought up. 

Domitian was the laft emperor of the Flavian family, and 
likewife the laft of thofe princes who are commonly ftyled 
the Twelve Csefars. 

As the celebrated philofopher Apollonius Tyaneus a tied Acctm^tf 
a chief part in the late revolutions of the Roman empire, Aj> ol ^ n “ u 
and made at this time a great figure in the world, a fuccinft ^ anni '' 
account of his life and adlions cannot be looked upon as 
foreign to the prefent fubjeft, nor be ill received by our 
readers. Of the other writers, who flouriihed under Do¬ 
mitian, we ftiall fpeak in our notes (W). Apollonius was 

born 


p Suet. ibid. Dio- lib. lxvlii. p. 769. Macrob. Saturn, lib. v, 
cap. aii. Laft. Perfec. cap. 3. s Goltz. p. 134, 


(W) Thefe were Quintilian, 
Valerius Flaccus, Martial, Sta¬ 
tius, Juvenal, and Silius. Mar¬ 
cus Fabius Quintilianus was, 
according to St. Jerom and 
Aufonius, a native of Ca- 
lagorina, now Calahorra, in 
Old Caftile: he ftudied rhe¬ 
toric under Domitius Afer : 
He pleaded feveral caufes at 
Rome before queen Berenice (1), 
and confequently under Vefpa- 
fian; for in his time Berenice 
came to Rome, and was by 
Titus fent back to her own 
oountry, in the very beginning 
of his reign. Vefpalian having 


fettled a falary upon the profef- 
fors of eloquence, to be paid 
yearly out of the treafury, Quin¬ 
tilian was the firft who opened a 
free fchool at Rome. He dif- 
charged that important office 
with great reputation, and to 
the fatisfaftion of all, for the 
fpace of twenty years; during 
wjiich time he acquired great 
wealth. He then refigped his 
charge, and wrote a book on 
the caufes of the decay of elo¬ 
quence (2). When he had fi- 
nilhed this treatife, he was pre¬ 
vailed upon by his friends to 
undertake a more laborious 


(1) Quint, lib, is. cap. 1. (1) Quint. Prtefat, Sc lib. vL p.177. 

work) 
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trim three or four years before foe Lemmon Chnftiaii sera j 
for he is faid to have lived an hundred years, and died foon 


work j his twelve books of 
rhetoric, which will be ever 
admireCrfryall perfons of tafte 
and judgment. While he was 
employed in compofing this 
Work, Domitian charged Jiim 
with the education of his fitter's 
grandfons, as we have related 
in the text (3). He was after¬ 
wards honoured with the con- 
fular ornaments, at the recom¬ 
mendation of Flavius Clemens, 
then in great favour with the 

S ror. Sidonius Apolinaris 
vs high encomiums upon 
Quintilian, and equals him to 
the molt elegant writers of anti¬ 
quity (4). 

C. Valerius Flaccus Setinus 
Balbus was a native of Padua, 
as is evident from Martial (£), 
Rod not of Seri# in Campania, 
as fome have conje&iir-. from 
the name of Serious. He wrote 
an epfc poem on the voyage of 
the Argonauts, divided into 
eight homes, which he began in 
the reign of Vefpafian, to whom 
it is idferibed, and, continued 
under Domitian * ‘for he was, 
according to Voffius, prevented 
by death, from putting the laft 
hand to it (6). 

The poet M. Valerius Mar- 
tialis, lo famous for his epi¬ 
grams, was a native of Bilbi- 
«« (7). which ftoofcu a fmall 
diftance from the prelent city 
of Calttaiud, ia the kingdomof 
AVragob (#). He Was bora ia 
- foe reign of Claudius, came to 


, after 

Rome iu- that of Nero, being 
then twenty years old, and lived 
there thirty years (9), favoured 
by tha emperors, efpecially by 
Domitian, whom, on all occa- 
fions, he flatters in a molt ab- 
je£t manner. Upon that prince’s 
death he left the city, and retir¬ 
ed to his own country ; where, 
after three years. Which he 
patted without writing, he was 
prevailed upon by Terentius 
Prifcus to compofe his twelfth 
book, io which he fpeaks of the 
emperorsNerva ana Trajan (1). 
Pliny, in whofe commendation 
he had written an epigram, had 
a particular kindnefs and etteera 
for him ; whence he prefen ted 
him, upon his departure from 
Rome, with a fum of money to 
defray the expences of his jour¬ 
ney (2). As to his writings, the 
emperor Lucius Verus ufed'to 
call him his Virgil (3) ; but 
fejv, either before or fince that 
prince's time, feem to have en¬ 
tertained fuch a high opinion 
of his compofiriotis. Scaliger 
approves of what he himlelf 
wrote of his epigrams. Mott 
critics have Found fault with 
his thoughts, his' ttyle, and, a- 
bove all, with his puns, which 
are often very low, and with 
hit -pretended wittfeifins (4). 
Befidep, fome of his epigrams 
are, for their lewdnefs, infam¬ 
ous, perhaps beyond any thing 
Written in the Latin tongue. 

Statius fiourifhed at the fame' 


. (f) Ogint. lib. iv. Prafat. ( 4 > Sid, Apollin. lib. v. epift. io. 
■hh- n. car. vtr. 190. & fib,- ut. ver. Jll. (j) Mart. lib. i. 

•PJP 1 ®*> 17 ' Mi VolT. Poet. Lst. p. 46. (7) Mart. lib. sii- 

mrigr. si. ( 1 } Biudr.Jc Bail. Poet. p. 41s. (9) VoflV Poet- 

*■»*> p«4*> (1) Mart*. lib. xii. Praf. epigr. il, 4, 6, B. i lib. x. 

•P***- «. {*) Plin- lib. iii. epift. si. (3) Lamprjd. Vft. 

Ver. p. 15. (4) Vide Bail. Poet. p. 41s. 
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after tl»e acctiffion of llierva to the empire, which happened 
in the ninety-fixth year of the,Cbriftian sera. The fumame 

of 

time j but is never mentioned under Nerva and Trajan. He 
by Martial, which fome aferibe was bom at Aquinum, whence 
to jeaiouly, Statius bein ^highly he came to Rome when he was 
efteemed by Domitian, on ac- very young, and gained great 
count of his making, with ex. credit by his Satires, which were 
traordinary eafe, extemporary read" by many Romans, t^ho pe- 
verfes upon any fubjeft what- rufed no other book (7). A 
ever. He wrote two epic player, in great favour at court, 
poems; namely, the Thebais, offended at foroe verfes of his 
comprifed in twelve books, and feventh fatire, had intereft 
the Achilleis, which confifts on- enough with the emperor to get 
ly of two, the poet being pre- him removed from Rome, and 
vented by death from accom- fent into Egypt, to command a 
plifhing that work ( ?). They legion quartered in the utinofr 
are both inferibed to Domitian. bounds of that province; where 
Betides thefe poems, he wrote he died foon after of grief, be- 
feveral other pieces, upon va- ing fourfeore when Tie was ob- 
rious occafions, which have liged to undertake that journey, 
likewife reached us, under the ? Caius Silius Italicus wrote a 
title of Sylvse, and are compre- poem, highly commended by 
bended in five books. His coin- Martial (8), on the fecond Pu- 
pofitions were much efteemedP uic war. Before he applied 
at Rome in his own time, and himfelf to the fiudy of poetry, 
are frill admired by the young he had pleaded many years at . 
poets; nay, Julius Scaliger is thebar, and had even been con- 
of opinion, that of all the a if- ful; which office he difcfaarged 
cient poets, he comes nearefr the year that Nero was killed, 
to the inimitable Virgil. But He is not, by our modern cri- 
better judges look upon Statius tics, much efteemed as a poet; 
rather as a bad hiftorian than a but greatly commended for the 
good poet, and defpife his bom- purity of his fryle, wherein he 
Dafr frjde,wj(Lnuaintexprefiknis. is thought to excel all the. wri- 
His Sylvs, which were for the ters of his time (9), 
moft part compofed extempora- Several other poets are men- 
neoufly, and without premedi- tioned by Martial, as flourHh- 
tation, are by the critics more, ing at this time; namely, Cur- 
efreeme'd than Ms epic pdems, tius Montanus, Turnus, and 
. there being in them fome very Scajva Memor, who were bro- 
good thoughts, Mixed with fuch friers; Aruntius Stella, Qodrus 
as are quite trivial and low (6). or Cordus, Paccius, Faufrus, 
Deoius Junius Juvenalis was Rubrenus, Lappa, MUtTnicui, 
contemporary with Statius and Ldgurinus, Theodoras, Canius, 
Martial, and continued to write Licinianus, Voconius Viftor, 

(5) Bail. Poet, p, 4.1 J. (6) Ibid. p. 416. (7) Arnmian. 

lib- xxviii. p. 374. (S) Mart lib. iv. epig. 14. (9) Vide 

Bail. Poet. p. 391. 
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of Tyaneus he borrowed from the ^itv of Tyant in Cappa¬ 
docia, the place of his nativity. His birth was foretold, 
andmccompanied, if the author of his life is to be credit¬ 
ed by many prodigies. When he W3S but fourteen years 
old, he applied himfelf to the ftudy of the Pythagoric phi¬ 
losophy, firft at Tarfus, the capital of Cilicia, and after¬ 
wards at JE gse, another city of th^fame province, under 
the direftion of one Euxenes. He retired at the age of 
lixteen to a houfe in the country, where he led a life of 
great aufterity, abftaining, purfuant to the maxims of his 
fe£t, from all manner of ileih, Suffering his hair to grow, 
going barefoot, and clad only in linen, that he might ufe 
nothing proceeding from any living creature. From his 
country refidence, he removed, after fome time, to the 
temple of JEfculapius in the city of JEgx, where he foon 
became known, great numbers of votaries flocking daily to 
the temple of that pretended deity, for the preservation or 
recovery of their health. There Apollonius commenced 
■cenfor and reformer of manners, having already, it feems, 
an extraordinary opinion of his own virtue *. 

His father dying, he took pofleilion of his inheri¬ 
tance ; but referred only a Small Share of it for himfelf, 
the greateft part of it he yielded to his brother, who led 
a vicious and difiolute life, /rom which he was by this 
generality retrieved; the reft, except a very fmall portion, 
he divided amongft his neceflitous relations. Being thus 
difengaged from every thing that could divert him from 
the ftudy of philofophy, and* the praftice of virtue, he 
paffed five years in filence, agreeably to the cultom of 
the Pythagoreans. During that time, he appeafed Several 
tumults and Seditions in Cilicia and Pamphylia, efpecially 
at Afpenda, one of the chief cities in the latter province, 
where the populace were ready to burn the chief magiftrate 
alive, for not obliging fome of the wealthy inhabitants to 
produce their corn during a famine, and fell it at a reason¬ 
able price. He. went afterwards to Antioch, to Ephefus, 
and to Several cities, where he revived the worfhip of fome 
deities or idob, which now began to be neglected. He 


' ^hilolt. Vit. Apoll. Ty.lib. i. 

and PalTienus Faulus (1). Sui- 
das mentions one Epaphroditui, 
author of Several books upon 
grammar; which have been 
long lince loft. He was a na¬ 
tive of Boeotia, had been Have 
(i) VoiT. Poet. Lat, p. 4.7. 


cap. 3. ■ Ibid. cap. 6—9. 

to Modeftus, governor of E- 
gypt; but afterwards became 
famous at Rome in the reign of 
Nero, and died in that of Ner- 
va, in the feventy-fifth year of 
his age (z). 

(a) Suid. p. 966. 

praftifed 



pra&ifed every, where fecret<tayfl)eri?*|to which thofe alone 
were admitted, who had ohfcrved fixnce for the fpace of 
four years. He aflumed the character of a legiflator, pre¬ 
tending to require nothing of others hut what he had per¬ 
orated himfelf : he even boalted of a thorough knowlcge of 
all languages, without ever having learned them; and had 
the impudence to declare, that the molt fecret recedes of 
men’s hearts, and their moft private thoughts, lay open to 
him However, he had yet out fnven dilciples; and thefe 
too abandoned him, as foon as he had declared his in¬ 
tention of travelling into India, to viGt the philofophers 
thare, known by the name of Bramans, or Brachmanes ; fo 
that he left Antioch, attended only by two domeftics: but 
at Nine ve was joined by Damis; a native of that place, who, 
of all the difciples he ever had, proved the moll devoted to 
him; for he obferved with great attention, and carefully 
regiftered, not only his moft minute actions, but even his 
words. Thefe memoirs falling afterwards into the hands 
of Julia Augufta, the wife of the emperor Severus, Ihe 
imparted them to Philoftratus, who chiefly copied from 
them what he wrote of his pretended hero. Apollonius, 
on his journey from Nineve to Babylon, acquired the art of 
interpreting oracles delivered by birds. 

Upon his arrival at Babylon, he waS received by the 
Magis of the place, with whom he often conferred in pri¬ 
vate. He foon left Babylon, and fet out for India; where 
he was received with great marks of efteem by a king named 
Fhraothes, of whorp Philoftratus relates wonders; and by 
him introduced to Hiarchus, the chief of the Bramans, 
who at that time was but eighteen years old. Apollonius 
pafled four months with thefe priests, held frequent con¬ 
ferences with the chief men amongft them, to which not 
even Damis was admitted, and ever after entertained the 
high eft opinion of their fcQ. After he had learned all the 
myfteries of their profellion, he left India, and returning 
by fea, landed at the mouth of the Euphrates, or rather the 
Tigris; went from thence by land to Babylon, then to 
Nineve, and from Ninefe to Antioch, After a fhort ftay 
in this city, he removed to Ionia, and fettled in that coun¬ 
try, reGding fometimes at Ephefus, and fometimos at 
Smyrna w . 

He is faid to have undertaken with incredible fuccefs the 
reformation of manners, firft at Ephefus, and afterwards in. 
the other cities of Ionia i reclaiming, partly by his precepts. 
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» Phil oil. Vit. Apoll. Ty. lib. i. c*p. 10—*j. 
lib. lii, cap. 15,16. 
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BiUtrm n and partly by his exemplary life, fuch as were abandoned 
( 4 f>, «»</ to all manner of lewdnefs and iniquity *. From Ionia he 
vrent to ^* um » .where he embarked for Lefbos, and from 
Mur(fir~ thence failed to Athens ; in which city he reformed innu- 
,mutton tf merable abufes, and entirely abolilhed the inhuman fpec- 
■mnntri. tacles of gladiators. He travelled all over Greece, reviving 
the ancient fuperftition of the Greeln, and eftablilhing the 
idolatrous worfliip of the gqfls. The Eleans invited him 
to the fports, which were to be celebrated on occafion of 
the one hundred.and tenth Olympiad. He complied with 
their invitation, and, by his warm exhortations, infpired 
both Greeks and foreigners, with the love of virtue, and 
abhorrence of vice. At Corinth he was kindly received, 
and ever after admired, by Demetrius, the molt celebrated 
Cynic of thofe days, and his difciple Menippus. At La¬ 
cedaemon, where he palled great part of the winter, he is 
faid to have perfuaded the inhabitants to refume their an¬ 
cient manner of living r . In the beginning of the fpring 
he failed from Lacedaemon to Crete, and from thence to 


Rome, where he reGded till he was obliged to quit the city, 
in confequence of an edi£t enafied by Nero, driving all 
philofophers out of Rome. 

Hi nttu- t * len retired to Cadiz, where, in a private conference, 

ragts Gal- encouraged Galba to revolf from Nero, and affume the 
ba to re - fovereignty. From Cadiz he croiTed over to Africa, from 

veltfrain Africa he returned to Hetruria, and thence palled to Sicily, 
in which country he received intelligence of Nero's death. 
However, he would not return to Rome, but failed to 
Achaia or Greece, where he remained the winter, and ear¬ 
ly in the ftring went into Egypt, followed by prodigious 
crowds. Vefpafian, while he was in Egypt, went to vilit 
Is amfulnd Apollonius: he confulted him in private about the Hate 
bf Vifpa- of his affairs, and paid great deference to his judgment. 

Dio and Euphrates, two celebrated philofophers, advifed 
Vefpafian to renounce the fovereignty, after he had over¬ 
come Vitellius, and reftore the republic to its former liber¬ 
ty ; but Apollonius oppofed their fentiments. Vefpafian 
followed the opinion of Apollonius, who took the liberty 
to inftruft him how to govern with equity and moderation. 
Vefjfafinn offered to reward him with great generality for 
his excellent precepts ; but the philofopher would not ac¬ 
cept the leaft acknowlegement *. 

From Alexandria Vefpafian departed for Rome, and A- 
polfonius travelled into Ethiopia, with a defign to vilit the 


* Pliiloft. Vit, Ajiol. Ty. lib. iv. cap. r, s. r Idem. lib. iv. 
cap. j—11. z Ibid. lib. v. cap. 3—14. 
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philofophers of that country. Of his thirty difciples, ten Travels 
only accompanied him in this journey, the others choofing into Eiht~ 
to remain at Alexandria. He was at firft received vety °P'*- 
coldly by the Ethiopian philofophers, who had been preju¬ 
diced againft him by Euphrates; but they were foon recon¬ 
ciled to each other, and held feveral conferences, which 
Apollonius interrupted to view the fources of the Nile; 
but he did not go beyond the third cataradh. He returned 
to Egypt about the time that Titu;} took the city of Jerufa- 
lem. Next year Titus returned to Rome, and was met by 
Apollonius at Argos, who now travelled all over Phoeni¬ 
cia Ionia, and Cilicia; vifited feveral cities of Greece; 
anil, if Codinus is to be believed, went to Byzantium, 
and there eretted feveral talifmans, or magical figures, 
which remained till the year 870, when, the emperor 
Bafilius caufed them to be removed *. From Byzan- Cats h 
tium he returned to Greece, and from thence to Rome; Korns. 
where he excited the people againft the emperor Domitian, 
and exhorted Nerva, who was afterwards emperor, to head 
the infurredtion. Domitian was informed of his private 
practices, and at the fame time told, that he had facrificed 
a child, in order to difeover, by viewing its entrails, what 
fuccefs would attend Nerva, if he engaged in the confpi- 
racy. In confequence of frhis information, the emperor 
commanded the governor of Alia, whither Apollonius was 
already retired, to feize and fend him in chains to Rome. 

But Apollonius, before the order arrived, had left Afia, in 
order to return to Rome. At Puteoli he found Demetrius, 
the celebrated Cynic, who acquainted him with the em¬ 
peror’s edift, ordering,all the philofophers to depart Rome; 
and at the fame time exhorted him to conceal himfelf, left he 
fhould fall a facrifice to the rage of Domitian, who bore an 
irreconcileable hatred to all philofophers, and to him in 
particular. Apollonius replied, that he could not follow 
his advice, without betraying Nerva ; and that he was very 
fure it was not in the power of the tyrant to put him to 
death. He therefore purfued his journey in the habit 
peculiar to philofophers; but obliged Damis, his only 
companion, to quit it, left he (houjd be difeovered and im- 
prifoned b . * 

He no fooner arrived at Rome, than the emperor ordered When h» it • 
Cafperius Ailianus, captain of the praetorian guards, to 
feize him. Cafperius, whd had a particular veneration for 
him, on pretence of examining him in private, inftruded f, an -, , r . 

dirt. 

» Georg. Codin, Originei Conftantinop. k Philaft. lib, yii. 
cap. x—6. 
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him how to mike hia defence, when fummoned before the 
judge! j and then, m he durft not difmirs him, committed 
him to prifon. After he- had been confined fix days, he 
was brought before the emperor, who examined him 
concerning the defigns of Nerva. Apollonius declared, 
that Nerva had never entertained the leaft thought of con- 
fpiring againft him, or affuming the fovereignty. Domitian, 
finding he could draw no fatisfa£tory anfwer from him, or¬ 
dered his beard to be Slaved, a great infult to a philofo- 
pher; and commanded him to be led back to prifon, loaded 
with chains, from which, however, he was two days after 
difeharged, at the requeft of Cafperius. While he wa^in 
bonds, he allured Damis, who attended him even in con- 
finement, that the emperor' notwithftanding his unlimited 
power, could not hurt him; and fo faying, drew, with 
great eafe, his leg out of the chain. He was brought again 
before the emperor; who, after having examined him in 
the prefence of many perfons of diftinCtion, declared him 
innocent, and afterwards had a private conference' with 
him, in which Apollonius difplayed the great evils that mull 
necefTarily enfue from the prince’s giving ear to informers. 
“ As for myfelf (faid he), I am not under the leaft appre- 
henfion: you may caufe me to be feized; but put me to 
death you cannot: that the 15 ws of fate, and my deftiny, 
will not allow.” Apollonius, having thus fpoken, difap- 
peared, and was feen that evening at Puteoli, three days 
journey diftant from Rome c . 

From Puteoli he paffed over into Sicily, and from thence 
into Greece, where he remained two years, followed and 
admired by great multitudes of people of all ranks and 
Bges, whom, by his precepts and example, he animated to 
defpife wealth, and place their whole happinefs in the pur- 
fuit of virtue. From Greece he returned to Ibnia, reiiding 
partly at Smyrna, and partly at Ephefus; but frequently 
Vifiting all the cities of that province. While he was ha¬ 
ranguing a numerous affembly at Ephefus, the minute that 
Doriaitian was ilain, he fuddenly lowered his voice, appa- 
rently feized with fear; but neverthelefs purfued his dif- 
courfe for fome time, though faintly, and often ftopping, as 
if h»had been intent upon another fubjeft. At length he 
left off fpeaking, fixed his eyes ftedfaftly on the ground, 
and, after a ihort filence, 11 Strike home (he cried), ftrike the 
tyrant home." As the numerous affembly was greatly fur- 
prifed, he no fooner recollected himfelf, than he bid them 
be of good cheer, and rejoice: “ For the tyrant (added he), 


* Philoft. lib. rii, up. 3, is, 14,17, 
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is dead; he Is juft now expired d .” The fame circumftance 
is related by Dio Caflius, as an event not to be doubted ; 
nay, he adds* that Apollonius, during his reverie, named 
Stephanus, crying out fo as to be heard by the whole 
afiembly, “ Courage, brave Stephanus ! courage ! difpatch 
the tyrant'.” Nerva, who fucceeded Domitian, had no It inviud 
fooner taken pofteflien of the empire, than he wrote to ! ° Rme 
Apollonius, inviting him to Home. The philofopher re- ^ er ‘ va < 
plied, that, by the decrees of fate,.they were never more to 
fee one another. However, he wrote the emperor a letter thtr. 
filled with excellent precepts for governing with equity anil 
moderation. This paper he fent by Damis, whom he 
charged to recite to the emperor many excellent maxims of 
government, the refult of his experience. 

While Damis was at Home, he received advice, that 
Apollonius had difappeared ; he therefore concluded, that He'di/af- 
he had difpatched him to Rome, that he might not be pre- Pa¬ 
tent at his death ; hence he is generally thought to have died 
this year, the firft of Nerva’s reign, and ninety-fixth of the 
Chriftian aera (U). This philofopher was remarkable for 
his pride, arrogance, and prefumption f . He imagined 
hitnfelf pofiefied of every virtue in an eminent degree; ar¬ 
rogated upon all occafions the character of cenfor, legifla- 
tor, and inftru£tor; pretended to know every thing, to 
forefee future events, to be acquainted with the moll hid¬ 
den* thoughts of thofe with whom he converfed; nay, 
he fuffered himfelf to be acknowleged as a god, and re- 

J Philoft. lib. viii. cap. 10. • Dio, p. 76s. f Philolt. lib. i, 

cap. 14, ij, 19. 


(U) Damis, in his memoirs, 
made no mention of his death ; 
and Philoftratus declares, that 
in his time no one could give 
any probable account of it. 
Some pretended he died at E- 
phefus; others related, that he 
went into a temple at LinduB 
in the ifland of Rhodes, and 
was never afterwards feen. Phi- 
loftratus allures us, that though 
he had travelled into feveral 
countries, he could no where 
find his tomb, nor hear any cer¬ 
tain account of the manner of 
his death (1). This fuccinft 


account of the life of Apollonius 
is fwelled by Philoftratus with 
a great number of miracles and 
predictions. Amongft other 
prodigies wrought by his hero, 
he tells us, that he reftored to 
life a young woman of a confu- 
lar family; but, at the fame 
time, feems to doubt, whether 
or° no Ihe was quite dead. * 
Some of the fathers have been 
at great pains to prove him an 
impollor; and as to his mi¬ 
racles, they were aferibed to 
magic. 


(>) PHtloft. lib. viii, cap. 13. 
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Ccjved divine worfhip from the multitude. Philoftratua 
extols Us diGntereftednefs, and the purity of lus manners >, 
As he maintained the do£trin# of the metempfycboGs, or 
tranfmigratiou of fouls, he publicly adored a lion, pretend¬ 
ing, that the foul of AmaGs, one of the ancient kings of 
Egypt, had parted into that animal (W). As nq perfon 
could give any certain account of' the death of Apollonius, 
bis countrymen, the inhabitants of Tyana, believed him 
immortal, and revered hi^ as a divinity. His images were 
erefted in many temples j and the emperors, inftead of 
fuppreffing, countenanced this fuperflition, by the honours 
which they themfelves paid to the importer (X). But not, 
withftanding the great erteem which feveral of the em¬ 
perors had for him, and his many pretended miracles, he 
was, at the beginning of the fourth century, generally be- 


rPbiloft, Vit. Apoll. lib. v. cap, 15, 


(W) Philoftratus endeavours 
to exaufc, in the bell: manner he 
can, his hero for quarreling 
with the philofopherEuphrates, 
on whom he lays all the blame. 
Pliny the younger, who was in¬ 
timately acquainted with Eu¬ 
phrates, bellows the higheft en¬ 
comiums upon him (1); and 
Arrian, in his comments upon 
Epiftetus, not only extols his 
eloquence, but commends him 
greatly for having lived like a 
philofopher before he aflumed 
the habit peculiar to that pro- 
feflion (2). He died in the be¬ 
ginning of Adrian’s reign, with 
whofe permiffion he terminated 
the infirmities attending old 
age with a draught of poifon (3). 
He publilhed dome writings 
againil Apollonius, which Phi¬ 
loftratus promifes to refute (4). 
Eunapius feems to aferibe otHhr 
Works to him upon more im¬ 
portant fubjefls, Ijy which he 
gained great reputation (y). 


(X) Adrian collected, and de¬ 
ported in the palace at Antium, 
a great number of his letters 
(6), Antonius Caracalla ho¬ 
noured him with divine wor¬ 
fhip, and confccrated a temple 
to him (7). The emperor Alex¬ 
ander kept his image in a pri¬ 
vate place of his palace, toge¬ 
ther with the images of our Sa¬ 
viour, of Abraham, and of fe¬ 
veral prinffes, who had go¬ 
verned with equity and mode¬ 
ration (8). Vopifcus tells us, 
that he read in certain memoirs, 
andalfo heard ofperfonsof cre¬ 
dit, that the emperor Aureliap 
being refolved to give up die 
city of Tyana to be plundered 
by his foldiers, Apollonius ap¬ 
peared to him, and diverted him 
from that defign; and adds, 
that the emperor, convinced by 
that miraculous apparition, that 
Apollonius was a god, devoted 
to him an image, a temple, and 
a ftatuc (9). 


...f'i Plinriib. i. epilt. 10. (1) Arrian, Epifl, lib. iii. cap. it. & 

irb. 11. cap. 8. ( 3 )Dio,'l>b.l*ix. p.791. [4) Pliilaft. lib. i 

f*P- ,0 : (5) Eump. in Vit. Sophifi. Prsrflat. ( 6 ) Philoft 

lm. nu. cap. 13. 14. (7) Dio, lib lxxvii.p. 878, (g) Lamp, in 
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CHAP. LV. 


From the Death of Domitian, the laji of the 
twelve Ccefars, to the Death of Trajan, who 
brought the Empire to its utmojl Grandeur and 
Extent . 

T H C death of Domitian was no fooner divulged, than M. Ctc- 
the fenare with one voice declared M. Cocceiiis Nervi c,,mt 
emperor. He was a native of Narnia in Umbria, but his ^ 
lamily came originally from' the ifland of Crete ; fo that he 
was neither by birth a Roman, nor defeended from an Ita¬ 
lian family (Y). He was born, according to Dio Caffius, Hit fm- 
on the feventeenth of March, in the eighteenth year of mi//. 
Tiberius’s reign, and 3zd of the Chiiftian <era; and was 
by Nero, in the twelfth year of his reign, honoured with 
the praetor (hip, and a itatuc in the palace, having, by 
his elegant poems (for he was One of the heft poets of his 
time), gained the affeflion nf that prince, who even in- 
feribed fame of his poetical pieces to him. Pliny Tpcakt 
of hia epigrams, and commends them *. He was conful 
with Vefpafian in the year 7r, and with Domitian in 90. 

He is celebrated by all the ancients as a prince of ^ moll Hit imm- 
mild and humane temper, of great moderation and gene- "(r- PJ r ‘ 
rofitjr, who looked upon himlelf as railed to tbe empire, 
not for his own advantage, but for that of his people •, and 

fc Pbiloft. lib. iv. np* 6 . 1 Pliu. lib. iii, spilt. I. 

(Y) However, his father, ther, had been honoured in 
grandfather, and gmu-grsndfs- Roms with theeo&fular dignity. 
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indeed the bappinefs and welfare of thofe who lived under 
him were, during the Ihort time he reigned, his only end 
and purfuit. He feems to have been naturally timorous k j 
and fome writers charge both him and Trajan with excef- 
five drinking. Apollonius Tyaneus was the Aril who foli¬ 
cit ed him to afiume the fovereignty, or at leaft to deliver 
Rome from the tyranny of Domidan. Nerva hearkened to 
him, but his courage failed him when the defign was to be 
put in executionHowever, Domitian, either acquainted 
with this defign, or giving credit to the aftrologers, who 
advifed him to beware of Nerva, fince his nativity feemed 
to promife him the empire, confined him to Tarentum in 
the year 94 ; and would have put him to death, had not a 
more kind aftrologer allured the emperor, that Nerva, who 
was of a weak conflitudon, and fubjefl: to many infirmities, 
would die in a few days ” (Z). 

Domitian being killed on the eighteenth of September of 
the year 96, Nerva was the fame day declared emperor by 
the ienate, and acknowleged by the pnetorian guards, not- 
withftanding their concern for the death of the late empe¬ 
ror, which they would have revenged, had they not been 
reftrained by Petronius Sccundus, one of their captains, 
and by Parthenius, Domitian’s chief chamberlain c . Nerva 
had fcarce afl'umed the fovereignty, when afalfe report was 
fpread, that Domitian was (till alive, and the account of 
his death only an artifice to difcover the defigns of fuch as 
he fufpefted: hence difmay ii-ized all, and the crowd about 
the new emperor difperfed in a moment. Nerva himfelf, 
naturally wary and timorous, was (truck fpeechlefs, be- 

k Anr. Vit. in Vit. Trajan. 1 Philoltr. in Vit. Apoll. Tyan. 
lib. vii. cap. 3. m Dio, lib. lxviii. p. 7C9. " Plin. PancgJ'i. 

Dio, lib. lxviii, p. 769. 


(Z) Aurelius Viflor writes, 
that Nerva, dreading the cru¬ 
elty of Domitian, had retired 
to Gaul, and' was there when 
he received the news of the ty¬ 
rant’s death, and his own ele¬ 
vation to the empire (1). On the 
other diand, Dio C alii us takes 
no notice of his baniihment, but 
fuppofes him to have been at 
Rome when Domitian was mur¬ 
dered ;,fbr he tells us, that Par- 
theniu, and the other confpi- 

(0 Aur. Via, in Epit. 


rators, offered the empire, be¬ 
fore the afiailination of Domi¬ 
tian, to feveral perfons; who, 
regarding fuch an offer as a 
fnare laid for their deftruftion, 
declined it: but that at length 
Nerva, who daily expeted to 
be facrificed to the jealoufy of 
the emperor, was prompted, by 
his own fear, to accept the fove- 
reign power, as the only means 
of preferring his life (z). 


» Dio, lib, Ixvii. p. 767. 
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trayed great dread in his countenance, and, fallen from the 
higheft hopes, expefted nothing but inftant death, till Par- 
thenius alfured him, that the report was quite groundlefs. 

Then, recovering his former temper, he went firft to the 
camp of the praetorian guards, and thence, after he had fe- 
cured them by a promife of the ufual donative, to the re¬ 
flate, where he was received with the jgreateft marks ima¬ 
ginable of eileem and affe&ion. Many congratulatory 
lpeeches were made on this occasion; but that of Arrius 
Antoninus, grandfather to the emperor T- Antoninus by 
his mother, was of a lingular nature. Embracing the new 
emperor, with whom he had long lived in great intimacy, 

“ I am come (faid he) with the reft, to congratulate the 
fenate, the people of Rome, Itnd the provinces of the em¬ 
pire, upon your advancement to this high polt; hut cannot 
pay the fame compliment to you, who, after having, by 
yourwifdom and virtue, happily efcaped the rage of fo many 
wicked princes, plunge yourfelf into new dangers and trou¬ 
bles, being expofed to the cenfure and hatred both of your 
friends and foes, efpecially of the former, who will not 
fail, if any of their fuits are denied, to become your moil 
implacable enemies 

Nerva, confirmed in the empire both by the fenate and fol- The Re- 
dicry, blended together puHlic liberty r and fovereign power; ">*"1 happy 
for, under him, the Romans enjoyed all the former, and felt “* r 
none of the evil effefls of the latter s. He immediately relcaf- 
ed all thofe who had been, pnder the late emperor, arraigned 
of treafon, and reoalled fuch as had been baniihed under co¬ 
lour of the fame crime r , caufing their lands and inheritances 
to bereftored to them, without the leaftdeduftion. However, 
he would not fuffer Licinianus, who had been exiled for de¬ 
bauching a Veftal, to return to Italy; but allowed him to 
pafs the remainder of his life in Sicily He enafled fevere 
laws againft informers ; and caufed all the flaves and freed- ln J QrmlT, ‘ 
men to be put to death, who had accufed their mailers and 
patrons, fiefides thefe, many other informers were pub¬ 
licly executed, and, among the reft, the philofopher Scras. 

At the fame time he published an edi£l, forbidding, agree¬ 
ably to the ancient laws of Rome, a Have or freedman to t 
appear againft his mailer in any accufation whatfoever; and AboHjbu , 
ordering, thatnoperfon ihould, for the future, be accufed the lam 
of violated majefty, or profecuted for living after the man- Ma lW m 
ner of the Jews, by which words Dio, without all doubt, 

• Aur. Via. in Epit. p Tacit. Vit. Agric. cap. j. i FJin. 
lib. ix. Epift. 13. * Dio, lib. hviii. p. 7*9- ’ Euim- 

iib. iii, cap. 20. 
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meant the Chriftians. He folemnly fwore, that no fena- 
tor (hould ever by bis order be put to death; and rdigioufly 
obferved his oath, though fome of that body confpired 
againit him, as we (hall prefently relate. AH the goods 
and efiefls belonging to individuals, which he found in the 
palace, he ordered Id be immediately reflored to the pro¬ 
prietors leffened the taxes; delivered the Jews from the 
cruelties and oppreffions of the collectors of the public re¬ 
venues ; and, to the grejt fatisfadlion of the Romans, an¬ 
nulled the law of Auguftus, ordering the twentieth part of 
each inheritance and legacy to be paid in to the exchequer. 

He allowed no gold or filver ftatues to be erefted to hinj, 
retrenched all fuperfluous expences, abolifliing, for that pur- 
pofe divers facrifices, and public (hews; but as he (till 
wanted money to relieve the neceflitous citizens, and re¬ 
ward his friends, he fold great part of the gold and filver 
plate, and rich furniture, both of his ownhoufe, and of the 
imperial palace, with fevcral houfes and eftates. He 
expended a vail fum upon the purchafe of land, to relieve 
the poor of Rome, appointing fome fenators of known 
integrity 1 to divide it among the indigent From feve- 
ral medals of this year it appears, that he twice bellowed 
confiderable Turns on the people, befides the lands, and 
a large quantity of corn w . The children of fuch as were 
poor he caufed to be brought up, in all the cities of Italy, 
at the public expence. He eafed not only Italy, but all the 
provinces, of the heavy impofitions with which they had 
been burdened by Vefpafian arid Domitian; and utterly 
aboliihed the tax upon all carriages, which was generally 
looked upon as an infufferable grievance: hence the fenate 
caufed fevcral medals to be (truck, to perpetuate the re¬ 
membrance of fo great a favour. Of the many inilances of 
his difinterefledncfs recorded by the ancients, we ihall only 
relate the following : Atticus, a citizen of Athens, father 
to the famous Herodes Atticus, of whom we (hall fpeak 
in the reign of T. Antoninus, having difebvered in his 
houfe a large treafure, applied to Nerva to know how he 
(hould difpofe of it. The emperor^ who had no turn to 
avarice, anfwered, “ Utqre ; ufe it:” but Atticus, not 
thinking himfelf fecure, wrote to him a fecond letter, ac¬ 
quainting him, that the treafure was too great for a private 
perfon, and that he was therefore afraid to ufe it. To this 
the generous prince replied in two words, “ Ergo abutcre; 

* Plin. lib. vii. epilt. 31. ■ Dio, lib. Ixviii. p. 770, Zo- 

nar. p. 199. Chron. Alexand. * Birag. Numif. p. r+j. 

then 
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then abufe it importing that the treafure was his without 
referve; and that he might difpofe of it as he thought fit \ 

Nerva renewed the law of Domitian, prohibiting the caf- Smt of his 
tration of children; and by one edict confirmed all the l“wi. 

I grants of that prince. He publilhed a law, forbidding a 
! m an’s marrying his own niece, which was firft allowed in 
the reign of Claudius ; applied himfeif with great care to 
the reformation of mannersj was affiduous in the adminif- 
tration of juftice; and, in fhort, "behaved in fuch manner 
towards all, that he ufed to fay, he believed he might re- 
fign the empire, and return with fafety to a private life, 
not being confcious to himfeif of having taken one ftep that 
could give any man juft motive of offence y . He was per- Wit in 
haps too kind to fuch as weifc altogether unworthy of his great Unitp 
favours; a circumftance in his conduft which gave occa- 
Fion to fome perfons to complain of his lenity and indul- i,nc,m 
gence (U). As foon as public liberty was reftored, all 
who had fuffered by falfe accufations under Domitian *, 
flocked to the fenate, demanding, that condign punilhment 
might be inflifted on fuch as had informed againft them. 

The fenate hearkened to their requeft, and punifhed fome 
with death, others with banifhment; but not without great 
partiality, {paring thofe of their own body. On this occa- 
fion Pliny boldly accufed Publicus Certus, who was not 
only of the fenatorial ordet, but had been named by the 
late emperor to the coirfulfhip with Veftius Proculus. The 
fenate, having attempted ip vain to perfuade Pliny to drop 
the profecution, referred the whole affair to the emperor, 
who contented himfeif with confirming the confulQiip to 
Vedfius, and naming another to that dignity in the room 
of Certus, who died foon after of grief. 

* Pliiloft. in Vit. Sophift.fi. 5+S. r Dio, lib. Ixviii. p. 770. 

1 Plin, lib. ix. Epift. 13. 

(U) Having one day invited under Domitian, when the em- 
to his table, befides many other perur, hearing him named, 
perfons of dilKnflion, Junius “ What would Catullus do, 

Mauricus, who had been ba- (faid he), were he alive now?” 
nithed by Domitian, andFabri- “If he were alive now, (re- 
cius Veiento, a confular, who, plied Mauricus with grelt free* 
with his fecret machinations, coin), he would be at tablewith 
badoccafioned theruin of many uswhich was an oblique re- 
illuflrious citizens in the pre- fleflion on the emperor’s lenity 
ceding reign, one of the guefts and kindnefs to Veiento, and 
happened to mention Catullus others, whom he ought ratherto 
Mcffalinus,a notorious informer have punifhed than careffed (i). 

(■) Flin, lib, iv. Epift. aa. 
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Nerva entered upon his third confulihip on the calends of 
January, which was the fir ft after his acceffion to the em¬ 
pire ; and chofe for his colleague L. Virginius Rufus, to 
Virginius whom the foldiers had frequently offered the empire. As 
K»/iu Jits. Virginius was riling, after he had affirmed the fafees, to 
pronounce a fpeech in praife of the emperor, according to 
the ufual cuftom, he dropped a book out of his hand, and, 
as he Hooped to take it up, fell himfelf, and had the mis¬ 
fortune to break his lejf; an accident which, as he was 
then in the eighty-third year of his age, occafioned his 
death. He was, by the emperor’s order, buried with the 
utmoft pomp and magnificence; and Cornelius Tacitus the 
hiftorian, whom Nerva raifed to the confulate in his room, 
pronounced his funeral oration *. Pliny wrote another pa¬ 
negyric upon him in a letter addreffed to one of his friends, 
acquainting him with the death of that illuftrious citizen, 
Calfur- This year Calpurnius Craflus, defeended from the ancient 
niusCraf- and illuftrious family of the Crafii, confpired, with fome 
flirts a- others, againft Nerva; who, being immediately informed 
gainfi Nir- of their wicked defigns, fent for them, and carried them 
va ■, with him to the public theatre. There he placed them next 
to himfelf, and prefented them, as Titus had done on the 
like occafion, the fwords of the gladiators, which were al¬ 
ways brought to, and viewed by, the emperor b . We are 
not informed what efteft this inftance of generality had 
upon the confpirators. All we know is, that Crafius, hav¬ 
ing confelTed the crime, was, yvith his wife, banilhed to 
Tarentum. The fenate were for condemning both him, 
yht far- and his accomplices, to death ; but the emperor, alleging 
Jens him, the oath he had taken not to fpill the blood of any fenator, 
reftrained their zeal. Fronto, to whom Nerva had relign- 
ed the fafees, offended at the prince’s unfeafonable clemency, 
faid boldly, that “ it was a great misfortune to have a 
prince, under whom all things were criminal and forbiddeni 
but a Hill greater to be governed by one, under whom all 
things were allowed.” The emperor was fo far from re- 
fenting this freedom, that from this time he a£ted with 
more Severity, taking for his counfellors fuch of the fena- 
tors as were perfons of great experience, and known inte¬ 
grity, find difpatching, with their advice, all matters of con- 
fequence. 

Tht frsrtt- was this period, that the praetorian guards, headed 
rittaguards by sElianus Cafperius their commander, occafioned dif- 
raift a tu - turbances in the city, under colour of revenging the death 
of Domitian ; flew to the palace, and befieged Nerva, de- 

* Plin. lib, ii, epili. i, » Bio, p. 770, Vi£t. Epit. 
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mandifig that all thofe who had been concerned in the affafi- 
fination of the late emperor, might be delivered up to them, 
or publicly executed. Nerva, though naturally timorous, 
behaved on this occafion with incredible firmnefs; for of¬ 
fering his bare neck to the incenfed foldiery, he begged 
they would be fatisfied with his life, and fpare thofe to 
whom he was indebted for the empire, and whom, on that 
account, he could not in honour abandon : but his refolu- 
tion did not avail; he was in the ond conftrained e to con¬ 
demn thofe, whom he ftudied to preferve at the expence of 
his own life. The foldiers, without being in the leaft Nerva is 
moved by his intreaties, cut in pieces Petronius Sceundus, Migeitt 
Parthenius, and the other confpirators d . They even obliged 
the emperor to return them public thanks before the people, u „j u jj j lm 
for exterminating the word and moll wicked of men. mantis. 

This infolence of the foldiery eventually proved very ad¬ 
vantageous to the empire ; for Nerva, finding himfelf de- 
fpifed on account of his infirmities and old age, refolved 
to name fome perfon for his fucceffor, who Ihould be able 
both to fupport him, and to govern with equity and modera¬ 
tion after his death. He was not without many relations 
and friends; but as he had more at heart the welfare of 
the empire than the grandeur of his family, he chofe Ul- 
pius Trajan, the greateft anti molt deferving perfon of that 
age, for his fucceffor, and at the fame time adopted him 
in the Capitol, declaring his adoption with a lo&d voice to 
this effe£l: “ With my hearty wilhes for the profperity of 
the fenate and the people o^Rome, and that what I do may 
prove fortunate to them and myfelf, I declare Marcus U 1 - 
pius Trajan my fon.” He afterwards gave him the title of 
Csefar, with that of Germanicus, which he himfelf feems 
to have affirmed about this time, invefted him with the tri- 
bunitial power, and even honoured him with the title of 
emperor; fo that he created him not only his fucceffor, but 
partner in the empire: at the fame time he appointed him 
conful for the enfuing year '. The adoption of irajan, which 
was received with great joy both by the fenate and people, 
fuppreffed the diforders ’committed by the foldiery, whoim- 
mediately returned to their duty. • 

In the following year he entered upon his fourth canful- 
Ihip, having Ulpius Trajan, now the fecond time conful, 
for his colleague; but died, according to fome, on the The death 
twenty-firll, according to others, on the twenty-feventh, “ 
of January. Having heated himfelf in chiding with great 
acrimony the celebrated informer Aquilius Regulus, he was 

* Plin. Pan. " Via. in Epit. « Dio, lib, laix. p. 77°- 
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fcized with ft fever, which, as he was weak, and advanced 
in years, foon put a period to his life, after be had feigned 
Jiateen months and eight or nine days. He had lived, 'ac¬ 
cording to Dio Caffius f , Gxty-five years, ten months, and 
as many days ; according to Eutropius, feventy-one ; and, 
according to St. Jerom, feventy-three years *. He died in 
the Salluftian gardens, whence his body was carried by the 
fenate to the tomb of Auguftus h . ' He wag ranked amongil 
the gods, and Trajan,' out of gratitude, ere£ted feveral 
temples to him both in Rome and the provinces 1 . He 
was a prince of great wifdom, generality, and moderation ; 
but fome of the provinces were more grievoufly opprefled 
in his reign than in that of Domitian, the governors, who 
dreaded Domitian, prefumiftg upon the lenity and forbear¬ 
ance of his fuGceflor, to enrich themfelves at the expence 
of the unhappy people committed to their care. Thefe 
grievances Nerva would not have failed to redrefs, had he 
lived long enough to know them. 

Trajan was a Spaniard both by birth and extraction, de¬ 
scended rather of an ancient than an illuitrious family, born 
in Italics near Seville, now known, according to fome, by 
the name of Old Seville, according to others, by that of 
Alcala del Rio. His father, named alfo Trajan, had been 
honoured with the confulfliip, l diftinguilhed with triumphal 
ornaments, and raifed by Vefpaiian to the rank of a patri¬ 
cian. Trajan, commander of the tenth legion, who fig- 
nalized himfeif at the taking qf Japha, was father to the 
prefent emperor, who was born in theitwelfth year of the 
reign of Claudius, and 5 2d of the Chriftian sera. He 
followed the profeffion of arms from his early youth, 
and ferved ten years in quality of tribune fc . He checked 
the pride of the Parthians while he was yet very young, 
and defeated their meafures with the reputation of his name. 
But he then commanded, in ail likelihood, under his father, 
to whom he gave, when emperor, the title of Parthicus, 
as appears from various medals *. He was prztor in the 
year 86, and conful in 91, with Aciltus Glabrio. Soon 
after his confulihip he withdrew' to Spain, dreading the 
cruelty of Domitian, and led a retired life, till he was re¬ 
called by that prince, and appointed governor of Lower 
Germany. In this office he performed nothing which his 
panegynft thought worth mentioning, fince he only fays, 
that while he governed in Germany he gained the aflec- 

r Dio, fib. Ixi*. p. 770. s Eufeb. Chroti. 

Epit. * ”- “ 

Pan. 
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iPlin, Panegyri Eutr’np. Sid. Car, vii. ver. 113. 
1 Spank, lib, vii. p. Iji. 
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lions of the foldiery; but rtotwith Handing their Inviolable 
attachment, never entertained the lealt thought of revolting 
from the Worft of princes, to whom he had fworn allegiance. 

He Hill continued in this government when Nerva adopt- h adtpud 
ed him for his fon, and appointed him his fucceflor in the h Ntrvm 
empire. To this choice Nerva was impelled by the extra¬ 
ordinary merit of Trajan, and a fincerc defire of continu¬ 
ing to all the nations fubjeft to the empire, that happinefs 
which they enjoyed in his reign.* Trajan poflefled, in an 
eminent degree, all thofe qualities which form a great, an 
excellent prince. He-was, when preferred to the empire, 
in-the fony-fecond, or as fome infill, the forty-fifth year 
of his age, and confequendy neither fubjeft to the vices of 
youth, rafhnefs and precipitatibn, nor to the weaknefs and 
indolence attending old age. His body was robult and 
inured to fatigue ; his countenance comely and majeftic j 
his ftature regular and tall ; and his behaviour extremely 
engaging m . He was not hfmfelf a man of learning, hav¬ 
ing from bis childhood been brought up in a camp, but 
encouraged in others what he himfelf wanted. As to mi- Trajan an 
litary affairs, he was, without difputc, the bell commander txctllini 
of his age, and equal to the grCateft generals of antiquity. cmmaa ^ tr ‘ 
In every duty of war he was indefatigable; he marched al¬ 
ways on foot at the head of*the army, even after he was 
emperor, and croffing immenfe countries without ever 
mounting a horfe, or fuffering himfelf to be carried in a 
chariot or litter. His diet was fuch as chance prefented. 

In his garb he little waried from a common foldier. Upon 
confultations and difpatches he bellowed whole nights and 
days. He never retired to his tent till he had vifited the 
camp, and was always the firlt in the field when the ufual 
exercifes were to be performed. He was acquainted with 
all the old foldiers, remembered their exploits, and fami¬ 
liarly converfed with them ; but at the fame time he knew 
how to keep them to their duty. He was great in war, and' 
equally great in peace. When he full affirmed the foyereign 
power, he publicly profeffed, that he did not think himfelf, 
in that high llation, more exempt from the obfervaoce of 
the laws, than the meaneil of the people ; and accordingly 
took an oath to obey them, which he religioufly obfiftved. 

He delighted to fee His people happy, and had nothing fo 
much at heart as to make them fo. To accomplilh thispur- ■ 

pofe he chearfully leffened his revenue, limited his authority, 
and rellrained his prerogative, where it Teemed in the leall and ttktr 
to interfere with the intereft and happinefs of his people, virintr, 

o Dio, lib. Ixvli. p. j 6 5; Spartian, p. 1, S. 
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He was aware that overbearing pride was not tbe way to 
gain affection orefteem ; and that condefcenfion in a prince 
is not irreconcileable with his dignity: he therefore lived 
with his people rather like a father with his children, than 
a prince with his fubje£ts He advanced none but the 
molt virtuous and worthy ; and fuch as were otherwife, he 
reclaimed rather with gentlenefs and clemency, than with 
rigour and feverity. On his acceffion to the empire, he 
declared in full fenate, that no good man {hould ever be 
put to death by his orders ; a declaration which he confirm¬ 
ed by a folemn oath, and rcligoufly obferved it. HelufFer- 
ed but few rtatues to be erefted to him, difcouraged flat¬ 
tery, and would notallow any extraordinary honours to Be 
conferred upon him. His palace was conftantly open to 
-perfons of all ranks, whom he received with extraordinary 
kindnefs, heard with great patience, and endeavoured, as 
far as poflible, to difmifs none from his prefcncc diflatis- 
fied; looking upon himfclf to be raifed to that high port, 
not for his own advantage, but for that of others. To the 
reft of his great qualities he added that of veracity, afting 
in council, in public negociations, and with private men, 
without thofe little artifices which wife men defpife, and 
none but the apes of wife men praiElife. He would never 
fuffer any perfon to he conilempcd upon fufpicion, however 
ftrong and well grounded, faying, it was better a thoufand 
criminals (hould efcape unpuuifhed, than that one innocent 
perfon Ihould be condemned When he appointed Su- 
burranus captain of his guards,'' in prefenting him, accord¬ 
ing to cuflom, with a drawn fwotd, tlic“badge of his office, 
he ufed thefe memorable words ; “ Pro me ; fi merear, in 
me : employ this fword for me ; but turn it, if I deferve* 
it, againft me <*.” 

Mavis hit He allowed none of his freedmen anylhare in the admi- 
frudmtn niftration, telling them that he, and not they, was inverted 
m paiver. w j t [, t he fovereign power, and therefore cautioning them 
not to afliime any authority inconfirtent with their rank 
(W). He is laid to have excelled even Nerva himfelf in 

I 

* Plinj Panegyr. Dio, lib. Ixiriii. p. 77*, 777. Vi£t. inEpir. 
■ Plin. Panegyr. Vi£t. Epit.'Dio, p. 771. a Aur. Vidtor. 

1 

(W) Some perfons having a ftrlfteft laws of juffice; adding, 
fuit with one of them, named “ For neither is he Polycletus, 
Earythmua, and feeming to nor I Nero.” Polycletus, of 
dread the imperial freedman, whom we fpoke in the reign of 
Trajan allured them, that the Nero, was that prince’s favour- 
caufe (hould be heard, difeufied, ite freedman. 
and decided, according to the 
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gitnerofity, and all the preceding princes in the large Acs 
with which he relieved, not only the citizens of Rome, but 
even the indigent people in all the provinces of the empire : 
whence he was by all nations looked upon as an affeffionate 
father, and, as furh, loved and revered. However, he was 
not without fome failings: he was addicted to wine (X). 
Pliny extols his chaility; but Dio owns, that he abandoned 
himfelf to the molt infamous and unnatural pradtices ; and 
agrees therein both with Spartian *, and the emperor Ju¬ 
lian r , who likewife charges him with lazinefs, for fuffer- 
ing Sura to write molt of his letters. He loved gay amufe- 
mi;nts and diverfions; but from hence arofe no negledt or 
relaxation in his conducing the public affairs. He was 
tindlured with ambition, and more defirous of extending 
the confines of the empire, than was confident with juftice. 
He fuffered himfelf to be flyled lord, as appears from Pli¬ 
ny’s Epiftles j a title, which Other good emperors, and Au- 
guftus himfelf, had conftantly refufed, and he feems at firft: 
to have declinedHe likewife allowed facrifices to be 
offered to his ftatues, and people to fwear by his life and 
eternity, as moil facred things. We fhall now purfue the 
hiftory of his reign, according to the order of time. 

Trajan commanded a powerful army in Lower Germany, 
when he was adopted by Netva, and declared his fuccefTor 
about the latter end of the year 97. He declined at firft 
accepting that high poll; but was foon prevailed upon by 
the officers of his own army, and the deputies difpatched 
from the armies in. Upper Germany, and in Mcefia, to 
aifume the title of Csefar. He did not feem in the leaft 
elated with his new dignity, choofing rather to be regarded 
by his foldiers as their general than their emperor. Nerva 
dying on the twenty-firft or twenty-feventh of January of 
the following year, tidings of his death were firft brought 
to him by Adrian his coulin. Trajan, who was then at 


’ Jul. C«f. p. 1*. * Plin. Panegyr, 


1 Spart. in Adrian, 
p. 4., Sc 106. 

(X) This fault Dio Cdflius 
□tvos; but adds, that he never 
drank to excefs(i). On the 
other hand, Aurelius Viftoraf- 
fures us, that he injoined all his 
officers not to put in execution 
fuch orders as he fhould give at 
or after his banquets (a}; and 

fi) Dio, p. 77a. 

Of, p. Jy . 


Julian, furnamed the Apoflate, 
writes, that Trajan had a talent 
for eloquence, and woul4 have 
applied himfelf with fuccefs to 
that fludy, had he not, by im¬ 
moderate drinking, impaired 
his natural capacity (3). 


(*) Aur. Vi£l. in Adrian, p. ■. (3I 
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Cologne, immediately aflumed the title of Auguftus, and 
was acknowleged as fuch by the armies in Germany and 
Moefia, who with great joy fwore allegiance to him. He 
had no.fooner taken pofletiion of the empire, than he 
alFured the fenate upon hia oath, that no man of probity 
(hould ever by his orders be either put to death, or injured 
in his fortuneHe did not immediately leave Germany, 
but continued there all this, and part of the following 
year; for the time of hie confulfhip was expired, as Pliny 
informs us", before be fet out for Rome. All the German 
nations fent deputies to him, congratulating him upon his 
fhi Bar- acceffion to the empire. The Barbarians, who dwelt be- 
awedty yond the Danube, and ufed, during the winter, to pafs that 
hiiprt- river on the iee, and commit great devaftations on the Ro- 

/«<■». man territories, hearing that Trajan was created emperor, 

refrained from all hodilities, not daring to provoke fo great 
a commander, now at liberty to chaftize them without 
control. 

The next confuls were Aulus Cornelius Palma and Caius 
„ Sofius Senecio, to whom Plutarch inferibed feveral of the 
lives he wrote, and fome of his moral works. The fenate 
had offered the confulate to Trajan ; but, he declining it, 
though all the emperors, ever fince the time of Claudius, 
had. aflumed that dignity the year after their acceflion to 
the empire, Palma and Senecio, his two chief favourites, 
Trajan fits were appointed in his room w . This year Trajan left Ger- 
•nijor many, and fet out for Rome: his march proved no way 

^ mt ' burdenfome to the provinces through which he paffed, no 

man being injured either in his perfon or fortune by the 
emperor, or his numerous train. He caufed the expence 
of his march, and that of Domitian when he went into 
Gaul, tp be computed, and inferted in the public regifters, 
that his fucceffbrs might thence learn how to conduft 
'Hew rr- tbenjfelves on the like occafion. He entered Rome on 
tiivtd foot, and was received, by perfons of all ranks, with the 

tkri- greatefl demonftrations of joy imaginable, the people pro- 

. mifing'themfelves complete bappinefs under fogood and fo 
great a prince. He tenderly embraced his old friends, who 
came to meet him ; and, would not be treated by them as 
their /overeign, but-as a friend, aflitring them, that fuch 
they (bould nod him on all occafions. He went direftly 
to the Capitol, attended by the fenate, and the whole city, 
and thence to the palace. 

The fenate decreed the emperor, foon after his arrival, 
the title of Optimus; which he willingly accepted, and 

‘ Dio, lib. Ixviii. p.771. “Plin.Pan. »Ibid.p.uo—nj. 
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fcemed to value above all thofe which were afterwards con- n, ti ,/ f ,/ 
ferred upon him on account of his victories *. However, Optimal 
we do not find it in any infeription amongft his other titles drrrwrfif 
till the year no, the thirteenth of his reign r. This year 
he paid part of the donative which he had promifed, ac- „ r ‘ 
cording to cuftom, to the foldiery; and made large diftribu- 
tions both of money and corn amongft the Roman people, 
extending his generality to fuch as were abfent, and even 
to children under the age of eleven, who had been hitherto 
excluded from any (hare in fuch largefles *. By means of 
thefe ^donations, which he frequently renewed, he is faid 
to have fupported near two millions of fouls. He did not 
confine the effedts of his good-will to Rome alone, but ap¬ 
pointed very confiderable fumS to be paid yearly out of the 
treafury, for the maintenance of children, whom their in¬ 
digent parents could not, without great difficulty, bring up 
and fupport. He took great care, that Rome Ihould be 
fupplied with plenty of provifions, efpecially with corn, 
which, during the whole time of his reign, was fold at a 
very moderate price: he exhibited feveral Ihcws, and a 
combat of gladiators, to fatisfy the populace, fond of fuch 
diverfions; but drove out of Rome the players, who had 
been baniffied by Domitian, but, at the requeft of the peo¬ 
ple, recalled by Nerva. Hef enaCted feveral laws againft in- /, an nt- 
formers, and confined to the iflands fuch of that vile tribe my to in. 
as had been fpared by Nerva, utterly aboliftuifg the fan- J° rm,rs ’ 
guin'ary law of majefty. Fje repaired, at a great charge, 
feveral old buildings, and enlarged the circus; but would Hit m- 
not fuffer the people to return him thanks for his public d e ftj‘ 
works ; he even ilfued an edi£t, forbidding his name to be 
mentioned either in the circus or the -theatre, which, till 
then, refounded, fays Pliny, with the praifes of wicked 
princes *. All thefe circuinftances are related by Pliny as 
happening in the fecond year of Trajan's reign, before the 
time appointed for the eledtion of confuls. The people 
had, it feems, recovered their ancient privilege of creating 
magiftrates ; for Trajan, whom the fenate had piefied to 
accept a third confulfhip, appeared amongft the other can¬ 
didates, foliciting, like a private citizen, the fuffrages of the 
tribes b . He chofe for his colleague Fronto, according to 
fomej Frontinus, according to others; for both M. Julius 
Fronto, and Sextus Julius Frontinus, who wrote a treatife 
on aqueducts, lived at this time. In the fame aflembly, 

*Dio, p. 781. r Vide Fabretti de Column. Trajan, cap. 9. 

* Birag. p. 149. Sparf. p. 16. * Plin. Pan. p. 74.. St lib. a. epilt.' 

H, Dio in Excerpt. Va). p. 709. » Plin. Pan.p. ia«— ij*. 
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Pliny and Tertullus Cornutus were appointed to fucceed 
them for at this time few confula held that dignity above 
three months. 

P’mJj him- In the beginning of the year, Trajan had no fooner af- 
jtlfbya fumed the fafc.es, than he afcendcd the roltra, and, in the 
u ebftrvi P Te ^ cc the people, bound himfelf by a folemn oath to 
all iht obferve the laws, declaring,that what was forbidden to private 
law. citizens was equally forbidden to good princes, who, as they 
are not above the laws, aire no lefs bound than the meaneft of 
the populace, to conform to them: hence to the public vows, 
which were in the beginning of each year offered, for the 
health and profperity of the emperor, he added thefe con¬ 
ditions : “ If he obferves the Jaws; if he governs the re¬ 
public as He ought; if he (procures the happinefs of his 
people.” Before Trajan refigned the fafees, the caufe of 
Mariut Marius Prifcus, accufed by a city of Africa of extortion 
Prifcus during h'S proconfulate, was heard by the emperor and fe- 
irjtd, and nate PJiny, and Tacitus the hiftorian, pleaded for the 
tondtant . ^f r j cans . an( j th c trial laded three days, the emperor 
liftening the whole time with great attention to the reafons 
alleged on both lides, without ever betraying the lead par¬ 
tiality to either. In the end, Prifcus was degraded from 
the rank of fenator, and banifhed Italy : at the fame time 
Hoftilius Firminus, his lieutenant and accomplice, was de¬ 
clared incapable of holding any employment in the em¬ 
pire e . 

fie trial The condemnation of Marius Prifcus was followed by 
ff Qafficm. that'of ClaiEcus proconful of ilaetica, fit rather of his ac¬ 
complices : for Clafficus, finding himfelf accufed of extor¬ 
tion by the whole province, deftfoyed himfelf before the 
time appointed for his trial- However, his accomplices, 
who had (hared in his rapine, were, by means of Pliny, 
who pleaded in behalf of the province, all condemned. 
The eftate, which Clafficus poffeffed before he was fent in¬ 
to Spain, was adjudged to his daughter; but the reft was 
diftributed amongft thofe whom he had plundered during 
bis adminiftration: Bebius Psobus, and Fabius Hifpanus, 
the piinifters of his extortion, wefc baniflied for five years, 
though they alleged in fheir defence, that they were oblig¬ 
ed implicitly to obey the orders of the proconful, Stillonius 
Prifcus, who had commanded a cohort under Clafficus, was 
banifhed Italy for two years: the daughter of Clafficus was 
likewife accufed by the province; but Pliny, believing be f 
jnnocent, declined pleading againft her; whence the pio- 


• Plin. lib. X. cpift, 4. lib, ii. epift. 11. lib. vi. epilt. 19 . lib. iii. 
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fecution was dropped. Norbanus Licinianus, who had been 
lieutenant to Claflicus, but his declared enemy, was at the 
fame time condemned for other crimes, not mentioned by 
hiftorians, and confined to one of the illands in the Archi¬ 
pelago (Y).' Towards the end of this year, Julia Sabina, 
grand-daughter to Marciana the emperor’s fitter, was mar¬ 
ried to Adrian the foil of iElius Adrian Afer, coufin to 
Trajan. This match, which in the end proved unhappy to 
both, was concluded by the emjlrefs Plotina, who had a 
particular kindnefs for Adrian 1 '. 

In the following year Trajan, at the earned requeft of 
the fenate, entered upon his fourth confullhip, taking, for 
his colleague, according to fome, Sextus Articuleius Psetus; 
according to others, P. OrStus. Adrian was this year 
quseftor, and charged with the care of the regifters of the 
fenate; which employment he foon refigned, to attend the 
emperor in the war he undertook againft the Dacians. De- 
cebalus king of the Dacians obliged Domitian, as we have 
related in that prince’s reign, to purchafe a peace with a 
large fum, to be paid annually. To this tribute Trajan 
would not fubmit, alleging, that he had not been conquer¬ 
ed by Decebalus. Betides, the Dacians grew daily more 

1 Spar?, in Adrian- 


(Y) For what we have hi¬ 
therto related of Trajan’s ad- 
minifiration, we are chiefly ftl- 
debted to Pliny, irom whufe 
panegyric on that prince we 
have copied it. Pliny pro¬ 
nounced his Ipeech in the fe¬ 
nate when he entered upon his 
confullhip, having compofed it 
before at the requeft of the fe- 
nators. After he had delivered 
it in full fenate, he added, as 
he himfelf informs us, many 
things to it, that it might ferve 
as a model for other princes. 
Before he publiflied it, he re¬ 
peated it before fome of his 
friends, who for three days to¬ 
gether heard him with great at¬ 
tention ; which he aferibes, not 
|d the elegance or beauties of 


his performance,' but to their 
being perfuaded, that the praifes 
which he bellowed on Trajan 
were a merited encomium on 
that prince, and altogether 
free from flattery. Pliny him¬ 
felf allures us, that fuch paf- 
fages in his difeourfe, as were 
the leaft ftudied, pleafed moll; 
which gave him no fmall fatif- 
faflion ; fur thence he began to 
entertain hopes of feeing the 
true tafte revive, and the maf- 
culine eloquence of the ancients 
again admired.' He fent his dif¬ 
eourfe, which he llylei f book, 
to one of his friends, refuelling 
him to mark what he dilliked in 
it, that he might be fure he ap¬ 
proved of the reft (r). 


(■) PUn. lib. iii. epilt. 13, il. 
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formidable, and their king maintained a good underlland. 
ing with Pacorus king of the Parthians; a connexion which 
gave Trajan no final! jealoufy. When he, therefore, heard, 
that the Dacians had pafled the Danube, and committed 
lioftilitieg, he was glad of that pretence to make war upon, 
and humble an enemy, whofe power he began to fear. He 
immediately aflembled a formidable army, marched with 
incredible expedition to the banks of the Danube, pafled 
that river without oppoiition, Decebalus not being apprifed 
bf his arrival, and entered Dacia, committing every-where 
dreadful devaluations. Decebalus, however, was not in 
the leaft difmayed; he armed the youth of the country, 
and boldly advanced to meet the Romans, encamping at a 
fmall diftance from their entrenchments. Trajan imme¬ 
diately drew out his men, in order to offer the enemy battle. 
As he approached the place where they lay, a large mulh- 
room was found, and brought to him, with the following 
words in Latin cut upon it: “ Your allies, elpecially the 
Byrrhi, advife you to conclude a peace with the Dacians, 
and to retire.” Trajan, defpiling that advice, continued 
advancing in order of battle, till he difeovered Decebalus, 
at the head of a powerful army, coming full march to meet 
him. He then halted, and having encouraged his men in 
a lhort fpeecli, ordered the trumpets to found the charge. 
All we know of this a&ion is, that great numbers of the 
enemy fell, and that the Romans gained the victory; 
which, however, coll them dear, the wounded on their fide 
being very numerous. Linen being wanted to bind up their 
wounds, Trajan tore his own robes, to'' fupp]y that want. 
Such as fell in battle be caufed to be interred with great' 
folemnity; and ordered an altar to be built on the fpot, 
and facrifices to be yearly offered in honour of the dcceaf- 
ed ". He followed the enemy clofe ; and, without giving 
them time to levy new forces, haraffed them to fuch a de¬ 
gree, that Decebalus, reduced almolt to defpair, fent Toms 
of his chief lords with propofals of peace. The emperor 
appointed Licinius Sura, and Claudius Libianus, captain of 
the praetorian guards, to treat with ahem ; but, the depu¬ 
ties not agreeing, Trajan continued his ravages, advancing 
from one hill to another, not without great danger, till be 
8rrived*in the neighbourhood of Zermizegethufa, the me¬ 
tropolis of Dacia. On the other fide, Maximus, one of the 
Rpman generals, made himfelf mailer of feveral ftrong 
fprtrcfes, in one of which he took the filler of Decebalus 


« Pit?, lib.lxvui. p, 771—774. 
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prifoner, and recovered a Roman ftandard, which had been 
foil when Fufcus was defeated and killed in the reign of 
Domitian. 

At length Decebalus, no longer able to withftand the 
Romans, and dreading the deftruflion of his capital, which 
would be attended with the lofs of his whole kingdom, dif- 
patched other ambaffadors to Trajan, offering to accept fuch 
conditions as he (hould think fit to impofe. Accordingly 
Trajan granted him a peace upqn the following terms: 

1, That he {hould furrender the territories which be had •which » 
unjuftly taken from the neighbouring nations. 2. That he S r •*>** 
{liquid deliver up his arms, his warlike engines, and the 
artificers who made them, with all the Roman deferters. 

3. That, for the future, he flyjuld entertain no deferters, 
nor take into his fervice the natives of any country fubjeff 
to Rome. 4. That he iliould difmantle all his fortreflea 
and cattles. And, lattly, that he {hould have the fame 
friends and foes with the people of Rome. With thefe 
articles Decebalus reluctantly complied ; and, having fworn 
to obferve them, he was introduced to Ttajan, before whom 
he threw himfelf on the ground, acknowleging himfelf his 
vaflal. Trajan commanded him to fend deputies to the 
fenate, for the ratification of the peace; which he obtained 
accordingly. The war beir^ thus ended, Trajan, having Trajan tin 
placed garrifons in moil of the cities of Dacia, returned to M ^ 
Rome; which he entered in triumph, and took the furname 
of Dacicus, being the firft Roman who had ever triumphed Daciam. 
over that nation f . _ 

In the following year Suranus, of whom we find no far¬ 
ther mention in hiftory, and L. Licinius Sura, or, as fome 
flyle him, Suras, were cliofcn confuls. Sura was Trajan’s 
chief favourite, and had employed all his intereft with Surathe 
Nerva in his behalf -, whence to him chiefly, after Nerva, empenr's 
Trajan acknowleged himfelf indebted for his adoption and 
preferment *. This year Trajan, at the requeft of the fe¬ 
nate, and at the motion of Nigrinus, tribune of the people, 
fubjefted fuch pleaders, as received fees from their clients, PUaJtrt 
to the penalties of the kiw againft extortion: and Licinius 
Nepos, prator, upon his taking joffcflion of that ofHccj 
procured a decree from the fenate, commanding the potties, 
before their caufe began to be tried, to fwear, that they 
had neither given nor promifed any fee, prefent, or reward, 
to thofe who were to plead in their behalf. Pliny com¬ 
mends this law, and declares, that he was pleafed to fee 

f Dio, p, 710. Sprat, in Adrian. Goltz. p, *46. Eufeb. in Cbron. 
p. ui. c Via. in Epit, 

that 
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that forbidden to others, which he had never praQifed him- 
felf b . Towards the end of the year, Trajan afiumed twice 
the title of emperor, for victories which were gained bv 
fome of his lieutenants (for he himfelf continued the whole 
year at Rome), but are not mentioned by any hiftorian. 

The next confuls were Trajan the fifth time, and Lu¬ 
cius Appius Maximus, who had fignalized himfelf in the 
Dacian war. At this period the emperor began a magni¬ 
ficent and convenient harbour at Centumcellte, now Civita 
Vecchia, which he called, after his own name, the Har¬ 
bour of Trajan. Pliny was this year appointed to govern 
Pontus and Bithynia, in quality of lieutenant and proprie¬ 
tor, with confular authority; that is, he was not appointed 
governor of that province by the fenate, but by the empe¬ 
ror, though th.e province of Pontus and Bithynia belonged 
to the fenate. As there were many abufes in that province 
to reform, the emperor fent Pliny thither, with an extra¬ 
ordinary authority, as his lieutenant; but afterwards al¬ 
lowed the fenate to appoint the governors as formerly, 
Adrian being the firft who took the province of Pontus and 
Bithynia from the fenate, and gave them Pamphylia in ex¬ 
change *. 

L- Licinius Sura and M. Marcellus being confuls, Sau- 
romates, king of Bofporus, fen a folemn embafiy to Tra¬ 
jan, and entered into an alliance with him and the Romau 
people. Soon after Decebalus, king of the Dacians, tin- 
able to live in fubjedlion, began, contrary to the late treaty, 
to raife men, provide arms, entertain deferters, fortify his 
caftles, and invite the neighbouring nations to join him 
againft the Romans as a common enemy. The Scythians 
were gained by his felicitations; but the Iazyges refufing 
to bear arms againft Rome, he invaded their country, and 
feized that part of it which bordered on the Danube. In 
confequence of thefe hoftilities, Decebalus was by the fe¬ 
nate declared an enemy ; and Trajan marched againft him 
in perfon. Decebalus, not finding himfelf in a condition 
to withftand him by open force, had recourfe tp deceit and 
treachery, fending alTafiins, under fbe name of deferters, to 
murder him; but one of thfcfe, being apprehended upon 
fulpiryon, and put to the torture, difeovered the whole 
plot, together with his accomplices, who were immediately 
feized and executed. Decebalus, failing in this attempt, 
invited Longinus, one of Trajan's favourites and chief com¬ 
manders, to a conference, offering to put an end to the 
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war, by fubmitting to the articles of the former treaty, with 
fomc fmall alteration. Longinus, not fufpe&ing any trea¬ 
chery, complied with the invitation : but Decebalus imme¬ 
diately feized him ; and, after having attempted in vain to 
make him reveal the defigns of the emperor, he wrote to 
Trajan, offering to releafe Longinus, upon condition that 
he would grant him an honourable peace, rellore the coun¬ 
try bordering on the Danube, and defray all the charges of 
the war-, adding, that, if thefeconditions were not com¬ 
plied with, he would inftantly put Longinus to death. 

Trajan returned him a judicious anfwer, neither feeniing to 
undervalue the life of his favourite, nor yet to ellimate it fo 
highly, as to purchafe it at too clear a rate. But while De¬ 
cebalus was deliberating abopt the meafures he lhould pur- 
fue, Longinus, by a dofe of poifon, which was privately 
conveyed to him by a freedman, deprived himfelf of life. 
Decebalus immediately difpatehed a centurion taken with 
Longinus, offering Trajan the body of the deceafed gene¬ 
ral, with ten captives, provided he would deliver up the 
freedman whom Longinus had fent, before he took the 
poifon, to the emperor, under colour of negotiating a 
treaty \ but Trajan would neither hear the propofal, nor 
even fuffer the centurion to return. 

In the mean time Trajan, that his troops might with Trajan 
more cafe pafsthe Danube, built a bridge over thatfpacious buildi a 
river, which, by the ancients, is ftyled the moll inagnifi- bridge 
cent and wonderful of all bis works, and the moll llately ™ ,r ^' 
fabric of that nature in tHe univerfe. It was compofed of *■ 
fquare Hone, ancf contained twenty arches, each of them 
one hundred and fifty feet above the foundation, and fixty 
feet in breadth, all diliant from each other one hundred 
and feventy feet. It was built where the river was nar- 
rowell, and confequently where the Itream was ilrongeft 
and moll rapid ; a circumftance which renders the fabric 
llill more Hupendous and amazing, on account of the al- 
moft infurmountable difficulties they mull have encountered 
in laying fo large a foundation k . The architect employed 
on this occalion was Apollodorus of Damafcus, who left a 
description of this great work 1 . ^Trajan ordered two cailles m 
to be built, to guard the bridge, one on the Rorqan, the 
other on the Dacian fide of the river. This Hupendous fa¬ 
bric was begun and ended in one fummer; but Trajan, not 
thinking it advifeable to enter Dacia upon the approach of 
winter, contented himfelf with making the neceffary pre- 


_ ► Dio, lib. Ixviii. p. 776, 
Jib, iv, cap. 6 . 
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pb rations for vigoroufly attacking the enemy early in the 
fpring. 

In the mean time the following confuls were chofen at 
Rome, Tiberius Julius Candidus, and Aulus Julius Quad- 
ratus, both for the fecond time. This year, the eighth of 
Trajan’s reign, a deadful earthquake overturned in Afia the 
cities of Elea, Myrine, Fitamc, and Cunne 5 and in Greece 
the cities of Opus and Oritse “. Adrian difcharged for a 
time the office of tribune of the people, and then went to 
Irajm attend Trajan in the war againft the Dacians. The empe- 
avainft tfit Tor earl y * n l ^ e fp r ‘ n g pafled the Danube on the bridge he 
Dadans. had built, and, entering the enemy’s country, purfued the 
war with more prudence than expedition, unwilling to ex- 
pofe his men to unneceflary dangers He often encamped 
on deep and barren mountains 0 ; was obliged to divert ri¬ 
vers into new channels, and to attempt and perform things, 
himfelf to w h»ch, were they not well attefted, would feem altogether 
gnat dan- fabulous. He gave many fignal inftances of his perfonal 
gen. courage ; and the foldiers, animated bv his example, chear- 
Yr. of FI. fully underwent all the hardihips of laborious warfare. At 
A*D + io6 Trajan made himfelf mailer of the capital of Dacia, 

U.C. 85+! an< ^ of f be whole country; infomuch that Deceba- 

, lus, feeing himfelf dripped of his dominions, and dreading 

Makei to fall into the hands of the conqueror, chofe rather to put 

himfelf an end to his life, than to live in fubje&ion, or acknowlege 
ma/rr of himfelf vanquifhed. His head was immediately brought to 
\f Dacia, Trajan, and by him fent to Rome. He had concealed his 
which it treafures in a deep pit, which he caufe/i to be dug in the 
reduced to bed of the river Sargetia, nowldrig, having for that pur- 
* R ° man pofe turned the ftream into another channel, and afterwards 
province, brought it to its former courfe. He fccured his rich move¬ 
ables in deep caves, which he caufed to be dug by captives, 
whom he immediately after put to death, that they might 
not difeover the fecret; but Bacilis, one of his chief fa¬ 
vourites and confidents, being taken in this war, difeovered 
the whole to Trajan, who feized both the treafurc, and va¬ 
luable moveables, of the deceafed prince P (Z). Dacia being 

* 

■ Eufeb. Chron. ■ Dio, p. 776. ' Plin.lib. viii. 

epift. 9| p Dio, lib. Ixi*. p, 787. 

(Z) We are told, that, not- a lading monument of thevic- 
withdanding this difeovery, tories gained by that prince 
great riches were found in thofe over the Dacians: atleall, ma- 
places many ages after, which ny of the remarkable events of 
had efcaped Trajan. The fa- this war are exprefied in the 
tnous column of Trajan is baffo relievo of that pillar, 
thought to have been railed for 

entirely 
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entirely fubdued, Trajan reduced it to a Roman province, 
which was, according to Eutropius a thoufand miles in 
-ompafs. The Romans held it to the reign of the emperor 
Sallienus r ; during which time it was governed by a ma- 
dftrate, with the title of proprietor. Trajan built feveral tfa/y n- 
caftles in the country, and placed garrifons in them, to haiet 
keep the inhabitants in fubjeffion *. He likewife planted <” 

a great number of colonics, diftributing lands among the 
poor citizens of Rome, and of the other towns of Italy, 
who were willing to fettle in Dacia (A). 

Trajan, upon his return to Rome, triumphed over the Trajan'/ 
Dacians a fecond time ; caufed feveral medals to be (truck Jtctmd in. 
in memory of his victories, many of which are Hill preferv- umphover 
ed'; entertained the people with public banquets; with M, ~ 
fliews, in which ten thoufand gladiators entered the lifts; 
with combats of wild beads, of which above ten thoufand 
were killed ; and all kinds of diverfions, which laded one 
hundred and twenty-three days". The fame year is re- AraHaPe. 
markable for the entire reduftion of Arabia Petrsea by Au- '*■ 
lus Cornelius Palma, governor of Syria, after it had been 
long governed by its own kings. Trajan reduced, toge¬ 
ther with the Dacians, feveral nations in alliance with 
them ; fo that the fame of his conqueds reaching the mod 
didant countries, and evetf India, ambafiadors were fent 
from thence to congratulate him upon the fuccefs which 
had attended his arms. 

The next confuls were Cjrealis and L. Ceionius Commo- 
dus Verus, the father of L. ^Elius Verus, as is commonly 
fuppofed, who was created Csefar by Adrian. During their 

s Eutrop. p. 136. • Ruf. p. 550. * Gruter. p. 354. 

1 Occo, p. 101. ■ Dio, lib. Ixviii. p> 777- 

(A) The Hungarian writers by the name of Gradifch. In 
mention feveral cities in their Mtelia and Thrace feveral cities 
country, which were, on this borrowed their names rrom 
occafion, built or peopled by Trajan; for we find the city 
the Romans ; but the mod ce- of Trajanopolis in Thrace mcn- 
lebrated of all was Zermifcege- tinned by the ancients j that ot 
thufa, which, in feveral an- Uljjja in Upper Mcelia, now 
cient inferiptions, is ftyled Co- Servia; the cities of Plojmopo- 
Ionia Ulpia Trajana Augufta lis, which, no doubt, was io 
Dacia Sarmiz. It was eftablilh- called from Plotins, Trajan s 
ed by M. Scaurianus propraetor wife; and Marciaoopohs, the 
of Dacia, and continued fub- capital of Lower Mwfia, which 
jeft to the Romans at lead to took its name from Maruana, 
the death of the emperor Seve- the emperor s1 filler, an » 
rus. At prefent it is but a poor according to Jornandes, duul 
village in Traaiylvania, known by Trajan. adminif- 
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adminiftration, the Capitoline fports, efiablifhed by Domi- 
tian, were exhibited the fixth time, when the prize in poe¬ 
try was obtained by a child thirteen years old, named L. 
Valerius Fudens w . This year Trajan carried, at avail: 
charge, a road through the Palua Pontina, or Pontine 
Marfhes, the remains of which are ftill vifible *; and this, 
no doubt, is the Via Trajana, or Trajan’s Highway, men¬ 
tioned in feveral ancient infcriptions produced by Occoand 
Gruter *. Dio CalEus adds, that he ordered all the di- 
minilhed coin to be melted down, and mentions fevetal 
magnificent buildings, with which he embellilhed Rome: 
but of thefe we IhaU fpeak hereafter; for Trajan mult have 
only begun them this year, fince he left Rome in the month 
of October, and was at Antigch the beginning of the en- 
fuing year. However, before he departed for the Eaft, a 
conspiracy was formed againft him .by Craflus, and feveral 
other perfons of the firft quality ; but feafonably difcovered. 
The confpirators were tried, not by him (for ^ie declined 
being judge), but by the fenate, who condemned them to 
banilhment. 

The true motive of Trajan’s journey into the Eaft was a 
defire of glory, which he hoped to reap from a war with 
the Parthians, who rivalled the Romans themfelves in 
power, arid had feveral times «defeated their armies with 
great (laughter. The pretence he alleged for quarrelling 
with that nation, was, that Exedares, king of Armenia, 
had received his crown from the king'of Parthia ; whereas 
the Roman emperors claimed d right of difpofing of that 
crown ever fince the reign of Nero, who, in the year fixty- 
fixth, the twelfth of his empire, had crowned at Rome Tiri- 
dates king of Armenia. Trajan, who eagerly wanted to 
make war upon the Parthians, pretended to be highly af¬ 
fronted at the Parthian king’s giving the crown and royal 
enfigns to Exedares, and threatened him with war, if he 
refufed to comply with his juft demands. Cofrhoes de- 
fpifing his menaces; Trajan, who had already made the 
neceffary preparations'for this expedition, immediately left 
Rome, and crofted over into Greece. When Cofrhoes 
found he was determine^ he began to abate of his pride, 
and fept deputies to him with rich prefents, befeeching that 
he would not, upon fuch flight motives, engage the two 
empires in a bloody and deftruftive war : at the fame time 
he acquainted him, that Exedares, finding himfelf neither 
acceptable to the Romans, nor to the Parthians, had abdi- 

» Onuph- in Fall. p. ai6. * Dio, lib, lxviii. p. T)V 

i Grot, p- ijj- 

eated 



2 55 


The Roman Hijlory. 

catedthe crown, and befought Trajan to dirpofe of it in fa¬ 
vour of Parthamafiris. The ambafladors found Trajan at Ambaffa- 
Athens, and delivered their meffage ; to which the emperor dors fent to 
.replied, that friendfhip was fhewn by actions, and not by *"* , 

words; that he was going into Syria, and that there he p” s ,°[ llu ' 
fhould take fuch refolutions as he Ihould think proper. He ^“ r ,antm 
then difinifled the ambafladors, without accepting any of 
their prefents z . He purfued his journey through ACa Mi- He arrives 
nor, Cilicia, and the other provinces, to Seleucia in Syria, ttt Antioch. 
and from thence to Antioch, the capital of that province, 
which he entered, crowned with a branch of olive a . 

The following year’s confuls were Lucius Licinius Sura 
the third rime, and Caius Socius Senecio the fecond, who 
reflgned the fafees to Suranus and Servianus. During Abgarus 
Adrian’s refidence in Antioch, Abgarus, or, as fome call *"'? o/E- 
him, Augarus, prince of Edefla in Mefopotamia, fent him an * 
prefents, and declared a Cncere deflre of living in friend- p r j acllf 
fliip with him and the people of Rome ; but as he equally ftndpre- 
feared the Romans and Parthians.andwasdefirous to pleafe fentsto 
both, he declined waiting upon him in perfon. The other Tra i an ‘ 
petty princes in that neighbourhood came perfonally to of¬ 
fer their fervice to the emperor, and brought with them, 
according to the cuftom of the eaftern countries, rich pre¬ 
fents (B). Trajan received, all the princes, who came to 
attend him, with great demonftradons of kin Jncfs, accept¬ 
ed their gifts, and pretended to repofe an entire confidence 
in them. Having made the neceflary preparations for his The king of 
intended expedition, he left Antioch, bending his march Armenia 
towards Armenia, tvhen Parthamafiris, who had written to 
him before, and ftyled him king of Armenia, fent him a ^ eror> 
fecond letter (for Trajan had returned no anfwer to. the 
firft), wherein he omitted the title of king, and defired, 
that M. Junius, governor of Cappadocia, might be appoint¬ 
ed to treat with him. Trajan fent only the fon of Junius, -who f<ixes 
and, in the mean time, purfued his march, making him- feveral 
felf mailer of feveral places, without the leaft refiftance. At 
Sata, or rather Satala, a city in Armenia Minor, the emperor 
was met by Anqnialus king of the Heniochi, a people of 
Circailia on the Euxine Sea, and of the Maheloni, of whom 
we find no farther mention in hifttfry. Trajan receive^ him 

* Dio, lib. Ixviii. p. 778. » UiTer. Not. in AS. Ignat, p. 35. 

Loud. aon. 16+7. 

(B) One among the reft pre- down, bowed his head to the 
feated him with a llately cour- ground, and adored him, as he 
fer, which, as he was brought had been taught for that pur- 

before the emperof, kneeled pofe, . 

with 
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with- all poffible demonftrations of kindnefs, ahd made Kim 
' rich prefents, in order to attach him to his intercft. 

** rti "£ Upon his arrival at Elegia, in the Greater Armenia, Par-* 

viaiuupan ^“afiris came t0 wait upon him, and folicit the crown oT 
km n per- Armenia. Trajan received him fcated upon a throne or 
fu. tribunal, and attended by the chief officers of his army. 

As Parthamaliris approached, he took off his crown, and 
laid it at the emperor’s feet, without uttering a Angle word, 
not doubting but he would immediately return it to him. 
In the mean time the foldiers, elated to fee the king of Ar¬ 
menia, though fupported by the whole power of the Par¬ 
thian empire, obliged to fubmit, and refign his crown to 
their general, congratulated him upon it with loud Ihouts; 
which fo terrified Parthamaf ris, that he attempted to with¬ 
draw, but finding himfelf furrounded on all fidcs, he de- 
fired to fpeak to Trajan in private. He was accordingly 
carried into the emperor’s tent; but Trajan, difliking his 
propofals, and refuting to comply with them, he left the 
tent in a rage, and endeavoured to make his efcape out of 
the camp. But Trajan having ordered him to be brought 
back, again afeended the tribunal, and defired the prince 
to repeat, in the hearing of all, the propofals he had made 
in private, and his anfwers, that perfons who were ignor¬ 
ant of what had palled between*them, might not give falfe 
accounts of the conference, and mifreprefent it to the 
world. Parthamaliris, no longer able to contain himfelf, 
told Trajan, that he had neither been conquered nor taken 
prifoner; that he came voluntarily, believing no injury 
would have been offered him, and that he (hould receive 
his kingdom of Trajan as Tiridates had done of Nero. 
frtjan re- Trajan replied, that Armenia belonged to the Romans, 
/■/« him and that it (hould receive a Roman governor, and be no 
wt'Armenia l° n g er a kingdom ; that, as for Parthamaliris, he gave him 
liberty to retire whither he pleafed. Accordingly he dif- 
miffed him, and the Parthians who attended him, and ap¬ 
pointed a guard, that they might not be infulted by the fol- 
diery, or raife difturbances; he detained tfce Armenians'as ■ 
fubjeftsof the Roman empire, and*ordered them to return 
a to their refpeftive dwellings. Parthamaliris endeavoured 
.to maintain himfelf in his kingdom by force of arms; but 
loft his life in the attempt j fo that Trajan made himfelf 
mailer of Armenia, which he reduced to a Roman pro- 
prrumet, vince*. 

Upon theTeduftion of Armenia feveral princes fubmitted 
to Trajan j amongft whom are mentioned the kings of Ibe- 

i> Dio,lib. laviii. p. 779. Arrian, infttrip. Pont, Euxin. p. 7. En¬ 
trap. in Vie. Trajan. 
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Ha, larmatia, Bofporus, and Colchis'. He appointed i 
king to rule over the Albanians, and bellowed that dignity 
on Julianus, prince of the Apfiles, whole country bordered 
* >T>n the Euxine Sea, having for its metropolis the city of 
Diofcuris, afterwards called Sebaftopolis. The emperor 
having left garrifons in all the fortrefles of Armenia, 
advanced to the city of Edefla in Mefopotamia, where he 
wa 3 treated in a very friendly manner by Abgarus, king of 
that diftrift. Abgarus had before fent him feveral pre- 
fents; but put off, under various pretences, waiting upon 
him in perfon. However, Trajan, by the mediation of 
Abgarus’s fon, Arbandes, a very comely youth, received 
his excufes, and admitted him to his friendlhip. Abgarus 
made a grand entertainment fjr the emperor and the chief 
officers of his army, at which Arbandes, who was perhaps 
too much beloved by Trajan, diverted him with dancing 
after the manner of his country 1 . Manes, the chief of one 
of the Arabian nations, Sporaces, prince of Anthemufia, a 
province of Mefopotamia, Mebarfapes, king of Adiabene, 
and Manifares, prince of fome diftrict in that neighbour¬ 
hood, declared, that they were ready to join Trajan ; but, 
in the mean time, delayed meeting him : fo that the em¬ 
peror began to diltruft them, efpecially after the treachery 
of Mebarfapes, who havingslemanded and obtained a body 
of troops to.protefl his dominions, as he pretended, againll 
the Parthians, put molt of them to the fword r and held 
the reft in captivity. Amonglt the latter was a centurion, 
named Sentius, who, as Tfajan, highly provoked at this 
treachery, approached a place of great Itrength, called 
Ademyftresj where he was confined, found means to break 
his chains, and, with the alRltance of his fellow-captives, 
killed the governor of the fort, and opened the gates to the 
Romans. Trajan, now mailer of fo ftrong and important 
a place, advanced boldly into Mefopotamia, and reduced 
great part of it by the terror of his name. 

As the greatelt part of Adiabene lay beyond the Tigris, 
Trajan built a bridge over that river, which is reprefented 
on feyeral medals that have reached our times'. The cities 
of Nifibe and Batue made a vigorous defence > but in the 
end were obliged to fubmit. We know not what ,mea- 
fures Cofrhoes took, or what attempts he made, to Hop 
Trajan’s conquelts (C). LuGus Quietus diftinguiflied him- 

* Eutrop. in Vit. Trajan. * Dio, lib. lxviii. p. 7 So. ■ Oeco, 

p. *05. Birig. ,j7. 

(C) We fliould be able to tranfa£Hons, if the Parthian 
give a better account of thelp hiftory, compofed by Arrian, 
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Lufui fdf above all the commanders employed by Trajan ill this 
i‘tv dijuu- war. He was an African, and born in a country not rub¬ 
s';'/®" . jefl: to Rome; but neverthelefs ferved in the Roman ca- 
iltiiMd' ?alr y- he was degraded and difinifled for fome mifde-w» 
i'rtjju’i meanour, either by Domitian or Nerva. Trajan wanting 
iMir worr. Moors in his wars with the Dacians, took this prince again 
into the ferrice, with a body of his countrymen and depen¬ 
dents, at the head of whom he performed wonders, both 
in the firft and fecond Dacian war r . In the Parthian war 
he ferved with fuch courage and fuccefs, that Trajan ho¬ 
noured him with the coniulate, and, towards the end of 
his reign, appointed him governor of Paleftine, in reward 
for a iignal victory which he gained over the Jews of Me- 
fopotamia s - His reducing the Mardi, a people of Ada, 
near Armenia, and not far fVom the Cafpian Sea, is men¬ 
tioned as what mod eminently contributed to his glory and 
preferment. Ammianus Marcellinus extols him as one of 
the greateft captains that ever bore aims for the Romans b - 
We are told, that Trajan had fuch a friendship and efteem 
for him, that he entertained thoughts of naming him for 
his fucceflor, though he was not even born a fubjeft of the 
empire. In the next fix years we find nothing recorded by 
the compilers of the ancients, except the names of the con- 
fuls, the highway made by Trajan from Beneventum to 
Brundufium, the burning of the pantheon by lightning, the 

’ Dio, in Excerpt. Valef. p. 710. lib. Ixviii. p. 773. Spart. in Aur. 
Them ill. orat.xvL E Eufeb, Ijb. iv. cap. 1. 11 Ammian. 

lib. xxix. 

who flouriihed at this time, on nent manner, both as a foldier 
purpofe to difplay the exploits and a general, Marius Maxi- 
of Trajan, and by him divided mus, Fabius Marcellinus, Au- 
intofeventeen books, had reach- rebus Verus, Statius Valens, 
ed us (1): but that work being Ammianus Marcellinus, and 
long unce loft, and many other DioCaffiut, wrote his life, ei- 
hiftories of thefe times (for un- ther by itfelf, or in the body 
der no prince there flouriihed a of the Roman hiftoiy. But 
greater number of celebrated none of the works of thefe au- 
niftorians than under Trajan) thorv are now remaining; fo 
we are with no prince’s at- that we are obliged to recur to 
chievejnentB left acquainted the Abridgment of Dio Cafliua 
than wkh Trajan’s. (Not to by Xiphilin, and to the flill 
mention the many writers who more compendious and undi- 
have deferibed the Parthian gelled writings of Aurelius Vic- 
War, in which Trajan diftin- tor and Eutropius. 
guiflied himfelf in a very emi- 

(i) Phot. cap. 15. . 
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deftruftiofi of feme cities in Galatia by an earthquake, and 
dedication of the great fquare at Rome, which took its name 
from Trajan. The confute were Appius Annius Trebo- 
’ "manus Gallus, and Marcus Attilius Metellus Bradua ; Au* 
lus Cornelius Palma the fecond time, and L. Tulius ; Prif- 
cinus, or Prifcianus, and Orfitus; Caius Calpurnius Pifo, 
and M. Vettius Bolanus; Trajan the fixth time, and Titus 
Sextius Bolanus ; Lucius Publius Celfus the fecond time, 
and Caius Clodius Crifpinus; Quintus Ninnius Holla, and 
Publius Manilius Vopifcus. Thefe were confujs from the 
eleventh to the feventeenth year of Trajan’s reign in- 
clufircly; that is, from the xoBth to the 114th of the 
Chriflian xra. 

The eighteenth year of Trlean’s reign, and 115 th of the 
Chriitian xra, was remarkable for the viftories gained by 
that great commander over the Parthians, and for which 
he affirmed the title of emperor the feventh, eighth, and 
ninth times 1 . Whatever gave occafion to hoftuities (for Heeonfiiht 
hiftory is filent upon this head), Trajan, before he left Sy- 
ria, fern, at the requeft of his friends, to enquire of the 4 
oracle of Heliopolis in Phoenicia, whether he fhould return 
from this war to Rome. The oracle replied, as ufual, in 
ambiguous terms, which might be interpreted either way. 

Trajan, putting the moll favourable conftruftion upon thefe 
mylterious words, early in the fpring left Syria, and march* 
ed againft the Parthians encamped on the other fide of the 
Tigris. As the river was not fordable, and the enemy pof- 
fefied, with a numerous army, the oppofite bank, he caufed 
a great number of boats to be privately built in the woods 
of Nifibisj which being conveyed upon carriages to the 
fhore, a bridge Was fuddenly formed over the river, which 
Trajan pafled in fpite of the utmoll efforts of the enemy, HepaJJtt 
who greatly annoyed him with Ihowers of arrows, till he i!,t Tt V !S , 
fentfeveral boats againft them, manned with archers and Iftcaii. 
(lingers, and ordered others to move up and down the river, 
as rf they were attempting to land in other places. This dif- 
po fit ion fo dill rafted the Parthians, already difeouraged and 
furprifed at the fight of*fo many veflela in a country almoft 
deftitute of wood, that they fled, ajid fuffered the Roman ar¬ 
my to pafs the river without farther moleftatiofl. y raj an 
conquered the kingdom of Adiabene, which he had reduced 
in the former war, but perfiaps rellored upon the conclu- 
fion of the peace. He likewife fubdued the country which ReJurti 
at that timellill retained the name,of Aflyria, .and in which 
Rood the city of Ninos or Nineve, and Arbela and Gau- 

1 Gruter.p, 11I. Goltz, p. 65, 66 , 
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gamela, two places famous in hiltory, on account of the 
victories of Alexander the Great. 

As the Farthians were greatly weakened by domeltic 
wars, and ftill divided among themfelves, Trajan advanced 91 
to the celebrated city of Babylon, of the power and great* 
nefs of which we have read fucb wonders. He entered it 
without oppoGtion, and reduced its large territory, where 
the Roman llandards had never before been difplayed. By 
this acquifition he becarqe matter of thofe rich and noble 
countries, .Aflyria and Chaldsea. There he was attracted 
by curioGty to viGt their lake of bitumen, which was made 
ufe of in building the famous walls of Babylon. Afterwards 
he began a canal between the Euphrates and the Tigris, in 
order to convey his veiTels oqt of the former into the latter, 
and with them lay a bridge over the Tigris, being refolved 
to beGege Ctefipbon, Gtuated on that river : but being in¬ 
formed that the bed of the Euphrates was much higher than 
that of the Tigris, he abandoned the de&gn, fearing the 
ltream would become too rapid, and confequently not na¬ 
vigable k . However, Ammianus Marcellinus allures us, 
that the emperor Julian, having removed the Rones with 
which the mouth of the canal was (lopped, conveyed his 
veflels through that cut from the Euphrates into the Tigris, 
a little above CteGphon 1 . This canal was called Naar- 
malca, that is, the River of Kings. Trajan, dreading the 
above mentioned inconvenience, did not think it advifeable 
to make ufe of the canal. He ordered his veflels to be 
tranfported upon land-carriage# from the Euphrates to the 
Tigris, thcfe two rivers being, in fome places, at a fmall 
diltance from each other; and having formed a bridge with 
them, pafled his army over the Tigris, and made himfelf 
mailer of Seleucia, and likewife of the great city of CteG- 

S 'ion, the metropolis of the Parthian, and afterwards of 
e Perflan empire m . Upon his entering that city he was 
proclaimed emperor by the army, who with loud acclama¬ 
tions con&rmed the title of Parthicus, which he had fir(l 
- gained by the reduction of NiGbis. At CteGphon he took 
the daughter of Cofrhoes prifoner,land feized the throne 
of the Parthian kings, which was of mafly gold". Cofrhoes 
himfelf made his efcape, and was living in the reign of 
Adrian. Trajan haying acquainted the fenate with the 
fuccefs that had attended him in this expedition, a decree 
pafled, allowing the conqueror of the Parthians to enter 
Rome in triumph as often as.hepleafed °. The reduction 


k Dio, p. 7!+. _ 1 Ammian. lib. xjciy. 

jan. 0 Spart. in Adr. * Dio, ibid. 
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of clefiphon put him in poflelEon of all the neighbouring 
countries. Eutropius relates, that he reduced the Marco- 
mades, the Cardueni, AnthemiGa, a large province of Per- Rtdttces 
’ Tia, fays that writer, and all the countries lying between f , ' verat . 
Babylon and India. cnnintt. 

At Babylon he viGted the houfe in which Alexander the 
Great died, and performed fome ceremonies in honour of 
that famous conqueror *. Ammianus Marcellinus writes, 
that in his time Trajan’s tribunal was ftill Handing at a city 
in the neighbourhood of Babylon, which he calls Ozogar- 
dene ’. Trajan reduced Armenia, Mefopotamia, and Affy- Ajyia 
ria, to the condition of Roman provinces ; fo that the em- made a 
pire now extended even beyond the Tigris. How he dif- Roma " 
pofed of the country of the Pfrthians, we {hall relate here- f r ° v,nl, ‘ 
after. Towards the end of autumn, Trajan returned to 
Antioch, which was that winter almoft entirely ruined by 
one of the molt dreadful earthquakes mentioned in hif- 
tory (D). 

The 

T Ainmian. lib. xxiv.p, *63. * Eutrop. ibid. 


(D) That city was then 
crowded with troops, and Gran¬ 
gers affembled from all quartefi, 
either out of curiofity, or upon 
bufinefs and embaflies; fo that 
there was fcarce a nation or pro¬ 
vince but what lhared in the 
calamity; and all the Roman 
world, fays Dio Caffius, fuffered 
in one city. The earthquake 
was preceded by violent claps 
of thunder, unufual winds, ahd 
a dreadful noife under-ground: 
then followed fo terrible a (hock, 
that the earth feemed in the 
mod horrid convulGons, feveral 
houfes were overturned, and 
others tolled to and fro* like a 
(hip at fea: the noife of the 
cracking and burlling of the 
timber, of the falling of the 
houfes, and a difmaland tremen¬ 
dous roaring, drowned the cries 
of the affrighted people. Thofe 
who happened to be in their 
houfes, were, for the molt part, 
buried under their ruins ; fuch 
as were walking in the Greets, 


and in the fquares, were by the 
violence of the Ihock dafhed a- 
gainft one another, and moll of 
them either killed, or danger- 
oully wounded. As (he earth¬ 
quake continued, with foine 
(mall intermilGon, for feveral 
days and nights fucceflively, 
thoufands perilhed by it, and, 
among the red, the conful Mar¬ 
cus redo Vereilianus, with 
many perfons or great diftinc- 
tion. The moft violent Ihock 
happened, as we read in the 
aifli of St. Ignatius, on a Sun¬ 
day, the twenty-third of De¬ 
cember. Trajan himfelf was 
much hurt, butneverthelefsef- 
caped through a window of the 
houfe where he was. Dio Caf- 
fius pretends, that he tfas taken 
out, and carried away, by one 
who, in tallnef8, exceeded the 
human fixe. The fame writer 
adds, that Mount Lifon, which 
flood at a fmall dillance from 
Antioch, bowed with its top, 
and threatened to fall upon the 
S 3 ciry i 
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The nest co&fuls were L. Julius Lamia and &lfanus 
Verua. From an inscription ol this year, the nineteenth 
of Trajan’s reign, we learn, that the Senate and people of 
Rome returned the emperor Solemn thanks for having faci-“" 
litated the entry into Italy on the fide of the Adriatic fea, 
The peri tf by a port made by his order at Ancona. Upon the return 
A*tma. of the Spring, Trajan, leaving Antioch, viGted the con¬ 
quered countries; and finding them all in a Hate of tran- 
Traian (juility, he embarked on, board his fleet, and failed down 
jaih drum the Tigris, being defirous to view the Perfian gulf. The 
the Tirrii ftorms, the rapidity of the river, and the tides, rendered 
intuke his navigation both troubiefomc and dangerous. However, 
he made himfelf mailer of Mefene, an ifiand formed by 
the Tigris, and obliged Athpmbylus, who reigned there, 
to pay him tribute. He was hofpitably received by the in¬ 
habitants of Charax Spafinte, the metropolis of Athamby- 
lus’s dominions, which molt geographers place at the mouth 
of the Tigris. It was, we conjedture, on this occafion. 

He reJueet that he reduced Arabia Felix. Trajan, having reached the 
Arabia ocean, as we read in Dio Caifius, and finding a (hip bound 
Felix. to India, wiihed he was young, that he might, like Alex¬ 
ander, extend his conqueils to that country '. Eutropius 
tells us, that he had a fleet ready equipped in the Red Sea, 
with a defign to invade India ; that he informed himfelf of 
the cuiloms, ftrength, and manner of fighting, of the In¬ 
dians ; and that he envied the happinefs of Alexander, who 
had Subdued them, and Extended his conqueils far beyond 
the bounds of the Roman empite. 

Trajan wrote to the fenate, acquainting them with the 
fuecefs of his arms, and the names of the Several nations 
which he had conquered. They decreed him extraordinary 
honours j among the reft that he fhould, upon his return 

r Dio, p. 7I4. 

city; that other mountains fell; felf, with her milk. Search 
that new rivers appeared ; and waa made for others; but no 
- others, that had flowed before, one belides was found alive, cx- 

forfook their courfe, and va- cept a ‘child that was ftill fuck- 
niihed. Whet the earthquake »ng its dead mother (1). 1 his 

1 ceafed, the voice of a woman dreadful earthquake is mention- 
Was heard crying under the ed by Eufebius, Aurelius Vic- 
rtiins; which being removed, tor, and Evagerius, who all 
ihe Was found with a fucking {peak of it as the ercateft cala- 
child is her arms, whom Ihe mity recorded in hiftory (a), 
bad kept alive, as well as her- 

' 0 ) Dio, lib. Ikviii. p. 7S1. Ignat. Afta, p. J], 5+. (*) Eufeb. 

Ckroa. p. so*. & kb- i. cap. it, 

ta 
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to Aome, triumph over each particular nation which he Exirair- 
had fubdued: a triumphal arch was built in his own forum, dinary in¬ 
to perpetuate the memory of his conquefts; and the peo- ”° ur ‘ *' 
‘pie of Rome made preparations to receive him with the 'ii'iht "" 
utmoft pomp upon his return. But he never returned to jtnate. 
Rome 3 nor was the end of his actions anfwerable to the 
beginning. For moft of the nations, which he had con¬ 
quered, revolted and fhoolc off the yoke, after having 
driven out or maffacred the gasri firms that had been left 
amongft them. The Jews, who had been difperfed into all 1 he Jnui 
parts of the world, raifed a dreadful rebellion in all the "■*"* in 
provinces of the empire, encouraged by the abfence of the 
emperor, a ad the late terrible earthquake, which, as they ^ 
imagined, portended the rui/i and downfall of the Roman 
empire. The example of the Jews was followed by moft MtH ,/ tkt 
of the countries which Trajan had conquered, the inhabit- cwntuts 
ants rifing every-where up in arms, and murdering, or ex- ™"£? ,r ‘* 
pelling the Roman garrifons. Againft them the emperor „velr“' ‘ 
difpatched Lulius Quietus, and L. Appius Maximus, who ’ 
were attended with very different fuccefs 5 for Maximus 
was defeated and killed; by whom hiftory does not inform 
us: but Lulius diftinguiftied himfelf as ufiial, gained great but art 
advantages over the enemy, recovered the city of Hifibis, •gain «• 
hefieged, ftormed, and laid in alhes, the city of Edeffa. 

On the other hand, Erucius Clarus, and Julius Alexander, 
two other commanders of the emperor, retook the city of 
Seleucia upon the_Tigris^ and feveral others, which had 
fhaken off the yol^e. Lulius was, for his gallant conduct, 
rewarded with the government of Paheftine ', no doubt, 
to keep that province in awe, which was chiefly inhabited 
by Jews, and Teemed inclined, as Spartian informs usto 
revolt, and raife new commotions in the empire. For thefe 
advantages, and the recovery of his conquefts, Trajan af- 
fumed the tenth and laft time the title of emperor. During 
thefe difturbances, Sambelus, king of Mefenfi, continued 
faithful to Trajan. Neither did the Parthians make any at¬ 
tempts towards the recovery of their liberty: but Trajan, 
apprehenfive they would foon lhake off the yoke, thought 
it advifeable to conciliate them, f by giving them, infteadof 
a Roman governor, a king of their own nation. '\^th this 
defign he repaired to CteGphon 3 where having aflcmbled in 
a large plain the Romans and Parthians, he afcended a high 
throne, and declared Parthamafpates king of the Parthians, ^' a ] an 
placing, with great pomp and folemnity, the crown upon 
his head. Parthamafpates, whom Spartian calls Ffama- 

• Dio, in Excerpt. Val, p. 710. 1 Spart. in Adr. p. <> 

S 4 tefliris. 



£64 


Yr. of FI. 

14$$. 

A. IX 118. 
U. C. 866. 

He befieges 

Atra\ 


but raifts 
the fiege. 


h taken hi, 
ahdfits fail 
Jar Italy, 


The Roman Hytoiy. 

teflins, continued faithful to the Romans but was deAiifed 
by the farthiaos as a flave to Rome, and retained &arce anv 
authority over them. * 

In the following year, the twentieth and lad of Traian’f 
reign, Niger and Apronianus being confuls, the emperor 
inarched into Arabia, and made war upon the Hagareni 
or Agareni, who had likewife revolted. What part of 
Arabia they inhabited we cannot determine, fince we find 
no farther mention m a( )e of them, till the times of the 
Lonftantinopolitan empire, when the name of Hagareni 
became common to the Saracens and Arabians in general 
The emperor befieged their city, which by Xiphilin is called 
An a. It was neither great nor beautiful, fays Dio Caflius 
but thought to be very opulent, as the fun was worihipped 
there, a circumftance which drew crowds of people thither 
with rich prefents from the neighbouring countries. It was 
fituated 011 the top of a high and deep mountain, well 
peopled, and furrounded with ftrong walls ». But its chief 
llrength confided in the bsrrennefs of the neighbouring 
country, deditute of grafs, wood, and even of water; fo 
that a numerous army could pot long fubfid before it: hence 
it was neither taken now by Trajan, nor afterwards by Se- 
verus, though they had both made a breach in the wall, 
lrapn narrowly efcaped being killed in one of the attacks; 
for having laid afidc the enfigns of his dignity, that he 
might not be known, he headed his men in perfon : but the 
enemy difeovering him, notwithdanding that difguife, by 
his grey hairs, and majedic Air, aimed chiefly at him, 
wounded his horfe, and killed a foldier* by his fide. Be¬ 
tides, as often as the Romans advanced to the attack, they 
Were driven back by violent dorms of wind, rain, and hail, 
and dreadful flalhes of lightning. At the fame time, they 
were in a Grange manner infeded in their camp by fwarms 
Df flies: fo that Trajan was obliged to raife the fiege, and 
retire, boon after, as he was advanced in years, and worn 
out with fo many toils, he was feized with a dropfy and 
p^lfy, whmh he hirafelf aferibed to poifon, but others 
thought natural. However, he was dill for returning into 
tD ret * Hce f° rae places which had revolted. 

His didemper increafijfg, he left the command of the 
army tt> Adrian, whom he appointed governor of Syria, and 
embarked for Italy. It was no foonerknown that he had fet 
fail, than all the countries, which he had conquered at a 
Y . ex P ence of blood and treafure, and by expofing himfelf 
to innumerable dangers, (hook off the yoke, and recovered 


Dio, lib. Uviii, p, 785. 


w Heroditui, lib. iii, p, $,s. 
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their lurmer condition, in fpite of the troops he had left 
to keep them in fubje£tion. The Farthians drove out Far- 
thamafpates ; the Armenians chofc thenifelves a king; and 
The greateft part of Mefopotamia revolted from Rome, and 
fubmitted to the king of the Parthians. Thus all the pains 
he had taken, all the dangers he had undergone, and the 
immenfe fums he had expended, proved in the end, of no 
effeft. Upon his arrival at Selinus in Cilicia, which was 
afterwards from him called Trajuiopolis, he was feized 
with a flux, which in a very Ihort time put a period to his 
life. He died in the beginning of Auguft, after having 
reigned nineteen years, iix months, and fifteen days, from 
the death of Nerva to the eleventh of Auguft, (for we 
know not the precife day on wjiich he died), when Adrian 
received at Antioch the news of his death, which had been 
concealed for fome time, and thereupon caufed himfelf to 
be proclaimed emperor x . His body was was burnt at Se¬ 
linus, and his afhes were carried by his wife Plotina, and 
his niece Matidies, or Matidia, in a golden urn, to Rome, 
where they were received with extraordinary pomp, and de- 
pofited under the (lately column which he had erefted, 
though it Rood within the walls, where no perfon before 
him had been buried y . The Parthic fports were for many 
years celebrated in memorp of his victories in the Eaft *. 
Trajan left no children, nor are we told that he ever had 
any. He was fucceeded by Adrian, a circumftance which 
was rather owing to the favour of Plotina, than to any ex¬ 
traordinary kindnefs of Trajan towards him : for though 
the emperor was nearly related to him, had been his guar¬ 
dian, and given him his niece in marriage, yet he never 
took great notice of him *; nor did Adrian ever (hew any 
particular affeftion for Trajan (E). 

* Dio, p- 7 85 , Aurel. Epit. Julian. Caefar. p. 39. r Dio, 

lib. Ixik. p.788. Ciaccon. col. Traj. Vi a. Epit. * The- 

mift. Orat. xvi. * Spart. in Adr. p. 3, 


(E) Hence it was commonly 
believed, that Trajan did not 
adopt him; but that Plotina, 
who was a great friend to Adri¬ 
an, introduced, after the death 
of her hufband, a fuppofititious 
perfon, who, counterfeiting the 
voice of the dying emperor, 
declared, that he adopted A- 
drian. Dio Caflius tells us, in 
exprefs terms, that Trajan never 
adopted Adrian ; but that the 


whole affair was managed by 
Plotina and Atianus, or rather 
Tatianus, who had been, jointly 
with the emperor, Adrian’s 
guardian; and adds, (or this 
reafon the emperor’s death was 
for fome days concealed. This 
Dio Caffius learned of his fa¬ 
ther Apronianus, who, as he 
had been governor of Cilicia, 
where the emperor died, had 
thence certain intelligence of 
what 
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Great We fiball glofe the hiftory of this great emperor’! reign 
■wcrki per- with 4 fuceindt account of his noble and ufeful works. Au- 
fermti bj reijus Vidor fays he W39 the firft who introduced the ufe 
of poft-cbaifes; but that invention is generally aferibed fo ~ 
Auguftus b , and was probsbly only improved by Trajan, as 
it was after his time by feveral other emperors, as appears 
from Gothofredus, who treats of this fubjeft at length in 
his comments upon the Theodoiian code. He made, at an 
immenfe charge, a large and convenient road, leading 
through many barbarous nations, from the moft diftaiu 
coafts of the JEuxine Sea to thofe of the ocean in Gaul c . 
He built feveral magnificent libraries in Rome, and a ftately 
theatre in the Field of Mars ,l . He adorned the city with 
many magnificent edifices, enlarged the circus, repaired a 
great number of ancient buildings, and fupplied thofe quar¬ 
ters of the city with plenty of water, which by other 
Hi, fjuare princes had been negle&cd. But the moft magnificent of 
endtoluan. a ll his works was the great fquare, which be made at Rome, 
and called from his own name, having for that purpofe le¬ 
velled a hill a hundred and forty-four feet high. In the 
midft of the fquare, he eretJed the famous column, which 
is ftill Handing, to ferve him for a tomb, and at the fame 
time to (hew the height of the hill which he removed, as 
appears from the infeription on the balls, dated the feven- 
teenth year of his tribunitial power, which was the 114th 
of the Chriftian sera. The emperor Conftantius, when he 
came to Rome in 357, found nothing in that ftately me¬ 
tropolis which he admired fo’much as Trajan’s Square e . 
The architect employed by Trajan in this inimitable work, 
was one Apollodorus f . During this prince’s reign, moft 
of the provinces of the empire fuffered greatly by earth¬ 
quakes, and weregrievoufly afflifted with a dreadful plague, 
with famine, and frequent conflagrations *. At Rome the 
Tiber overflowed its banks with incredible violence, laid 
great part of the city underwater, overturned many houfes, 
and greatly damaged the fields s though Trajan caufed a 

* Vide Cod. Theodof. tom. ii. p. * Aur. Vift. 

* Plin. Paneg. p, 9$. Dio, lib. Ixviii. p. 778. ‘ Ammian. 

lib. xvi, p. 71. I Diet p. 789. a Vift. Epit. 

t 

what had palled at his death, but by Plotina, who had never 
Befides, the lettera written to before figned any of her.huf- 
the fenate concerning tins adop- baud’s ./patches (1). 
lion were not figned by Trajan, 

(1) Dio, lib. lxix. p. 787, 788. 

canal 
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cBDal(to be dug, in order to convey the water into Its na¬ 
tural channel 4 (F). 

Trajan, notvvithftanding his humanity and other amiable 
qualities, fuffered the Chriftmts to be perfecuted in moft 
provinces of the empire. As he publifhed no new edi£tj 
againft the Chriftian religion, he is not reckoned by Ter- 
tullian among the perfccutors of the church *. But that he 
was an enemy to the Chriitians, and highly prejudiced 
againft them, U manifeft from Pliny’s letter to him k , and 
his anfwer to Pliny. This may be afcribed to his behold¬ 
ing the Chriftians, who were already very numerous, and 
multiplied daily, with a jealous and fufpicious eye, as the 
underminerB of the religion of the empire, and enemies to 
the gods adored at Rome, and in all the Roman provinces. 
Befides, he accounted them dfablifhers of hetierke, or ille¬ 
gal focieties, which ufually breed factions and feditions | 
whence all focieties, or colleges, not authorized by an im¬ 
perial edift, or a decree of the fenate, were forbidden, and 
the perfons frequenting them adjudged guilty of treafou: 
but after he had been informed by Pliny of their innocence, 
he Could not, nor indeed did he entertain any finifter opi¬ 
nion of their difeipline : bat, neverthelefs, inftead of put¬ 
ting an immediate ftop to the perfecution, he fent directions 

» 

h Plin. lib. viii. ep, 17. * Baron, ad. Ann. iso. k PJin. 

lib. x. ep. 101. 

(F) Phlegon tells ns, that, in (lave of a knight, named Bute- 
Trajan’s time, a wenan was ces, voluntarily depofed, that 
delivered at Alexandria of five his matter, and feveral others of 
children the fame day, three the equeftrian order, had for a 
males, and two females, who long time carried on a criminal 
were brought up with great care converfation with three Veftals, 
by the emperor. The next year -£milia, Licinia, and Martia, 
the fame woman was delivered who were immediately punifh- 
of three children (a). We read ed, and the knights their ac- 
in Plutarch (3), that in Tra- complices. But the pontiffs, 
jan’s reign a Veftal, named Hel- having firft confulted the books 
vetia, going on horfeback^ was of the Sibyls, declared, that 
flruck dead with a flafh of light- the crime was to be expiated by 
ning, and thrown quite naked burying alive in the Forum 
on one fide, and her horfe on Boarium, or the Ox-raarket, 
theother; which the foothfayeri two men and two womqj, na- 
looked upon as prefaging fame- fives of Greece and Gaul; a 
thing highly diflionourable to barbarous expedient, which was 
Veftals, and the Roman knights, praftifed accordingly. 
Accordingly, not long after, the 


(3} Plut. Qjjeft. Rom, 
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(a) Fbteg. Mir, cap. 19. 
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Hiimnjafl into Bithynia, that no inquifition fliould be made f$r the 
prtatd- Chriftians, but that fuch as were accufed fhould be puni(h- 
hgimgau/ e j 5 which was; as Tertullian obfc/ves in his Apology *, de- 
fktm. claring them innocent, and at the fame time ordering thellT 
to be treated as criminals. This ordinance continued in 
force till the perfecution of Sever us, that is, for aimoft a 
whole century. As Trajan was a generous encourager of 
learning, under him the efforts of genius and ftudy began 
to revive and his reign became famous for a great num¬ 
ber of eminent hiftorians, poets, orators, and philofo- 
phers (G). C If A I\ 

> Tertull. Apol. cap. t. ■ Plin. Pan. p. 84. Tacit. Vit. 

Agr. cap. x, 3. 

I 

(G) Thefe were Julius Fron- military art, and published at 
tinus, Cornelius Tacitus, Pliny Antwerp in 1607. 
the younger, Pompeius Satur- Cornelius Tacitus, thegreat- 
ninui, Titinius Capito, Clau- eft orator, ftatefman, and hifto- 
dius Pollio, Verginius Roma- rian of his time, was, as is 
nus, Ac. Sextus Julius Fron- commonly fuppofed, thefon of 
tinus was prsetor in the firft Cornelius Tacitus, a Roman 
year of Vefpafian’s reign, but knight, and procurator of Bel- 
yielded that dignity to Domi- gic Gaul. He was pretor, un- 
tian, after having held it but o der Domitian, in the year of the 
one day, or two at molt. Chriftian zra 88, the feventh 
Some years after, he command- of that prince’s reign, and con¬ 
ed in Britain with great repu- ful under Nerva in 97, being 
tation and fuccefs, till the ninth t fubftituted to Verginius Rufus, 
year of Vefpafian’s reign, when whofe panegyric, or funeral 
he was fucceeded by the cele- oration, he compofed and pro- 
brated Agricola. He was ’a nounced (1). He married in 
. great civilian, and one of the 77, or 78, the daughter of the 
greateft commanders of his celebrated Cneius Julius Agri- 
tune. He wrote four books of cola (2). He pleaded at the 
Stratagems, which have reach- bar, even after he had been 
ed our times, and are fuppofed conful; and, by his eloquent 
to have been inferibed to Tra- fpeeches, gained the reputation 
jan. Nerva committed the of the greateft orator of his 
fountains and aquedufts of rime (3). He was much admir- 
Rome to his care ; on which ed b'y Pliny, who lived in clofe 
occaiion he wrote the treatffc of friendlhip with him, and by 
Aqueglufts, which has reached all men of learning, who e- 
us; as have done forae other fteemed it a great honour to be 
fmall pieces of his, and are to acquainted with a perfon of his 
J>e found in the collcftion which extraordinary accompHfhments 
Sl- riven us has made of the an- (4). Though he was the great- 
dents who have treated of the eft orator of his rime, he is now 

(1) Plin. lib. ii. ep. >. (*) Ta.cit. Vit. Agr. cap. 9. (3) Plin- 

lib. ii. epift. ■, ti. (4} Idem, lib. iv. epift. 13,13. fib. ix. ep. 10. 

known 
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CHAP. LVI. 

The Hiftory of Rome, from the Death of Tra- 
jan to the Death of Marcus Aurelius, when 
the Power of the Roman Empire began to 
decline. 


A DRIAN, who fucceeded Trajan in the empire, was 
the fon of -Ailius Adrianus Afer, couCn-german to 
that prince, and of Domitia Paulina, fprung from an 
illuftrious houfe in Cadiz. His family came originally 


known only by his hiftorical 
works, which can never be fuf- 
ficiently admired and com¬ 
mended. His life of Agricola, 
which Lipfius thinks one of 
the fincil pieces in the Latin 
tongue, was, as we conjeflure 
from the preface, one of the 
firft pieces he compofed, and 
probably publifhed in the verj? 
beginning of Trajan’s reign. 
The work, which comprifes the 
lives of the emperors, from 
the death of Galba to that or 
Domitian, ought to be placed 
hext; for, in his Annals, he re¬ 
fers the reader to his account of 
the reign of Domitian (5). 
That work, which is by Ter- 
tullian (6), and other ancients, 
called the Hiftory of Tacitus, 
comprifed the tranfaftions of 
the Romans, both at home and 
abroad, from the year 69 to 
the year 96, of the Chriftian 
sera ; but only his account of 
the year 69, and part of the 
year 70, has reached our times. 
Having ended his hiftory, he 
began his Annals (for fo he 
himfelf jlyles them} from the 


from 

death of Auguftu 3 to the reign 
of Galba, in which there are 
many conliderable c fra fins. He 
had referved, as he himfelf tells 
us (7), for the ftudy and em¬ 
ployment of his old age, the 
reigns of Nerva and Trajan; 
but that work, it feems, he 
never undertook, no mention 
being made of it by any of the 
ancients. He likewife propofed 
writing the hiftory of Au- 
guftus’s reign; but St. Jerom 
knew of no other hiftorical 
works of TacituB, except his 
Hiftory and Annals, which 
were in all thirty books (8). 
Of thefe are now remaining, not 
without feveral chafms, only 
fix teen books of his Annals, and 
five of his Hiftory. 

Pliny was a native of Co- 
mum, 1 now Como, the fon of 
L. Ciecilius, by the lifter of 
Pliny the elder, by whom he 
waj adopted, and thence took 
the name of C. Plinius Cteci- 
lius Secundus (9). He was 
born in the eighth year of 
Nero’s reign, the 61 ft of the 
Chriftian zra, and ftudied elo- 


(s) Tacit. Anna), cap. u. (6) Tertull. Ap- cap. 16. Sc lih. 
de Speflac. (7) Tacit. Hill, lib. i. cap. 1, (8) Hicr. inZac. 

(j) Plin. Prol. k Jib. r. ep. 8. 
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•Way his eft ate, and contracted great debts; whichlwith 
his other vice*, Servianus took care to exaggerate to the 
emperor, in order to eftrange his mind from him, and pre¬ 
sent his adopting him; for Servianus entertained 
indifferent opinion of Adrian, and believed that Rome 
could never be happy under fuch a prince: for, notwith- 
ftanding he was a perfon of moil extraordinary parts, and 
pofleffed fome great virtues, yet they were allayed with no 
lefs vices. 

He was endowed with a memory almoft beyond belief; 
he could repeat a whole book, however difficult and intri¬ 
cate the fubjeft, after having once perufed it; he knew the 
name of every foldier in the army, and remembered all 
thofe who had once ferved under him, though they had 
been long difbanded. He excelled in every branch of learn¬ 
ing, and was, without comparison, the beft orator, poet, 
grammarian, philofopher, and mathematician of his time ; 
thoroughly (killed in phyiic ; well acquainted with the vir¬ 
tues and properties of moil herbs and minerals ; in draw¬ 
ing and painting he was equal to the greateft mailers, and 
fung and played upon all kinds of inftruments, fo as to be 
reckoned the moil ikilful muGcian of the age. He even 
applied himfelf to the ftudy of judicial ailrology and ma¬ 
gic. He ufed at the fame timf to write, dictate to feveral 
fecretaries, give audience to his miniiters, and difeourfe 
with them about affairs of the greateft importance ; for no 
man was better acquainted with his domeftic affairs than 
he with thofe of the whole efaipir?. His court was con- 
(lantly crowded with philofophers, orators, poets, and ma¬ 
thematicians, for whom he always ihewed a particular 
efteem, and took great pleafure in difputing with them, chal¬ 
lenging the poets by extemporary verfes, at which he had 
an extraordinary talent. Having one day excepted againil 
an expreffion ufed by Favorinus, that philofopher modeftly 
yielded, though he might have'produced, out of good au¬ 
thors, fufficient authority for his expreffion; which fclf- 
denial feeming ftrange to his friends, “ Do you think (faid 
Favorinus pleafantly), that I will pee tend to be more learn&d 
than one who has thirty legionB at his command * ?” 

In the beginning of hft reign,, he gave many inftances of 
his clemency and condefceniion ; but afterwards caufed fe¬ 
veral perfons to be unjuilly put to death: whence fomc 
writers extol him as a moil merciful prince, while others 
reprefent him as naturally inclined to cruelty, but often for- 

r Spart. in Adr. p. i—j. Ammian. lib. xxx. Dio, lib. lxix. 

P■ 75°' 
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giving injuries, through fear of undergoing the fate of Ca¬ 
ligula Nero, of Domitian. In the beginning of his reign, 

Tatj/ iuB advifed him to condemn three perlons, who, he 
(at a, would not fail to excite difturbanccs 5 namely, Bebius 
Macer, governor of Romej Laberius Maximus, and Craffias 
Frugi, of whom the two latter had confpired againft Tra¬ 
jan, and were then in exile: but the.emperor would not 
hearken to any fuggellions againft them, faying, it would 
be altogether unjuft and tyrannical to punifli any one for a 
crime which he was only likely to commit He allowed 
free accefs to his perfon, and feemcd never better pleafed 
than when they fpoke to him freely, or reminded him of 
his faults (H) 

He was courteous and affable towards perfona of all ranks, dfanf >0 M 
converfed familiarly with his friends, andvifited them, nay, J run <bi 
and his freedmen, when indifpofed, twice or thrice a day, 
comforting them in their ficknefs, and afiifting them with 
his advice. He frequently entertained them at his table, 
and honoured them with his compafiy at their houfes, with¬ 
out being invited, converting more like a private perfon 
than a prince. He refufed them nothing which he thought 
rcafoaable to grant, and enriched fomc who had never aiked 
him the leaft favour r . At the fame time he gave ear to butgivn 
flanderers, and believed ever} tale.that was whifpered againft tar to 
them ; whence all thofe whom he had moll favoured, and yknirw/,. 
raffed to the higheft honours, were in the end difgraced, 
treated as enemies, and either put to death or baniftied. 

His liberality knew»no bounds; he allotted large fums for His Hbtr- 
the maintenance of poor children of both fexes, and in that 

q Span. p. id. • Idem. p. 7. Dio, p. 791. 

(H) A woman having one one day, with great clamour in 
day applied to him on occaiion the theatre, fomething which 
of a vexatious law-fuit, the em- Adrian was not inclined to grant 
perur told her, that he was not them, he commanded the pub- 
then at leifure to hear her. The lie crier to proclaim filence, 
woman, not fatished with this with the imperious word tacete, 
anfwer, criedout to him aToud, be filtnl , ufed by Oomitian on 
“ To what purpofe, then, are the dike occaiion ; but the crier, 
you emperor ?” with which inftead of obeying him, faid 
franknefs Adrian was fo well only, “ The emperor begs you 
pleafed, that, poftponing all would be filent;” which Adrian 
other affaire, he attended her was fo far from refenting, that 
with great patience, and dif- he commended his prudence, 
miffed her fully fatisfied (1), and amply rewarded it. 

The Roman people demanding 

(ij Dio, lib. Uix. p. 790. 
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particular excelled even Trajan. Such fenatora as (were 
by misfortunes reduced to poverty, he fettled penGons 
fuitable to their rank, and the number of their chiUren. 
Among the populace he diftributed yearly an immenfe qoa» 
city of corn he made large prefents to fuch of the knights 
as were not able to fupport their dignity, and fupplied all 
thofe whom he appointed governors of provinces, Or com¬ 
manders of armies, with horfes, mules, cloaths, and mo¬ 
ney, to defray the charges of their journey. During the 
feaft of Saturn, he ufed to fend prefents to his friends, em¬ 
bracing that opportunity to reward them for their fidelity, 
and attachment to his perfon. His prefents to kings and 
princes always exceeded thofe which he had received at 
their hands. Such of the public profeflors as were no longer 
able to difchafge their office properly, he difmilfed with 
marks of honour, and liberal allowances. As he fpent 
moft part of his reign in vifiting the provinces of the em¬ 
pire, he left in every place marks of a magnificence truly 
great and princely J . Jfe is faid- never to have feized un- 
jultly any man’s property; neither would he ever receive 
legacies left him by perfons who were not known to him, 
or by fuch of his friends as had children. 

He {hewed on all occafions a high refpeft for the fenate, 
confuls, and other magiftrates; tranfafling nothing without 
their advice. He fcarce ever failed affifting at their aflem- 
blies, when he was either at or near Rome, and ufually 
waited on the confuls to their houfes. He would not fuffer 
the Roman knights to fit as judges in the caufe of a fenator, 
though that had been cuftomary when the caufe was 
pleaded before the emperor in perfon; neither would he 
allow of any appeals from the fenate to himfelf. He ad- 
miniftered jufticc with great impatiality, following in that 
particular the advice of P. Jubentius Celfus, Salvius Ju- 
lianus, and Neratius Prifcus, all men of great probity, 
and the beft civilians in Rome.. He enquired rigidly into 
the conduft and behaviour of his minifters, difeharging 
them when guilty of the lead injuftice or rniCdemeanour. 
He allowed his freedmen no power ; and fuch as pretended 
to have any, in order to, gain credit or wealth, he puniffied 
with,.the utmoft feverity (I). He was an enemy to all 

' Spart. p. 10—17. Dio, p. 790. Philoft. Soph. cap. *7. 

(T) Obferving one day from tell him, that it did not become 
his window one of hia freedmen him to walk between two per- 
walking between two fenatora, fona to whom he might one day 
he fent one of his attendants to be a ilave (2). 
give him a box on the ear, and 

(») Spart. p. 10. 
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pomU and parade ; therefore he would never fuffer the fe- 
natorl to attend him but upon bufinefs. He ufually re¬ 
turn/ ! from the fenate in a fedan, that the fenators might 
be aifpenfed from accompanying him to the palace. He 
would not fuffer his name to be put upon any of the ftately 
buildings which he erefted, except upon the temple which 
he built in honour of Trajan ; but, at the fame time, con- 
fented that feveral aquedufts and cities (hould bear his 
name Out of Rome he entirely laid alide the port and 
majefty of an emperor; in his garb and drefs he varied 
.little from a common foldier; his diet was fuch as chance 
prefented ; he ufually marched on foot, with his head bare, 
making no diftinftion between the frozen mountains of the 
Alps, and the fcorching defects of Africa; -he vifited the 
foldiers in perfon when fick, took particular care of their 
provilions, and made them prefents ; but, at the fame time, 
forbad the ufe of arbours, (hady walks, and bowers ; ba- 
nilhing from the camp whatever feemed in the lead; to en¬ 
courage luxury and diffipation. He was acquainted with Hirmive. 
every foldier in the army, knew his age, and remembered t!“ 
his exploits. He preferred none but men of courage, 
ftrength, and good chara&ers, faying, “ Such as the officers a, c ^ lne ' 
are, fuch will the foldiers foon be.” By thefe means he re¬ 
vived and reftored the andient military difeipline, which, 
by the negligence of many princes, had been decaying lince 
the time of Auguftus ". 

He is generally cenfured»by the ancients as too inqui- His mien. 
fitive, and prying into every one’s fecrets, though they did 
not concern him ; as addifted to the molt infamous plea- 
fures, and abandoned to all manner of fuperftition; a 
weaknefs which was the chief caufe of his perfecuting the 
Chriltians, whom he detefted as enemies to the idolatrous 
worlhip of his gods w . He delighted much in hunting, and 
is raid to have killed bears, lions, and other wild beads, 
with his own hand. He founded a town in Mafia, which 
he called Adrianotherx, that is, Adrian’s Chace, becaufe he 
had killed a bear upon the fpot. He loved his hunting- 
horfes and dogs to fuch a degree, that he built them tombs, 
and wrote their epitaphs *. He was the fiifl: emperor who 
let his beard grow, to cover fome fears, which disfigured 
that part of his face. 

Having thus given a (ketch of the virtues and vices of 
Adrian, we (hall now proceed to the hidory of his reign. 

Having caufed himfelf to be declared emperor on the ele- 

1 Spart. p. 9, id. v Dio, p. 790^791. w Amreian. lib. axr. 

Hier, Chron. Tcrtul, Apol. cap. v. * Spirt, p. is, >3- 
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Hii letter venth of Auguft of the year 118, he immediately write to 
to tie [e- the fenate, excufing his having affumed that title wfthout 
their content and authority, alleging, that he had 
forced to it by the foldiery: he hoped they would confirm 
the title, without conferring other honours upon him till 
he fhould deferve them by his a&ions. In the fame letter 
be folemnly promifed never, to put any fenator to death, 
nor to tranfaft any affair of confequence without their 
counfel and advice J . He doubled the donative given by 
other emperors to the foldiery, and appointed Tatianus, or 
Attianus, formerly his guardian, with Similis, captains of* 
the prsetorian guards. Adrian had no fooner taken pof- 
feflion of the empire, than he deprived the brave LuGus 
Quietus, who had ferved with great reputation under Tra¬ 
jan, of the command of his countrymen the Moors, fufpedt- 
Adnan i n g him of afpiring at the empire. As to the conqueffs 
“htcoun- mat * e by bis predeceffor, he refolved to abandon them all; 
tries con- and accordingly withdrew his troops from Arminia, Mefo- 
guered by potatnia, and Aflyria; fo that the Euphrates became once 
Trejos. more the boundary of the Roman empire. He allowed the 
Armenians to choofe themfelves a king; and, as the Par- 
thians were diflhtisfied with Farthamafpates, whom Tra¬ 
jan had raifed to the throne, he appointed him king of 
feme neighbouring nation, anif fullered the Parthians to 
recal Colrhoes, whom Trajan had expelled two years be¬ 
fore *. He was likewife determined to abandon Dacia; 
but his friends prevailed upon hem to retain a province, in 
which fuch numbers of Roman citizens kad fettled. How¬ 
ever, he ordered the arches of the famous bridge built by 
Trajan over the Danube to be broken down, that the Bar¬ 
barians might not make themfelves matters of it, and in¬ 
vade the Roman territories*. Adrian, having given the 
neceffary orders for maintaining the tranquility of the Eaft, 
and appointed Catilius Severus governor of Syria, left An¬ 
tioch, and departed for Rome, which he did not reach till 
next year. Epiphanius tells us, that, before he left the 
Eatt, he travelled into Egypt; and that, patting by Jeru- 
falem forty-feven years after it ha 3 been taken by Titus, 
on that occafion he refoWed to rebuild it; which defign, 
however, he did not put in execution before the latter end 
of his reign s . 

In the following year Adrian entered upon his fecond 
confulfhip, having been named to that dignity by Trajan be¬ 
fore he died, together with Fufcus Salinator, wh'o had mar- 

v Dio,lib. Ixix. p. 788. * Spurt, p. 10. Dio, lib. lxviii. p. 776. 

* Eutrop.in Adrian. b Epiphan, Menf. cap. 14. 
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ried lie daughter of Servianus, Adrian’s niece. At this onrvn 
period Adrian returned to Rome, where he was received •' H ° mc > 
QJ j^i ranks of people with extraordinary demonftrations of b ,l‘ t 'r!umtk 
joy; hut he could not be prevailed upon to accept the tri- dtJttd 
umph which had been prepared for Trajan, and was now him by >ht 
decreed by the fenate to the new emperor. At his defire, fi»ou. 
that honour was conferred upon the image of Trajan, 
which Adrian himfelf icemB to have carried. Soon after flarn'e" of 
his entrance into the city, he remitted to the inhabitants his -. 

of Rome and Italy all debts, without reftridlion, due from «><>. 
them to the treafury, and to particular perfons in the pro¬ 
vinces what was owing by them for the lad fixteen years, 
burning in Trajan’s new lquare all the bonds and regilters 
relating to thofe debts, in ordar to fecure every one againft 
fuch claims. The fum which he remitted on this occaGou 
amounted to feven millions of our money: no wonder, 
therefore, that fuch a generous adtion is fo much extolled 
by the hiftorians of thofe times, and mentioned in molt of 
the inferiptions and medals of this and the following 
par (K). Befides, he reduced the taxes both at Rome and 
in the provinces; and eafed the cities of the heavy burden 
which had been laid upon them by Trajan, of fupplying 
fuch as travelled for the fervice of the public with horfes, 
chariots, and carriages, wllich were thenceforth provided 
at the charge of the emperor c . 

In the following year Adrian was conful the third time; 
but refigned the fa Ices at thg end of four months, and never 
after relumed therm He had for his colleague one Rufti- 
cus, of whom we find no farther mention. The Sarma- Tht Mar¬ 
tians, and the Roxolani, whofe country bordered on the motion 
Palus Mseotis, now invaded Illyricum ; an incurfion which oodRtxi- 
obliged Adrian to leave Rome, and haften into Media, JT 
where he defeated the Barbarians upon their return from ' 
Illyricum. Thofe who efcaped faved themfelves by fwim- 
ming acrofs the Danube, and foon after fent atnbafladors to 
Adrian, who granted them honourable terms, and by that 
means terminated the war. They afterwards quarrelled 
with one another, and dbofe Adrian for their umpire, who 
compofed their differences to the general fatisiaftion of 


c Spart. p. 17. 

(K) On one of the medals, to the bonds, with this legend, 
which has reached our times, “ He enriches the whole world 
Adrian is reprefented with a (3)." 
torch in his hand, fetting fire 

(3)Span.lib. ix. p. In. Iij. 
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each party. Having thus terrified the Barbarians, aid at 
the fame time gained their afFefiions, he appointed Mftrtiua 
Turbo, whom he had recalled from Mauritania, govSmai 
of Pannonia and Dacia, and led his army into Illyricum; 
whence he wrote to the fenate, accufing Cornelius Palma, 
L. Publius Celfus, Domitius Nigrinus, and Lufius Quietus, 
of having formed a confpiracy againft his life. They were 
all confulars, men of extraordinary parts, and had been 
, greatly efteemed and beldved byTrajan; but neverthelefsthe 

fenate, bafely complying with the emperor’s will, ordered 
FW roif/u- them to immediate execution, without even acquainting 
itaii " 1 ** ^em that they had been accufed. As ho one believed them 
guilty of the crime laid to their charge, their death drew 
upon the emperor the public hatred, who thereupon 
haftened to Rome, where he openly declared upon oath, 
that they had been executed againft his will, and without 
his knowlege ; but was not credited, fays Dio CafEus, by 
thofe who knew, that Palma and Celfus had been always 
his enemies, and that he was jealous of Nigrinus and Quie¬ 
tus, who were equally beloved and efteemed by the Roman 
people d . 

5 t<ver#l Befides thefe four excellent men, feveral other perfons of 
ether per- g rca { merit an d diftinftion were accufed and condemned, 
cu/edued as P r ‘ v 7 t0 the fuppofed confpiracy; fo that the city was 
condemned, filled with dread and terror. But Adrian himfelf, hav¬ 
ing got rid of' thofe whom he chiefly feared, put a flop 
to the cruel and unjuft proceedings of the fenate, by enaft- 
ing that no perfon fhould be accufed or> tried upon the law 
of majefty. He was defirous of having Tatianus, formerly 
his guardian, and now captain of the praetorian guards, put 
to death ; for he was a man of a haughty and imperious 
temper, and affirmed greater power and authority, than the 
emperor was willing to allow; but neverthelefs Adrian, 
not thinking it advisable to fpill more blood, diffembled 
his refentment for the prefent, and prevailed upon Tatia¬ 
nus to relign his command, by offering him a place in the 
fenate and the confular ornaments, which he readily accept¬ 
ed. Marcius Turbo, governor of Pannonia and Dacia, 
one of the bed officers of his age,.fucceeded him, and Sep- 
liciusaClarus fupplied the place of Similis, who this year 
religned and retired from the city'. Towards the end of 
the year the emperor went into Campania, where he re¬ 
lieved with great generality the poor inhabitants of aM the 
(Cities through which he pafied. 

* Dio, lib. laix. p. 78 B. • Spart. p. 7. 
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Thl next confuls were L. Catilius Severus, whom Adrian 
had appointed governor of Syria three years before, and 
Aurelius Fulvus, who fucceeded Adrian in the em¬ 
pire, and is commonly known by the name of Antoninus 
Pius f . This year Adrian, who faid, that an emperor 
ought to imitate the fun, which illuminates not one place, 
but all the corners and regions of the earth, began his pro- 
grefs, with a defign to vilit in perfon all the provinces of 
the empire, and examine the ftate*of each country fubjedt 
to Rome, that he might not be obliged to depend entirely 
upon the accounts tranfmitted to him by his minifters and 
governors. Thus he employed almoit the whole remainder 
of his reign, that is, near Seventeen years. He began his 
progrefs with Gaul, where hewiewed all the chief cities 
and Roman forts, and fignalized himfelf by extraordinary 
bounties. From Gaul he went into Germany, where the 
flower of the Roman troops were cantoned. He fpent fome 
time there, in order to revive and eftablifh among them, 
the ancient military difeipline; for he did not leave Ger¬ 
many till the beginning of the following year, when An- 
nius Verus, grandfather to the emperor Marcus Aurelius, 
and Augur, or, as he is called in the Alexandrian chro¬ 
nicle, Augurinus, were confuls. 

During their confulate Adrian returned to Gaul, and 
from thence palled over into Britain, where he is faid to 
have reformed many abufes *. The greateft part of the 
ifland was fubjeft to Rome* but the northern nations had, 
upon the departure of Agricola, revolted, and recovered 
their ancient liberty. Adrian did not think it prudent to 
make war upon, and reduce them again, but, in order to 
fecure the countries belonging to the Romans againfl: the 
incurfions of the warlike Caledonians, he caufed. a ram¬ 
part to be raifed, extending from the river Eden in Cum¬ 
berland to the Tine in Northumberland, eighty miles in 
length h . In other counties too, where the Barbarians were 
not feparated from the Romans by rivers, he ordered walls 
to be made of earth, ftrengthened with {harp Hakes driven 
deep into the ground. * In Britain he "difgraced and dif- 
charged his fecretary Suetonius Tranquillus, no doubt the 
hiftorian, and Septicius Clarus, captain of the pretorian 
guards, for their difrefpe£tful behaviour towards the em- 
prefs “Sabina. 

Having fettled the affairs of Britain, he returned to Gaul, 
and built at Nifmes a magnificent palace in honour of Flo- 

r Onuph. in Fall. p. aio. eSpart.p. 6. " Uffer. Britan- 

Ecclef. Antiq. p. 1014. Dublin. 1635. 
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Hereturni tina,Trajan’swidow(L). FromGaul beproceeded toSAain, 
to Gaul, and paffed the winter at Tarraco, now Tarragona, yjjhere 
he rebuilt the temple of Auguftus, founded ny Tib^gus r 
and held a general aflembly of the Hates, in order to com- 
pofe the differences which fublifted amongft them, about 
raifing levies to recruit the Roman armies. At Tarraco he 
fortunately efcapcd being killed by a lave, who, while the 
^ingalfajpn- emperor was walking in his mafter’e garden, aflkulted him 
and. with a drawn fword. Adrian, do Gog with him, feized him, 
and delivered him to the guards, who were haftening to 
his affiftance : but afterwards, finding the Have was difor- 
dcred in his fenfes, he committed him to the care of the 
phyficians, and took no farther notice of the attempt. 

From Spain the emperor returned to Rome in the month 
of April, as appears from an ancient infeription, Acilius 
A viola and Cornelius Panfa being then cbnfuts: but he did 
not remain long there j for either in the end of this, or the 
beginning of the following year, when Quintus ArriusPz- 
tinus and Caius Ventidius Apronianus were confuls, he 
was, according to St. Jerom and Eufebius *, at Athens ( 
Puripg his refidence in that city, the Cepbifus overflowing 
its banks, and laying great part of the city of Eleufina un¬ 
der water, he caufed a bridge to be built over that river, 
and provided againft its overflowing for the future k . From 
Athens he paffed into the Eaft, where he was apprehcnGve of 
a war with the Parthians; but prevented hoftilities by a con-, 
ference, with whom hiftory dots not inform us, but it was, 
in all likelihood, with Cofrhoes. Manjus Acilius Glabria 
and Caius Bellicius Torquatua being confuls, Adrian return* 
vinca, and e( j f rom t h c Eaft through Afia, and vifited Cilicia, Lycia, 
iwntirat Famphylia, Cappadocia, Bithynia, and Phrygia j ordering 
Athau, temples, fquares, and other edifices, to be built at his ex- 
pence in moil of the chief cities of thofe provinces, efpe- 
cially in Nicomedia, .Nicsea, and Cyzicus. He likewife 
vifited the iflands of the Archipelago, and arrived in the be¬ 
ginning of the-following year, P. Cornelius Scipio Afiaticus 
and Vettius Aquilinus being confuls, in Achaia. He paff- 

t Eufeb. Chron. p,«ti. a Her. in Chron, 
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ed Ae remaining part of the winter at Athens, where he 
was initiated into the rites of Ceres and Proferpine, called 
the^leufinian myftcries. 

"From Athens, after he had prefided at the public games, rifiu Sicily, 
and bellowed innumerable favours upon the inhabitants, he and re- 
failed to Sicily, where he was led by his curio&ty to vifit 
the top of Mount Aitna, in order to view the riling fun, 
which was faid to exhibit on that eminence, all the colours 
of the rainbow. From Sicily he‘returned to Rome in the 
beginning of the following year, when Atinius Verus, 
grandfather to the emperor Marcus Aurelius, was the third 
time conful, with L. Varius Ambibulus 1 . The eleventh 
and twelfth years of Adrian’s reign are quite barren of 
events. The confuls were Titian us and Gallicanus, Tor- 
quatus Afprenas and Annius Libo. In the third, P. Ju- 
ventius Celfus, and Q^Julius Balbus Marcellus being con¬ 
fuls, the cities of Nicomedia, Csefarea, and Nicsa, in Bi- 
thynia, were almoll overturned by an earthquake, but re¬ 
built at the expencc of the emperor, who was thence ilyled Rebuilds 
the Reftorer of Bithynia “. In the courfe of this year he de- federal 
parted again on a new progrefs, palling firft into Africa j 
where, upon his arrival, it rained, after a five years drought; p en(/ ' 
a blefling aferibed to his prefence: this, togethe'r with the Creffes 
many favours he bellowed hipon the inhabitants of that pro- ever inti 
vince, gained him the afie£tions of all ranks of men. From 
Africa he returned to Rome, and caufed the obfequies of ,* . 
Plotina, to whom he was* indebted for the empire, to be Rome. 
performed with the utmoil pomp and magnificence. She Plotina 
died either while Adrian was in Africa, or foon after his die, < a * d 
return from that country. He lamented her with many ' [/it 
tears, appeared for nine days in deep mourning, compofed 
verfes in her praife, and caufed her to be ranked among 
the gods. 

The next confuls were Q^Fabiua Catullinus and M. Fla- Yr. of FI. 
vius Aper, during whofe adminiftration a temple was built ’♦7s- 
at Rome in honour of that city, and of the goddefs Venus, ^ ^ *>*• 
which was called the Temple of Rome, and the Temple of ' 
the Fortune of Rome *. On the erection of thia temple Tie temple 
Adrian changed the ancient name of the feaft, which was oj^Penm 
yearly kept on the twenty-firft of April for the foundation and Rome. 
of Rome, calling it Romana, inflead of Palilia “. This 
edifice was one of the wonders which the emperor Con- 
ftantius chiefly admired when he came to Rome. It was 

1 Dio, lib. Ixix. p. 797. ■ Eufeb.in Chron. p.xn. Birag. 

p. 113. * Ammian. lib. xvi. * Atbcn. lib. viii. 
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afterwards confumcd by fire, and rebuilt by Maxentius t |M). 
In tbe beginning of the fummer Adrian left Rome, wmh a 
defign to revilit the provinces of the Eaft; and pamq^, 
through Athens, purfued his journey to Afia, where he 
confecrated feveral temples- In Cappadocia he purchafed 
a great number of flaves for the fervile offices of the Camp. 
To Cofrhoes he reftored his daughter, who had been taken 
prifoner by Trajan, and promifed to give him up his golden 
throne; which however lie did not perform. He invited all 
the neighbouring kings to a conference, and many of them 
complied with the requeft. He entertained them with great 
pomp and magnificence, and loaded them with rich pre- 
fents upon their departure. The Ba&rian princes did not 
come, but fent deputies to conclude an alliance with the 
people of Rome. The kings of Albania and Iberia neither 
fent ambafiadors nor came in perfon; an omiffion which 
they repented when they underftood how the others had 
been received and entertained’. In Syria he afeended 
Mount Cafius, in the neighbourhood of Antioch, to obferve 
the riling fun, and to offer a facrifice to Jupiter, who was 
worlhipped upon that mountain ; but he was overtaken by 
a violent ftprm of thunder and lightning, which fell both 
upon the prieft and the viftim. From Syria he paffed into 
Paleftine and Arabia, and from thence into Egypt r . It is 
obferved in the Alexandrian chronicle, that the famous co- 


P Aur. Vi ft. p. 516. 1 Sparlt p. >7. Arrian, in Perip. Pont, 

p. 7. »Dio, p. 791. 


(M) When the fabric was 
complete, Adrian fent the plan 
of it to the famous architeft 
Apollodorus; which was tacitly 
telling him, that he was not the 
only great architeft in the 
world; for though he himfelf 
had employed him, yet he bore 
him a private grudge, on ac¬ 
count of his having checked 
him with great acrimony, ,for 
pretending, in Trajan’s time, 
to give his opinion concerning 
certain buildings. Apollodorus, 
who was no flatterer, after hav¬ 
ing viewed the plan, defired 
thofc who brought it, to tell 


the emperor from him, that the 
fabric was too low for the place 
in which it Hood ; and, on the 
contrary, the ftatues of Rome 
and Venus too tall: “ The ar¬ 
chiteft' (added he pleafantly) 
has taken care that the goddeffes 
{hall not rife, nor walk out." 
Adrian was fo offended at the 
ffeeddm of this anfwer, that, 
though he had defired Apollo¬ 
dorus to acquaint him with his 
fentiments concerning the build¬ 
ing, yet he banifhed him, and 
foon after, under fome pretence 
or other, caufed him to be afiaf- 
fioated (1). 


(») Dio, p. 7I9. 


loiTus 
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lofluA of Rhodes (hook this year, the fourteenth of Adrian’s 
reignj*. 

Next year Servius Oflavius Lsenas Pontianus and M. An¬ 
toninus Rufinus were confuis. During their adminiftra- 
tion, Salvius Julianus, one of the moil learned civilians of 
his age, compiled, by the emperor’s command, the Perpe¬ 
tual Edidt, containing all the laws which had been yearly 
publifhed by the praetors. This collection was called the 
EdiCtum Perpetuum, becaufe it Was to continue in force 
for ever, to be as a body of Handing laws, to prevent the 
great confuiion occafioned by the new edicts, and to ferve 
as a guide and rule, in the adminiilration of juftice, through¬ 
out the whole empire. Adrian continued in Egypt all this 
and the following year, when Augurinus and Sergianus 
were confuis. At PeluGum he viiited the tomb of Ponipey 
the Great; and, finding it almoft entirely demolifhed, or¬ 
dered it to be repaired at his own expencc, and performed 
the ufual ceremonies in honour of the deceafed hero. He 
difliked the fickle, turbulent, and fatirical temper of the 
Egyptians, efpecially of the Alexandrians. Their city had, 
it feems, forfeited many of its ancient privileges, probably 
on account of fnme (edition ; for St. Jerom tells us, that it 
was almoft entirely ruined by the Romans'; but Adrian 
not only repaired both the public and private buildings, and 
reftored to the inhabitants their former privileges, but be¬ 
llowed new favours upon them; for which they returned 
him folemn thanks, and conferred upon him what honours 
they could devife. iBut this fenfe of gratitude was not long- 
lived j for he no fooner left their city, than they publifhed 
virulent lampoons againft him and his favourites. Adrian 
from Egypt pafled into Libya Cyrenaica, where he killed 
(for he took great pleafure in hunting) a lion of a monftrous 
Cze, which had committed great ravages in that country u . 

What rendered Adrian’s journey into Egypt the more 
remarkable, was the death of Antinous, a beautiful youth, 
greatly beloved by a princf addiCled to the mod unnatural 
pleafures. He fell accidentally into the Nile, as he was 
failing on that river with the emperor, arid was drowned (M). 

• The 

■ Chron. Alexand. p. 598. « Hisr. Chron. ■ Athen. lib" 

xv. p. 677. 


(M) This is the account 
which Adrian himfelf gave of 
his death. But Dio Canius af- 
fures us, that the emperor, who 
had applied himfelF to the fludy 
of magic, being, by the falfe 


and execrable principles of that 
art, milled into a belief, that 
he Ihould prolong his life by fa- 
crificing a human viftim to the 
infernal gods, was obliged to ac¬ 
cept of the tender which Anri- 
noui 
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The emperor bewailed him, fays Spartan w , with aU the 
tendernefs and weaknefs of a woman lamenting the death 
of her hulband. To foothe, in fome meafure, his griej, he 
defised the Greeks to rank him amongft the gods; which 
they accordingly performed; fo that in a fhort time all the 
Eai tern provinces were filled with Hatties, temples, and 
chapels, confecrated to this new divinity (O). Adrian 
eaufed his body to be. buried with the utmoft magnificence, 
built a city in that place, and converted his tomb into a 
temple, where he was faid to work miracles * ; which we 
find expofed and ridiculed by the Fagans themfclves. 

In the following year, when Hiberus and Sifenna were 
confuls, Adrian returned to Syria, where he palled this and 
the next year, and honoured, Servianus his brother-in-law 
with a third confullhip, and gave him C. Vibius Juventius 
Varus for his colleague. While Servianus was conful, the 
emperor wrote a letter to him, giving him an account of 
the Hate of Egypt, and of Alexandria its metropolis r . At 
the fame time he fent fome prefents, both to him, and his 
wife Paulina, the emperor’s filler, who died foon after. 
As Adrian conferred no extraordinary honours upon her 
after her death, the Roman fenate and people were the 
more difpleafed with thofe he had bellowed upon Anti- 
nous *. Early in the fpring he lbft Syria, in order to return 
to Italy; but made a long Hay at Athens, after having vi- 
fited Thrace and Macedoa. During his refidence at Athens, 
the Jews revolted, provoked chjefiy, fays Dio Caflius, at 
Adrian’s fending a Roman colony to Jerufalem; at his call- 


* Oriyen. in Celf. lib. iii. p. 13s. f Vopifc. 
* Dio in Excerpt. Val. p, 714. 


* Spart. p. 7. 

Vit. Sat. p. ass- 

nous made him of his life, all 
the reft preferring their own 
iafety to the emperor’s. Adrian 
would by choice have rather fa- 
crificedhis deareft friends, than 
bis beloved catamite; but as 
no conftraint was to' be ufed, 
and none of them wilhed ,ro 
prolong, the emperor’s life at 
the expence of their own, the 
o&r or Antinous was accepted, 
and he was factificed (1). 

(O) At Mantinea in Arcadia 

(1) Dio, lib. lxix. p. 7 S j, 
Span. lib. vii. p. 65a—657. 

(4) Dio, ibid. 


a magnificent temple was ereft- 
ed to him by Adrian, folemn 
fports inftituted, and priefts ap¬ 
pointed to offer viflims in ho¬ 
nour of the deified pathic (*)., 
It waa even pretended, that he 
uttered oracles ; but his anfwera 
were commonly thought to have 
been compofca by Adrian (3). 
The aftrologers, having difeo- 
vered, or pretended to difeover, 
a new liar, gave out, that it 
was Andnous (4). 

(a) Dio, ibid. Spart. p. *■ 
(j) Spartian, p. 7. Dio, ibid. 
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ing city, after the name of his family, ^Elia Capito¬ 
lina a and his crewing a temple to Jupiter Capitolinus in 
the place where the ancient temple ftood. Spartian tells 
us, that Adrian publifhed an edict, forbidding them to be 
circumcifed; which provoked them to take up arms, and 
attempt the recovery of their ancient liberty. Be that as it 
will, Adrian had no fooner left Syria, than they openly re¬ 
volted. But of that rebellion, and the fatal confequences 
that attended it, we (hall fpeak at large in a more proper 
place. 

Dio Caflius, after having deferibed the war which Adrian The Alani 
waged with the Jews, fpeaks of another, which broke out invade the 
about the fame time, with the Alani or Maflagetae, a pco- prwiaett 
pie of Sarmatia, who, under the conduct of Pharafmanes, * iht 
their king, committed dreadful ravages in Media, entered 
Armenia, and penetrated into Cappadocia; but foonwith¬ 
drew from thence, not daring to encounter Flavius Arria- 
nus, governor of that province, who was preparing to meet 
them. The inftru&ions given by Arrian, concerning the 
march of the Roman army againft the Alani, and the order 
to be obferved in the battle, which, it was thought, would 
enfue, having reached our times *. The Roman army con- 
lifted, as appears from thefe inftrudions, of troops from 
various nations, commanded by Xenophon, who no doubt 
ferved under Arrian, governor of the province, fince Ar¬ 
rian directs him how ne is to condu3 himfelf both in the 
mardi and battle. * 

Adrian in the mean time continued at Athens, much 
pleafed with the cuftoms and learning of the Athenians. 

He was admitted to the great myfteries of Elcufina, dif¬ 
ferent from thofe in which he had been initiated fome years 
before, and celebrated, according to Eufebius b , the fecond 
year of each Olympiad. As he had been created archon Adrian’s 
of Athens before he was emperor, he aiTumed the habit pe- genenjiiy 
culiar to that dignity, and, with the other magiftrates, ce- 
lebrated the great feftival of Bacchus, diftributing large n,ani ’ 
foms, and an immenfe quantity of com, among the popu¬ 
lace '. He embellifhed the city of Athens with many ftately His huild- 
buildings, cfpecially with a library of aftonilhing ftruflure. infs Hire. 
Thefe edifices had been by his orders begun before, but 
were completed this year, and confecratcd by the emperor 
himfelf 4 . He likewife finilhed the magnificent temple 
°f Jupiter Olympius, begun, according to Philoftratus, five 
hundred and fixty years before. In this temple he dedicated 

* Arrian. Mandat, in Alan. Upfaliz, ann. 1664. b Eufsb. 

Giron, p. 114. c Dio, p. 795. Spart. p- g, 1 Hier.Giron. 
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an altar to himfelf, and fufTered the Greeks to builjl and 
confeerate a temple to him, which they called Panellenion ', 
inftituting on this occafion annual fports. In (hort, ha em- 
bellilhed Athens with fo many noble buildings, that he was 
revered as the fecond founder of that city; whence one 
quarter of it was from him called Adrianopolis. The Athe¬ 
nians employed part of the money with which he prefented 
them, in building a city in the illand of Delos, which they 
called Adrian’s New Athens and Olympia r . The Athe¬ 
nians of Delos are mentioned in an infeription ftill to be 
feen at Venice *; but only fome ruins of this city now re¬ 
main, as well as of the many magnificent buildings which 
by the fuperftitious Pagans were created in that illand. 

This year, the nineteenth nf Adrian’s reign, the emperor 
left Athens, and returned to Rome, Lupercus Pontianus, 
and Rufus Atilianus being confuls. He had not been long 
in that city, when ambafiadors arrived from Vologefes, pro¬ 
bably king of Armenia, with complaints againft Pharaf- 
manes, king of Iberia, and from the Iazyges, a people of 
Sarmatia, who were defirous to have their ancient treaties 
with the people of Rome confirmed by the emperor. Adrian 
received them in a very courteous manner, conduced them 
to the fenate, and read to them an anfwer, which, at the 
requelt of the fenate, he had ^revioufly compofed. Fha- 
rafmanes came to Rome, with his wife and fon, to anfwer 
the complaints of Vologefes, bringing with him rich pre¬ 
fen ts for Adrian, who repaid them with others far moje. va¬ 
luable. He alfo prefented him with fifty elephants, and 
five hundred chofen men, to ferve him as a guard; en¬ 
larged his dominions 3 fullered him to facrifice in the Capi¬ 
tol ; caufed an equeltrian ftatue to be erefted to him; and 
affifted in perfon at a military exercife performed by him, 
bis fon, and the chief men of his court k (P). 

After Adrian had thus travelled almoft over the known 
world, he fell into a lingering difeafe, attended with fre¬ 
quent bleeding at the nofe, which the phyGcians aferibed 

• Spart. cum Not. ‘Caufab, p. 26. ' f Eufeb. Chron. p. x> 5 * 

I Grut. p. 405, •> Dip, p. 7j4. 

(P) 1 Neverthelefj, after fo dered tunics with which Ph®" 
many prefbnts, and fuch extra- rafmanea had prefented him, ® 3 
ordinary honours, he introduced if they-had been fit only f° r 
into the amphitheatre three fuch ufes (1). But this, 
hundred criminals lobe devour- doubt, happened after the de¬ 
ed by the wild bealh, or to fight parfurc of the Iberian prince, 
as gladiators, in the embroi- 

(1) Spirt, p. j. 

to 
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to his going conftantly with his head uncovered in all the 
viciffitUdes of weather. The lofs of blood, as he was ad¬ 
vance^ in years, was followed by a dropfy, from which, as 
he entertained no hopes of ever recovering, he began to 
think of a fucceffor ; when feveral perfons of great merit 
occurred to him ; namely, Servianus, who had married his 
filler, and was now in the ninetieth year of his age ; Fufcus, 
the grandfon of Servianus, and his own great-nephew 
Pletorius Nepos, his ancient and intimate friend; and Te- 
rentius Gentianus, a man greatly beloved and efteemed by 
the fenate. Thefe he judged, among the great men of 
Rome, the moft capable of the fupreme power ; but never- 
thelefs neglecting, and even conceiving an irreconcileable 
averfion to them, for no other reafon than becaufe they 
were equal to the empire, contrary to the expectation of 
all, and the advice of his friends, he made choice of L. He adapt/ 
Aurelius Annius Ceionius Commodus Verus; for he is c e mrB <>diii 
called by all thefe names, and Adrian added thofe of ^Elius ^ r “ x * 
and Cxfar. He was fprung from an illuitrious family, of ^ {tlam 
which we lhall have occaGon to fpeak hereafter; was en- ratter. 
dowed with many good qualities; had the port and air of a 
prince ; was well verfed in moft branches of learning, ef- 
pecially poetry; and thought rather not unfit for the em¬ 
pire than equal to it. He jvas of a very weak and infirm 
conftitution, and at the fame time entirely addicted to 
lewdnefs and debauchery: it was commonly believed, 
that his beauty chiefly recommended him to Adrian, who 
is faid to have adopted him,’ upon condition that he Ihould 
confent to gratify rtie paflion which he had conceived for 
him ; but what paffed between them on this occafion was 
never well known, fays Spartian ‘, both Adrian and Verus 
having bound themfelves by a folemn oath to keep it fecret. 

The adoption of Verus occafioned great rejoicings in Rome. 

Adrian gave a confiderable fum to the people, diftributed 
three thoufand fefterces amongft the foldiery, exhibited 
games in the circus, and combats ojj gladiators. But as 
the new Csefar’s weaknefs daily increased, and he began to Adrian rt- 
vomit blood, Adrian fqpn repented his .choice, telling the penuhit 
captain of his guards, that he placed his hopes and fupport 
on a falling wall; that he had loft the four thoufand fefterces " * 
which he had diftributed -among the people and fofdiery; 
and had adopted not a fon, but a god, alluding to the cuf- 
tom which obtained among the Romans, of deifying their 
emperors and Csefars. Thefe words being repeated by the 
captain of the guards to others, came at length to the ears 

1 Spart. in iEl. Ver. p, 34. 

of 
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of Verus, and fo CenGbly affedlcd him, that thijy are 
thought to have greatly contributed to his death, which 
happened in the beginning of the following year. Tile offi¬ 
cer was immediately cafluered, and baniflied the court. 

Verus, a few days after his adoption, was created prstor, 
and fent to govern the province of Fannonia; in which em¬ 
ployment he acquitted himfelf with reputation, and {hewed 
himfelf well qualified for the command of an army. In an 
infeription of the following year, the twenty-firft of Adrian’s 
reign, he is ftyled imperator k ; whence we may conclude, 
if there is not fome mifiake in the infeription, as father 
Pagi 1 pretends, that he waged war in thofe parts *, of which 
war, however, no mention is made hy hiftorians. 

In the following year Adrian raifed to the confulfhip hi; 
adopted fon Verus, and gave him for his colleague Sex. 
Vetulenus Civica Pompeianus, whofe filter Verus had mar¬ 
ried. This year Adrian retired to Tibur, now Tivoli, where 
he employed his time in building a magnificent villa m , the 
{lately ruins of which are Hill to be (een in the poffeffion 
of the Roman Jefuits. Aurelius Viftor relates, that in this 
retreat he abandoned himfelf, as Tiberius had done for¬ 
merly at Caprete, to all manner of lewdnefs; but he was 
foon feized with a bloody flux, which reduced him to a mi- 
ferable condition. In that Rate, giving way to his natu¬ 
ral cruelty, which, till then, he bad re {Trained, he ordered 
many. illuftriouS perfons, under various pretences, to be 
arraigned and executed, and githerg to be privately murl 
dered. Among the former were Servians, his brother-in- 
law, and his great-nephew Fufcus, who, he pretended, 
had formed a defign of feizing the empire. Fufcus was 
but eighteen, andServianus ninety. To palliate his cru¬ 
elty, to which he had, fays Spartian, a great inclination, 
he ufed to lament the unfortunate condition of princes, 
whofe lives, he faid, were never thought to have been in 
danger till they were killed. Next year ABlius Verus Cx- 
far was conful the ftcond time, with P. Ccclius Balbinus 
Vibullius Pius, who had been raifed by Adrian to the rank 
of a patrician, and was one of the Anceftors of Ocellus Bal¬ 
binus, whom we (hall fee preferred to the empire in the 
year 2g7, that is, a hundred years after °. This year the 
Jcwifh war being ended, Julius Severus, who had reduced 
that rebellious nation, was appointed governor of'Bitbynia, 
where be behaved with fuch juftice and moderation, having 
nothing in view but the welfare and happinefs of the people 

k Gruter. p, xj. 1 Pagi, p. 137. m Norie, Epift. conf. 

p. ft. ■ Onupb. Idst. Sec, Srutcr, p. jgj, 

committed 
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emittedtd his charge, that hit name was famous in that 
province more than a hundred years after 
* The next confuls were CamerinUs and Niger In the 
beeinning of this year Verns, who had paffed part of the 
receding one in Pannonia', being returned to Rome, and 
finding himfelf greatly indifpofed, took a medicine, which 
proving too ftrong for him, he fell into a fleep, and died 
the very day in which he was to return thanks to the em¬ 
peror for the honour he had confersed on him. The fpeech 
which he had prepared for this purpofe, is commended by 
Spartian, in whofe time it was ftill extant Dio Caffius 
aflefts, that he was carried off by a violent voiding of blood . 
His funeral was performed with the utmolt pomp and 
erandeur, and his allies were depofited in the (lately mau¬ 
soleum, which Adrian had begun for himfelf. 1 he empe¬ 
ror caufed him to be ranked among the gods, and, in leve- 
ral cities, ordered temples to be built and ftatues erected 

to his memory. . . . . , 

Verus being dead, Adrian was fome time in doubt, whom 
he Ihould choofe for his fuccefforj but at length, feeing 
himfelf defpifed, fays Aurelius Viftor, on account of the 
weaknefe both of his body and mind, he declared his in¬ 
tention of adopting Titus Antoninus, upon condition, that 
he (hould adopt M. Annius Verus, called aftefwardsM 
Aurelius, and L. Verus, the fun of the deceafed prince of 
that name-. Antoninus having taken fome time to de- 
libc,„=, whether he Ih.uld r«p..tf .he "pee .he 
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time veiled with the tribumtial and proconfular power^ 

Many were difpleafed with this adoption ; but no o “ " 1 . 0 ™ 
than CatiUufl Severus, governor of Rome, who afpue 
the empire himfelf, and began privately to pave hu^ way to 
it; but being differed, he was deprived of his place, 
which was an employment for life. e empre s 
died, it feems, after the adoption of Antoninus , or, m 

ancient infeription, he’ftyles her his tno ■ . 

thought either to have been poised Adrl * V 

ufedfthat lhe laid violent hands oh herlelf. Adrlan f BU ^“ 
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Adrian bore his diftemper a long time with great firm* 
nefs and patience; but being, in the end, tormented with 
violent pains in all his joints, he had recourfe to magic, 
fays Dio Caflius x ; and, by that art, once difcharged his 
body of the watry humour with which it was filled: the 
humour being foon recruited, and his pains encreaiing 
daily, he became in a 'manner furious, put feveral fenators 
to death, and ordered Antoninus to tale care, that fome 
others, whom he named, were executed : hut that hu¬ 
mane prince acquainted them of their danger, and advifed 
them to keep themfelves concealed r. In the mean time, 
the emperor, delirous to end his infufferable pains with his 
life, 'often called for a dagger, and for poifon, promiGng a 
great reward to fuch as fiiould bring him either; but no 
one could, by any promifes/ be prevailed upon to contri¬ 
bute to his death. Having one day by chance found a dag¬ 
ger, he would have dabbed himfelf with it, had it not been 
wreded out of his hand by one of his domedics. He then 
commanded his chief phyfician to give him poifon; but he 
chofe rather to kill himfelf in his prefence than obey his 
command. He often conjured his mod faithful freedmen 
to difpatch him, and forced an Iazygian, named Mador, 
to promife it; but Mador fled, and never appeared till the 
emperor was dead. Another*, whom he had obliged to 
make the fame promife, acquainted Antoninus with it, who 
thereupon flew to the emperor’s room, attended by the cap¬ 
tains of the guards, and befought him to bear his illnefs, 
fince it was unavoidable, with more patience and confiancy -, 
an exhortation which fo provoked him, that he commanded 
the perfon, who had difcovered his defign, to be put to 
death : but Antoninus faved him, and henceforth carefully 
watched the emperor night and day, faying, he fhould think 
himfelf a parricide if he negleded to preferve his life as 
long as he was able *. 

From Rome Adrian removed to Baise in Campania; and 
there, neglefting the advice of hisphyficians, he lived with¬ 
out any rule, chofe what food and drink he liked belt, and, 
by thefe means, haftened his death. He was convinced of 
the immortality of the foul, and feemed apprehenflve of its 
future* ftatc, as appears’from the celebrated verfesfQJ, 
' which 

Dio, p. 797. y Aur. Via. in Adr. p. ta. ■ Antonin. Vit. p. 17- 
* Spart. p. la. 

(QJ The verfes were; Qua nunc abibis in loca, 

Animulavagula, blandula, Pallidula, rigida, nudula? 
Hofpes, comefquc corporis, ./ Nec, ut isles, dabii jocos. 

<' Thus 
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which he cdmpofed arid Uttered a fhort time before he el- Yr. of FI. 
pired, enquiring of his foul, 11 whither it defigned to go.” * 4 * 7 - 
He died at Baise on the tenth of July, after having lived *■ 'W - 

fixty-two years, five months, and feventeen days, and U ‘ ‘ 7 * 
reigned twenty years,' and eleven months, wanting one Hit death. 
day. AtJtoninus, whom he had left -at Rome, and fent fot 
when he found himfelf at the point of death, arrived, ac¬ 
cording to Spartian juft before, according to others, foon 
after, he expired. His body was burnt at Puteoli, and his 
allies were conveyed by Ahtoninus to Rome, where they 
were expofed in the gardens of Domitian, arid afterwards 
depoGted in the magnificent maufoleum which Adrian had 
conftru&ed for himfelf neat the Tiber, that of Auguftus 
being quite full *. % 

Adrian had, by the cruelties committed in the beginning 
and the end of his reign, incurred the public hatred to fuch 
a degree, that the fenate intended to annul all his a&s, and Thefmatt 
call leveral perfons to an account, who had enriched them- an far ««■ 
felves by abuGng the intereft they had with their fovereign. 

They therefore at firft unanimoufly oppofed Antoninus, 0 ; 
who demanded the fame honours for the deceafed which 
had been decreed to other emperors b : but Antoninus re* 
prefenting, with great modefty, that they could not con¬ 
demn the memory of Adrien without annulling his owrt 
adoption, and degrading him from the empire, the refpe£t 
and veneration they entertained for that prince, who added 
tears to his entreaties, inclined them at laft to comply with 
his demands, efpeci|lly when they faw a great number of 
perfons appear, who were thought to have been murdered 
by Adrian, but had been carefully concealed by Antoni¬ 
nus f. The fenate dreaded likewife the foldiery, who were 
greatly attached to Adrian. Antoninus built a temple at j t ;jy 
Puteoli, and inftituted annual fports to bis honour, with him at the 
priefts, fraternities, and victims. But what gave the ent- nquiflof 
peror a far better claim to the title of Pius, was his inter- thttmwtiu. 

1 Jul. Capit. in Anton. k Eutrop. Antonin. Vit. p. it. 

' Aur. Via. in Heliog. p. 103. • 

Thus happily imitated by Mr. Prior? 

Poor, little, pretty, flutt’ring thing, 

Muft we no longer live together r 
And doll thou prune thy trembling wing, 

To take thy night thou know’ll not whither l 
Thy hum’roui vein, tlwpleafiiig folly, 

Lies all negle&ed, all forgot; 

And, penfive, wav’ring, melancholy, 

l ]fhou dread’ll and Sop’ll thou know'll not what. 

»U|. ceding 
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ceding with the fen ate in behalf of thofe who had been ba- 
niflied by Adrian, and whom that prince, faid be, would 
have recalled, had he lived longer d . 

No prince, perhaps, ever raifed fo many public and pri¬ 
vate edifices as Adrian; for be built .in moft cities of any 
note, efpecialiy at Athens; and Greece, as appears from 
Paufanias, was full of his edifices, bridges, and aquedudg. 
At Rome he rebuilt the Pantheon, the temple of Neptune, 
the fquare of Auguftus, the baths of Agrippa, and an in¬ 
finite number of other public edifices, confecrating them 
again, but leaving the names of their firffc founders 
His houfe at Tivoli was an extraordinary ItruQure, adorned 
with fine paintings, reprefenting, in one apartment, the in¬ 
fernal regions. This palace he llyled his Lycseum, Acade¬ 
mia, Prytameum, Canopus,Ptecile, and Tempe, names of the 
molt celebrated places abroad, and bellowed on the feveral 
apartments the titles of the different provinces. He built 
a new bridge aver the Tiber, now known by the name of 
Ponte Sant Angelo, and near it his own maufoleum f , which 
now ferves for a fortrefs, and is called the caflle of Sant 
Angelo *- Isfany cities, eitherbuilt, repaired, or peopled 
by Adrian with colonies, bore, for feme time, his name, 
or that of his family, which was A£lia; to wit, Carthage, 
Jerufalem, two cities in Spain i Murfa, now Effek, in Pan- 
nonia; Stratonice, in Macedon; Palmyra, in Syria Neo- 
e%farxa, in Pontus ■, Adrianopolis, in Thrace, which Hill 
retains it; Adriane, or Adrianopolis, in Libya Cyrenaica; 
Antinopolis, in Egypt, called alfo Adrianopolis , Adriano- 
thera, in Myfia, which retained that nime in the fifth cen¬ 
tury ; and Adriane, in the fame province, the birth-place 
of Ariftides fee fophift, which, however, feme writers fup- 
pofe to be the fame city with Adrianothera*. 

The regulations which Adrian eftablrihed for the prefer- 
vation of difeipline among the troops, were afterwards ob- 
ferved as the military laws of the Romans, and are often 
quoted by Vegetius. Adrian was the iirft who direfted, 
feat each cohort ihould have its proper mafona, architefls, 
and fuch artificers as were employed in railing and embel- 
lifhing edifices *. The regulations which he introduced, 
with # refpeft to the army, fee court, and fee tribunals of 

B ftice, were obferved till the end of the fourth century. 

e was the firft: who employed fee Roman knights in qua¬ 
lity of Tecretariesj and committed his dbmeltic affairs to 
their care, other emperors having -employed in fuch offices 


1 j|£ Anton, in Vit. p. 19. _ r . 

aTroCop. de Bell, Goth, lib. i. sap, » 
> ViSor. I^pit. # 


■-Spirt, p. 1. 


t Dio, p- 797- 
*> Vide S#lm«r. ‘ke¬ 
enly 



The Roman ffiftory. tyg 

only their frecdnven k (R). 'iKtc Romans had on their ef- " 
tates what they called manufacture*, or work-houfes, where 
they kept great numbers of people, efpecially Saves, at 
work. Thefc houfes were like fo many prifons, whither 
matters fent fuch of their Saves as had dilobliged them, and 
even confined them in chains. Many, to avoid being lifted, 
or punifhed for crimes they had committed, fled to thefe 
work-houfes, and were concealed. Befides, the owners of 
thefe manufactures were thought to feize paflengers and 
itrangers, to fhut them up in thefe houfes, and oblige them 
to labour, without their ever being afterwards heard of. 

Adrian, therefore, to obviate fuch inconveniencies and dif- Hea&a- 
orders, prohibited all work-houfes, except tliofe which be- hjbn all 
longed to the emperor, or tq the public *. In this reign 
flourifhed many perfons eminent in mofl branches of life- 
rature, of whom we fhall fpeak in our notes (S). -p. 


k Spart. p. li. 1 Vide Salmaf in Spa it. p. 49, 


(Rj Spartian mentions fome 
of the laws publifhed by Adrian, 
namely, that rhe children of 
proferibed perfons ftiould enjoy 
the twelfth part of their fathers’ 
eftates : that if any one founefa 
treafure in his own grounds, it 
(hould be entirely his; if in 
thofe of another, the owner c/ 
the ground fhould have the 
moiety of it; if in any public 
place, it fhould be equally (hared 
with the treafury : that fuch 
as had fquandered away their 
eftates, fhould be publicly whipt 
i Q the amphitheatre, and banifhed 
the city: that men and Women 
fhould ufe feparate and diftimft 
bathi: that if a mafter be found 
killed in his houfe, noc all his 
(laves fhould be put to drath; 
but that thofe only fhould be 
put to the torture, who were 
near enough to have prevented 
the murder: that matters fhould 
no longer have power of life 
and death over their flaves j but 
that fuch flaves as deferved to 


be capitally punifhed, fhould be 
tried and condemned by the 
magiftrates. Porphyrius in¬ 
forms us, upon the authority of 
Pallas, who wrote before his 
time, that Adrian publifhed an 
edift prohibiting all human fa- 
crifices, which were flill offered 
in feveral provinces of the em¬ 
pire (1). 

(S) Adrian himfelf ought to 
be ranked amongft the writers 
who flourifhed at this time; for 
he publifhed feveral works, both 
in profe and verfe, upon various 
fubjedts; and, among the reft, 
a Greek poem, intituled, the 
Alexandriad, of which we find 
the feventh book quoted by fome 
of the ancients (2). Spartian 
fpeaks of •certain books com- 
pofed by him, and publifhed 
under the title of Cats^riani; 
wherein he pretended to imi¬ 
tate Antimachui,whom he pre¬ 
ferred to Homer. Adrian was, 
according to Dio Caffius and 
Spartian, fo ambitious of fame. 


(1) Spart. cum Not. Salmaf. p. 5* 
Triennal. Conftanr. cap. 16. {*) 

Cs p. 11. Dio, lib. lxix. p. 788. 
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Vide VoiT. Hift, Gnnc. lib. n. 
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The emperor Titus Antoninus derived his orgin, on the 
father's Gde, from the city of Nemaufus, now Nifmcs, in 

Lan- 

that he wrote his own life in fe- feems, about the latter end of 
veral books; but caufed them the reign of Antoninus (8). 
to be publifhed under the names Of all the philofophers who 
of fuch of hie freedmen as were flouriflied in thofe times, Epic- 
perfons of learning (3). Among tetus is by far the mod renown- 
thefe was Phlegon, a native of ed: Aulus Gelliua calls him 
Tralles in Alia, who wrote a the greateft man the feft of the 
treatife on the Long-lived, and Stoics had ever produced (9). 
another on Wonderful Things. He is fuppofed to have been a 
Some fragments of thefe works native of Hierapolis in Phrygia, 
are Gill extant (4.) j and from a was for fome time a (lave, and 
paflage in the former it appears, belonged toEpaphroditus,whoni 
rhat he had not put the lali hand Suidas calls one of Nero’s life- 
to that piece in the nineteenth guard (i). This is, without 
year of Antoninus’s reign, the all doubt, Nero’s celebrated 
156th of the Chriftian sera. freedman, to whom Jofephus 

Favorinus, wellknowhby the inferibed mod of his works, 
writings of Aulus Gellius, who and who waB afterwards put to 
was his difciple, and by thofe of death by Domitian, as we have 
Philoftratus, was a native of related in that prince’s reign. 
Arles in Provence, and from Celfus, the famous champion 
bis birth ap eunuch, by pro- of idolatry, writes of Epiftetus, 
feffion a philofopher and fo- that while his in after was one 
phift, and well (killed both in day fqueezing his leg very hard, 
the Greek and Latin tongues, {n order to torment him, Epic- 
He itudied under Dio Chry- tetus faid to him very calmly, 
foftoraua, and, beftdes Aulus “ You’ll break my legwhich 
Gellius, had for his pupil the happening accordingly, “ Did 
celebrated Herodes Atticus, pot I tell you (faid he, fmil- 
whom he appointed his heir, ing), that you would break my 
He wrote a great many works leg (a) 1 ” Epidtetus was, as is 
quoted by the ancients (5); but fuppofed, let at liberty, but re- 
his ftyle was deftitutp of the mauled always very poor (3). 
gravity becoming a philofo- Being obliged, by Domitian’s 
pher(6). He and Plutarch en- edifl, banifhing all philofo- 
deavoured who (hpuld write moft phers, to quit Rome in 94, he 
books. They lived in great retired to Nicopolis in Epirus 1 
friendlhip, and Plutarch even whence be returned, upon that 
inferibed one of his works to prince’s death to Rome, He 
favorinus (7), whp died, it publiftjed feveral works, none 

(s) Dio, p. 799. Spart. p. 6, (4) Phot. *5®, Buid. p. 1071. VolT. 

flilf. Grace, lib. ii. rap. 11. (j) Idem, lib, ii. cap. 10. Suid. p. 1010. 

Pbiloftr. Vit Soph. 493. [6) Lucian, in Vit. Demonaflis, p. 549- 

(7) Jonf lib. iii. cap. 7. Gell. lib. ii. cap. 16. (8) Jonf. ibid. 

8 ) Aul, Gell, lib, 1. cap. 1. (1) Suid, p. 998. (a) Orig, in 

ilf, lib, vii. (3) Aul,Gell. lib, ii. cap. ii. & lib. sv. cap. *'■ 

of 
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Languedoc ™. His anceftors are faid by Aurelius Viftor to 
liave lived at Lanuvium, or rather Lavinium, in the 

neigh- 

d Jul. Cap. in Antonin, cum Not Salmaf. Parif. 1610. 

of which, except his Enchiri- Trajan waged with them (i). 
diun, or Manual, has reached He deferibed the expeditions of 
us (4). But Arrian, his dif- Alexander the Great in feven 
ciple, pubiifhed a great work, books, which are Hill eXrant; 
which he pretends to conliil en- and is thought by Photius to 
tirely of what he had heard him have excelled all who wrote on 
lay, and taken down, as well the fame fubjeft (2). He pub- 
as he could remember, in Epic- 'lilhed, in ten books, rhe lives 
fetus’s own terms (5). of the fuccelfors of Alexander; 

Arrian, a native of Nicode- ‘and gave, in one book, fays 
mia, was one of the moil learn- Photius, an account of India (3). 
ed men of his age, and, on This account of India is now 
account of his eloquence and reckoned the eighth book of 
knowlege, commonly ftyled the the hiftory of Alexander (4). 
Second Xenophon. He was We have Aill his Tadlica, 
preferred at Rome to the high- whereof the beginning has been 
eft polls of honour, and even long fwce loft: to his Taftica 
to the confullhip (6); whence are commonly added his in- 
moll writers take him to be the ftrudlions’concerning the march 
Flavius Arrianus, who, while he of the army againit the Alani, 
was governor of Cappadocia, and the order to be obferved in 
repulfed the Alani, as we have battle. 

related above. He lived at Rome Plutarch was a native ofChx- 

under Adrian, Antoninus, and ronea in Bmtia, where he was 
M. Aurelius (7). He publifli- born in the reign of Claudius, 
ed the familiar difeourfes of about the year 50 of the 
Epidletus in eight booka ; but Chriftian sera. He ftudied un- 
only four of them have reached der Ammonius, an Egyptian 
us (8), which are inferibed to philofopher, in the reign of 
one L. Gellius. He published Nero; and in that of Domitian 
twelve books more, containing taught at Rome. Suidas writes, 
the ipeeches of Epidletus (9), that Trajan diftinguiihed him 
and wrote his life. Photius with confular honours (5), 
quotes feveral other books com- meaning, no doubt, the con- 
pofed by him, to wit, the fular ornaments; and ordered 
hiftory of Bithynia, his native the magiftfates of Illyricum to 
country, rhe hiftory of the A- confult him in all affairs of im- 
jani, and that of the Parthians, portance. He continwed^ at 
in feventeen books, which he Rome till the death of Trajan, 
brought doVvn to the war which .when he returned to his own 

(4) Suid. p: 906. (5) Arrian. Epidl. p. 1. (6) Phot. cap. j** 

( 7 ) Volf. Hi*. Grzc. lib. li. cap. 11. (8) Phot. cap. 58. (9)Idem 

ibid. (,) Idem ibid. (*) Idem ibid. (3) Idem, p. ji. 

(♦) Voff, Hitt, Grate, lib. ii. cap. n. (3) Said. p. 54*. 
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neighbourhood pf Rome'. perhaps they fettled there, after 
having removed from Nifmea. The AureUan family, which 

was 

country, and there bore the reign of Adrian, a hiftory, 
chief employments (6). Plu- beginning with Ninus and end- 
tarch publithefd a great ma- Lng with Alexander (2). Dio- 
ny works, which are well nyfius of Halicarnaflus, de- 
fcnown, being tranilated into all fcended from the famous hi do- 
the modern languages. Marcus rian of that name, was a fo¬ 
und Caninius Celer, two' ce- phi ft, and is commonly ftyled 
lebrated fophifts, flourilhed un- Dionyfius the Atticift, and the 
der Adrian, and publilhed fome Mufician, becaufe he applied 
declamations (7). Polemon, himfelf chiefly tn the ftudy of 
another famous fophift, in great mulic, and publilhed feveral 
favour with Adrian, was a na- works upon that fubjeft: one 
live of Laodicea upon the Ly- among the reft he divided into 
cus, which fome place in Ca- thirty-fix books, containing an 
ria, others in Phrygia but account of the moll: famous 
fpent the greateft part of his poets, and players upon inftru- 
life at Smyrna, whither the meets (3). 
youth flocked from all parts to Hereonius Philo, born in the 
hear him. He was feveral City of Byblos in Phmnicia, 
times fent by that city in qua- wrote one book on Adrian’s 
lity of ambalTador to the empe- reign, twelve on the choice of 
ror Adrian, of whom he ob- books, and thirty on variousci- 
tained great fums for the in- tfcs, and the eminent perfons 
habitants. they had produced : the latter 

UnderTrajan and Adrianflou- work was abridged by JElius 
rilhed, according to Suidas (8), Severus A th emeus (4). Philo 
ftolenueusChennus, Zenobius, (5) tranilated into Greek the 
Cephaleo, and Dionyfius of Ha- hiftory oP Phmnicia written by 
licarnaffus. Ptolemwus wrote Sanchoniatho, in his native lan- 
feveral books, and among the guage, about the time of the 
rt!ft, one intitled the Surprifing Trojan war (6). The preface, 
Hiftory (9). Zenobius taught and fome paffages of this tranf- 
at Rome Under Adrian, and latinn, have been tranftnitted 
tranilated the hiftory of Salluft to us by Eufebius (7). Philo 
into Greek, He likewife made himfelf wrote the hiftory of 
a eolle£lion of proverbs, which Phtenicia, which is quoted by 
is ftill extant (1). He is fome- Eufebius (8), and Stephanus 
rimes called Zenodotus. Ce- of Byzantium (9). Hermippus 
pbaleo, beingbanillied his own of Berytus, or"of that neigh- 
country, retired into Sifily, bourhood, was one of Philo’s 
where 'he publilhed, in the difeiplea, and highly efteemed 

1*1 Ruakl. cap 15. (7) Fbiluft Soph. 14. (D) Suid. p. 646, iu<i 

> 447 - (9) Phot. cap. i 9 o. (1) VclT cap. 11. (a) Suid. ibid. 

Flhot. cap. 68. _ (9) Suid. p. 74). Voff. cap. ix. Jonf. lib. iii. 

Of S. (4) Suid. p. 1065, Voff. Hifi. Grec. lib. ii. cap. >o. 
<|) Grig. id Celf. lib. i. p. ig. (6) Voff, Hift.Grasc. lib, i. cap. «. 

(7) Eulcli. Prjep. Kb. i. cap, 9. (8J Idem ibid. lib. i», cap. «*■ 

(9) Voff. ibid. lih. ii. cap. 10. 
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was the prefent emperor’s, is thought to have been very 
ancient} but was not diftinguilhed very early with prefer- 


by Adrian, though the fon of a 
freedman. He wrote five books 
upon dreams, which are quoted 
byTertullian, and others (i). 
I’aulus of Tyre, contemporary 
with Philo, publilhed a treatife 
of rhetoric. He obtained of 
Adrian the title of metropolis 
for the city of Tyre (j). Le- 
ander Nicanor, of Alexandria, 
the fon of Hermias, publilhed 
feveral grammatical and hiflori- 
cal pieces (3). Dingenianus, a 
native of Heraclea, publilhed 
many treatifes on grammar and 
geography, which Hefychius 
made ufe of in compiling his 
Lexicon (4). His collefhon of 
ancient proverbs is ftill extant. 
Under Adrian fiuurilhed, ac¬ 
cording to Vollius (3), Jafon 
of Argos, who comprifed in 
four books the hiftory of Greece, 
to the death of Alexander, 
./Elian, author of the Taftica, 
lived at this time; for he ad* 
drelied his work to Adrian. 
Another writer of the fame 
name fiourilhed abouta hundred 
years after ; whence it is no 
eafy talk to determine, which 
of thefe two was the author of 
the Hiftory of Animals, of the 
Hiftoria Varia, and of other 
pieces which are, by the an¬ 
cients, aicribed to an A£lian, 
but long fince loft. t 
tinder Adrian flourifhed the 
two Latin hiftorians Suetonius 
and Florus. C, Suetonins Tran- 
quillus was the fon of Suetonius 


merits 

Lenis, or L®tus, a Roman 
knight, who, at the battle of 
Be ariacum, commanded a le¬ 
gion in quality of tribune, as 
we have related in its proper 
place. Pliny the younger had 
a great friendlhip for him, kept 
him conftantly with him, and 
wrote to one of his friends, 
that the more he knew him, 
the more he loved him, on ac- 
•counr of his probity, ingenuity, 
prudence, and application (6). 
From the great lumber of au¬ 
thors, who have quoted his 
works, it appears, that they 
were generally read, and greatly 
efteemed, both by the Greeks 
and Latins. Tertullian quotes 
his book of the Roman ihews 
(7), and St. Jerom that ofil- 
luftrious men, upon the plan 
of which he wrote his own (8): 
perhaps the lives of the illuf. 
trious grammarians, orators, 
and poets, commonly afcribed 
to Suetonius, were part of that 
work. Vopifcus, fpeaking of 
his hiftory of the twelve Caefars, 
calls him an impartial and cor- 
redl writer ; but adds, that he 
cannot compare him to Salluft, 
Livy, Tacitus, orTrogus (9). 

Florus is thought to have 
been a native of Spain, and of 
the lineage of the Senocas; 
that his family-name was L. 
Annxus Seneca ; and that, be- 
ing«adoptcd by one Florus, he 
took the name of L. Julius Flo¬ 
rus. Spartian, in the life of 


(>) Tertull. de Anim. cap. 46. VolT. ibid. Orig. in Celf. Snid. p. 
*° 4 S* (») 5 uid.p. 465. (3) Snid, p.119. Voff. ibid. 

lib. ii. cap. i*. (4) Suid. p. 737. (5) Volf, ibid, 

(6) Plin. lip. x, 47) Tertull. Spec. cap. j. (8) Hier. 

Fir. Illuft. Przf, (j) Vopifc, in Firm. 

Adrian, 
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■ ments in Rome (T). T. Antoninus was born atLavinium, 
on the nineteenth of September of the year 86, Domitian 
being then conful the twelfth time, with Cornelius Dola- 
bella. He is ftyled by Julius Capitolinus, who wrote his 
life, T. Aurelius Fulvius Boionius Antoninus; but from 
feverat ancient inferiptions it appears, that, inltead of Ful¬ 
vius, we ought to read Fulvus ". As from his infancy he 
behaved in a very dutiful and obliging manner towards all 
bis relations, many of them left him eltates, by which 
means he became exceeding rich. He was a great lover of 
the country and country diverfions; but neverthelefs did 
not decline public employments, in which he acquitted him- 
felf with great reputation, and imiverfal applaufe. He was 
conful in 120, afterwards one of the four confulars appoint¬ 
ed by Adrian to govern Italy, and then fent into Alia with 
proconfular authority; where, by the mildnefs of his go¬ 
vernment, Ifis affability, and engaging behaviour, he gained 
the efteem and affe&ions of perfons of all ranks. Upon 
his return to Rome, Adrian appointed him one of his coun¬ 
cil, and tranfafled nothing without his advice". He mar¬ 
ried Annia Galeria, the filler of Marcus Aurelius’s father, 
Uitiffiie. and had by her two fons and two daughters. The eldeft of 
the daughters was married to Lamia Syllanus, but died 
foon after: (he was probably named Aurelia Fadilla; for we 
find one of that denomination called, in an ancient inferip- 
tion, the daughter of the emperor T. Antoninus p . Ihe 
other called Annia Fauftina, yvzs married to M. Aurelius, 
her coufin-german The two fons, M. Aurelius Fulvus 
Antoninus, and M. Galerius Aurelius Antoninus, mull 

■ Vide Salmaf. in Not. ad Anton. Vit. p. 4.7. • Dio, lib. lxx. 

p. *00. Jul, Cap. p. 17. f Vide Mabill. Analeft. cap. 4. p. 

joo. S Jul. Cap, p. 18—*j. 

Adrian, quotes fome verfes thor often difagrees. Whether 
eompofed by a poet named Flo- the fummaries prefixed to each 
tub, whom moft writers take to book of Livy’s hiftory were 
be the epitomizer of the Roman done by Florus, is uncer- 
hiftory; for that epitome was tain (1). 
written in the reign^of Trajan, (T) His grandfather Titus 
and feems to be the product of Aurelius Fulvus, or Fulvius, 
a poetical genius. It is greatly was the firfl conful of the Au- 
elreemed by the learned, who relian family- His father Au- 
■ neverthelefs find fault with the rglius Fulvus was likewife ho- 
author for not obfervmg with noured with that dignity, and 
due punftuality the order of univerfaHy elteemcd on account 
time. It is not an abridgment of his extraordinary accomplifh- 
of Livy; for with him the au- ments and integrity. 

(1} VofT. Hill. Lit. lib. i. cap. 39. 


have 
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hive died wry young; for no mention is made of them in 
hiftory. 

Antoninus is celebrated by all the ancients as one of the belt Hit ck*. 
princes that ever fwayed a feeptre. His behaviour was ex- ralttr. 
tremely engaging; he was always ready to hear with patience 
the meaneft of the people; to no one was ever admittance 
denied to his palace or prefence, efpecially when they came 
to complain of his officers, minifters, or procurators. He 
was an enemy to all pomp and oftentation. His table was 
rich without extravagance, and frugal without meannefs. 

He never courted the favour of the people, but Teemed ra¬ 
ther to defpife popular applaufe, which had been the idol 
of moll of his predepeflors. He never flattered others, nor 
fuffered any one to flatter his a own perfon. He obferved Hitnli- 
with great exaclnefs the Roman laws and ceremonies. He g'°n, «■- 
offered in perfon, as high pontiff, the facrifices, which had fi^ncyin 
been performed by inferior priefts ; and never failed to af- A«*» 4 ® , >s 
fill, unlefs prevented by fome indifpolition, at all public ‘‘ 
atls of religion, fhewing always a profound refpeft for the 
Deity r . As he never admitted any to his friendlhip, with 
whom he was not thoroughly acquainted, he was a molt 
conftant friend, lillened to no calumnies, nor entertained 
any fears or jealoulies, as Adrian had done, who in the 
end was difgulted with all*his old friends, and difeharged 
them with ignominy. He was naturally of a mild temper, Hischmtm- 
ever inclined to mercy, which he ihewed even to the molt tyand 
vicious and wicked, chooflqg rather to deprive them of the 
means of doing mifehief, than to puniili them according to 
their deferts. During his long reign of twenty-three years, 
lie is faid never to have done any thing that favoured of 
cruelty, ill-nature, or that could give to any perfon what¬ 
ever juft motive of offence ■ (U). 

T. An- 

' Jul. Cap, it— 13. Paul", lib, viii. • Dio, lib. Ixx. p. too. 


(U) When he arrived in Alia, 
with the character of proconful, 
he chofe to lodge the firft night 
,n the houfe of Polemon the 
celebrated fophilt, which was 
the belt and largeit in Smyrna : 
hut the proud and brutal fo- 
phift, who was then in the 
country, returning home about 
midnight, and finding the pro- 
cnnful in his houfe, mltead of 
thanking him for the honour he 
had done, him, made fuch com¬ 


plaints of the liberty he had 
taken, that Antoninus, to ap- 
pcafe him,-was obliged to leave 
the houfe at that time of night, 
and* feek for a lodging clfc- 
where. However, when An¬ 
toninus was raifed to the em¬ 
pire, Polemon came to Rome 
to pay his relpedb to him. The 
emperor received him in a mail 
obliging manner, and ordered 
him to be lodged in the palace; 
but reminded him, at the fame 
time. 
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T. Antoninus was adopted by Adrian, as we have related 
above, upon the death of Ailius Verus Cvefar. Some au¬ 
thors write, that Adrian was induced to prefer him to fo 
many other great men, by the particular refpeft, and ten¬ 
der regard, which Antoninus (hewed to his father-in-law, 
whom, as he was very old and decrepit, he ufed constantly 
to conduit to the fenate, attending him like a Have : Adrian, 
feeing him one day leading and Supporting the old man, 
was fo pleafed with the fight, that he adopted him for that 
very reafon *. But Adrian could not by this alone be in¬ 
duced to confer fo great an honour upon one who had 
given fo many proofs of his extraordinary talents and abi¬ 
lity, He chofe him, therefore, becaufe he judged him to 
be the heft qualified for the fovereign power He was 
adopted on the twenty-fifth'of February of the year 139, 
and at the fame time inverted with the proconfular and tri- 
bunitial power, honoured with the name of Csefar, now 
peculiar to the prefumptive heir of the empire, and diftin- 
guirtied, as wc conjecture from fome ancient coins, with 
the title of emperor, which had hitherto been given to the 

1 Jul. Cap. p. 17, 18. v Bio, lib, Ixix. p. 796, 797. 

time, of what had pafTed at paving fent for Apollonius the 
Smyrna, by ordering his do- celebrated Stoic, who refided at 
medics to take care, that no one Chalcis in Syria, to inftruft M. 
turned him out of his apart- Aurelius in the principles of 
ment (z). A comedian com- that feft, the philofopher flew 
plaining ro the emperor, that to Rome,, attended by a great 
Folemon had driven him out of number of difciples. Upon 
the theatre at mid-day, Anto- their arrival Antoninus invited 
ninusanfivered, “.Hedrove me Apollonius to court, in order 
out of my lodgings at mid- to deliver his difciple to him. 
night, aniknevertheless I made The haughty pedant anfwered 
no .complaints.” The em- with great infolence, that the 
peror going one day to fee the mafler was not to come to the 
line houfe of Valerius Omulus, difciple, but the difciple to the 
and admiring, amoogft other mafler; which words being re¬ 
filings, certain pillars of por- lated to Antoninus, “ Does A- 
phyry, be a Iked him-, where he polloflius then (faid he, fmil- 
hadpurchafcd them. ButOmu- ing), think it a more trouble- 
lus, instead of being pleafed to fome journey from his lodgings 
fee the emperor take notice of to the palace, than from Chalcis 
the ornaments of his houfe, re- to Rome ? However, he order- 
turned this rude anfwer, “In ed M. Aurelius to wait upon 
other people’s houfes you mud him. 
learn to be deaf and dumb (3). 

f») Pbilof. Soph. p. 13, (]) Jul. Cap. p. 18—23. 
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fovereign alone (X). Adrian adopted Antoninus upon con¬ 
dition that he fliould adopt M. Annius Verus the fon of 
his wife's brother, and L. Commodus the fon of L. Verus 
Csefar ; which he did accordingly, before the death of A- 
drian, probably the fame day on which he himfelf was 
adopted w . 

Antoninus returned the emperor thanks in the fenate for Hh « K . 
the honour he had conferred upon him, diftributed large rajn/. 
fums among the foldiery and popujace, expending his own, 
and not the public money; and bcfides performed the pro- 
mifes which had been made to them by Adrian. All the 
cities of the empire ufed, on fuch occafions, to prefent the 
adopted prince with fums of money inftead of crowns, 
which were thence called aurum coronarium. Thefe fums 
Antoninus remitted entirely ’to the eities of Italy, and a 
moiety to all the reft. He even contributed, out of his pri¬ 
vate fortune, a great deal towards the works which Adrian 
was carrying on, and obeyed that prince, while he lived, 
with as much refpedt and fubmiflion as did the meaneft 
of his fubjefb, except when he attempted to murder him¬ 
felf, or others. Adrian, dying at Baiie, on the tenth of He taufts 
July, as has been before obferved, Antoninus prevailed J,jrian ,a 
upon the fenate to confer fuch honours upon him as had 
been decreed to the beft of emperors; and continued all 
thofe in their employments, who had been preferred by 
him. It was, according to fome writers, on account of this 
tender and filial refpefl for^he memory of his father, (hat 
the fenate decreed him the glorious furname of Pius ; 
others think, that they diftinguifhed him with that title in 
reward of the great tendernefs he teftified for his father-in- 
law in his old age, or of Adrian in his ficknefs, or becaufe 
he preferved many whom Adrian had commanded to be 
murdered ; or, finally, on account of the natural fweetnefs 

w Spart. in Adr, p. iz. 

(X) We are told, that his ift Alia, the priefts of the city 
fuccefiion to the empire wtyspre- of Trallej in Lydia received 
faged long before by many o- him not with the ufual faluta- 
meas. While he governed part tioa, “ Ave, proconful! Hail, ‘ 
of Italy in quality of proconful, proconful!” but flyled Sim em- 
°ne from among the crowd cried peror. At Cyzicus, a crown 
out.to him, while hewasadmi- belonging to the ilarue of one 
ftering jufticc, “May the gods of the gods was found upon 
profper your undertakings, that of Antoninus (4), &c. 

Auguftui,” Upon his arrival 

(♦) Jul. Capit. p. 8, 
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of his temper, and the extraordinary refpeft he (hewed for 
religion and religiousperfons r . It is certain, however, that he 
bears the epithet of Pius in feveral medals of this year, and 
is chiefly known by it in hiftory r. Paufanias thinks he de- 
ferved not only this title, but that likewife which was be- 
(lowed on Cyrus, namely, the Father of Mankind, in con- 
(ideration of the paternal care he feemed to take of all 
men. Commodus, and the emperors who fucceeded him, 
affumed the fame title ; .which ferved only to render their 
wickednefs the more confpicuous. This year Antoninus 
was likewife. honoured with the title of Auguftus, and of 
High Pontiff, and his wife Fauftina with that of Augufta. 
He refufed many other honours which the fenate offered 
him, and, among the reft, the title of the Father of his 
Country ; which, however, fie accepted in the courfe of the 
following year *. 

We know but very little of the actions of this great 
prince, and are almoft as ignorant of the order of time, 
with refpe£l to what has reached us. Julius Capitolinus, 
who wrote his life, and inferibed it to the emperor Diode- 
(ian, is but a very indifferent hiftorian, and greatly per¬ 
plexed in his narration. What Dio Caflius wrote of An¬ 
toninus has been loft eight hundred years flnee, and con- 
fequently before Xiphilin undertook the abridging that au¬ 
thor j fo that we can only give our readers a general idea 
of this excellent prince’s government and condudt. He 
lived, according to Julius Capitplinus, after his acceilion to 
the empire, in the fame manner a3 he f had done when he 
was a private perfon ; no alteration appeared in his beha¬ 
viour towards his friends, nor had any of his enemies ever 
the lead reafon to be grieved for his preferment. He would 
fuffer none but Haves to wait upon him, (hewing on all oc- 
cafions the greateft refpedt for the equeftrian and fenatorial 
orders. He never tranfa£ted any buGnefs of confequeuce 
without the advice of the fenate, (hewing them, when em¬ 
peror, that regard which he deftred to fee paid to them by 
other emperors while he was a fenator. He frequently 
gave an account, wen to the people, of all his a£lions ana 
negociations. When he demanded the confulihip, or other 
employments, either for liimfelf or his children, he appear¬ 
ed like a private perfon among the other candidates. M. 
Aurelius owns, that Antoninus convinced him by his ex¬ 
ample, that a prince might lead a private life even in a 
court. 

* Jul. Cip. p, 17. Ptufan. lib. viii. p. *7j. Dio, lib. Ixx> p. 799 * 
f Spanb. lib. viii. p. 714. * Gaits, p. 71, 

He 
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He reduced moft of the imports and tributes, and ftri£Uy fJj j- 
enjoined his receivers and colledlors to exa£b them without tht tri- 
any feverity or oppreflion, faying, that he chofe rather to butit. 
be poor than have his coders tilled at the expence of an 
opprefled people. He was no fooner raifed to the empire, 
than he difpofed of the greateft part of his private ertate in 
favour of the indigent citizens ; aud the emprefs Fauftina 
repining at his generofity, he told her, that a prince ought 
to have no private intereft, no private property, and no¬ 
thing in view but the public welfare. He appointed for Prtfin 
governors of provinces fuch only as were perfons of known m Jy mr9 
integrity, and is faid never to have preferred an undeferving * mera ‘ 
man to any employment whatfoever. Hence fome conti¬ 
nued in their ports during the whole time of his reign; for 
he would not remove thofe w6o difeharged their ollices to 
the fatisfattion of the people. Gavius Maximus was for 
the fpace of twenty years captain of the pnetorian guards; 
and others held their employments during the whole time 
of his reign. His paternal ertate, which was very great, 
he laid out in bounties and largefles; but was very fparing 
of the public money : whence at his death his own coffers 
were found empty, but the treafury full. He deprived 
feveral ufelefs perfons of the penfions fettled upon them by 
Adrian, faying, he could wot bear to fee the ftate impo- 
verilhed by thofe who were not ferviceable to it, but lived 
in idlenefs upon the labours of others. Though he was 
fparing of the public monej^ yet no one ever charged him 
with avarice ; for he gave daily inftances of an unbounded 
generofity. 

He would accept of no legacies from fuch as had chil- Inflmctt 
dren, and ordered the eftates of criminals condemned for »/ 
extortion, to be reftored to their heirs, after the perfons, “ 
whom they had pillaged, had been fully fatisfied. Under 
no prince fewer eftates w„re confifeated, than under him. 

He extirpated the whole tribe of informers, and was ready, 
upon the leaft misfortune that happened to any city or pro¬ 
vince, to leffen their tribute ot taxes *. Many obtained the 
privileges of Roman citizens for themfolvcs, and not for 
their children, who, in that cafe, remained Greeks, accord- , 
ing to the exprefiion of an ancient hiftorian, and ijpnfc- 
quently were incapable of enjoying their fathers eftates, 
which fell to the treafury, if the deceafed had no Roman 
citizen amongft his relations. This regulation, favour¬ 
able indeed to the avarice of princes, but repugnant to hu¬ 
manity, Antoninus utterly abolifhed b . He beftowed great 
privileges and fabrics, in all the provinces of the empire. 


* Jul. Cap. p, *0— 50. 
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upon fuch men of teeming ns undertook (he education of 
youth ; maintained incredible numbers of children, wbofe 
parents were indigent; fupplied the fenatorB and magiftrates 
with money, to defray the expencesof their neceffary jour¬ 
neys j and fpent eonhderable fums in (hews and fpcdlacles, 
complying in that particular with the inclinations of the 
people, though he himfelf diiliked fuch diverfions. 

Though he was not addicted to building, yet he raifed 
a great number of (lately edifices at Rome, and in the 
neighbourhood. He caufed a port to be made at Caieta, 
now Gacta, repaired that of Terracina, finifhed Adrian’s 
magnificent maufoleum, built a (lately palace at Lotium, in 
Hetruria, about ten miles from Rome, in which place he 
had been educated; and contributed large fums towards re¬ 
pairing feveral ancient buildings in Greece, Ionia, Syria, 
and Africa. On the village of Pallantium, in Arcadia, he 
bellowed the’privileges of a city, and exempted it from all 
manner of tribute, becaufe Evander was fuppofed to have 
built,,and peopled with the inhabitants of that village, a 
Promifet to city in the place where Rome flood c . He promifed, in the 
put no/i- beginning of his reign, to fpill the blood of no fenator; 
"death^and which promife be obferved fo religioufiy, that one being 
convifled of parricide, he contented himfelf with banilh- 
ing him, even after he had owned his crime. Attilius Ta- 
tianus and Prifcianus being accufed of confpiring againft 
the-life of the emperor, the latter deftroyed himfelf, and 
tho former was only banilhed » of his fon, Antoninus took 
particular care, and brought him up a^ if he had been his 
own child. He would fuffer no enquiry to be made after 
their accomplices, anfwering the fenate, when they preffed 
him to it, “ I do not care the world fhould know by how 
many perfons I am hated.” He never engaged in any war 
which he could avoid, and was often heard to fay, that he 
had rather favc one citizen than deflroy a thoufand ener 
mies. 

h ejltemtd By this condu£l he gained the a(fe£lions, not only of his 
even by the own people, who revered him as their father and protestor, 
Remf 11 but likewife of the declared enemies of Rome, who enter¬ 
tained fuch an opinion pf his equity, juftice, and modera¬ 
tion, that, in their difputes, they cbofe him for their judge 
and arbitrator j and indeed no Roman emperor was ever more 
adeemed and revered by all foreign nations, than Antoni¬ 
nus. The king of the rarthians, having raifed a formidable 
army, and invaded Armenia, retired, contrary to the ex¬ 
pectation of all, and difbanded his troops, upon the receipt 


keeps hit 
premife. 


< JaJ. Cap. p. 17—‘no, Paufan. lib. viii. p. >7}. 
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of a letter from Antoninus. The kings of Hyrcank, ®«*. 
tria, and India, fent ambafladors to him, courting his friend- 
fiiip and alliance. Pharafmanea, king of Ibena, came in 
perfon to wait upon him at Rome, and (hewed much greater 
refpeft and veneration for him than he had formerly done 
for Adrian. The Lazi, the Armenians, theQuadi, and fe¬ 
deral other nations, readily received fuch princes as he was 
pleafed to appoint over them, though they were not then 
fubjeft to the empire d . Antoninas is by fome hiftorians 
compared, by others even preferred, to Numa, on account 
of the tranquility which Rome enjoyed during the greateft 
part of his reign, and his extraordinary care of all things 
belonging to the wqrihip of the gods, and to religion. 

Adrian died, as we have rented before, on the tenth of 
July, 139, Camerinus and Niger being confuls. Thefe 
were fucceeded by the emperor Antoninus, the fecond time 
conful, and Caius Bruttius Prtefens. This year Antoninus Merries 
gave his daughter Annia Fauitina in marriage to M. Au- his daugh. 
relius, whom he created Csefar, and, at the requeft of the “ r 
fenate, though this year only quxdor, named for the con- 
fulate the year enfuing ; which he dilcharged as bis col¬ 
league. The fucceeding confuls were M. Peducteus Syloga 
and T. Hoenius Severus ", during whofe adminidration one 
Celfus rebelled ; but all we* know of his revolt is, that on 
this occafion the emprefs Faudina was greatly difpleafed 
with the kindnefs which the clement emperor (hewed to 
his enemies r . Soon after, »Faudina died, and was, not- Tketm- 
withdanding the diffolute life (he had led, at the requed of prrfs Feu- 
Antoninus, honoured with divine worlhip, prieds, tem- rfw/ » 
pies, datues of gold and filver. Games were indituted to 
her honour, and her datue was, by Antoninus’s order, car- g^gg fa 
ried amongd thofe of the other gods at the Circenfian gads, 
fports. The emperor was not unacquainted with her irre¬ 
gular conduft j but had done all that lay in his power to 
keep her diforders concealed from the public ». 

_ In the following year, Lucius Cqfpius Rufinus and Lu¬ 
cius Statius Quadratus being confuls, Afitoniqus indituted 
folemn fports at Putcoli,* inlionour of Adrian, which were 
ftyled Pia and Pialia, ?nd were to bp celebrated the fecond ■ 
year of each Olympiad. Hie next confuls were C.£elli- Attires Hi* 
cius Torquatiis and Tiberius Claudius Atticus Herodes. ” 

In the following ponfulflup of Lollianus Avitus and Clan- t J a „[gi. 
d*us Maximus,' the Brigantines in Britain revolted; but jhip. 
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were foon reduced by Lollius Urbicus, governor of that 
province, wbo deprived them of great part of their coun¬ 
try, fubdued the more northern nations, and built a wall 
between the friths of Forth and Clyde h . For the viQories 
gained by Lollius, Antoninus was honoured, as appears 
From fome ancient medals, with the title of Britannicus 
Next year Antoninus entered upon his fourth confulfhip, 
having for his colleague M. Aurelius Csefar, the fecond time 
conful, and gave the manly robe to Lucius Verus his 
adopted fon, who had completed the fourteenth year of his 
age on the fifteenth of December of the preceding year. 
The fame year Antoninus confecrated the temple which he 
had built to the honour of Adrian, and on that occafion 
diftributed considerable fums among the populace k . In 
the next confulfhip of Sex. Frucius Clarus and Cn. Clau¬ 
dius Severus, fome difhirbances were raifed in Germany 
and Dacia; but were foon appealed by the governors of 
thofe provinces. The Alani likewife, attempting to invade 
the Roman dominions, were driven back into their own 
country with confiderable lofs *. 

During the adminiftration of the following confuls Lar- 
gus and Meffalinus, the emperor invefted M. Aurelius with 
the tribunitial and proconfular power. By Fauftina, the 
daughter of Antoninus, he hath already a daughter named 
Lucilla, who was afterwards married to L. Verus. The 
emperor on all occafions (hewed a particular efteem for M. 
Aurelius, confulted him in every affair of confequence, 
often followed his advice, and fufferedhim to govern as if 
he had been his partner in the fovereign power, defpifing 
the malicious infinuations of thofe who attempted to 
eftrange his mind from the young prince, as if he wifhed 
for his death. As the conduft of L. Verus was very dif¬ 
ferent from that of M. Aurelius, the emperor treated him 
in a quite different manner. He did not bellow upon him 
the title of Cxfar, or any other peculiar to the apparent 
heir of the empire; nor did the emperor, during the whole 
time of his reign, inveft him with any power whatever; a 
plain indication, that he difliked him, not without reafon, 
as we (hall fee hereafter. 

In {he confulate of I'orquatus and Julianus, the Moors 
took up arms, upon what provocation we know not; but 
were foon defeated, driven out of their own country, and 
obliged to fhelter themfelves in the mofl diflant parts of 
Libya beyond Mount Atlas The three following years 

* Vide Alford. Annal. Britan, ad in. 14.1. 1 Vide Caufib. in 

Sparf. p. s a - k Jul. Cap. p. 36. 1 Ibid, p, 19—if “ P*Mf* ni 
lib. viii. p. 17J. 
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Were quite barren of events. In the firft, Servius Scipio 
Orfitus and (^Nonius Prifcus were confuls; in the fecond, 

Glabrio Gallicanus and Vetus ; and, in the third, Quin- 
tilius Condianus and Quintilius Maximus i the two latter jfo lwt 
were brothers) and are greatly extolled by the ancients, on brother, 
account of their learning, their experience both in civil and %aintilii, 
military affairs, their wealth, and, above all, for their mu¬ 
tual unity and Concord j for they a&ed on all occalions, fays 
Dio Caffius, as if they had not been two, but one perfon -, 
whence they are known in hiftory by the name of the Quin- 
tilii n . They governed the provinces conjointly, the one 
being lieutenant to the other; were confuls together; 
wrote to the emperor, received anfwers, judged caufes, 
publifhed books, in common and were in the end unjuitly 
condemned and executed together, by order of the emperor 
Commodus, as we (hall relate in the hiftory of that prince’s 
reign. They were natives of Troas, and highly efteemed by 
M. Aurelius, under whom they governed Greece in 173, 
andPannonia in 178. They publifhed a treatife on agri¬ 
culture, of which fome fragments have reached our times 0 . 

In the following year, the fifteenth of Antoninus’s reign, 

Sextus Junius Glabrio andC. Omullus Verianus being con¬ 
fuls, Juftin the Martyr publifhed his firft Apology, and 
prefented it to the emperof, to his adopted fons, and to the 
fenate. As Antoninus was a prince of a merciful difpofi- 
tion, he was fo far moved by it, and by the informations 
which he had received from other parts of the empire, that 
he addreffed a letter to the whole province of Afia in fa- Aitttniaiu 
vour of the diftrefled Chriftians, which he concluded with favourable 
thefe words: “ If any one for the future fhall moleft the to the 
Chriftians, and accufe them merely on account of their re- c * r j/liani. 
ligion, let the perfon who is arraigned be difeharged, though 
he is found to be a Chriftian, and the accufer be punifhed 
according to the rigour of the law r." At the fame time 
the emperor wrote in behalf of the Chriftians to the Athe¬ 
nians, Theffalonians, Lariffeans in Theflaly, and to all the 
Greeks. Thefe letters put a ftop to the perfection, which, 
however, broke out, and raged with great violence, under 
Marcus Aurelius. , • 

Next year, when C. Bruttius Przfens and A. Junius Ru- Vr. of FI. 
finus were confuls, the Tiber, overflowing its banks, laid 
the lower parts of Rome under water. The inundation was jj‘ c ‘ 
followed by a fire, which confumed part of the city, and ' 

Several 

* Dio, lib. lxxi. p. 8i4. Csfaub. in Spart. p. 94. Philoft. Soph, calamitiet .. 
17- * Vide Calaub. in Spart. p. 94. P Eufeb. lib. iv. 

cap. tS. Juft. Apol. p, too, Cnron. Alex, p, 60!, <10. 
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a famine, which fwept off great numbers of the citizens, 
notwithftanding the care which the empeftr took to hate 
corn conveyed to the city from the moft diftant provinces. 
The fame year the cities of Narbonne in Gaul, and An¬ 
tioch in Syria, and the great fqnare at Carthage, were in 
great part confumed by fire; bat foon reftored by Antoni- 
nuB to their former fplendor This year L. Veras dif- 
charged the office of quzftor, and exhibited on that occa- 
fion public (hews, at which he prefided, fitting between 
Antoninus and M. Aurelius. The following year he was 
raifed to the confulfhip, and had for his colleague T. Sex- 
cius, or, as he is called by others, Sextilius Lateranus. C. 
Julius Severus and M. Rufinus Sabinianus, difeharged that 
office next, and were fuccecffed by M. Ceionius Silvanut 
and C. Serius Augurinus, during whofe confulfhip the ci¬ 
ties of Cos and Rhodes, with feveral others in Lvcia and 
Caria, were overturned by a violent earthquake \ but foon 
reftored to their former luftre, Antoninus contributing 
very confiderablc fums, to repair the Ioffes which the in¬ 
habitants had fuftainedThe four following years are 
quite barren of events: the confuls were Barbaras and 
Regulus; Tertullus and Sacerdos ( Plautius Quintillus and 
M. Statius Prifcus 5 Appius Annius Bradua and T. Vibiui 
Bradus. The two latter were Yucceeded by M. Aurelius 
Csefar the third time, and L. Verus the fecond time conful. 

During their adminiftration, the emperor was fsized 
with a violent fever at Lorium$ one of his country-feats; 
which in a few days terminated his life on the fevehth of 
March, after he had lived feventy-three years, five months, 
and fixteen or feventeen days, and reigned twenty-two 
years, feven months, and twenty-fix days. When he found 
death approaching, he fentfor the Captain* of the prztorian 
guards, and the chief officers of the court, and in their 
prefence confirmed his adoption of M. Aurelias, and re¬ 
commended the empire to his care and attention, without 
taking the leaft notice of Lucias VetuS. He then ordered 
the golden image of Fortune, which always flood in the 
emperor’s bedchamber, to be removed to the room of M. 
Aurelius. When the tribune came for the parole, the word 
he delivered was Equanimity. He left hn paternal eftate 
to his daughter, and legacies to all hit friends add domef- 
Me it «m- tics. Though he died in an advanced age, he was no lefs 
•vnfaUj lamented by alt the fubjeSa of the empire than if he had 
lamtMid. been fnatched from them in the bloom of youth. His fu¬ 
neral was performed With the utrtioft potap and magnifi- 

l Jul. Cap. p. »6. Via. Epit. * Jill. Cap. p. »1, a*. 
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cenpe, nod his body depofifced in the pgmppu^ maufoleum 
of his jpredeceflbr Adrian j .on wljicb oceafion two funeral 
orations were pronounced, one by R1. Aurelius, pod an¬ 
other by h, Verus. He washy the fenstc ranked among 
the gods; a temple was huUt to his honour i priefls, facri- 
fices, and annual fports were inftituted (Y). 

M. Au- 

(Y) The writer* that flou- His Roman hilloryis, property 
ritoed in hi* reign were JulUn, fpAkirw, a feparstc and dil'- 
Julius Paujus, Appian/ Gslli- tmft huW of *11 the nation* 
nicu* Sytprius, Catvifius Tau.- fubiedt to Rome, -horn the ear- 
iua, Apollonius, Ptolemy the lieu times to the reign qf Au- 
aftrologer, Frontq, Telephu*, gultus, though he lbmetimc* 
and Claudius Maximus. JuC-^ carries ft dpvvnto the time of 
tin is thought to have infenjbed’ Adrian (5 ). Hishiftory of the 
his abridgment of Trogu* Pom- wars of Africa, Syria, Parthia, 
pcius to the emperor Antoni- Pontus, Iberia, Spain, Illyri- 
nus Pius. Tragus Pompeius cum, and of Hannibal and 
is ranked among the bell hifto- Mithrid*tes, with live books of 
rians of Augultus’s reign, and the civil .wan, of which he 
put upon a level with Livy, wrote fqveq, have reached up ; 
Salluft, and Tacitus (1). Ju- and, befides, fume fragments 
liu* Psulus pubblhed fevcral of feveral otherhiftories copied 
poetical pieces, apd is com- by M. Valois from the collec- 
raended by Aulua Gellius, tan lions,pf Conlhntine Porphyro- 
account of hi* great erudition geqifus. Helikewife wrote the 
and probity. He lived in Gel- hi (lory of the wars of Judasa, 
lius’s time; but died befqje and of that which Trajan waged 
that grammarian began to with theDaciaps (6}. Photius 
write: .whence he* is thought admiresthecleganceofhisllylr; 
to have flourilhed under Adrian but chiefly .commends him as an 
and Antoninus (2). Appiap, impartial,writer, and one who, 
who wrote the Reman hiflpiy ip his mxqupts,aimedmoftly at 
iq Greek, was a native .qf Ale*- truth (7). Gallinicus Sutorius 
andria, pleaded dome time at was .anarive.qf Petra in Arabia; 
Rome, and .was afterwards cm- but fpcqt rooft partof hiB life at 
ployed hy the emperors to take Athens. Hewrqte the hiftory 
care of their .private eftates and pf Alexandria in ten books, 
revenues (3). He lived,in the quoted by St- Jerom (8), arid 
reigns of Trajan, Adrian,,sod publilhed. federal Other piece* 
Antoninu*, and was writing in pp various fubjedls (9). Calvi- 
the year poo .of Rome, ithe .Sets Taurus is often mentioned 
tenth of Adrian’s reign U)' Jy Anlus GeJli.us, .whB went to 

(1) Vo(T. Hid. Lat. cap. 19, Si ,3. (t) Aul. Gel. lib. i. cap. *1. 

lib. :V. cap. a- lib. xvi. rap.,10. lib. *.<*■ cap- 7. VoC Post. Lit. 
p. $*■ (1) AppU**-!** 1 %r. P* isi- (♦) Appi«n. p. 7. 

(5) .Idem- P- 4- Eaagr. . lib. yi. cap. a+- (6) Appian. in Syr. 

P SD. Phflt. cap.jy. .,(7) ®h»t.,jhid. (g) flier, in Dan- 

(9} fluid, p. sj6o. 
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hear him while he inftrufted the frequently to hear, even after 
Athenian youth in the princi- he was raifed to the empire, 
pies of the Platonic philofophy Ptolemy, the celebrated aftro- 
(i). He publilhed feveral works, loger and geographer, fiourifhed 
one among the reft, (hewing the under Adrian and Antoninus, 
difference between the doctrine Suidas writes, that he was bom 
of Plato, and that of Ariflotle. in Alexandria; but Voflius 
Aulus Gellius quotes a treatife maintains, that he was a native 
written by him on anger, and „of Pelufium, and fuppofed to 
the firft book of his comments have been an Alexandrian, be- 
upon Plato’s Gorgias (z). Te- caufe he made his aftronomical 
lephus, who inftrufted L. Ve- obfervations in that city (4). 
rus in the Greek tongue, was Sulpitius Apollinaris, a cele- 
born in Pergamus, and wrote a brated grammarian, is often 
book on the rhetoric of Homer; mentioned by Aulus Gellius, 
another on the perfefl agree- who feems to have entertained 
ment between that poet and a great opinion of him (5), 
Plato; the lives of fqch poets Some of Kis obfervations upon 
as had written comedies ana tra- Terence have reached our times 
gedies ( inftru&iona on the (6^|. M. Cornelius Fronto is 
choice of books; a defeription of extolled by the ancients, as one 
Pergamus, with the hiftory of its of the beft orators of his age, 
kings and laWB; an account of axd by fome compared with 
the laws and cuftomsof Athens; Cicero. f\ulus Gellius tells us, 
and a collection of epithets (3) . that he never vilited him, which 
Claudius Maximus was by birth he did frequently while he was 
a Tyrian, and one of M. Aure- very young, without profiting 
lius's preceptors, whom he in- much by his inftrudhons (7), 
flrufted in the principles of the In Adrian’s time he was efteein- 
Stnics. He publilhed feveral ed the moft eloquent orator of 
philofophical pieces, and dif- that age, and was afterwards ap- 
courfes on the Platonic philofo- pointed by Antoninus to in- 
phy, which have reached our ltru£l M. Aurelius and L. Ve- 
times, and are defervedly ef- rus in Latin eloquence. M, 
teemed by the learned. We Aurelius valued him above all 
have already mentioned Apol- his preceptors, caufed a ftatue 
lonius the Stoic, who was an- to be ere tied to him in Rome, 
pther or M. Aurelius’s precep- and honoured him with the con- 
fors, and whom that prince went fular dignity (8). 

(«) Aul. Gel. lib, xsiii. cap. so. (*) Ibid. lib. j, cap. .6, lib. vi. 
pap. 14. (3) iSuid. p. Sj7. (4) VofE Hiff. Grace, lib. iv. cap. 17. 
/j) Aul. Gel. lib. iv. cap. 17, lib. xiii. cap. 17, ire. ■ (6) Vide 

falvif. an. 16j. (7) Gel. lib, ii. cap. *6. (8j J u |, Cap. in Aurel. 
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M, Aurelius is, by the ancients, reckoned the bell prince 
that ever governed the empire, and his reign commonly 
ftyled the Golden Age; for he verified the faying which 
he had borrowed of Plato, and had often in his mouth, 
that ftates would he happy when princes were philofo- 
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pliers *. He was of the Annian family, which fome welters Hit ixtrat* 
derive from Numa Pompilius. However that be, it is ccr- »»», re¬ 
tain, that his great-grandfather, Annius Verus, originally /<**»«* 
of Succubse, a city of Bsetica in Spain, was the fir ft fenator 
of the Annian family, and afterwards created prater. His 
fon was raifed by VefpaGan to the rank of a patrician, ap¬ 
pointed governor of Home, and honoured twice with the 
confulfhip. He had three children, Annius Verus, the fa¬ 
ther of M. Aurelius; Annius Libo, who was conful; and 
Annia Galeria Fauftina, who was married to the emperor 
Antoninus Pius. Annius Verus married Domitia Calvilla, 
called alfo Lucilla, the daughter of CalviGus Tullus, who 
had been twice conful, and had by her M. Aurelius, and a 
daughter named Annia Comificia. M. Aurelius was born in 
Rome, during his grandfather's fecond confulfhip, on the 26th 
of April, in the year 121. His firft name was Catilius Seve- 
rus, that of his mother’s grandfather, who had beengover- 
nor of Rome and twice conful. Upon the death of his father, 
who died in his pratorfhip, he was adopted by his grandfa¬ 
ther, M. Annius Verus, and aflumed his name. The emperor 
Adrian ufed to call him M. Annius Veriflimus, on account 
of his great fincerity; and, under that name, Juftin the 
Martyr addreffes him in his fecond Apology. When he was 
adopted by Antoninus, he took the nameB of M. ./Eli us Au¬ 
relius Verus, the appellation of Aurelius being peculiar to 
the family of Antoninus, and that of ASlius to the family 
of Adrian, into which Antpninus had been adopted. Upon 
his acccflion to th$ empire he transferred the name of Verus 
to L. Commodus, his brother by adoption, and took for 
himfelf that of Antoninus; but is generally diftinguiihed 
from his predeceffor, either by the pranomen of Marcus, 
or the furname of Philofophus ; which was given him by 
the unanimous confent of hiitorians, and not by any public 
aft or decree of the fenate *. 

He was from his tender years brought up by the emperor Hiiuhtm* 
Adrian, whom Dio Cafiius calls his kinfman. That prince 'i’* 1 
would have willingly adopted, and appointed him his fuc- 
ceflor; but chofe in bis room, as he was then too young, 

T. Antoninus, who had married his aunt, obliging him to 
adopt his nephew. Annius Verus, his grandfathef, com¬ 
mitted the care of his education, while he was an infant, 
to a matron, who lived in his houfe; but M. Aurelius 
thanks the gods that he was but a fliort while under her 

■ Dio, lib, Ixxi. p. 8 ■ j. Jul. Cap. in M. Aur. p. 33. * Dio, 

lib. laix, p. 797. Jul. Cap. in M. Aur. Jufhn. Apol. ii. Grut. 
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tuition 0 } for Adrian, taking him from his grandfather, 
brought him up in the palace, employing the greateft men 
of that age to tnftrud him in every branch of literature. 
JiiiJIuJiti jj e applied himfeif to the ftudy of pnilofophy under the ce- 
and Uara- j e t,rated iqphift Apollonius Sextus of Chxttmea, Plutarch’s 
nephew, Junius Rufticus, ClaudiuB Maximus, Cinfia Ca¬ 
tullus, and Claudius Severust to that of eloquence under 
Rerodes Atticus, and M. Cornelius Fronto; and to the 
ftudy of the law under Jj. Volufius Metianus, or, aB fome 
ftyle him, Mxcianus, the moft learned civilian of that age. 
M. Aurelius is faid to have excelled in all thefe branches 
of learning, and to have been one of the grcateft orators, 
philofophers, and civilians, of his time. He delighted 
chiefly in the ftudy of philofophy, and was thoroughly ac¬ 
quainted with the tenets and principles of the different ledb. 
When he was but twelve years old, he entered himfeif 
among the philofophers, wore their habit, and priftifed all 
their aufterities, lying on the ground, falling, and ab- 
Hh rtJptS ftaining from feveral kinds of‘meat. He ftiewed, even after 
10 k " P r,m he was emperor, great refpeft to thofe who had inftru£ted 
ctptors, j,i m> e fpccially to Junius Rufticus, of whom we hsve fpoken 
In our notes; tranfafted nothing without his advice; fa- 
luted him always before the captains of the .guards; raifed 
him twice to the confullhip ; and, after his death, prevailed 
upon the fenate to decree him a ftatue. He exprefled no 
Jefs gratitude and veneratioti towards his other mailers, 
keeping in his clofet their injages in !gold, vifiting fre¬ 
quently their fepulchres, and adorning them with crowns, 
viflims, and flowers. 

PraSifei His great application to the ftudy of philofophy, -and the 
tht aufty aufterities he pra&ifed, impaired his health to fuch a de- 
-gree, that he became very weak and infirm, though natur- 
fothiri. >i)y of a rob nil conilitution*. As he led a very regular 
life, he lived, notwithftanding his bad health, almoft to 
the age of fifty, and perfdrmed great things, applying him¬ 
feif to the dilpatch of bufindfs with great care and afl. tiity. 
aw- He had a great diflike to all forts or (hews, fports, dild di- 
and . Ter ^ !ons i being naturally grave and Jeribus ; Out neverthe- 
fdt°diw ;W 8 ' a PP earc fl at, them foirietiinea, that he might notfeem 
Jam. * - to condemn thofe Who frfcqoented them. He ufed, while 
ho was emperor, to lead, write, or talk to his miniflere 
about public affairs, during the whole time of the {ports 
for which praflice he was often rallied by the rpopuiacn, 
hut defpifed their farcalins *, When he was but Gxteen he 

, ■ M. Aar. de fcip. lib. i/cap. *4..' w Jul,C»p. fa M Aur. 

M' Anton- lib. i. cap. 3. ■ Jul. Cap. p. 13. 
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made over Ms paternal c&ate to his filler, faying, that Jus 
grandfather’s eftate was enough for him. Adrian adopted 
Antoninus Pius, upon condition that he ihould adopt M. 
Aurelius, at that time eighteen years old, and L. CommO- 
dus, who was only in the feventh or eighth year of his age, 
but already Adrian’s grzndfon by adoption, bring the fon 
of L. /Elias Ceefar. M. Aurelius was fo far from being 
elated with his new dignity, that, on the<eontrary, be could 
not help betraying great uneafinq£s and concern, telling 
thofe who came to congratulate him upon his promotion, 
that they knew not how difficult and dangerous a thing it 
was to command *\ Adrian had betrothed to him, when he 
waB but fifteen, the daughter of L. Verus Csefar, named, 
as is commonly believed, Fabia j and appointed, that An¬ 
toninus (hould bellow his daughter, Annia Faullina, on 
young Lucius. But, upon the death of Adrian, Antoni¬ 
nus propofed a match between his daughter and M. Aure¬ 
lius, who agreed to it, married her fome years after, and 
had a daughter by her named Lucilla, who was wedded to 
L. Verus m 164, and afterwards to Pompeianus (Z). 

Antoninus having declared M. Aurelius his fucceflbr, 
and recommended to him the empire and his daughter, in 
the prefence of the chief officers of the court, the fenate, 
as loon as he expired, obliged M. Aurelius to accept the 
fov^reignty, and take upon him the management of affairs, 
without even mentioning L. Verus, who was likewifo the 
fon of Antoninus by adoption, but very different in his tem¬ 
per and condu£t both from bis father and brother. He was 
entirely abandoned to debauchery, and more inclined to 
tread in the footlteps of Nero and Caligula than to imitate 
the virtues of T. Antoninus and M. Aurelius*. Antoninus, 
well acquainted with his temper, had never invelled him 
with any power, nor even conferred upon him the title of 
Csefar. However, M. Aurelius immediately declared him 

r Jill. Cap. p. *4. z Jul. Cap. in M. Aur. p. * j, le in Vcr. p. 36. 

{ Z) He had feveral ,oth;r peror, 'Aptoninus Geminus, 
daughters by her, of whom Severus, or rather Verus, ityled, 
three were alive in the year on •Tome medals, Annius Ve- 
■ 93, and one was put to death rus, T. Aurelius AnRminus, 
by Cafacalla in 212. Annia- and T. jElius Aurelius. Com* 
Faullina brought him likewife modus and Antoninus GeminBi 
feveral fon), to wit, Comma- were twin* (1). 
dus, who was afterwards em¬ 
it] Jul. Cap. in Aur. & in L. Ver. p. 35- Hesndian. lib. i. p. 4 s - 
It lib, iv. p. 54S. 
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not only Carfar, but Auguftus, and his partner in the fo- 
re reign power; fo that fiome law herfelf, for the firft time, 
govenml by two fovereigns. As they were at the fame 
time confuls, thk year, the 163d of the Chriftian xta, is 
diftmguifhed in the faftij and inferiptions, by the confulatc 
of the two Augufti*. Aurelius, in railing Lucius to the 
empire, gave nim the name of Verus; fo that he was 
henceforth called Lucius Verus, inftead of Lucius Corn- 
modus; he added that of Antoninus, which he himfelf 
aifumed, whence he is ftylcd, in moft ancient inferiptions, 
M. Aurelius Antoninus b . The two emperors proceeded 
from the fenatc to the camp of the prastorian guards, where 
they promifed the foldiers a bounty of twenty thoufand 
fefterces, “M. Aurelius fpeaking for both. They performed 
afterwards, with great pomp, the funeral of their deceafed 
father, caufed him to be ranked among the gods, and infti- 
tuted a new college of priefts, called Aureliani, or Aure- 
lian priefts. They both governed with great mildnefs and 
unity, Lucius conducing himfelf rather as Aurelius’s lieu¬ 
tenant than his partner in the fovereignty. Their admi- 
niftration was fuch, that no one had occafion to regret the 
lofs of Antoninus, whofe juft meafures were purfued by 
both princes. That their union might be the more lading, 
M. Aurelius betrothed his daughter Lucilla to L. Verus ; 
and on that folemnity both princes added a great number 
of children to thofe who were fupplied with com at the 
public expence. r 

But the tranquility and happinefs, which Rome and the 
whole empire enjoyed under the two fovereigns, was 
foon interrupted by a dreadful inundation of the Tiber, 
which happened in the beginning of the following year, 
when Rufticus and Aquilinus were confuls; it overturned 
many private houfes and public buildings in the city, car¬ 
ried away great numbers of people and cattle, and laid un¬ 
der water the neighbouring country to a great diftance. 
This inundation was followed by earthquakes, conflagra¬ 
tions in feveral provinces, and a general infeftion of the 
air, which produced an infinite number of infefts, that 
deftroyed what the flood had fpared, and occaGoned a fa¬ 
mine,in Rome. Thefe calamities were in great meafurc 
alleviated by the care and prefence of the two emperors, 
who, at their own expence, fupplied the diftrefled city with 
corn, and made good the lofl'es fuftained by individuals c . 
At the fame time the Parthian war broke out, the Catti 

> Arift. Orat. xvi. p. 4ii, b Vide Goltx, p, 34, ' Jul. 

Cap. p. 15. 

made 
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made irruptions into Germany and Rbxtia, and the Britons 
began to revolt. CalpumiuB Agricola was difpatched againft 
the latter, and Aufidius Viftorinus took the field againft 
the Catti; but it was thought proper that L. Verus (hould 
march in perfon againft the Parthians, while M. Aurelius 
continued at Rome, where his prefence was judged necef- 
fary- T^he good emperor was not difpeafed to hare fuch a 
fpecious pretence for removing his colleague from Rome, 
hoping that a warlike life would give him a diftafte to the 
idle amufements and debaucheries of the town; but he was 
greatly difappointed, as we fhall fee hereafter. What fuc- 
cefs atended Agricola and Viftorinus we are not here told. 

All we know of the wars with thefe nations is, that Didius 
Julianus, who reigned after Pgrtinax, is faid to have over¬ 
come the Chauci, and likewife the Catti, who had made 
inroads into the Roman dominions. The war in Britain 
muft have likewife lafted a long time ; for it was not ended 
eight years after, when that of the Marcomanni broke 
out d . 

As.for the Parthians, they were at this time governed by Tit Per- 
Vologefes, probably the fon of Cofrhoes, who reigned in the th ‘ a9 ‘ *- 
times ofTrajan and Adrian. Antoninus had refnfed to reftore tart n ' ar ' 
the golden throne, which had been feized by Adrian. Thisre- 
fufal perhaps occafioned the War; for, before Antoninus died, 
the Parthian had made great preparations, and, foon after 
his death, appeared in the field at the head of a formidable 
army '. Great difturbances? of which we find but a very Difturb- 
confufed account iibthe ancients, happened likewife at this «*<■« >» 
time in Armenia, raifed, in all likelihood, and fomented, Armtma. 
by the king of Parthia. Sohemus king of Armenia was 
driven from the throne, and the king of the Henochii, a 
people dwelling between the Cafpian and Euxine feas, was 
killed by a petty prince, named Tiridates, who was after¬ 
wards taken prifoner by the Romans, and by M. Aurelius 
confined to BritainSeverinus, a native of Gaul, and A %vhth 
governor of Cappadocia, having entered Armenia at the Rimes 
head of feveral legions, was attacked by the Parthians near a L" )l cut 
a place called Elegia, And cut off with All his troops: we 
are told, that not a Angle perfon ofjthe whole army efcaped • 
the general (laughter. Dio Cafiius aferibes the victory to 
Vologefes; but he obtained it by the valour of Ofrhoes, or, 
as Lucian calls him, Othryades, who commanded the army, 
and was, in all likelihood, fome prince of the royal family 

* Span, in Julian, p. £9, • Arid, Oral, ix. p, ny. 1 P io, 

lib. l*xi, p, 99a, 
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of Parthia, on whom Vologefes intended to beftpw the 
crown of Armenia v. 

VoIogefeB, elated with this victory, entered Syria at the 
head of a very numerous army, committing dreadful ra¬ 
vages hoth in that province and in Cappadocia, which he 
Eke wife invaded, after having defeated Attidius Cornelia- 
nus, who commanded in Syria. Againft lb formidable an 
enemy, it was judged proper, that one of (he emperors 
fliould march in perfon.; and accordingly L. Verus depart¬ 
ed from Home this year for Syria. M. Aurelius accompa¬ 
nied him to Capua, whence he was fcarce returned to 
Rome, when he was informed, that his colleague had been 
feized at Canofa with a violent diftemper, occafioned by 
the debaucheries and diforders to which he had abandoned 
himfelf ort the road: for thV: luxurious prince, inftead of 
purfuing his march with all poffible expedition, to fave 
Syria, which was over-run by the Parthians, and ready to 
revolt from Rome, loitered in all the cities in his route, 
fpending his time in banquets and revels, and plunging 
himfelf into the moft infamous debaucheries- Upon the 
news of his illnefs, M. Aurelius caufed vows and facrifices 
to be offered for his recovery, and took a fecond journey to 
fee him. When he began to .recover, M. Aurelius return¬ 
ed to Rome; and L. ‘Verus foqn after purfued hisjourney, 
palling over into Greece, and from thence into AGa, Paro- 
phyGa, and Cilicia. As he Hopped in every place that 
could afford him any kind of f diverfion, he arrived, when 
the year was already far advanced, in Syria; and, chooGng 
Antioch for the place of his retidence,' abandoned himfelf 
to all manner of lewdneTs and debauchery, while the offi¬ 
cers, Who commanded under him, carried on the war. 
Thefe were Statius Prifcus, Avidius Caffius, Martius Verus, 
Saturninus, Fronto, and Tatianus, all perfqns of great ex¬ 
perience, and efteemed the bell commanders bf that age. 
As for the emperor Verus, he was fo ingrafted with his 
{ileafures and diverGons, that, though the war tailed four 
years, he.never once .appeared at the head of his army, 
which confided of the flower of the Roman troops -, but 
wallowed in all manner of lewdnefs at Antioch, Daphne, 
and Laodiceu, while.his'officers were fignalizing themfelvcs 
in thf field' 1 . All we'know of this war is, that many great 
exploits were performed in Armenia, Syria, Mefopotamia, 
Media, and upon the banks of the Tygris'; that the Ro- 

t Lucian. Pfeud. p. 41$. Sc Hift. p. 347. k Jul. Cap. in M. 
.Aur. p. aS.-Se 4 n'iV*r. p. ft- Phil oft. Soph. 17. Dio, in Excerpt. 
Val. p. 77 S- A lib. Ixxi. p. 80s. * Lucian, Hift. p. }6s. 
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mans befieged Edefla in the province of Ofrhoene, and 
gained many Ggnal victories ■, mat Ofrhoes was once forced 
to fave himfclt by fwimmmg crofs the Tigris; that the 
PartWia its received a dreadful overthrow at Europa, a city 
of Syria, on the Euphrates, a little below- Zeugma; and 
that finally, Ofrhoes, who commanded the Parthian troops, 
haring loft his army, was obliged to conceal himfelf in a 
Care. 

While L. Verus indulged in all fflrts of pleafures at An¬ 
tioch, M. Aurelius made it his whole ftudy to reform, by 
his example, and wholefome laws, the manners of the Ro¬ 
mans, to redrefs abufes, to reward the virtuous, and reclaim 
the vicious rather by gentle means than fevcrity. The 
people enjoyed, under his mild adminiftration, all the 
bleflings of liberty; and were no Iefs free than their an- 
ceftors had been in the belt times of the republic. He paid 
a greater deference to the fenate than Antoninus himfelf 
had ever done, referring to that body the decifion of fuch 
caufes as belonged to his own tribunal, and undertaking no¬ 
thing without their advice; to which he chearfully fubmit- 
ted. He never failed attending the fenate, delivering his 
opinion there like a private fenator. He adminiftered 
juftice in perfon with great afliduity and impartiality; 
heard with patience fuch as 1 complained of his minifters ; 
and endeavoured as far as was confiftent with equity, to 
fatisfy all thofe who had recourfe to his judgment- He fuf- 
fered no criminal to be condemned or executed, till he had 
examined with great care and attention the charge, and 
heard what the perfon accufed could allege in his defence. 
He was naturally inclined to mercy; but neverthelefs 
punilhed fuch as were guilty of any enormous crime with 
the utmoft rigour. However, we have innumerable in- 
ftances of his clemency, and very few of his feverity. 

In the following year L. A!lianus, or Lselianus, and Pa¬ 
llor, being confuls, Statius Prifcus made himfelf mailer of 
Artaxata, and a place called The New City; which foon 
became the firft city of Armenia. Prifcus being foon after 
fent againft the Farthiafis, Martius Verus took upon him 
the command of the troops in Armenia. Partly by force, 
partly by his wife conduct and conciliating bebavioar, he 
prevailed upon the Armenians to fubmit to the Romans, 
and to reftore Schemas to the throne, who, being expelled 
by Vologefes, had refided fome time at Rome, been 
created a fenator, and honoured with a confullhip k . On 
fcvcntl medals of this year mention is made of the reduction 

k Dio, p, go*. 
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of Arthenia by Vcrus, who, in fome infcriptions, is laid 
to have given a king to ArmeniaThough he had no 
lharc in that conqueft; yet the fenate diftinguifiied both 
him and M. Aurelius with the title of Armeniacus, and both 
affirmed this year that of imperator, doubtlefs for the re¬ 
duction of Armenia. 

Next year, when Macrinius and Celfus were confuls, M. 
Aurelius fent his daughter Lucilla into Syria, to be married 
to L. Verus, to whom the had been for fome time betroth¬ 
ed. She was attended by her lifter Cornificia, by Cfvica 
Pompeianus, uncle to L. Verus by the father, and many 
other perfons of diftin&ion. M. Aurelius would have 
willingly accompanied her in perfon into theEaft; but parted 
with her at Brundufium, and returned to Rome, that he 
might not feem to affume to himfelf the glory of finilhing 
the Parthian war m . In the fourth year of M. Aurelius’s 
reign, Gavius Orfitus and L. Arrius Pudens being confuls, 
Vologefes, having attacked the Romans at the head of a 
very numerous army, was totally defeated by Caftius; who, 
purfuing the advantages of his vidtory, advanced to Cteli- 
phon, took that city, and laid the palace of the Parthian 
monarchs in allies. He likewife fubducd Edeffa, Babylon, 
and all Media. The city of Seleucia on the Tigris opened 
its gates to him, and received the Romans as friends; but 
neverthelefs Caftius ordered the inhabitants, to the number 
of four hundred thoufand fouls, to be inhumanly maffacred, 
and the city to be entirely deflroyed. On his return, he loft 
great numbers of his men, who died of diftempers, or pe- 
rithed for want of provilions ". For thefe fucceffes the fenate 
bellowed on L. Verus, though he had never moved from 
Antioch, the glorious title of the Conqueror of the 
Parthians and Medes, as appears from feveral ancient in¬ 
fcriptions and medals of this and the following year The 
war being ended, Lucius Verus appointed kings over the 
foreign nations which had fubmitted to Rome; and left the 
fenators, who had attended him, governors of the Roman 
provinces. 

Next year, Q^Eervilius Pudens <and L. Fufidius Pollio 
being confuls, L. Verus returned to Rome, which he en¬ 
tered jn triumph with bt. Aurelius, who took his children 
with him in the triumphal chariot. The title of Parthicus 
was given by the fenate to both emperors, and both affum- 
ed that of Father of their Country, which M. Aurelius had 

I Octo, p. 301,303. n> Jnl. Cap. p, af. a Dio, p. 80s. 

Lucian, Hilt, p, 338. Amiuiin. lib, aaiiL • Occo, p. *83, Birag. 
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declined till the return of his brother. L. Verus, after his 
triumph, intreated, that the title of Csefar might be con¬ 
ferred on the two Tons of M. Aurelius, to wit, Commodus 
and Annius Verus ; who accordingly received that mark of 
dillinflion on the twelfth of Oflober. The return of L. 
Verus proved fatal to the whole world; for he carried the 
plague into all the provinces through which he palled ; fo 
that the infeffion not only fpread through Italy, but ex¬ 
tended to the mod diilaut countries.that were fubjeft to, or 
had any communication with Rome, or the Romans (A). 
M. Aurelius caufed fuch of the Roman people as died, to be 
buried at his own expence; and ena£ted fome wholefome 
laws concerning burials and fepulchres, which were in force 
in Dioclelian’s time p . The plague was followed by a dread¬ 
ful famine, by- earthquakes, inundations, and other cala¬ 
mities. At the fame time the Marcomanni, one of the 
moft warlike nations in Germany, invaded the empire, 
having firft drawn into their alliance all the barbarous na¬ 
tions which bordered on the Roman dominions, from Gaul 
to Iilyricum; namely, the Narifci, the Hermonduri, the 
Quadi, the Suevians, the Sarmatians, the Viftovales, Ro- 
xolani, Bafternx, Coftobochi, Alani, Vandali, Iazyges, and 
feveral other nations. 

This war, which, by the hiftorians of thofe times, is 
called one of the greatefl Rome ever fuftained, was begun 
while the flower of the Roman troops were employed in 
the Ealt again!! the Parthigns; but fufpended for fome 
time by the addrefs of the commanders on the frontiers, 
that Rome might not be at the fame time engaged in two 
fuch dreadful contells. The affairs of the Eaft were no 
fooner fettled, and L. Verus returned to Rome, than M. 
Aurelius acquainted the fenate, that a war with the Mar- 
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(A) We are told by Anuni- 
anus Marcellinus, that this 
plague firft broke out at Seleu- 
cia, where the foldiers, pillag¬ 
ing the temple of Apollo, found 
a little golden coffer under¬ 
ground, which, upon their 
opening it, emitted fuch a 
peftilential air, as immediately 
ir.fefted the neighbouring coun- 
tiy, and foon fpread into moil 


parts of the world (1); but thofe, 
who wrote at this very time, 
and before the infeftion reach¬ 
ed the provinces of the Roman 
empire, allure us, that it began 
in Ethiopia, and was {hence 
carried into Egypt, and from 
Egypt into the country of the 
Parthians, where it infefted L. 
Verus’s army (z). 


(■) Arnmian. lib. xxiii. p. 351, 153. (x) Lucian, de Hill, p- 35 $. 
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comanru was inevitable, and of fuch consequence, that it 
required the prefence of both emperors j for M. Aurelius 
was unwilling to commit the whole management of the 
war to Vcrus, judging him unfit to conduct it with fuc- 
cefs; and, on the other hand, dreading to leave him at 
Rome, where he began to be daily more and more defpifed, 
for his enormous debaucheries. The fenate approved his 
I w m,. propofal; fo that both emperors, after having offered an in- 
ptron[it finite number of facrifidfes, and implored, by all forts of cc- 
•ut from remonies, both foreign and Roman, the protection of the 

Rome. gods, left Rome about the clofe of the year, in their mili¬ 

tary drefs, and haftened to Aquileia, to make the neceffary 
preparations for taking the field early in the fpring 

The next confuls were tlv; emperor L. Verus the third 
time, and M. Quadratus, nephew to the emperor Antoninus 
Pius. In the Ipring the two emperors took the field, and 
their approach ftruck the enemy with fuch terror, that they 
repaffed the Danube, and even put the authors and pro¬ 
moters of the war to death. The Quadi, whofe king was 
dead, promifed not to crown the perfon whom they had 
chofen in his room, without the confent and approbation of 
fht Mar. the emperors. Moll of the nations, who had taken aims, 
tomami difpatched ambafl'adors either to the emperors, or their ge- 
mad otktr rjerals, to make their fubmiffion, and implore pardon for 
Gorman having difturbed the peace of the empire. Verus, who had 
for'poaco^ left the diverfions of the city muen againft his will, and 
’ panted after them, wilhed to r£turn immediately to Rome ; 
but M. Aurelius, fufpeffing the fincerity of the Barbarians, 
continued fome time at Aquileia, fortifying that place with 
new works; then paffed, together with Verus, the neigh¬ 
bouring Alps j nrovided with great care for the fafety of 
Italy and illyricum and returned to Rome about the end 
of this year r - Apronianus and Faulus being confuls the 
fecond time, the war feems to have broken out again ; for 
it appears from feveral ancient inferiptions, that both 
princes received this year the title of imperator; which was 
never done but on occafion of fome fignal fuccefs': and in 
the chronicle of Eufebius we read, that the Romans gained 
this year an important viftory over the Marcomanni, Quadi, 
SarmStians, and Dacians'. Next year, in the cpnfulate of 
QjjSpfius Prifcus and P- Cqelius Apolhnaris, the Germans, 
notwuhftandiog their late defeat, renewed the war with 
more vigour than ever 4 infomuch that-both-emperors left 
Rome in the depth of winter, and returned to Aquileia, 

I Jill. Cap. in M Aar. p. **• 1 Dio, p. M. Jul. C»p- 

Aur. p, it * Occo, p. 185. to 309, * Eulcb,Cbron, p. 1 j®- 

with 



the Raman Hiflory. 

with a defign to attack the Barbarians; but the plague be¬ 
ginning to rage with great violence, they haltily returned 
to the metropolis. As they were travelling on the road in 
the fame chariot, L. Verus was feized with an apoplexy 
near ALtinum. M. Aurelius caufed him to.be immediately 
taken out of the carriage, and blooded ; by which means 
he brought him alive to Altinum, where he lay three 
days fpeechlefs, and then died, at the age of thirty-nine 
years, having reigned eight, andfome months". M. Aure¬ 
lius conveyed his body to Rome; caufed it to be interred 
with extraordinary pomp by that of his father L. Caefar, in 
the maufoleum of Adrian ; prevailed upon the fenate, not- 
withftanding the hatred they bore him, to rank him among 
the gods; appointed him priefta and facrifices; and took 
particular care of all his relations, even of his wicked 
and debauched freedmen, whom, however, he banilhed the 
court, retaining only one of that herd, named Ecledus, 
who afterwards murdered his fon Commodus, as we lhall 
relate hereafter. 

L. Verus was a prince entirely abandoned to all manner 
of lewdnefs and debauchery. He palled his whole time in 
revels and banquets, often fcouring the ftreets in the night, 
and committing great diforders in the public-houfes and 
Hews, which he ufed to frfquent in difguife, and mix with 
the mob, by whom he was often roughly handled. During 
his four years ftay in Syria, he was fo immerfed in plea- 
fures, and lewd amours, shat he was with difficulty pre¬ 
vailed upon by his officers to march twice to the banks of 
the Euphrates, whence he haltened back to Daphne, one 
of the fuburbs of Antioch, a place fo infamous for all kind 
of lewdnefs, that “ to live after the manner of Daphne,” 
was become a proverb to exprefs the mod diflblute and 
luxurious way of living. In that place Verus abandoned 
himfelf, without reilraint, to all forts of abominations; 
while his generals were carrying on the war againft the 
Parthians, and their allies. His conduct gave occafion to 
many fevere lampoons, the Antiochians being greatly ad- 
difted to fatire; but Verus preferred his pleafures to his 
reputation : he brought with him put of Syria a great num¬ 
ber of comedians, players, and buffoons, and pafled moll of 
his time in their company. Soon after his return to Rome, 
he was faid to have fpenc at one entertainment fix millions 
of fefterces; for he prefented each of the guefts, who were 
twelve in number, with crowns of gold; and with all the 

* Jul. Cap, in M. Aur. p. »8, tc in Ver. p. 39. Gslert, Prog. tom. 
iii. p. 459. 
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gold and filvcr plate, great put of which was adorned with 
jewels, which they had made ale of daring the banquet, 
and likewife with golden bores filled with precious orna¬ 
ments'; and, at their parting, he bellowed on each of them 
a chariot, and mules richly caparifoned, to carry them 
home. He turned the palace, fays the writer of his life, 
into a tavern; for, after he had fupped with M. Aurelius, 
he ufed to withdraw to his own company, and pafs the 
whole night in drinking with his debauched companions, 
and lewd women. 

Hit fund- He was fo fond of a horfc named Celer, or the Swift, 

a;/> for a that he erefled a ftatue to him in gold, fed him with raifins 
horjt. and almonds, covered him with purple, ordered him to be 
kept in a room of the palace, ^ld, when he died, dedicated 
a ftately monument to his memory on the Vatican. He 
differed his Haves to be as free with him at all times, as 
they were with their mailers, according to the Roman 
cullom during the feall of Saturn; and was entirely go¬ 
verned by them, his freedmen, and his concubines. He 
built a magnificent villa on the Clodian Way, where he 
fpent mod of his time in revelling with his freedmen, and 
fuch women as were infamous for their lewdnefs. He once 
invited M. Aurelius, who complied with his invitation, and 
(laid five days with him, hoping to reclaim him from his 
vices by the example of his regular and blamelefs conduct; 
but, finding he was not to be reformed, the good emperor 
bore with him patiently, diflembied his diforders, concealed 
them as much as lay in his power, and> even endeavoured 
to excufe them. However, it was privately whifpered 
abroad, that Verus’s horrible exceffes, and his arbitrary 
manner of proceeding after his return from the.Eafl, occa¬ 
sioned a mifunderitanding between him and M, Aurelius, 
who was thought to have intimated in his fpeech to the fe- 
nate, that he was not much grieved for the death of his 
colleague, which enabled him to do good to all without 
controul or rellraint; and, as the bed of princes are often 
M. Ann- maliciouily cenfured, M. Aurelius was faid to have delivered 
liut it faid himfelf from fo trdublefome a colleague, either by poifon, 
by [onu if or by ordering his phyfician Fofidippus to let him blood at 
*■*? .. an improper time w . 

to if mur- Aurelius, now delivered from fo vicious and trouble- 

jtrtd., fome a partner, made it his whole ftudy to oblige all with 
his engaging behaviour, and unbounded generality. He 
feemed to excel not only his predecelfors, but even himfelf, 
governing with the utmoft moderation and mildnefs '. The 

* Jul, Cap. p. iS—" 34. * Eutrop. 
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ttftceflary preparations for the war with the MarComanni M. Aunli* 
ingroffcd at this time his whole care and attention. His wprtpartt 
lieutenants gained, it feems, fome advantages over that for- / er,A, ' ul '* r 
midable enemy in the very beginning of the enfuing year, * 

while M. Cornelius Cethegus, and C. Erucius Clams Were m enni. 
confuls ; for foon after the death of L. Veras, he took up¬ 
on him the title of imperator, as appears from feveral me¬ 
dals and inferiptions T . However, the Marcomanni foon 
refumed their courage, and fallirfg upon Vindex, captain 
of the guards, cut both him and molt of his army in 
pieces *. After this viftory, they approached the Roman 
territories, where they were met by the flower of the troops 
of the empire. A bloody battle enfued, which lalted many The Re¬ 
hears, both the Romans and*Barbarians fighting with in- . 

credible courage and refolution ; but at length the Romans grilt ™ 
were utterly defeated, and put to flight, after having loft /laughter, 
near twenty thoufand men. The Marcomanni purfued the 
fugitives to the very walls of Aquileia; which city they 
mult have taken, had not the Roman generals rallied their 
men with aftonilhing (kill and conduct. The Barbarians 
entered Italy itfelf, committing every-where moft dreadful 
devaftations *. The news of this fatal overthrow filled 
Rome with terror and confirmation. As the plague, which 
Hill raged in moft provinces of the empire, had greatly 
weakened the army, Haves, gladiators, and even the ban¬ 
ditti of Dalmatia and Dardania, were admitted among the 
troops. Befides, M. Aurelius prevailed upon fome mer¬ 
cenary Germans to*ferve againft their countrymen. 

Thus a confiderable army was foon railed ; but as money 
was wanting to pay them, and defray the other charges of 
fa dangerous a war, the emperor, not being able to prevail 
upon himfclf to burden his people with new taxes, expofed 
to public fale the furniture of the palace, the gold and fil- 
ver plate, all the valuable piftures and ftatues belonging to t / Ji an i 
the crown, and even his wife’s rich garments embroidered rich/uni* 
with gold, with a curious colleftion of pearls, which Adrian ’f 1 ** 
had purchafed during his long progrefs t through the pro- 
vinces of the empire, and depofited in a particular cabinet, c /, ar g,i if 
called Adrian’s Cabinet. The fal* lafted two months, and thf-wer. 
produced fuch an immenfe fum as enabled the empEror to 
relieve the people this year, when proviGons were very dear, 
with an extraordinary largefs \ to defray the charges of a 
five years expenfive war; and to buy tack, at the end of 
the conteft, part of what he bad fold, allowing, however, 
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the buyers full liberty to keep their purchafes, or return 
them, and take their money again b . When he was upon 
the point of fetting out from Rome, he married his daugh¬ 
ter Lucilla, the widow of L. Verus, to Claudius Pom- 
peianus, who was originally of Antioch, and the fon of a 
private Roman knight, but a perfon of extraordinary merit, 
famed for his wifdom and integrity, which M. Aurelius 
ever preferred to wealth and nobility c . However, neither 
Lucilla herfelf, nor her rrjother Fauftina, were pleafed with 
the match. Lucilla retained the title of Augufta, and all 
the badges of fovereignty d . Before the emperor left 
Rome, his fon Annius Verus Ctefar died at Paleftrina, in 
the feventh year of his age. M. Aurelius loved him with 
all the tendernefs of a father; but neverthelefs bore his 
death with great firmnefs, coiifoling the emprefs Fauftina, 
and the phyGcians, who are faid to have occafioned his 
death by opening unfeafonably a fwelling under his ear. 
The emperor fet out at length for Germany, leaving his fon 
Commodus at Rome, under the care of Pitholaus, his chief 
chamberlain, with injun&ions to employ none but Galen, 
in cafe his fon Ihould be taken ill during his abfence. 

The Barbarians laid wafte feveral provinces of the empire, 
and defeated great armies. The Marcomanni and the Van¬ 
dals made themfelves matters of Pannonia, and held it fome 
time. The Caftobochi over-ran Greece, and advanced as far 
as Elatea, a famous city of Phocis in Achaia; they pillaged 
cities, and committed on all fi^es dreadful devaftations 
However, they were at length vanquished by M. Aurelius, 
who, during this bloody and deftrudfivfc war, gave innu¬ 
merable inftances of extraordinary prudence and condu£l, 
choofing rather to prolong the war, and tire out the enemy, 
tbap-expofe his men to unneceflary dangers. The foldiersj 
animated by the example of their leader, behaved with un¬ 
common bravery; and the captains of the guard's, as Welf 
as the other generals, lignalized themfelves in a very emi¬ 
nent manner f . The Marcomanni, Quadi, Sarmatiahs, and 
Vandals,wereconftrained to abandonPannonia, and retire 
beyond the Danube- The emperor.purfued ; and coming 
up with their army, as they were palling that river, gave 
them a dreadful overthrew. The Iaz'yges were twice de¬ 
feated,"firft in Pannonia, and the fecond time as they were 

t> Jul. Cap. in Aur. p. *$. Eutrop. Sc Bii*ag. p. **i. e Lamp, 
in Comm. p. 48. Hcroriian. lib. i. p. 464. 1 Jul. Cap. p. 31- 

Hsrodian.Iib. i. p, 417. « Aramiao. lib. zaxi. p, 425. Pauli, 

lib. x. p. 35a. 1 Ariltid. Orat. ix. p. 117. 
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croffing the Danube on the ice (B). Pompeianus, the em- 

i ieror’s fon-in-law, who commanded a body of troops, de- 
iring to have Pertjnax joined in the commiffion with him, 

M. Aurelius readily complied with his requefl, though he 
had, not long before, upon feme complaints, deprived Pcr- 
tinax of an employment which he held in Dacia. Pertinax 
was attended with great fuccefs in his new commiflion; 
which induced the emperor to admit him into the fenate. Ptrtmex 
Being foon after convinced, thaf the complaints brought c ' ta,ed a 
againft him were altogether groundlefs, to repair the injury l enater ' 
he had done him, he honoured him with prxtorial orna¬ 
ments, and appointed him governor of Rhxtia and Nori- 
cum, whence he drove the Germans, who had made an ir¬ 
ruption into that province ; and was, on that account, not- 
withflanding the meannefs of his birth, raifed by the em¬ 
peror to the confular dignity e . 

Before the war with the Marcomanni was ended, an- Difturb- 
otber broke out in Egypt, the robbers and lhepherds of that anr “ <■ 
country, who were numerous, taking up arms at the infti- 
gation of their priefts, and committing dreadful diforders. 

Being headed by IGdorus, a man of great refolution and 
intrepidity, they killed a Roman centurion, and fome foi- 
diers, by treachery. Thq Egyptians joining them in great 
numbers from all parts, they defeated the Roman troops in 
a pitched battle, over-ran the whole country, and would 
have made thcmielves mailers of Alexandria itfelf, had not 
C'alfius, whom M. Aurelius had appointed governor of Sy¬ 
ria, marched ifgaiiift them. Caflius was reckoned the belt 
commander of hi$ age, and had lignalized himfelf both in the 
Parthian and German wars. However, he did not think it 
prudent to engage fo bold and defperate an enemy; but 
having found means to fow divisions among them, he ob- which art 
liged them at laft to fubruit, and Jay down their arms h . 

Caflius, having thus quelled the diiturbances in Egypt, ^ 
marched into Armenia and Arabia, where he performed 
great exploits. At the fame time the Moors over-ran almoft 
all Spain, ravaging that country with file and fword i.but 
were in the end expelled by the emperor’s lieutenants. 

■ 

I Dio, p. Sip. Jul Cap. in Pcrtin. p, j+. •> Di 9 , p, Soj. 

Vulcat. Gallican. in Vit< CalT. 

(B) A Roman foldier, who manner, threw himfelf, armed 
was upon guard during thenight as be was, into the river, croflf- 
tiear the Danube, hearing one edit, relcuedhisfellow-foldier, 
of hia comrades, who had been and returned with him to his 
taken by the Barbarians, crying poll, 
on the other fide in an affefting 
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Severus, afterwards emperor, was at that time qtraitor of 
the province of Bjetica *■ There were likewife fome com¬ 
motions in the country of the Sequani, now the Franche. 
Comte; but thefe the emperor compofed with his autho¬ 
rity, and a little feafonable feverity. The next confula were 
Herennianus and Severus, pncle to the emperor of that 
name, who, at his requeit, was by M. Aurelius admitted 
into the fenate fc . During their adminiftration, a great dif- 
pute ariling between Herqdes Atticus and the city of Athens, 
the emperor feemed inclined to favour the latter; a circum- 
ftance which fo provoked Herodes, who was a man of a 
violent and fiery temper, that when the caufe came to be 
decided by the emperor then reiiding at Sirmium, now Sir- 
mich, in Fannonia, inftrad of pleading with his ufual elo¬ 
quence, he launched into biliter and fcurrilous inveftives 
againft Aurelius, affirming, amonglt other things, that he 
fuffered himfelf to be governed by a woman, and an infant 
pnly three years old, for the emprefs Fauftina, and her young 
daughter, inftrufled by her, had interceded with the em¬ 
peror in behalf of the Athenians. When he had done 
railing againft the emperor, BafTseus, captain of the guards, 
told him, that his infolent behaviour might perhaps coil: 
him his life ; but Herodes, without {hewing the leaft con¬ 
cern or remorfe, anfwered, that a man of his age had no¬ 
thing to fear j and immediately withdrew. 

The emperor heard him the whole time quite unconcern¬ 
ed ; and when he withdrew, addrefiing the Athenian de¬ 
puties, •* You may allege your reafons t (faid he), though 
Herodes has not been pleafed to urge his.” He liftened to 
them with great attention, and could not help lhedding 
tears when they defcribed the cruel and arbitrary proceed¬ 
ings of Herodes and his freedmen, who had oppreffed the 
people in a moil tyrannical manner, However, the em¬ 
peror did not condemn Herodes, but only his freedmen j 
and the-punifhment which he infliflted upon them was very 
flight, and no-way anfwerable tD their crimes'. To all he 
remitted paTt of it, and to one, named Alcimedon, the 
whole, thinking hitn fufficiently puoifhed by the death of 
his two daughters, who were killed by lightning after their 
arrival^at Sirmium. Some time after, Herodes complained 
that the emperor did not honour him, as he had done for¬ 
merly, with his letters; and the humane prince immedi¬ 
ately fent him an anfwer, replete with the moft tender and 
^nccre expreffions of friendfhip. Next year, when Maxi- 

1 Jui. Cap. in. Aur. p. j,. b Spart. in Sever. * Onuph. in 

Fift. p. 131- Norris, epift, Canlitl. p. io|. ' * Dio, p. S03. 

l'hiloft. Soph, *7. p. 558 — 561. 
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mu» anA Oc&tuB weTe confuls, M. Avwelius gained conti- 
derable advantages over the Germans; for on all the me¬ 
dals oE this year, mention is made o{ his victories in Ger- 
many, and on fame he is ftyled Germanicus-, which title 
was aVEo bellowed on his (on Commodus this year, on the 
fifteenth of O£tober m . The next centals were M. Aure¬ 
lius Severus the fecondtime, and T. Claudius Fompeianus, 
during whofe adminiilration nothing happened which hif- 
lorians have thought worth tranfmitting to pofterity. 

But in the courfe of the enfuing year, when Gallus and Yr - FI. 
Flaccus were confuls^ M. Aurelius, by an event feemingly A *^ 3, 
miraculous, efcaped being cut off with his whole army- u, c. 9I3! 

This event happened beyond the Danube, in the country of __ 

the Quadi, where M. Aurelius was making war, and near M. Aun- 
the river Gran, which riling from the mountains of North l,ul > n 
Hungary, falls into the Danube oppoiite the ancient city of g, e c “‘ 0 /“"~ 
Strigonium, to which the Dan gives its name n - The bat- g " ° a( ^ 
tie was begun by the enemy’s flingers and archers, who, with his 
from the oppoiite banks of the Dan, galled the Romans fo •whole ar- 
feverely, that the emperor thought it advifeable to pafs the 
river, and diflodge them j apaffage which was effected ac- 
cordingly, not without great daughter on both fides : but 
the enemy retiring in good order, as it had been concert¬ 
ed among them before, drew the Romans, who advanced 
with more bravery than conduCE, into a difadvantage- 
ous fituation, among barren mountains, quite deltitutc df 
water. There, cloung tl^eir ranks, they defended them- 
felves with great bravery, and repulfed the enemy, who, 
giving over the Attack, feized the avenues, and blocked 
them up on all fides, hoping to reduce by famine thofe 
whom they could not overcome by force of arms. The Ro¬ 
mans finding themfelves thus enclofed among barren moun¬ 
tains, exhaufted with their wounds, and the fatigues of the 
battle, oppreifed with heat, and tormented with an infuf- 
fcrable drought, attempted to cut themfelves a way through 
the midft of the enemy; but all their efforts proving unfuc- 
cefsful, they found themfelves obliged to continue under 
arms, without being^tble cither to ngjit or retire. In this 
deplorable extremity both foldiers and officers began to 
abandon themfelves to defpair,* while the emperor, more * 
affedled with the miferies of the foldiers than Tiis own, 
flew through the ranks, endeavouring to raife their droop¬ 
ing fpirits | but as they faw no polfiblc means of efcaping 


■» Birag.p. Hi, 115. Lamprid. in Comm. p. jo. ■ Onupb. 
i-n F»ft. p. *3*. Tertul. Apol. cap, 5. Dio, lib. Ixxi. p. a °J- 
Baudr. p. 330. 


y 4 


the 



338 The Raman Hiftory. 

the prefent 'danger, bis words were ineffe&ual, and no¬ 
thing was heard but groans and lamentations, nothing fccn 
but marks of the utmoft defpair- 
In this diftreft, when they expcQed every moment to be 
either cut in pieces, or to become a prey to the barbarous 
enemy who furrounded them, clouds appeared fuddenly 
gathering in the air ; the iky was overcall, and, to their in- 
‘fhty art eapreffiblc joy, rain fell in great plenty s which the fainting 
r ^J foldiers received, holding their mouths, helmets, and buck- 
s 'tujhqvitr ^ ers U P t0 heaven, as they are reprefented on the famous 
column of Antoninus at Rome. In this fituation the bar¬ 
barians attacked them; fo that they were obliged at the 
fame time to drink and fight; for they were fo oppreiTed 
with drought, that fuch as were wounded, drank their own 
blood mixed with the water w*hich they had received in their 
helmets. As they were more eager to quench their third 
than to repulfe the enemy, they mull have been all cut in 
pieces, had they not been refcued by a dreadful dorm of 
hail, attended with thunder and lightning, which difcharg- 
ed itfelf upon the Barbarians, as they advanced to the at¬ 
tack. Thus were feen at the fame time fire and water de¬ 
fending from heaven ; water to refrefh the Romans, and 
fire to dedroy their enetjnes; for either no fire defcended 
upon the Romans, or what fell was immediately extinguilh- 
ed ; while the rain which fell upon the Barbarians was fo far 
from overcoming the flames which confumed them, that, 
on the contrary, it redoubled their violence, as if it had 
not been water but oil. The enemy, thus deditute of 
water in the midd of a heavy Ihower, were obliged either 
to wound tbemfelves, in order to extinguilh with their 
blood the devouring flames, or to have recourfe to the Ro¬ 
mans, and throw tnemfelves upon the mercy of M. Aure¬ 
lius, who received and entertained them with great huma¬ 
nity • (C). After fo glorious a vidlory M. Aurelius was 

pro- 

■ Dio, lib. lxxi. p. 8oj, 80S. 


(E) Thus Dio Caffiua relates 
this memorable event) fo much 
celebrated by Apollinaris, Ter- 
tuIlian, .Eufebius, Julius Capi- 
tolinus, Themiftius in his ora¬ 
tion before Theodofius, St. Je- 
rom, Gregory of Nyffa, the 
j oet Claudian, and the chroni¬ 
cle pf Alexandria. It was eq- 

(') Thsmilt 


graved on the famous column 
of. Antoninus, with the other 
exploits of M. Aurelius during 
the Marcomannic war, and on 
another which Themiftius tells 
us he had feen (1). The truth 
of this event has been univer- 
fally acknowleged both by the 
£hrifiian and Pagan writers, 
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proclaimed emperor the feventh time, and the emprefs 
Fauftina was honoured by the fcnatewith the title of Mater 
Cajirorum , or the Mother of Armies p. 

Marcus Aurelius could not, however, be yet prevailed 
upon by his friends to leave Germany, and return to Rome, 
being defirous to reduce the countries of the Marcomanni 
and the Sarmatians to the Rate of Roman provinces, not 
through vanity and ambition, but becaufe he found by ex¬ 
perience that he could not rely upon their fidelity. This 
defign he would have compared, had he not been inter¬ 
rupted in the midft of his conquefts by the revolt of Caffius, 
which we fiiall relate hereafter. He continued in Germany 
great part of the following year, when Pifo and Julianus 
were cunfuls ; and having quartered twenty thoufand men 
in the countries of the Quad} and Marcomanni, harafied 
thefe two nations fo dreadfully, that they refolved to aban¬ 
don their native foil. But M. Aurelius haring received 
timely notice of their defign, prevented them from putting 
it in execution; fo that their fields being laid wafte, and all 
communication with the neighbouring nations cut off, they ' 
were at laft conflrained by famine to fend ambalfadors to The Mar- 
the emperor, and fue for peace. The Quadi, at the fame comauai 
tiine, releafed all the Roman deferters, and thirteen thou- and Q , ‘“ i ‘ 
fand prifoners, whom they*had taken during the war j and 
by that prefent obtained a peace, upon condition that they 
fhould not for the future trade within the Roman domi¬ 
nions, nor fettle within fix miles of the Danube. But this 
peace was fhort-livqd; for the Quadi, inflead of executing 
the articles of their agreement, joined the Iazyges, who 
were Rill in arms, and drew over the Marcomanni. At 


p Dio, p. 80S. 

who ucverthelefs difagree as to iliower was owing to the em- 
the authors of it. Dio Caliius peror’s own prayers. In the 
aferibes it to a celebrated magi- above mentioned column of (he 
cian of Egypt, named Arou- Anronini, it is by the Pagans 
phis, who attended the emperor aferibed to their Thundering 
in this war (2); Suidas* to a Jupiter. Bur all the Chriftian 
magician, named Julianus, who writers allure us, that fo fignal 
was originally of Chaldza, and a favour was granted byjreaven 
wrote feveral books of ma- to the prayers of the Chriftian 
gic (3). Julius Capitolinus (4), foldiers who ferved in the Ro- 
Themiftius (5), and the poet man army. 

Claudian (6), pretend (hat this 

(*) Dio, p. 105, 806. (3) Euid. p. 4.39, 

in M. Aur. p. 3*. (5) Tbemift. Qrat. xv, 

Coi)f. Honor, fi.p. 183. 
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the fame time they expelled Furtius, their king, for difap- 
proving their meafures, and, of their own authority, ap¬ 
pointed Ariogefes in his room; which conduft M. Aure¬ 
lius refented fo highly, that though the Quadi promifed to 
fet at liberty fifty thoufand Roman captives, upon condition 
that he concluded a peace with them, and confirmed Ario¬ 
gefes in the title of king, the emperor would pot hearken 
to the propofal, but, on the contrary, profcribed the new 
prince, and fet a price ppon his head. 

In confequence of this profcription, the Quadi, being 
joined by the Marcomanni, the Iazyges, the Buri, the Na- 
rifci, and many other nations, attacked the Romans but 
were, after a long, bloody, and obftinate difpute, totally 
defeated. Ariogefes himfelf was taken prifoner, and brought 
to the emperor, who, notwJthftanding his late menaces and 
refentment, generoufly fpared hia life, and contented him¬ 
felf with confining the captive to the city of Alexandria, 
the metropolis of Egypt \ After this victory molt nations 
in Germany fent deputies to implore peace, offering to fub- 
mit to fuch terms as the emperor fhould think fit to impofe. 
The Quadi feem to have continued in arms till the reign of 
Commodus. The Marcomanni, after fuch repeated Ioffes, 
fubmitted, and obtained a peace, upon condition that they 
fcould not fettle within five miles of the Danube. Zan- 
tiches, king of the Iazyges, wailed on M. Aurelius in per- 
fon, attended by all the great men of the nation ; and was 
received into favour, hut obliged to retire with his people 
farther from the Danube than the Marcomanni. They were 
a very powerful and warlike people, and had taken above 
a hundred thoufand prifoners during this war, whom they 
reftored to liberty upon the conclufion of the peace. Be- 
fides, they fupplied M. Aurelius with a body of eighteen 
thoufand horfemen, of whom he immediately fent five 
thoufand into Britain, where the Romans were threatened 
with a new war. The Buri, Narifci, and other German 
nations, obtained peace upon fuch terms as the emperor 
would never have granted, had he not been obliged to put 
an end to this war in order to lead his troops againft Caf- 
fius, whofe revolt was likely to bring dreadful calamines 
upon,the empire, as it* had already raifed the courage ot 

the barbarians. . , 

Avidius Caflius, whom we have frequently mentioned 
in the Parthian and Egyptian wars, was, as fome authors 
write, defcended by the mother from the ancient family ot 
the CaCGi. His father, Avidius Severus, raifed himfelf, 

s Dio, p. loB. Is in Excerpt, Vsl. p. 717. 


according 



The Roman Hjftoty. 

according to the author of his life r , from the degree of a 
centurion to the firft employments of the ftate ; and was, 
on account of his extraordinary parts, defervedly favoured 
by the emperor, M. Aurelius, but died before the revolt of 
his fon (D). He was remarkable for maintaining difcipline 
among the troops ; but his feverity, according to Vulca- 
tius, favoured of cruelty ; for if any foldier was found to 
have taken any thing by violence from the people of the 
provinces, he caufed him to be immediately crucified in 
the place where the fad was committed: fome he ordered 
to be burnt alive, others, chained together, to be thrown 
Into a river, or into the fea. He punilhed dcferters by cut¬ 
ting oif their hands and legs, fayiog, that the light of a cri¬ 
minal, living in mifery, made a deeper impreffion than his 
being put to death at one blow? As he had been attended 
with wonderful fuccefs againft the Parthians, M. Aurelius, 
in his firft war with the Marcomanni, fenc him againft the 
Sarmatians, their confederates. While he was encamped 
near the Danube, fome auxiliaries of his army, upon in¬ 
telligence that the enemy Jay carelefsly on the banks of that 
river, went without his knowlege to attack them, killed 
three thoufand, and returned to the camp loaded with booty. 
Their centurions, who had projected this enterprize, and 
headed them in the aCtion) expedited fome great reward 
from Cafiius, for having, with a handful of men, killed 
fuch a number of the enemy, while the tribunes and other 
officers had negledited fo favourable an opportunity. But 
Cafiius, confidering^this as a bad precedent, which might 
be attended with worfe confequenccs, inftead of rewarding 
the centurions, caufed them all to be feized, and crucified 
like Haves. This feverity occaiioned a mutiny in the army ; 
but Cafiius, without betraying the leaft fear, appeared un¬ 
armed in the midft of the incenfed multitude, crying aloud 
to them, “ Kill me; and to your negleCt of duty, add, 
if you dare, the murder of your general.” This intrepi¬ 
dity damped their fury ; and, no one daring to utter a Jingle 


' Vulcat, Gallican. in Caffiow 


(D) Such ia the account 
which VulcatiuB Gallicanus 
gives ub of his extraction. But 
another hiflorian writes, that 
Caflius bimfelf owned, that be 
had nothing, except the name, 
common to him with the fa- 


moui Cafiius, who killed Caefar 
the Dictator ; and adds, Aiat he 
was originally of Cyrrhum in 
Syria, and the fon of Heliodo- 
rus, who had the good fortune 
to raifehimfeifbyhis eloquence 
totlie government of Egypt(7). 


(7) Dio, lib. Ixxi. p. 810. Ariltid. Orat. xavi, 

word 


3M 


Hit Jtvt- 
rilji to- 
•march lit 
fildiert. 


A fignal 
inflanct 
tf it. 




fie Roman HiJlory. 


Appointed 

gtvtrnir 

if Syria. 


Hi rijjorei 
lit mili¬ 


tary dtfci- 
phm a- 
mug thi 
inepi. 


baa fil¬ 
my If mo- 
wartfy. 


word of complaint, they returned to their tents, and thence- 
forth made it their principal ftudy to learn and obfervc the 
military laws, knowing they fervcd under a general who 
could not, by any fears or menaces, be prevailed upon to 
wink at their faults, or fuffer them to pafs unpuniflied. 
This inftance of feverity made fuch a deep impreflion upon 
the minds of the Sarmatians, that, defpairing to conquer a 
people thus rigid in military difcipline, and the rules of 
war, they immediatelyfent ambafladors to the emperor to 
implore peace for a hundred years 

After the firft Marcomannic war, he was, by M. Aure¬ 
lius appointed governor of Syria, the emperor efteeming 
him the beft qualified of any in the empire to reftore the 
ancient difcipline, entirely heglcftedby the troops quarter¬ 
ed in that province. Nor was he miftaken in his judgment; 
for in a few months the mofl difiolute were reclaimed from 
their pleafures and luxurious manner of living, the ancient 
difcipline was revived, and the whole army thoroughly re¬ 
formed. Caifius, upon his arrival at Antioch* ordered all 
the foldiers and officers to repair immediately to their co¬ 
lours j publiihed a proclamation, forbidding them, on pain 
of being cafhiered, to appear at Daphne ; every feventh 
day examined their cloaths, arms, and equipages; and fre¬ 
quently obliged them to perform their exercifes in a body, 
faying, it was a fhameful thing that wreftlers and gladiators 
fhould be continually exercifed, and not foldiers, whofe la¬ 
bours are lelTened in proportiSn as they become accuftomed 
to them'. As for Caflius’s other qualities, the author of 
his life reprefents him as a man endowed with great virtues, 
which, however, were allayed with enormous vices; info- 
much that he was by many ftyled a fecond Catiline. 

Dio Caifius fpeaks of him, not only as an eminent com¬ 
mander, but as a perfon equal to, and in every refpeft 
worthy of, the fovereign power *. He always abhorred an 
abfolute and monarchical government, and is thought to 
hiwe had nothing elfe in view, when he revolted, butto re¬ 
ftore the commonwealth to its former authority. He had 
been changed with a defign of depofing Antoninus Pius ; but 
his father, who was a man <?f great intereft at court, having 
prepatflefTed the emperor in his favour, the accufation was 
dropt. 1 However, he was thenceforth regarded as a dif- 
afiefted perfon. When he commanded in the Parthian 
wsr under L. Verus, that prince fufpefting him, and in¬ 
deed, not without reafon, wrote, concerning his defigns 


» Vulcal, Gall, in Caflio, p. *6. t Idem ibid. p. 47, "Dio, 
lib. latxi- p. Sib, * 
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to M. Aurelius, his partner in the empire. But the em¬ 
peror took no notice of the charge brought againlt him & 
for, upon the return of Caflius from the Eaft, where he 
had performed great exploits, he put him at the head of an 
army which he fent againft theSarmatians, and afterwards 
appointed him governor of Syria. In the mean time the 
Marcomanni, and other German nations, renewing the 
war with great vigour, Caflius embraced that opportunity 
to feize the empire. Some authors jvrite, that the emprefs 
Fauftina, being well apprifed that her ion Commodus was 
altogether unqualified for the fovcreign power, and fearing 
that whoever might ufurp it, would deftroy her and her 
little children, folicited Caflius to declare himfelf emperor 
as foon as he fhould hear the news of M. Aureliu’s death, 
and promifed, in that cafe, to bnarry him. They add, that He affumet 
a report being fpread of the emperor’s death, Caflius im- the title if 
mediately caufed himfelf to be proclaimed in his room; imperer-, 
and that, though the rumour proved afterwards falfe, he 
found himfelf too deeply engaged to recede. Others clear 
Fauftina from being privy to the defign of Caflius (E), and 
tell us, that the report of the emperor’s death was propa¬ 
gated by Caflius himfelf, in order to induce the governors 
of the eaftem provinces to join him, M. Aurelius being 
greatly beloved, and his fonino lefs hated w . Be that as it and is 
will, he foon reduced all the countries beyond Mount Taurus, jeined by 
and Egypt itfelf, Flavius Calvifius, governor of that pro- 

* Vulcat, Gall, in Caff. p. 41, 43. 


(E) Vulcatius Gallicanui, to 
clear the empreli from this 
charge, produces two letters, 
written by her to M. Aurelius, 
on occafion of this revolt. In 
one ihe exprefles herfelf thus: 
“ My mother Fauftina, in the 
time of the defection of Celfus, 
advifed your father, Antoninus 
Pius, to (hew his kindnefs in 
the firft place to his own family, 
and next to others. And cer¬ 
tainly it is incumbent upon 
every good prince to take care 
of his wife and children. Your 
ton Commodus is yet very 
young, and your fun-in-law, 
Pompeianui, is advanced in 


years, and a ftranger. Do not 
therefore fpare men, who, had 
they conquered would neither 
have fpated you nor your wife 
and children. You will hear 
from Csecilius, whom I (hall 
fend to you, what reports have 
been (bread of you by the wife 
of Caflius, by his fan, and by 
his fan-in-law, See.” In the 
other letter (he prefTes him to 
purfae Caflius and his accom¬ 
plices with the utmoft feterity, 
if he loves her and his children ; 
alluring him, that if he neg- 
lc&s to punilh them, they will 
not fail to depofc him (8). 


(fj Vulcat. GalL in Vit, CaiL 
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vince, having declared in his favour. The troops in Bi- 
thvnia was likewife inclined to his party, but reft rained by 
Cfodiu3 Albinus their commander, of whom we {hall have 
OccaGon to fpeak hereafter. Several foreign princes and 
nations efpoufed his cauTe, but none with more zeal than 
the Jews *. 

Martius Verus, governor of Cappadocia, was the firft 
who informed the emperor of this revolt. M. Aurelius 
Concealed it for fome time ; but when he found it divulged 
by public fame, he acquainted the army with it in a very 
judicious and modeft fpeech, only complaining of the un¬ 
grateful return which Cailius made him for thekindnefs he 
ever had, and (hould ever have for him, notwithftanding 
his revolt, as he hoped to evince, as foon as he had brought 
him to a fenfe of his duty. Neither did Cailius, on his 
part, utter any injurious refleftions againft M. Aurelius, 
but only charged him with neglefting the moil important 
affairs of the (fate to attend the ftudy of philofophy, and 
with fufferine, through an excefs of clemency, many dif- 
orders, which it was incumbent upon him, as emperor, to 
correct. In the mean while M. Aurelius, having termi¬ 
nated the war with the Marcomanni, and other German 
nations, as the time approached for his fon Commodus to 
afTume the manly robe, fent for him from Rome, and gave 
him it with the ufual ceremonies, on the fcventh of July, 
ordering, on that occafion, confidence fums to be diftri- 
buted among the Roman pebple r . The fenate were no 
fooner informed of the revolt of Caffiusv than they declared 
him a public enemy, and confifcated his eftate, which the 
emperor commanded to be returned, not into his private 
coffers, but into the public treafury. 

At length M. Aurelius fet out for Illyricum, with a de¬ 
fig tt to purfue hisrfnareh into the Eaft, and meet Cailius, 
declaring, that he was ready to refign the empire to him, 
if tfte\gods fhould judge it expedient for the public good, 
that daffius fhould reign, and not M. Aurelius: “ For it i9 
not (added he), any private intereft or ambition, but the 
public welfare, that induces me tfo undergo fo many la¬ 
bours, to expole myfelf to fo many dangers.” He was not 
advanced far on his march, when news were brought him, 
that CaGius had been killed by a centurion named Anto¬ 
nins, and another officer of a ftill inferior rank, who had 
the command only of ten men *. Dio Caffius gives us 
but a eonfufed relation of his death; and Vulcatius Galli- 


* Vulc. Gall. p. 41, +3. Dio in Excerpt. Val, p. 718. Albin. 
Vit.p. It. y Jul. Cap.in Aur. p, 31, *Limpndi in Conmod. 
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canus promifes to inform us how he was killed, and where 
he was defeated; but afterwards forgot his engagement. 
However, from what he writes it is plain, that a battle, or 
encounter, happened between him and the emperor’s troops, 
probably commanded by Martius Verus ; for on his bravery 
the emperor chiefly relied, and had therefore fent him be¬ 
fore him into Syria, inverting him with the government of 
that province, inrtead of Cappadocia. With Caflius was 
killed his captain of the guards, andloon after his fon Me- 
tianus, whom he had appointed governor of Egypt, to fe- 
cure that important province. No other perion of dif- 
tiiiflion, at leaft of the fenatorial order, periihed in this 
rebellion j nay, thefe were put to death without the em¬ 
peror’s knowlege, and againft hie will; for he was greatly 
concerned that the blood of any fenator fhould have been 
Ihed during his reign: hence, when the head of Caflius and his 
was brought to him, he expreflcd much forrow, turned his htad 
eyes away, and caufed it to be honourably interred, com- Ia 

j plaining, that he had been deprived of an opportunity of ror 
i fhewing his mercy. The reign of Caflius, or rather his cmcerntd 
dream, as Dio Caifius ftyles it, larted but three months and fur kit 
fix days *. M. Aurelius himfelf would neither try, im- dr«/ 4 » 
prifon, nor condemn, any fenator concerned in the confpi- 
racy ; but referred the whole to the fenate, appointing a 
day for the criminals to appear before their judges. 

In the mean time, after acquainting the fenate that he 
had appointed Pompeianus, his fon-in-law, conful for the 
enfuing year, he thus exhorts them to proceed, rather with 
clemency than rigour, againft thofe whom they were to 
try: “ As for what concerns the defection of Caflius, I His litter 
beg and conjure you, confcript fathers, to have a tender <» theft- 
regard to your characters, and to mine: let not a fenator nBt,m 
be put to death ; let the blood of no perfon of diftinCtion 
he fpilt; let fuch as have been already banifhed return, and 
enjoy their eftates. I wifti I could raife from the dead 
thofe who perilhed in the firft heat of the war. Revenge 
is never commendable in an emperor •, it ill becomes him 
in his own caufe, let it be ever fo juft. You will therefore 
pardon the children of Avidius Caflius, his fon-in-law, and 
his wife. But why do I fay pardon, when they haven:om- 
mitted no crime ? Let them live in fafety, and enjoy tlieif 
Paternal eftate, with all their father’s plate and funiiture. 

Let them have full liberty to live where they pleafe, that 

■ Dio, p, 8»j. Vulcat. Gall, in Caff. p. 4.3. Nuris, Ep. Conf. 
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they may appear fo many inftatices of your clemency, and 
of mine- I farther intreat and defire, that all the fenators, 
' and Homan knights, in general, who hare been privy to 
this rebellion, be, by your authority, exempted from death, 
profcription, infamy, in fliort, from all kind of punilh- 
ment. Allow it to be faid, to your honour and mine, that 
in this rebellion fuch only perilhed as were killed in the 
confufion of war b .” The fenate not only complied with 
hb requeft, but returned him thanks for the regard he had 
lhewn even to the molt undeferving members of their body. 
HiffonJ The emperor took the children of Caflius under his pro- 
r hrlJrenaf te ^‘ on > forbidding any one to reproach them with the mif- 
CaJJiiu. fortunes of their family, and feverely punifhing fuch as did. 

Thus the rebellion of CalHus ferved only to give new luitre 
to the unparalleled clemencjf and generality of M. Aurelius, 
who could not prevail upon himfelfto take away the lives of 
thofe who had confpired to take away his life and that of 
his fon. 

The fenate, in their anfwer to the emperor’s letter, ac¬ 
quainting them that he had named Fompeianus conful 
againlt [the enfuing year, begged him to return to Rome, 
Commodtu and to veil his fon Commodus with the tribunitial power c . 

mvifitd 
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With the latter requell he complied, as appears from fe~ 
veral ancient inferiptions d . But, as for the other, the em¬ 
peror either did not return to Rome, or his (lay there was 
very (hort; for we are told, that, immediately after the 
death of Caflius, he went intq, the Ealt, and that he had 
begun his march thither even before b e received thefe 
news': it is not, therefore, likely, that he interrupted it 
to return to Rome- He had Tent Fertinax before him into 
Syria to make head agiult the rebels; but, upon the news 
of the death of Caflius, he recalled him, and appointed him 
governor of Illyricum, in which province he had gained no 
lefs reputation by his prudence and moderation, than by 
his many vi£tories over the Germans during the Marcoman- 
nic war ; fo that he was greatly efteetned and revered not 
ohly by Romans and foreigners, but even by the enemies 
of the Roman name F . The emperor took with him into 
the Ealt his fon Commodus, and his wife, who died fud- 
denlyjn a village called*Hala!a, at the foot of Mount Tau¬ 
rus. She was a Woman of a loofe and wanton life, and al¬ 
together uhworthy Of having fuch a father as Antoninus, 

k Vulcat. G*l, is Caff. p. 44. ft Jill. Cap. in Aur. p. 33. cVuN 
cat. Gill, in Caff, p, 4$. s Onuph. in Fill. p. 135. P. Pagi, 

p. *rl. *Dio, p. S13, Jol. Cap. ip Aur. p. jt. 1 itrrd. p. 3*. 
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uftd fuch a hufband as M. Aurelius, whom fome did not 
believe to be the father of Commodus (F). Fauftina being 
dead, Fabia, the filler of L. Verus, who had been for¬ 
merly betrothed to M. Aurelius, did all that lay in her 
power to induce him to marry her; but he, thinking it im¬ 
proper to fubjefl his children to the authority of a ftep- 
tnother, took, in the room of a lawful wife, the daughter 
of one of the deceafed emprefs’s domefticS *; for to that 

■ 

E Vulcat. Gall. p. 34- 

(F) Her chief gallants were fdr a woman of the mod unble- 
Tertullus, Utilius, Orfitus, and miflied charadler. He pro- 
Modcratus, whom neverthelefs nounced himfelf her funeral 
Antoninus, either not giving oration, and intreated the le¬ 
er edit to what was faid ot the *nate to rank her among the 
emprefs, or diflembling her ir- gods; for which he is de¬ 
regular conduft, preferred to fe- fervedly expofed and ridiculed 
veral employments. Her lewd- by the above mentioned em- 
nefs, and her intimacy with the peror(4). He founded a fo- 
above mentioned perfons, efpe- ciety of young women, whom 
cially with Tertullus, were fo he educated at his own eipence, 
publicly known, that a mimic and called after the emprefs’s 
having one day afked his com- name. The village where Die 
panion upon the flage, in the died he made a colony, and i 
prefence of the emperor, what city, ftyling it Faultinopolis ; 
was the name of the perfon who and ere died a temple to her ho- 
was too familiar with his wife, nour, which was afterwards con- 
the other repeated the name of fecrated to Heliogabalus, the 
Tullus three times; whereby mofl leivd and debauched of all 
the whole audienceJperceived, the Roman emperors. Thefe- 
that he meant Tertullus, the nate, out of flattery to the cm- 
firft fyllable of his name figni- peror, not only ranked among 
fying three times ( 1). Some the goddeffes a perfon unworthy 
bf the emperor’s friends ad- of a place among women of any 
vifed him to divorce her; but modelly and reputation, but 
he replied, “ If I divorce her, ere died flames to her and M. 
I mull return her dower, that Aurelius, with an altar, ordain- 
is, the empire, which I re- ing, that young women, imme- 
ceived of her father,” la one diately after their marriage, 
place he commends her free and (hould repair to it, and offer a 
open temper, her fincerity in folemn facrifke (j). By this 
friendlhip, and her acquiefcence fcandalous inftitution, they de¬ 
in his will (z). He bewailed ferved that their daughters 
her, according to the emperor Ihould referable Fauftina, and 
Julian (3), more than was be- their fona Commodus. 
coming in a man of his gravity, 

(1) Jul. Cap. in Aur. p. 3*. (a) M. Antonin, de ftlp. lib. i. 

cap. 14. (3) Julian. Of. p. r j. (4) Idem ibid. p. 50. 

[5) Dio, lib. Izii. p. 813. Jul. Cap. in Aur. p. 3a. 
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purity, which the Chriftian religion requires and com¬ 
mands, even the molt virtuous among the pagan philofo- 
phers were utter ft rangers. As the Syrians had readily 
joined Caffius, a law palled at this time, enafting, that no 
one ftiould be fent with the character of governor into his 
own country *. 

The next confuls were T. VitraGus Pollio and M. Flavius 
Aper, both for the fecond time *. Claudius Pompeianus, 
the emperor's fon-in-law» and Clodius Albinus, who had 
prevented the legions in Bithynia from joining Cailius, as 
we have related above, were likewife confuls this year. 
M. Aurelius, arriving in the Eaft, freely pardoned all the 
cities and communities, which had joined Caffius, except 
Antioch, the inhabitants of that metropolis having diftin- 
guilhed themfelves, above all the reft, by their zeal for 
his competitor, and their hatred to him. He therefore pub- 
liihed a fevere editt, deprived them of all their privileges, 
fupprefled their public affemblies, and prohibited their (hews 
and fpefhcles, to which they were greatly addifted ; but 
his anger being foon appeafed, before he left Syria, he re- 
ftored them to their former condition, and even conde¬ 


scended to viGt their city. From Syria he palled into Egypt, 
where he not only forgave, but enriched, with feveral pri¬ 
vileges Alexandria, which had Jikewife Gded with Caffius. 
Having viGted moft of the chief cities in the Eaft, and given 
every where innumerable inftances of his humanity, he 
failed from Smyrna, where ha had ftaid fome time, and 
had feveral conferences with the celebrated fophift Ariftides; 
and arrived at Athens, in which place he was initiated in the 
EleuGnian myfteries. He conferred many favours on the 
cfty of Athens, and eftabliihed public profeffbra of all fci- 
ences, with liberal allowances to be paid them yearly out 
of the treafury k . 

From Athens he failed for Italy; and, landing at Brun- 
dufium, commanded the army immediately to refume the 
Roman gown; for neither he, nor any of his officers or 
Yr. of FI. foldiers, ever appeared in Italy in a military habit. He re- 
»S»5- turned to Rome with his fon Comntodus, whom he named 
U c ' con ^> though at that^time but Gxteen. Soon after, he 
~ 9 5 ~ beftov'ed on him the tftle of imperator, which he himfelf 

Jit returni affirmed fpr the eighth time, probably on account of fome 
to Rome j victory gained over the Germans by Fertinax, governor of 
Illyricum. At. length, on the twenty-third of December, 
both he, and his fon Commodus, entered Rome, diftribut- 


k Bio, lib. Ixxi. p. 813. 1 Id it Onuph. Ctc. 

p.»« 4 . Philoftrat. &ophi#. 37. 
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lag, on this occalion, large fums among the people and fol- -which h, 
diery, amounting to as many pieces of gold a head as he had *»im in 
been years abfent, which, according to Dio Caflius 1 , were eight. <"•"»/>* 

At the fame time, he exhibited magnificent fhews, though he hi ‘ 
took no pleafure himfelf in fuch diverfions. In the follow- ^* Cmm *»* 
ing rear, Aurelius Commodus Csefar and Quintillus being 
confute, Commodus was honoured by the fenate with the 
title of father of his country, and by the emperor with that 
of Auguftus; on which occafion M. Aurelius remitted lnRaucntf 
whatever was due from individuals, either to the emperor, hi ‘ Z r ” e n- 
orto the treafury, ever fince the time in which Atlrian had 
cancelled all fuch debts™. He moreoverprefented the in- f«rr.” a " 
habitants of Smyrna with large fums, enabling them to re¬ 
build their city, which was .almoft ruined by a dreadful 
earthquake n . He could not fupprefs the combats of gla¬ 
diators without offending the people; however, as he was 
an enemy to all cruelty and bloodfhed, he allowed the com¬ 
batants only blunt fwords, in the nature of our foils, fay¬ 
ing, that with them they might equally difplay their fkill 
and dexterity ". 

Next year, when Orfitus and Julianus Rufus were con- Htmnrchu 
fuls, the Marcomanni, and their confederates, renewing agaivjltht 
the war with great vigour, the emperor refolved to march Mart ?' 
again ft them in perfon. But before he left Rome, he mar- 1 
ried his fon Commodus to Crifpina, the daughter of Brut- 
tius Prafens ; and repairing to the fenate, defired leave to 
take out of the public treafure the neceffary fums for car¬ 
rying on the war,«faying, that an emperor had nothing of 
his own, not even the palace he lived in ; but that all be¬ 
longed to the fenate and people *. He then went to the 
Capitol, where he declared upon his oath, that, fince his 
acceflion to the empire, no fenator had been put to death 
by his order; that fuch as had perifhed in the rebellion, had 
been killed without hisknowlege; and that he would have 
fpared them all, Caflius himfelf not excepted, had it been 
in his power. As he was eminently fkilled in philofophy, 
many perfons of learning earneftly intreated him to explain, 
before he left Rome, the moll difficult dnd intricate points 
of the different fefis of philofopbsrs; a talk which be per- i 
formed accordingly, fpending therein three whole days. 

They feemed to apprehend, that, by his death, this kmow- 
lege might have been loft j a circumftance that (hews how 
thoroughly he was verfed in the different tenets of the va¬ 
rious feds of phitofophers«. At length he left Rome, with 

1 Jul, Cap. p. ay. ™ Orof. lib. vii. Cap. ij. * Ariff. 

Orat. xx. ” Dio, in Excerpt. Val. p. 718. * Dio, 

p 1 814., 1 Jul. Cap. in Ca(T. p.41. 
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his fon Commodus, on the fifth of Auguft of the year 179, 
the eighteenth of his reign 

In the following year, Commodus Auguftus and T. An- 
nius Aurelius Verus being confuls the fecond time, M. Au¬ 
relius gained a fignal victory over the Marcommanni, Her- 
mo|iduri, Quadi, and Sarmatians ; for which both he, and 
his fon Commodus took the title of imperator *. All we 
know of this attion is, that the Roman army was com¬ 
manded by Paternus, an/l the Germans were totally de¬ 
feated ; infomuch that all Germany, and the different na¬ 
tions inhabiting it, would have been obliged to fubmit to 
the Roman yoke, had not the emperor been prevented by 
death from crowning his conquelts with the reduflion of 
fo powerful and extenfive a country. He died in the fol¬ 
lowing year, Priefens and Sex. Quintilius Condianus being 
confuls, on the feventeenth of March, after, having lived 
fifty-eight years ten months and twenty-two days, and 
reigned, from the death of Antoninus Pius, eighteen years, 
and ten or eleven days ‘ (G). Two daysbefore his death, he 
recommended his fon Commodus to the army, and conjured 
lvis friends to aflift him with their advice. On the feventh 
day of his illnefs, he defired to fee his fon again; but im¬ 
mediately difmiffed him, left he fhould be infe&ed with 
the fame diftemper. When h^ was gone, he compofed 
himfelf, as if he defigned to lleep, and expired the follow¬ 
ing night “. He died, according to Tertullian w , at Sir- 
miunr, now Sirmich, in Sclavcnia; according to the two 
Vigors, at Vendobona, now Vienna,,in Auftria. It is 
unneccffary to mention the concern of the foldiery, and 
Roman people, for the lofs of fo good and fo great a prince. 
His body, or rather his allies, were conveyed to Rome, and 
. depofited in the monument of Adrian. He was immedi¬ 
ately ranked among the gods, a temple was ereCted, and an 
order of prielts appointed to his honour. Whoever had not 


f Spart. in Com. p. jo. • Birag. p. >17. Jul- Cap. in M. 

Aur. p 74. 1 Dio, p. 810, 814, Sc Theopli. Antioch, lib. iii. 

p.137. Chron. Alex. p. 614. “ Jul. Cap. p. 34. * Ter- 

tul. Apol. cap xj. * • 


(G! Dio Caffius politively af¬ 
firms, ft at he was difpatchrd by 
his phyficians, delirous to in¬ 
gratiate themfelves with Com- 
modui. On the other hand, 
Julius Capitolinas feem» to af- 
cribe bis death to a contagious 
diftemper; for. he tells ui, that 
the plague Hill raged in the ar¬ 


my ; andadds, that the empe¬ 
ror, with much difficulty, pre¬ 
vailed upon his fon, and his 
friends, not to abandon him; an 
inftance of negleft and ingrati¬ 
tude which he took fo unkindly, 
that he' abftained from all fort 
of nourilhmenf. 
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fome image or ftatue of M. Aurelius in his houfe, was 
judged a facrilegious perfon, fays Julius Capitolinus; in 
■whofe time, that is, in the reign of Dioclefian, he was Hill 
worlhipped in moll families among their domeltic gods. 

He was, without all doubt, one of the greateft and heft 
princes that ever fwayed a feeptre. His only fault was, 
according to Dio Ca/lius, his too great clemency j for, 
though he rewarded with much generofity the good and 
virtuous, yet he did not reftrain and punifh, with due fe- 
verity, the vicious and wicked ; whence fome governors of 
provinces, prefumiug upon his lenity, plundered, and often 
with impunity, the people committed to their care (H). 
The meditations of M- Aurelius, which have reached our 
times, are highly commended by all the ancients, as an 
epitome of the heft rules which human reafon, or philofo- 
phy, can fuggefl: for the condutl of a virtuous life. Some 
have queflioned, whether what has been tranfmitted to us 
be the whole work, or only an abftrafl of it, as it confifts 
of loofe and unconnected fentences, whereof the fenfe is 
not always complete. But the abled critics are of opinion, 
that M. Aurelius left the work fuch as it is at prefent, 
having compofed it only for his private ufe *. It is com- 
prifed in twelve books, of which the firft feems to have 
been compofed jn the *heat of the Marcomannic war, 
while he was encamped on the banks of the Gran in the 
country of the Qtiadi 1 . He finilhed the fecond book at Car- 
nuntum, where he refideif, according to Eutropius, three 
whole years x . As M. Aurelius was a great encourager of 
learning, many eminent writers, efpecially philofophers, 
flourished in his reign, of whom we Ihall give an account 
in our notes ^1). CHAP 


* Vide Volf. Hift. Grxc. lib. ii. cap. 14. r M Aurel. lib. i. 

cap. 15. * Idem, lib. ix. cap. 3. 


(H) The emperor Julian pre¬ 
fers M. Aurelius to Cifar, to 
AuguAus, and to all the other 
princes who had reignecl till his 
time ; but at the fame time finds 
fault with him for bequeathing 
the empire to liis vicious fon 
Commodus, and not to his fon- 
in-law Pompeianus, who was a 
perfon of extraordinary parts? 
and well qualified for fo great a 
Mult (l). 


(I) The moft celebrated a- 
mong the philofophers were, 
Crefcentius, Celfus, Lucian, 
Demonax, Alexander the fam¬ 
ous impoftor, Sextus the Stoic, 
Sextus the empiric, Mumenes, 
Hermogenes, and AriHides. 
.Crefcentius was a Cynic philo- 
fopher, and, according to the 
charatler which Tarian draws 
of him, abandoned to all man¬ 
ner of lewdnefs (a). We find 


10 Julian, CeC 13, 14, »*, *3. 4«.+9- {») Tatian.p. ij7- 
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*The Roman HiJlory,from the Death of M. Au¬ 
relius to the Death of Alexander, when the 
Empire was firfi transferred without the Con- 
fent of the Senate. 

C OM MO DUS was the firll emperor born in his fa¬ 
ther’s reign, and the fecond that fucceeded his father 
in the empire. Me was born on the thirty-firil of Auguft 
CcmmoJiu, of the year 161, and raifed to the empire on the feven- 

1 teenth 

two philofbphcrs bearing the In his youth he declaimed, and 
name of Celfus, and both of pleaded caufes, and was in his 
the of Epicurus, mention- old age regilter to the governor 
ed by Origen (3). Of thefe, of Egypt (7) He wrote, ac- 
one flouri£hed under Nero, and cording to Eunapius, the life 
the'other under Adrian, and his of the philofopher Demons*, 
immediate fuccefibrs (4).' The whofe difciple he had been. He 
latter wrote feveral books a- reprefents him as the greatell 
gainft magic, much commended philofopher of his time; but, 
by Lucian, who infcribed to after all, he was only a Cynic, 
him his hiftory of the celebrat- fomewhat more poliflied and ei- 
ed importer Alexander, which vilized than the reft of his bre- 
fae undertook at his requeft thren. What we find moll 
- (s)- Some diftinguiih this commendable in him is, that, 
writer from the author of the though be was of a noble fa- 
difeourfes againft the Chriftians, mily, rich, eloquent, and well 
whom. Origen confuted; but verfed in molt branches of 
Baronius, and moll critics a- learning; yet he lived in po- 
feribe to the fame writer the verty, pradtifed great aufteri- 
books againft magic, and thofe ties, and would not fuffer any 
againft the Chriftian religion. one to attend him. When he 
The works of Lucian have grew old, and could no longer 
reached our times, and are de- exift without being aflified oy 
fervedly admired for the ele- others, he chofe rather to die of 
ga»ce and purity of the ftyle t hunger) than to allow any per- 
« hut filled with impious apd fon to perform the lead office 
atheillicai fentimenti: whence about him. He was a native of 
be had the fumame of the Cyprus; but refided at Athens, 
Atheift, or the Blafphemer (6). where he was highly efteemed 
He was a native of Samofata in in his life-time, and equally 
Syria, and of a mean defeent. regretted after his death. The 

(]) prig- in Celt lib. i. p. 8. (4) Idem ibid. (5) Lucian. 

Pleud. p. 49I. (6) Suid. p. 55. (7) Lucian, Hift. p. 359- 

Be Ape!, p. six. 


account 
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teenth of March of the year 181. He is commonly called 
L. JElius Aurelius Com mod us, and fometimft Commodu* 

Anto- 

account which Lucian gives us He would have profecuted Aiex- 
of the celebrated impoftor Alex- ander before the governor of 
ander is very diverting. He was Pontus and Bithyma; but that 
a native of Abonitichos, a mi- magistrate difluadcd him from 
ritime city of Pamphylia, and it; telling him, that he could 
generally revered on account of not condemn Alexander, vvith- 
his pretended prediflions, and out incurring the difplcafure of 
counterfeit miracles, as a pro- RutiIianus,who was verypower- 
phet. Lucian, however, was ful at court, and had in his 
not eaiily deceived, conlidered old age married the daughter of 
him as an impoftor, ridiculed the impoftor, believing the 
his miracles, and expofed him moon to be her mother. Thus 
in all companies; whichibpro- Lucian had no other means 
voked the pretended prophet, left of being revenged on Alex- 
that he endeavoured to ftir up ander, but by writing his life, 
his countrymen, the inhabitants and painting him in his true 
of Abonitichos, again!! him. colouis. This piece, however, 
Alexander, neverthelefs, fome be did not publilli till the im- 
time after, pretended to be re- poftor’s death, which happened 
conciled to him; and even offer- in the reign ofM. Aurelius, 
ed him a lhip to convey him to Sextus was a native of Chse- 
Amaltris in Pontus, whitherliis ronea, in Boeatia, by fefl a 
affairs called him. Lucian ac- Stoic, and had been preceptor 
cepted the offer; but was not a to M. Aurelius, aod L, Verus. 
little furprifed, when, at a groat Moll writers fuppofe him to 
diftance from land, he obferved have been nephew to Plutarch, 
the pilot burfting’into tears, At the fame time ffoariftied an- 
and making various figns to the ther philofopher bearing the 
mariners. Lucian imagined the fame name, but a native of Li- 
veffel to be in danger; but was bya, and by fed! a Pyrrho- 
more terrified, when the pilot man(B). He is ftyled by Ga- 
frankly confeffed, that he had len, and Diogenes Laertius, the 
received pofitive orders from empiric.' Some of his work* 
Alexander to throw him into the have reached bur times (i^). A- 
fea; but could not prevail upon bout this time Numenes is like- 
himfelf, after having lived fo wife fuppofed to have flourilh- 
long without reproach, to com- ed, whofc writings are often 
mit a murder in his old age. quoted by Eufebius and Tnea- 
He left him, however, in a de- abfetus again# the Pagans. He 
fert and barren ifland, where »yas, according to Suiols (i), a 
he muft have foon perifbed, native of Apamea, in Syria, 
had he not been faved by the He proves, that Plato copied 
veflels of the king of Bofporus, from Mofes what he wrote con- 
which happened to fail by. ceming God, and the forming 

(8) Ruald. Vit, Plut. cap. 51 
(•) Suid. p- x^s. 

Z 4 


(j) Vida Jonf. lib. ii. cap-1- 

» «f 
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Antoninus. He was educated with great care by his fa¬ 
ther ; but ncyerthelefs proved one of the mod lewd, cruel, 

and 

of the univerfe (2). Hefeems native of Tarfus, gained fuch 
to have joined together the te- reputation among the fophifts, 
nets of Plato ana Pythagoras : when he was but fifteen years 
whence he is by foine ranked old, that M. Aurelius went in 
among the followers of Plato; perfon to hear him, was greatly 
by others, among the Pythago- delighted with his extraordinary 
reans (3), Crones, Ariftocles, genius, and loaded him with 
Antiochus, Alexander, Her- prefents. Ariftides, one of the 
mogenes, Ariftides, and Phry- fnoft celebrated fophifts of his 
nicus, were all contemporaries time, was a native of Adriano- 
with Numenes. Crones was there, in Myfia : he is highly 
one of his difciples, and wrote , commended for his eloquence, 
a treatife on the generation of by Phrynicus, his contempo- 
things, which we find quoted rary (6), by Philoflratus (7), 
by Origen and Plotinus (4). and in genefal by all the an- 
Ariftocles was a native of Per- cients; but if he excelled, as 
gamus, and firft a Peripatetic he is (aid to have done, all the 
philofopher; but afterwards he other fophifts, feveral of his 
abandoned the ftudy of philofo- orations, which have reached 
phy, and applied himfelf to our times (8), convince us, 
that of eloquence, under the that we have no reafon to re¬ 
celebrated Herodes Atticus. He gret the lofs of their works, 
declaimed in his own country ; Lucius, or as he is ftyled by 
but did not meet with the ap- others, Saturnntius Apuleius, 
plaufe he expected (j). An- was a native of Madaura, a Ro- 
tiochus was a native of sLgz, nfan colony on the borders of 
in Cilicia, by profeflion a fo- Numidia and Gctulia, the fon 
phift, and one of the difciples of one of the chief men nf that 
of Dionyfius, the Mileiian, of city, and of Salvia, a defeend- 
whom we have fpoken in the ent of Plutarch (9). He palled 
reign of Adrian. Alexanderwas his childhood partly in Greece 
likewife a profeftfophift, and is (for his mother was originally 
greatly commended by Philo- of Theflaly), and partly at Car- 
liratus. He was born in Seleu- thage, where he learned, with- 
cia, comprifed at that time in out the aftiftance of an inftruc- 
Cilieia 5 but afterwards raifed tor, the Latin tongue; but not 
to the metropolis of lfauria. without much labour, as he 
He yas one of the difciples of himfelf owns. From Carthage 
Favorinus, Adrian’s great fa- he went to Athens, where he 
vouritc,^ and afterwards fecre- applied himfelf to the lludy of 
tary for*the Greek tongue to poetry, geometry, dialectics, 
M. Aurelius. Hermogenes, n and miilic, and thoroughly in- 

(1) Suid. p. 141. (3) Vide Jonf. lib. iir. cap. 10. (4) Idem, 

ibid. (5) Pliiloltr. So pin ft. 25. (6) Phot. cap. 15S. 

(7) Philoflr. Soph. jj. (8) Vide Phut, cap, 146, &c. (j) Apul. 

fjlot, lib. si. p. 115. ic Prol. p. 

(orcped 
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pnd wicked tyrants that ever difgraced a throne. His cha¬ 
racter confirms in fome degree the opinion of thofe who 

believed 


formed himfelf of the different 
tenets of the various fefts of 
philofophers ; but embraced 
that of Plato, which, however, 
did not prevent him from ftu- 
dying magic with great appli¬ 
cation . He is even faid to have 
been fo well drilled in that art, 
ps to work feveral miracles, 
which the Pagans oppofed to 
thofe of our Saviour (i). Thelc 
miracles, however, are not well 
yttefted ; and Apuleius himlelf, 
being accufed as a magician be¬ 
fore Claudius Maxim us, pro- 
conful of Africa, endeavoured 
to clear himfelf from the charge 
pf fuch an enormous crime, by 
an excellent difcuurfe, which 
has reached our times (z). 

Amongft the hiftorians who 
flourifliea under M. Aurelias, 
thofe of the greateft reputation 
are Polyanus, a Macedonian, 
who dedicated to M. Aureliu^ 
and L. Verus, the eight books 
nf flratagems publilhed by Ca- 
faubon (3). He left other 
works (and among the reft a de- 
feription of the city of Thebes), 
which have been long fince 
loft (4). Amyntianus wrote, 
and addreffed to M. Aurelius, 
the hiftory of Alexander the 
Great, which was not much 
admired. He likewife publifh- 
ed the life of Domitiao, and 
the lives of fome other* Latin 
and Greek princes (5); but 
none of his works have reached 
pur tiiqcs. Thofe of Damo- 


philus have undergone the fame 
fate : he was a philofopher and 
fophift, brought up, as Suidai 
informs us (6), by Julianus, 
who was conful in the year 17 5, 
the fifteenth of M. Aurelius's 
reign. The hiftory' of Greece, 
written by Paufanias in ten 
books, has reached us. The 
author deferibes with great truth 
and exaftnefs the lituation and 
•antiquities of each city, and all 
the curiofuies which in his rime 
were tn be feen in a country 
once fo famous; but fome cri¬ 
tics find fault with him for in¬ 
terweaving his hiftory with fo 
many fables, which, however, 
are of great ufe for the right 
underftanding of the ancient 
writers. In the beginning of 
the reign of M. Aurelius, flou- 
rilhed Iamblichus, by birth a 
Babylonian, and by profeflion 
a magician. He publilhed fe¬ 
veral works in Greek, and, a- 
mong the reft, one ftyled Baby- 
lonica (7), which is faid by 
Tennulius to be ftill prefervt-d 
in the famous library of the F.f- 
curial in Spain (S). Voflius 
takes this Babylonica to be no¬ 
thing elfe but the filly romance, 
of which Photius has been at 
the trouble of giving us too 
long an abftraft, Theophylua 
of Antioch has tranfmitted a 
table of tfie Roman emperors, 
from Juliu3 C®far to the death 
of M. Aurelius, with tl* years, 
months, and days, of their re- 


(1) Hieron, Pf.lxaxi. La ft. lib. v. cap. 3. Aug. ep.ft. cxxxvi. 
(a) Apul. Apol. (3) VolT.Hift. Gfiec.lib. 11. cap. 14. (4)Suid. 
p. 559 - (<) Ph° Ci «p. *!»■ C 6 ) Suid. p. 64°; 

cap. 4? . (g) Voff. ibid. lib. iv. p. j8a. & Samuel, Tennul. in Not. 

gf) lgipt>l. Ajrith. Arnymise, win. 1667. 
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-believed him to be the fan of a famous gladiator, with 
whom his ltaother Fauftina was faid to have had a criminal 

inter- 


refpeSire reigns. jEmilius 
Parthenianus competed the hif- 
tory of all thofe who attempted 
to ufurp the fovereign power. 
He did not end his hiftory be¬ 
fore the year iff, for he Wrote 
the life of Avidius Caflius. He 
is quoted by Vulcatius Galli- 
canus, who Aoufiflied under 
Diocletian. Voffius ranks him 
among the Latin hiltorians (q). 
Procuiui, who inftruifted M. 1 
Aurelius in the Latin gram* 
mar, and was on that account 
taifed by him to the confulfhip, 
publilhed a work on foreign 
countries, or, as tome read it, 
religions, De regionibus, or re- 
ligiotiibut (i). He Was born in 
A tries; but thoroughly verfed 
in the Latin tongue (a}. He* 
piueftion and Harpocration, 
who inftnided L. Vetus in the 
Greek language {3), hare both 
left fome works behind them. 
An excellent piece de re me- 
trica, Which teems to be very 
ancient, and bears the name of 
Hephaftion, a grammarian of 
Alexandria, has reached our 
rimes, and is commonly aferib- 
ed to Hephwftion, the precep¬ 
tor of L. Vents. Another 
learned piece is ftill extant, on 
the ten orators of Athens, done 
by Valerius HarpoC ration, fup- 
pofed to hare been prpeeptor to 
1 *. Vwus (4), At this time 
flourifhed Apollonius of Alex¬ 
andria, fora sirred Dyfcoles, who 
publilhed federal grammatical 

(9) Voff Hift-Lat lib. iii. 


pieces. He was father to He- 
rodianus, who lived, according 
to Suidas, in the time of M. 
Aurelius, and publilhed feveral 
grammatical pieces (f). Ar- 
temidorus, author of fereral 
books on the interpretation of 
dreams, lived under Antoninus 
Pius and M. Aurelius; for he 
is quirted by Lucian; and he 
himfelf tells us, that he was ac¬ 
quainted with one who had en¬ 
tered the lifts in the combats 
that were exhibited by Antoni¬ 
nus Pius at Puteoli, in honour 
of Adrian. He was a native 
of EphefuS, and in his other 
Works ftyled himfelf Artemido- 
rus the Epheiian; but in that 
on the interpretation of dreams, 
he took the furnarte of Daldia- 
nfis from Daldis, a fmall city of 
Lydia, the birth-place of his 
mother. Marcellus of Ida, in 
l&mphylia, wrote, in the reign 
of M. Aurelius, forty-two 
books, in hexameter verle, on 
phyiic ; and is quoted by St. 
Jerom (6). Marullus, a Latin 
poet, publilhed fome fatires in 
the beginning of the reign of 
M. Aurelius, not fparing that 
prince, nor his predeceflbr An¬ 
toninus Pius ; but he patiently 
bore his railleries. Apuleius 
fpeaks of a poet who lived in 
his tiiqe, and had begun an ex¬ 
cellent poem upon Alexander 
the Great. This is probably 
the writer Whom he calls elfe- 
where Corvinus Clemens, and 


(1) Trct.Pollio. Hiftor. Trigin. 
lift. Let. lib. i» 


Tynumar. p. 19$. (*) VolT. Hift.Lat.lib. i. Cap. «*. (3) Jul. 

Cap. in Vit. Vtr. p. is. (4) Suid. p. 441. (5) Ibid. p. 379- 

ft) Vide Lucian, in Vit. Demonic, p. 546. M. Ant. lib. i. cap. *. 
Philoftr. Sopbift. 19. Phot. cap.>46. Paulin, lib. viii.p. *)*. 
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jntercourfe *. He gave, when only twelve yean old, a re- flit maty 
markable inftanee of his cruelty, at CentumceRe, now Ci» 
vita Vecchia ; where, finding the water in which he bathed 
fomewhat too warm, he commanded the perfon who at¬ 
tended the bath to be thrown into the furnace ; nor was he 
fatiafied, till thofe who were about him pretended to have 
put his order in' execution b . After his acceffion to the 
empire, he equalled in cruelty Caligula, Domitian, and 
Nero bimfelf, fporting with the htood of his fubjoiba and 
fellow-creatures, of whom he caufed great numbers to be 
racked and butchered in his prefence, merely for his di- 
verfion (L). As for his lewdnefe, the author of his life tells 

us. 


I Jul. Cap. in M. Aur. p. 30. 

who was quxftor. A ulus Gel- 
lius, or Agellius, mult have 
flourilhed about this time ; for 
he was difciple to Titus Caftri- 
cius, to Favorinus, to Herodes 
Atticus, and to Cornelius Fron- 
to, who all lived under Adrian 
and AntoninuB Pius. Corne¬ 
lius Fronto had been conful, 
when A ulus Gellius was a 
youth. He bellows great en¬ 
comiums on the celebrated phi* 
lofopher and apoflat; Peregri- 
nus; but does not mention his 
death, which rendered him 
more famous than any thing he 
had done in his life-time ; for 
he publicly burnt himfelf at the 
(ports of the two hundred and 
thirty-fixth Olympiad: whence 
we conclude, that Aulus Gel¬ 
lius had left off writing before 
that time, that is, before the 
year 165 of the Chrifliaa era, 
the fifth of the reign of M. Au¬ 
relius and L. Verus. He ftu- 
died grammar at Rome, and 
philofophy at Athens, under 
Calvifius Taurus; whence he 
returned to Rome. He left 00 
work behind him, except his 
Nodlea A nice; for thus he ftyled 
the collefHon of feveral memo¬ 
rable and amufing events, which 


fc Lacnprid. in Commod. 

he compiled for die ufe of his 
children. 

(L) The ancients relate fe- 
veral inilances of his cruelty, 
very odd and monihrous: he 
caufed one to be thrown to the 
wild beads, for reading the life 
of Caligula written by Sueto¬ 
nius, becaufe that tyrant and 
he had been born on the fame 
day. Seeing one day a corpu¬ 
lent man pa ft by, he immedi¬ 
ately cut him afunder, partly to 
try his ftrength, in which he 
excelled all men, and partly out 
of curiofity, as he himfelf own¬ 
ed, to fee his entrails drop out 
at once. He took pleafure in 
cutting off the feet, and putting 
out the eyes, of fuch as he met 
in his rambles through the city, 
telling the former, after he had 
thus maimed them, by way of 
raillery, that they now belong¬ 
ed to the nation of the Mono- 
podfi; and the latter, that they 
were now become Lufcioii; al¬ 
luding to the words lufeinia, a 
nightingale, andlufeui, onc-cyt<i. 
Some he murdered, becaufe 
they were negligently dreffed j 
others, becaufe they ftemed 
trimmed with too much nicety. 
He pretended to great “ill >n 
r . forget)-. 
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us, that even in his father’s reign he turned the court into 
a brothel ;®and, upon his death, he abandoned himfelf, 
without reftraint or ihame, to all manner of vice, fpending 
whole days and nights in public houfes atnongd the mean- 
eft of the people, and in the company of gladiators, buf¬ 
foons, and common proftitutes. He kept conftantly three 
hundred concubines, and the like number of catamites. 
He debauched all his own fillers, and murdered one of 
them, named Lucilla, after he had forced her to comply 
with his inceftuous deGres- But to give a detail of his in¬ 
famous practices and pollutions, is beneath the dignity of 
an hiftorian, and what we cannot help condemning in Sue¬ 
tonius, and other writers. 

He took great delight in (footing with the bow, and gave 
innumerable proofs of his dexterity and fkill in that art, 
which we fhould efteem fabulous were they not attefted by 
all the ancients. His ftrength was fo great, that he is 
faid to have run an elephant through with his fpear, and 
to have killed in the amphitheatre a hundred lions, one after 
another, and each at one blow. Forgetful of his rank and 
dignity he entered the lifts with the common gladiators, 
having learned with them, in the public fchool, the ufe of 
their weapons, He is faid to have fought in the amphi¬ 
theatre feven hundred and thirty-five times, and to have 
always come off conqueror; whence he often'fubferibed 
himfelf, “ The conqueror of a thoufand gladiators.” He 
feemed to be more pleafed with the applaufe of the popu¬ 
lace on thefe occafions, than any of the ancient Roman 
captains had ever been with a triumph. Imagining one 
day that the people rather derided than applauded him, he 
ordered them all to be maffacred on the fpot, and the city 
to be fet on fire, which barbarous, fentence-would have 
been put in execution, had not the captain of the praetorian 
guards, with much'difficulty, appealed him. Having with 
his extravagancies foon drained and exhaufted his trea- 

forgery efpecially at letting feveral perfons, though not 
blood-, but often, Mnftead of guilty of any crime, tobedif- 
eafingby that means thofewjiom gulfed like monfterg, that, by 
he viutpd, or who were prevail- knocking out their brains with 
ed upon to recur to him, he his club, he might have a bet- 
cut off their ears and nofb . He ter claim to the name of the 
a (fumed the name and habit of great deftroyer of monflers. In 
Hercules, appearing publicly (hort, the (hedding of blood 
in a lion’s (kin, with a huge feemed to be his chief employ* 
(Club in his hand, and ordering ment (i). * 

(i) Lamprid. in Con;mod, 

fury, 
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fury, he betook himfelf to all manner of rapine; loaded 
ihe people with taxes; fold the governments*of the pro¬ 
vinces, and other employments ; exempted criminals from 
the punilhment due to their crimes upon their advancing a 
fum of money, and allowed others to murder whomfoever 
they pleafed; fo that the city, and indeed the whole em¬ 
pire, was filled with blood and maiTacres, every one pur- 
chafing of the emperor the liberty of killing fuch as he fear¬ 
ed or hated c . But to proceed toithe hiftory of his reign 
in the order of time. 

Commodus, a few days after his father’s death, went to 
the camp, attended by all the chief officers; and there, after 
a plaufible and popular fpeech to the foldiers, prefented 
them with the ufual donative. He would have returned 
immediately to Rome, panting after the diverfions of the 
city, but Fompeianus, who had married his filter, repre- 
fenting how dangerous and fhameful a thing it would be 
for him to return before he had ended the war, he was, 
with much difficulty prevailed upon to continue in Panno- 
nia, where he is faid to have gained fome advantages over 
the Quadi, which mult have been very inconfiderable, fince 
he did not on that account take upon him the title of impe- 
rator. However, both the Qjiadi and Marcomanni, ima¬ 
gining that he was refolvetl to purfue the war, and find¬ 
ing themfelves no longer in a condition to make head 
againlt his victorious troops, propofed an accommodation, 
which he readily granted* upon the following terms: r. 
That they (hould mat fettle within five miles of the Danube. 

2. That they Ihould deliver up their arms, and fupply the 
Romans with a certain number of troops when required. 

3. That they (hould afiemble but once a month in one place 
only, and in the prefcnce of a Roman centurion. And 

4. That they ihould not make war upon the Iazyges, the 
Buri, or the Vandali, without the confent of the people of 
Rome. On the other hand, Commodus promifed to eva¬ 
cuate all the caftles and fortrelfes which he held in their 
country, except fuch as were within five miles of the Da¬ 
nube d . With the other German nations, which his fa¬ 
ther had almolt entirely reduced, he concluded a very dif- 
lionourable peace ; nay, of fome ne purchafed it with very 
large fums. Having thus rather abandoned than ended the 
War, he repaired to Rome, where he was honoured with 
a triumph, the fumame of Pius, and all the marks of dif- 
tinftion that had ever been conferred upon the moll deferv- 

_ e Lamprid. in Commod. * Dio, lib. Ixvii. p. Si7* Herodian. 

lib- i. p. 461. A 1 r- Vift. 
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ing princes. Having vifited the Capitol, and other tent- 
pJos, and returned daub to the fenate, the people, and the 
foidiery, for their fidelity and attachment to him during his 
abfence, he waa conducted to the palace on the zad of 
O&obcr 

In the following year Commodus entered upon his third 
confuHhip, having for his colleague Birrus, or Burrhus, 
probably Antiftius Burrhus, who had married his filler'. 
The next confuls were* Mamertinus and Rufus, during 
whofe adminiftration Commodus took the title of impe- 
rator for the fifth time, on account of fome advantages 
gained by his lieutenants. Albinos and Niger, over the Bar¬ 
barians who dwelt beyond Daria. The above mentioned 
confuls were fueceded by Cqmmodus the fourth time con- 
ful, and ViSorinus the fecond time. During their con- 
fnlfhtp the Caledonians, having pafled the wall which part¬ 
ed them from the Romans, committed dreadful devafta- 
tions, and cut in pieces a whole Roman army, with their 
general; but were in the end rcpulfed with great (laughter 
ByUlpius MarceHus, a man of mean defeent, but an excel¬ 
lent commander, and a ftri£l obferver of the military difei- 
pline. The ancients give us no particular account of this 
war; but only tell us that it proved very bloody ; that the 
emperor, for the great advantages gained by his lieutenant, 
took the title of imperator the fixth time, with the furaame 
of Britarmieus ; and that Ulpius Marcellus, by his gallant 
and prudent conduct, gained itrch credit and reputation, 
that Commodus, envying the glory he *had acquired, de¬ 
igned to put him to death ; but afterwards allowed him 
to live. 

Commodus, who had hitherto followed the advice of his 
father’s friends and counfellors, now began to defpife them, 
thinking himfelf fefficiently qualified to govern without fo 
many tutors. He therefore difeharged them all, employ¬ 
ing in their room either his debauched companions, or 
- fitch as they'recommended to him. Thus Petennius Ni- 
teuuftlitn. was P rc fc ' r e d to the command of the armies in Syria, 
fey the mtereft of the wreftkr Narciffus ; and many others 
were raifed to great employments by means of the empe¬ 
ror's fveedmen, Haves, and concubines, whofe imperious 
and arrogant behaviour drew upon the young prince the 
hatred and contempt of the fenate; which he being well 
apprifed of, began in his turn to put to death, under vari¬ 
ous pretences, fome of the moil eminent members of that 

•Lintprid. m-Commod. Dio, p. Sit. Herodim. p, 471. Gohz,p. 
Si, 1 Vit, Ctmunod. p, 4I. Onuph, p. a;!. 
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ijlaftrious body. His filter Lucilla finding him abhorred 
on account of his cuelties, by all the great mefi in Rome, 
formed a confpiracy againft him, with a defign to place in 
his room a perfon whom fhe favoured, and was thought to 
love both above her brother and her huiband Pompeianus. 
She had the title of emprefs, and all the honour attending 
it, being the widow of the emperor L. Verus ; but never- 
thelefs was obliged to give place to Crifpina the wife of 
Commodus, a mortification whicl^ her haughty fpirit could 
not brook. She therefore drew into a confpiracy Claudius 
Pompeianus, to whom (he had betrothed her daughter 
Quadratus, and many other fenators of diftindtion. It 
was agreed among the confpirators, that they Ihould aflaf- 
finate the emperor while he was going to the amphitheatre, 
through a narrow dark paflkge; and that Pompeianus 
fhould give him the firft blow. Accordingly they a (faulted 
him at the appointed place; but Pompeianus (hewing him, 
indead of ftriking at once, the naked dagger, and crying 
out, lc This prefent the fenate fends you,” the guards had 
time to refeue the emperor, and feize the confpirators, 
who were foon after executed. The emperor banifhed his 
fider to the iiland of Caprese, where he afterwards order¬ 
ed her to be privately murdered *. This fame year the em¬ 
prefs Crifpina was likewife confined to the iiland of Ca- 
pres, and there murdered by the emperor’s order, for imi¬ 
tating him in his debaucheries h (M). One Anterus, or, 
as others call him Saoterus t >a native of Nicomedia, and the 
emperor’s favouritg freedraan, was thought to have miti¬ 
gated him to the wicked rneafures which he was purfuing; 
for he bore a great fway with the prince. Wherefore the 
captains of the guards caufed him to be murdered by Cle- 
ander, of whom we (hall fpeak hereafter. The emperor 


s Vit. Comraod. □. 46. Hcrodian. p. 474. Dio, u, 81S. h Dio, 


p. 818. 

(M) Quadratus had a concu¬ 
bine, by name Marcia, and a 
favourite Freedman narand Ec- 
ledlus. The latter the empe¬ 
ror created his chief chamber¬ 
lain, and the former, who was 
a woman of great beauty, he 
kept for his concubine, and di- 
ffinguiihed her with all the ho¬ 
nours that were peculiar to the 
ctnprefTes, except that of hav- 

(ij Herod, lib. Lp. 486. 


ing fire and torches carried be¬ 
fore her (1). She is fuppofed 
to have baen a great friend to 
tha C’hriftians; and co her 
pofter at court, and authority 
with the emperor, iscolhmonly 
aferibed the profound tranqui¬ 
lity which the church enjoyed 
in the midfl of fb many cruel 
executions (a). 

(*) Vide Baron. Ann-«i». 
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exprefled greater concern for bis death, than he had donti 
for the confpiracy formed againft himfelf; andbeing inform¬ 
ed that Tarruntinus Paternus, one of the captains of the 
guards, was privy to it, he removed him from his employ¬ 
ment, on pretence of creating him a fenator, and a few 
days after caufed him to he alfaflinatcd, with Salvius Julia- 
nuft, to whofe fon the daughter of Paternus had been be¬ 
trothed, pretending that they had both confpired to depofe 
him, and feize the enjpire for tbemfelves 1 . Salvius Ju- 
lianus was grandfon to the famous civilian of that name 
under Adrian, and uncle to Didius Julianus, who was 
afterwards emperor. 

In the fame year were falfly accufed of treafon, condemned, 
and executed, Velius Rufus, Egnatius Capito, and.the two 
Quintilii, Maximus, and Condianus, who had been all con- 
fuls. Sextus Condianus the fon of Maximus, who had like- 
wife been conful, and was a young man of extraordinary 
parts, was condemned with his father and uncle; but es¬ 
caped, at leaft for fome time, by caufing a report to be 
Ipread, that he was dead; but many attefting that he was 
{till alive, diligent fearch was made after him. Many per- 
fons, who had never feen him, were accufed of having har¬ 
boured and concealed him in their houfes, and, upon that 
charge, either put to death, or baniflied- Of Sextus him¬ 
felf we find no farther mention in hiftory. /Emilius Junc- 
tus and Attilius Severus were both bamlhed in their con- 
fulihip, which they held, it feems, during the two laft 
months of the year, and with them,, many fenators and 
knights of great diftin£tion *. Under the fucceeding con- 
fids M. Eggius Merullus and Cn. Papirius iElianus, the em¬ 
peror’s favourite minifter Perennis was accufed of afpiring 
to the empire, and put to death. He was captain of 
the praetorian guards, an excellent commander, and, ac¬ 
cording to Dio CafliUs, a man without reproach. 

While Commodus was a Hilling at the Capitoline fports in- 
ftituted by Domitian in 86, a perfon, in the habit of a Cynic 
philofopber, appeared unexpectedly in the midll of the 
theatre ; and, addrefling the emperor, exclaimed aloud, 
that, while he regarded^nothsng sut his pleafures and di- 
verfioijs, he was in danger of lofing both his life and the 
empire, by the wicked prafiices of Perennis, and his chil¬ 
dren. Perennis caufed the pretended Cynic to be immedi¬ 
ately feized as a madman, who difturbed the public fports, 
and foon after ordered him to be burnt alive; a circum- 

>1 Vit. Commcd. p. 47, * Dio, lib, Ixxii p. 819. Vit. Com- 
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ftance which gave the emperor no fmall jealoufy. Not long 
after fonie foldiers, arriving at Rome from IllyriCum, where 
the fon of Perennis commanded, (hewed Commodus, in 
a private audience, feme medals, on which was engraved 
the image of the fon of Perennis, as if he had been already 
emperor; which intelligence fo alarmed the prince, that 
he commanded the traitor to be immediately put to death l . 
Thus Herodian: but Dio Gaffius and Lampridius relate his 
downfal in a quite different manner. His wife, his filler, 
and his two Tons, underwent the fame fate. To his eldeft 
fon, who commanded the army in Iilyricum, the emperor 
wrote an obliging letter, enjoining him to come with all 
poffible expedition to Rome, to receive new marks of the 
eileem and affedlion he had for him and his father. As 
the young man was an entire ftranger to what had palled, 
and not in a condition to revolt openly, he readily complied 
with the invitation ; but had no fooner entered Italy, than 
he was cut in pieces by the foldiers who attended him, pur- 
fuant to the private orders they had received from Rome 
The other brother was probably killed at Rome with his 
father. L 

Perennis was fucceeded in the pod of prime minifter by 
Cleander ; for the emperor himfelf was fo engaged in his 
pleafures and diverfions, tflat he could not bellow one mi¬ 
nute on the affairs of Hate : he would not even be at the 
trouble of figning his difpatches: and, in feveral letters to 
his friends, all he wrote waS vale, farcwel. Cleander was 
hy birth a Phrygian, and originally a Have, having been 
publicly fold as fuch in Rome. He belonged at firlt to M. 
Aurelius, and afterwards to Commodus, _who, favouring 
him above the reft of his Haves, allowed him to marry De- 
moftracia, one of his concubines, brought up the children 
he had by her in the palace, prefented him with his liberty, 
and appointed him his chamberlain. He is thought to have 
procured.the death of Perennis, that he might engraft all 
the power to himfelf; a defign which he eafily compared, 
and abufed his authority in a more flagrant manner than 
Perennis had ever doner By him all thiilgs were openly fet 
to fale, offices, provinces, public jrevenues, public juirice, 
and the lives of men both innocent and guilty. ' Aatmius 
Burrhus, who had married one of the emperor s fitters, 
took the liberty to acquaint the prince with the unwarrant¬ 
able condua of his minifter; but that liberty caft him his 
life, Cleander having charged him with afpinng to the em- 

1 Herodot. lib. i. p. 474. 475- * S>i{, » P* Vit ’ Com ' 
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pire, and prevailed upon the emperor, whom he blindly 
controuled, to condemn him, and all thofe who efpoufed 
his caufe, or attempted to defend him. Among thefe was 
Ebutianus captain of the guards, in whofe room Cleander 
perfuaded the emperor to fubftitute himfelf, and two others, 
whom he named for that purpofe. Upon the death of Pe- 
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tkt rcnn ' 8 > that employment had been given to Niger, who 
held it only fix hours; another enjoyed it but five days, and 
feveral others not fo long, the timorous emperor changing 
the captains of his guards daily and hourly. Molt of thefe 
officers loll their lives with their employment, being accufed 
of treafon by Cleander, who folicited, and at laft obtained, 
that important poll for himfelf ". 

After the death of Perennis, the emperor pretended to be 
greatly concerned for many things that had been done dur¬ 
ing his adminiftration, in order to throw the whole odium 
upon the deceafed. He wrote a foothing letter to Pertinax, 
whom Perennis had baniffied into Liguria, his native coun¬ 
try, and kept there for the fpace of three years, appointing 
Jf* him commander of the troops in Britain, which had muti- 
“ nied, and raifed great difturbances in that illand, neither 
the Roman foldiers, nor the Britons, being able to bear the 
tyrannical government of Commodus. Upon the arrival 
of Pertinax, the foldiers preffed him to affiime the fove- 
reignty; but he, rejecting the offer with indignation, brought, 
by degrees, the mutinous foldiery to a fenfe of their duty, 
and reftored tranquility to the province, but not without 
great trouble and danger ; for one of the legions openly re¬ 
volting, much blood was fpilt, and Pertinax himfelf left 
upon the fpot for dead. As his feverity drew upon him 
the hatred and ill-will of the foldiery, he defired to be. re¬ 
called ; but the emperor did not comply with his requell 
till three years after. This year Commodus took the title 
of imperator for the eighth and lafi time, on account of the 
advantages which ClodiuB Albinus is faid to have gained 
over the Frifians 

Under the next confuls, Crifpinus and iElianus, a com- 
-. mon foldier, named Maternus, having deferted his colours, 
U C 055" an d being joined by maqy others guilty of the fame crime, 
grew us a (hort time fo powerful, the banditti flocking to him 
from all parts, that be over-ran and plundered great part of 
Gaul and Spain, ftormed the ftrongeft cities, and ftruck 
the emperor and people of Rome with fuch terror, that 
troops were raifed, and armies difpatched againfi him. Pef- 
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cennius Niger was fent to make head againfl hyn in Gaul, 
where he became very intimate with Severus, who was then 
governor of the country of Lyons p . Maternus, finding 
himfeif reduced to great ilraits by Niger, divided his troops 
into feveral fmall bodies, and marched privately, by differ¬ 
ent ways, into Italy, having nothing lefs in view than to 
murder the emperor during the folemnity which was kept 
annually, in honour of the mother of the gods, and, upon 
his death, to feize the empire. They all arrived at Rome 
undifcovered ; and fome of his men had already mixed 
themfelves with the emperor's guards, when he was betray¬ 
ed by others of his own party. He was immediately feized, 
and executed ; and his death terminated the difturbances, 
which fome of his followers had begun to raife in other pro¬ 
vinces a. At this period broke out the moll dreadful plague, 
fays Dio CalRus, that had been known. It laded two or 
three years, and raged with the greated violence in Rome, 
where it frequently carried ofF two thoufand perfons a day. 
The emperor, to avoid the contagion, retired to Laurentum, 
a city of Latium, on the fea-fide. 

In the following year, Fufcianus and Silanus being both 
confuls for the fecond time, the emperor declared, that he 
defigned to pafs over into Africa ; but having, under that 
pretence, exafted very confiderable Turns, and even fuffered 
the people to offer up vows for his fafe return on the fifth 
of April, he fpent the moqpy in banquets and revels, and 
continued at Rome, and in the neighbourhood. About this 
time Severus was tfanflated from the government of Pan- 
11 onia to that of Sicily, whence he returned to Rome, to 
clear himfeif of a crime with which he was charged ; name¬ 
ly, that of confuting the adrologers, as if he entertained 
thoughts of ufurping the fovereignty. His caufe was heard 
by the captains of the guards, the colleagues of Cleander ; 
and, as Commodus was hated, fays Spartian, Severus was 
cleared, and his accufer crucified r . This year great part 
of the Capitol, a famous library, and feveral contiguous 
buildings, were deftroyed by lightning*. Eufebius fays, 
it confumed whole quarters of the city, and in them feve- 
ral libraries. At the fame time the city was afflifted with 
a dreadful famine, occafioned, as fome authors write, by 
Cleander, who, having now nothing lefs in view than the 
fovereignty, privately bought up all the corn, in order to 
raife the price of it, and gain the afieflions of the foldiery 
and people, by diftributing it among them '. Other writeis 
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tell us, that Papirius Dionyfius, whofe province it was to 
fupply the city with provilions, contributed towards the fa¬ 
mine, in order to make the people rife againft Oleander. 

It is certain, however, that the populace afcribed all their 
calamities and misfortunes to the minifter, who now began 
to a£t in a more arbitrary manner than ever, putting to 
death and pardoning, banilhing and recalling from exile, 
whom he pleafed. Several manumitted flaves he created 
patricians, and placed them in the fenate ; others he made 
governors of provinces, and raifed to the firft employments. 
But his reign was of fliort duration; for the following year, in 
which Rome faw for the firft, and indeed for the laft time, 
twenty-five confuls, all named by Oleander, and moft of 
them his creatures, while the people were celebrating the 
Circenfian games, a troop of children, having at their head 
a young woman of an extraordinary ftature, and a fierce af- 
pe£t, entering the circus, began to utter aloud many bitter 
inve&ives, and dreadful curfes, againft Oleander; which 
being for fome time anfwered by the people with other in- 
vedlives and curfes, the whole multitude fuddenly flew, in 
a tumultuous manner, to the palace of Quintilius in the 
neighbourhood of Rome, where the emperor was then re¬ 
dding with Oleander; and renewing their curfes and im¬ 
precations, demanded the head o'f the perfidious wretch, by 
whom they had been fo grievoufly and tyranically opprefled. 
Oleander ordered the praetorian cavalry to charge the mul¬ 
titude } which order they obeyed, driving them, with great 
flaughter, into the city; but there the pspulace difeharging 
{bowers of ftones, bricks, and tiles, from the tops of the 
houfes and from the windows, while the city-guards, who 
hated Oleander, joining the multitude, the praetorian horfe 
were forced to give way, and fave themfelves by a difor- 
derly flight. The people purfued them to the palace of 
Quintilius, where the emperor was palling his time in the 
company of fome lewd women, wholly unapprifed of the 
tumult. Oleander having forbidden thofe who were about 
him to acquaint him with it. However, Marcia, his fa¬ 
vourite concubine," thought it her fluty to inform him of 
what had palled; and his After FadiUa, entering his apart¬ 
ment in a great fright, and with her hair dilhevelled, cried 
out aloud, that all was loft, unlcfs he abandoned Oleander 
to the fury of the incenfed populace. The emperor, ftruck 
with terror and amazement, fent for Oleander; and hav¬ 
ing caufcd his head to be ftruck off that inftant, fent it to 
the petrale; its appearance put an end to the combat, 
which ftill continued with great flaughter. His head and 
body were, by the incenfed populace, infulted in a moil: 
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outrageous manner. His wife, his children, and molt of 
his creatures, were, at the fame time, malTacrctt; and their 
bodies firft dragged through the ftreets, and then thrown 
into the common fewer Julianus and Regillus were ap¬ 
pointed captains of the guards in the room of Cleander and 
his colleagues j but the emperor caufed them both to be 
foon after aflailinated, though he had ever (hewn a paiti- 
cular kindnefs and affe&ion for julianus, whom he ufed to 
ftylc his father. About the clofp of this year, Pertinax 
was, at his own requell, recalled from Britain, and charged 
with the care of fupplying the city with provifions, in the 
room of Papirius Dionylius, who was likewife put to death, 
with all thofe who had in any degree contributed to the 
railing of the price of corn. 

In the following year ComVnodus entered upon his iixth 
confullhip, taking Petronius Septimianus for his colleague. 

The feveral conlpiracies which had been formed again!! 
himfelf and his minillers, filling him with jealoulies and 
fufpicions, he abandoned himfelf, without controul, to 
bloodflied and cruelty (N). This year Severus, who had 
been one of the twenty-five confuls of the preceding year, 
was appointed commander of the troops in Illyricum ; and 
Pertinax was fent into Africa, with the character of pro- 
conful. The following ytar, Apronianus and Bradua be- y r „f 
ing confuls, a fire broke out in the night-time in the cele- 1539. 
brated temple of Peace, preceded, and, as fome writers A. D. igi, 
fuppofe, produced, by a flight earthquake; for no thunder u ~ C ' 919 ‘ 
was heard 1 (O). , The 7 h tn.pl, 
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(N) Among the multitudes retired ou horfeback, with a dc 


of all ranks ana conditions, who 
Were doomed to be inhumanly 
mattered this year, Dio Cai- 
fius gives us a particular account 
of the death of Julius Alexan¬ 
der, a native of Eme&^in Sy¬ 
ria ; who being informed that 
the emperor had feet thither 1 
centurion, with a band of fol- 
diers, to murder him, furprifed 
•hem in the night, and killed 
them to a man, with feveral 
others, whom he fufpefted to 
be his enemies. Having thus 
filled the city with (laughter, he 


lign to take refuge among the 
Barbarians; and would hare 
effefted his cfcape, had he not 
been retarded by a friend of 
his, who could not keep up 
with him, and whom he could 
not bear to leave behind. Be¬ 
ing, therefore, overtaken by 
thole who purfued hitr^ he firlt 
killed his mend, that he might 
not (all into their hands, and af¬ 
terwards himfelf ( 1 ). 

(O) Dio Caffius fuppofes, that 
it began in the adjoining houfes. 
Be that as it will, the temple, with 
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The fire fpread with great violence to other quarters of 
the city, and confumed a great number of ftateljr edifices ; 
among the reft, the temple of Vefta. The Veftals fled to 
the palace, with the ftatue of Fallas, which was fuppofedto 
have been brought from Troy, and had never before been 
expofed to public view; but the flames feized the palace it* 
felf, and reduced great part of it to aihes. However, the 
public papers and regifters were with great difficulty pre- 
ferved. The conflagration lafted feveral days, in fpite of 
the utmoft endeavours of the people, the foldiery, and the 
emperor himfelf; who, returning on that occafion, from 
the country, expofed his own perfon, in order to encou¬ 
rage others to exert themfelves by his example. It ceafed, 
at length, of itfelf, or was extinguifhed by a fudden and 
violent rain. This year Perfinax was preferred from the 
government of Africa to that of Rome, and Didius Julia- 
nus appointed to govern Africa in his room. The next 
confuls were Commodus the feventh time, and Helvidius 
Pertinax the fecond. This year the Roman troops were de¬ 
feated by the Saracens, whom we find now mentioned for 
the firft time in hiftoryr. Commodus, being told, that 
Severus, who commanded in Illyricum, and Nonius Mur- 
cus, who had the command of fome other army, afpired to 
the empire, appointed Clodius lAlbinus, in whom he re- 
pofed an entire confidence, governor of Britain, and wrote 
a letter to him with his own hand, fays Julius Capitolinus, 
authorizing him to afliime the title of Csefar, and the orna¬ 
ments peculiar to that dignity, in cafe any difturbances 
fhould arife in the empire. Albinus, adds the fame writer, 
prudently declined that honour, fearing to be involved in 
the ruin of Commodus, which he apprehended was fpeedily 


if Vit, Nigr. p- jj. 


all the furrounding buildings, 
were reduced to afhes. That 
magnificent ftrufture had been 
railed by Vefpafian after the 
deftruftion of Jeruftlem, and 
enriched with the fpoils .and 
ornamejifs of the temple ofthe 
Jews. The ancients {peak of it 
as one of the mod flately build¬ 
ings in Rome. There men qf 
learning ufed to hold their af- 
frmblies, and lodge their writ¬ 


ings, as many others depofited 
their jeweh, and whatever elfe 
they efleemed of great value. 
It was likewife made ufe of as a 
kind df magazine for the fpices 
that were brought by the Ro¬ 
man merchants out of Egypt 
and Arabia; fo that many rich 
perfons were reduced to beg¬ 
gary, all their valuable effects 
and treafurea being confumed in 
one night, with the temple (i}r 


(i)Dio, p, Big. Herod, lib. i. p. 485. 
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approaching *. The account which Dio Caflius and Hero- 
dian give U3 of the latter part of this prince’s itign, is no¬ 
thing but a detail of his follies, and the (hews which he 
exhibited, and in which he himfelf afted the chief part. 
Both thefe hiftorians were prefent j and the former, who 
afliftod at the fpeftacles in quality of fenator, tells us, that 
he, and the other fenators, chewed the whole time, bay- 
leaves, that by their bittemefs they might be diverted from 
laughing at the prince’s folly which would have coft them 
their lives. However, he owns, that the addrefs and Ifcill 
which the emperor difplayed in lhooting with the bow, was 
univerfally admired and applauded; for a panther having 
feized a man, and being ready to devour him, Commodus 
let fly an arrow againft the bead with fo much ikill and 
force, that the panther fell dead to the ground, before the 
man received the leaft hurt 1 (P). 

He had often appeared on the public ftage in the ama- 
zonian, and other fantallical drefles; but this year he was 
not alhamed to enter the lifts with the gladiators, to aft 
and to dance in the theatre quite naked. Not fatisfied with 
thefe follies, he refolved to appear on the firft day of the 
enfuing year 193, as conful, and at the fame time as gla¬ 
diator ; and, for that purpofe, caufed Erucius Clarus and 


1 Vit. Albin. p. 73. ■ 

(P) A few days before Us 
death, he changed the names of 
fome of the months, calling 
Augult Commodus, September 
Auguft, Oftober Hercules, No¬ 
vember Invincibilis, December 
Exuperatorius, and January A- 
mazonius; which laft title he 
himfelf aflumed, becaufe he 
had firft fallen in love with 
Marcia, upon feeing her paint¬ 
ed in the drefs of an Amazon. 
He likewife intended to phange 
the name of the city itfelf, 
and call it Colonia Commodia- 
na, or, the Colony of Commo¬ 
dus. Upon this head he wrote 
to the fenate, ftyling himfelf in 
the letter,Imperator Cxfar 
Lucius, jElius, Aurelius, Com- 
modus, Antoninus, Auguftus, 
Pius, Felix, Sarmanicus, Ger- 
nianiciiB, Maximinus, Briran- 


Dio, p. 484. Herod, p. 826. 

nicus, Pacator orbis tcrrarum, 
Inviftus Romanus Hercules, 
Pontifex Maximus, Tribunitise 
Poteftatis XVII. Imperator 
VIII. Conful VII. Pater Pa- 
trite, 8rc.” The fenate readily 
complied with his requeft, and 
not only ftyled Rome Colonia 
Commodiana, but the houfe 
in which they affembled, The 
Houfe of Commodus. They 
had given him before, in dcri- 
fion, fay^Lampridius, the title 
of Pius, upon his railing to the 
coitfulfliip one of his mother’s 
gallants ; the title of^iappy, 
for having compafled the death 
of Perennis; and that of Her¬ 
cules, in confideration of his 
extraordinary ftrength, and bis 
killing many thoufand wild 
beafts in the amphitheatre. 

A a 4 . Soft u» 
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Sofius Falco, the two conruli eledt, to be murdered. This 
defign he iiflparted to Marcia the night before it was to be 
put in execution; telling her, that the confuls were to be 
killed the following night; and that he intended to march 
in proceilion, not from the palace, and with the enfigns of 
the imperial dignity, as was ufual on the iirft of January, 
but from the fchool of the gladiators, armed like one of 
them, and attended by them only. Marcia threw herfelf at 
his f?et, and conjured him with tears in her eyes, to refledt 
on the danger to which he expofed his life, by trufting it 
to men deftitute of all honour and probity. But Commodus, 
without regarding her remonftranccs, ordered Lsetus, cap¬ 
tain of the guards, and Ecledtus, his chief chamberlain, to 
prepare the apartment which he had built for himfelf in the 
houfe where the gladiators belonging to the public were 
lodged. Thefe two officers did, likewife, all that lay in 
their power to divert him from fo ftrange a refolution; but 
to no purpofe: for the emperor, in (lead of yielding to their 
intreaties, flew into a rage 5 and, retiring to his chamber, 
as if he deligned to r'epofe himfelf, it being then about noon, 
he wrote down, on a piece of paper, the names of many 
illuftrious fenators, and other penons of diftindtion, whom 
he deligned to take off by uflaffination, in order to enrich 
himfelf with their eftates; and 3 t the head of the fatal lift 
the names of Marcia, Lsetus, and Ecledtus appeared. Hav¬ 
ing left this paper upon his bed, when he went to bathe be¬ 
fore dinner, according to the Rftman cuftom, a little child. 
With whom he ufed to amufe himfelf,. enteiing his bed¬ 
chamber, innocently took it up; and Marcia, meeting him, 
fnatched it out of his hand, imagining it to be fome writ¬ 
ing of confequence. She was greatly furprifed, when, upon 
viewing it, (he found herfelf, Lxtus, and Ecledtus, doomed, 
with the reft, to deftrudtion. She immediately acquainted 
Lxtus and Ecledtus with the danger that threatened them, 
who thereupon refolved to prefcrve thcmfelves by deftroy- 
ing the tyrant b (QJ. 


*> Herod. lib. i. p. 416s 4 * 7 - 


(QJr Such is the account 
Which Herodian gives us of thiB 
confpiracy. But Dio Caflius, 
who haa already related the 
death of Domitian with thefe 
very circumftances, tells us only 
in this place, that Lsetus and 
Ecledtus, no longer able to bear 


tbe cruelties and follies of Corn- 
modus, and terrified with his 
menaces, agreed with Marcia 10 
difpatch him, Julius Capito- 
linus pretends, that they ac- 
uainted Tertinax with their 
efign, who did not attempt to 
divert them from it. But Dio 
Caflius 
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The confpirators agreed, that the fafeft, and ntoft expe¬ 
ditious way, was to difpatch him with poifon J which was 
accordingly adminillered by Marcia, as he returned very 
hot from bathing, after having killed fome wild hearts. 
The emperor, being foon after feized with a heavy Dum¬ 
ber, retired to refrefli himfelf with Deep (for he Dept, as 
hiftorians obferve, at all hours); and Eciedtus, feizing that 
opportunity, ordered the company to retire, hoping to 
conceal the caufe and manner of Jiis death : but Commo- 
dus, awaking when the company was fcarce gone, was 
feized with a violent vomiting; and, fufpefting that poifon 
had been given him, threatened all about him with imme¬ 
diate death. The confpirators, fearing he fliould void the 
poifon, and efcape, fent haftily for his great favourite Nar- 
cifliis, the famous wreftler, who, being gained over with 
great promifes, threw himfelf upon the emperor, and, feiz¬ 
ing him by the throat, ftrangled him c . Thus died Corn- 
modus, after having lived thirty-one years, and four 
months; and reigned twelve years, nine months, and 
fourteen days. He was murdered in a palace which rtood 
on mount Coelius, where he then relided, becaufe he could 
not Deep in the imperial palace *. His body was privately 
conveyed away, and buried in the fields; but was after¬ 
wards taken up by Pertin&, who fucceeded to the empire, 
and depofited in the monument of Adrian. 

His death was no fooner known, than the fenate aflem- 
bled, without waiting for Phe return of day; and declared 
him a public enemy, loaded him with curfes, ordered his 
ftatues to be broken to pieces, bis name to be rafed out of 
all public infcriptions, and demanded his body, that it 
might be dragged through the ftreets, and thrown into the 
Tiber. When Pertinax, who had already been declared 
emperor, anfwered, that it was buried, they defired to 
know, who had been fo daring as to pay that honour to a 
gladiator, to a parricide, to a more cruel and bloody tyrant 
than Nero or Domitian e Though he was generally abhor¬ 
red as a monfter of cruelty, and an enemy to mankind, yet 
the emperor Severus ftyled himfelf his brother, caufed him 
to be ranked among the god;, appointed prierts and facri- 

■ 

c Herod, lib, i. p. 488. Dio, p. 8aS. Comm. Vit. p. 51. d Eufeb. 
Chron. p. a at, c Vit. Cora- p. 53. Dio, p. 830. 

Caffius and Herodian affure us, think of any thing but difpatch- 
that he was altogether unapprif- ing the tyrant, and fecurmg 
ed of their attempt, the con- themfclvei. 
fpirators "not having time to 
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fices to his honour, and ordered the anniverfary of his birth to 
be obfervedfrith great folemnity. It is an undoubted fa£t,that 
the empire was indebted to him for eftabliihing a company of 
merchants, and a fleet for conveying com from Africa to 
Rome, when any misfortune ihould befal the fleet that 
tranfported it from Egypt. Another a£tion we find record¬ 
ed of hiB, truly worthy of the fon of M. Aurelius: one Ma- 
nilius, who had been lecretary to Avidius Caflius, and privy 
to his confpiracy, having made his efcape, and concealed 
himfelf ever fince his death, was apprehended in the be¬ 
ginning of the reign of Commodus, to whom he offered to 
difeover many things of great importance ; but Commodus 
would not fo much as hear him; he even burnt all bis 
letters, without opening any one of them f . But this tranf- 
aftion happened in the very beginning of his reign, when 
he followed the advice of the wife counfellors whom his 
father had placed about him. No mention is made in 
hiftory of his children ; but it appears from an ancient 
medal, that he had fome, who mutt have died very young *. 
Of the authors who flouriihed in his reign, we {hall give an 
account in the notes (R). 

Com- 

f Dio, in Excerpt. Val. p. 7*5. ( g Spart. lib. vii. p. 6 jg, 

(R) Julius Pollux inferibed tences extrafled out of the befi 
to Commodus, when he had Creek writers, and alphabeti- 
only the title of Cacfar, Ono- cllly digefted. But thefe thirty- 
mafticon, which is ftill extant, fix books (night have been re- 
aud coniifts of ten books. It is duced, according to Photius, 
acollefiionoffynonymouswords to fix or feven, by retrenching 
ufed by the bed Greek writers the author’s ufelefs digreflions 
to exprefs one and the lame and repetitions. Philoltratus 
thing. He was one of the pre- fpeaks of one Ariftaenetus of 
cep tors of Commodus, who, Byzantium, who flouriihed un¬ 
being chiefly taken with his flue der Commodus, and ranks him 
and harmonious voice, honour- among the moil eloquent men 
ed him with the profeflbrfhip of of his time. Athenzus, whofe 
eloquence lately founded in the work, intitled, Deipnofophifia, 
city of Athens. Phrynicua was has reached our times, lived 
contemporary with Pollux, and under Commodus; but did not 
likewifejnfcribed toCommodus, begin to write, as we may 
when he was only Czfar, a be fully convinced from the li- 
work, of which Photius had berty with which he fpeaks of 
read thirty-five or thirty-fix him, till after his death («)- 
books. It was a colleftion of We have but an abridgment of 
words, phrafes, and fome fen- his Deipnofophifia, made, ac- 

(1) Athen. lib. xii. Vos'. Hift, Grace, lib. ii. cap. 15. 

cording 
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Commodus being dead, and his body privately conveyed Lmtui and 
away, Lsetus and Ecle&us repaired to the houfe of Helvi- 
dius Pertinax, whom they judged the moft deferving per- 
fon in the fenate, and the moft worthy of the empire. As p.M-" x 
the death of the emperor was not publicly known, Pertinax, 
roufed out of his deep (for it waB about midnight) by their 
entering his houfe, did not doubt but they had been com* 
miflioned by Commodus to murder him. However, he or¬ 
dered his domeftics to admit them into his room; and, 
upon their appearing, without rifing from his bed, or be¬ 
traying the leaft concern, he told them, that as Pompeia- 
nus and he were the only friends of M. Aurelius left alive, 
he had expedited every day to fall a facrifice to the cruelty 
of the tyrant; and, with great firmnefs, bid them put their 
orders in execution. Lsetus,'admiring his conftancy and 
intrepidity, informed him, that the tyrant was dead ; and 
that they were come to offer the empire to him, as the per- 
fon in the fenate the moft worthy of that dignity. Perti¬ 
nax, fufpeQing fome treachery, even after they had ac¬ 
quainted him with all the circumftances of the death of the 
tyrant, difpatched fome of his friends to the place where 
his body lay. Upon their return, no room being left for 
any farther doubt, he yielded to their intreaties, accepted 
the empire, and proceed*! to the camp of the pnetorian 
guards with Lxtus their captain, caufing, in the mean 
time, a report to be fpread in the city, that the emperor 
was dead of an apoplexy, fend that Pertinax had fucceeded 
to the throne. The foldiers were greatly furprifed to fee 
him appear in the camp at that time of night; but Lxtus, 
affembling them, declared, that the emperor being dead of 
an apoplexy, he brought them a new prince, the moft de¬ 
ferving perfon in the fenate, who, he was confident, would 
be received with great joy, and acknowleged by ail. the 
armies of the empire, fince he had on every occalion given 
lignal proofs of his courage, prudence, and other princely 
virtues. 

Pertinax himfelf fpoke after Lsetus, and, in his harangue, 
promifed each foldier three thoufanft drachmas; which 
would have gained them immedately over to his intereft, 

• 

cording to Cafaubon, at Con- Grecian antiquities. He pub- 
flantinople five or fix hundred lilhed other Works ; but none 
years fince. This writer is of them have reached our 
highly efieemed, and not unde- times (a), 
fervedly, by the admirers of 

(1) Voffi Hilt. Gneci lib. ii, sap. > 5 * 

bad 
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had he not added very unfeafonably, that he hoped, by their 
means, to reform feveral abufes; for they concluded from 
thence, that he defigned to reftore the ancient difcipline, 
and deprive them of many privileges, which had been 
granted by Commodus. This declaration occafioned an 
univerfal difcontent, which, however, they diflembled for 
the prefent: a fmall number having, at firft, faluted him 
with the title of emperor, the reft followed their example, 
Yr. of FI. took the oath of allegiance, and, after the ufual facrifices, 
■Mi" accompanied him, crowned with laurel, to the fenate; 

U C '*!' w ^ ere be was received with the greateft demonftrations of 
* ' g41 ‘ joy by the new confuls Quintus Sofius Falco and Caius Ju- 
wh» it ac- lius Erucius, and by all the magiftrates, and other fcnators, 
tmtileged who had affembled upon the firft news of the death of the 
by thepra- tyrant. When the fenators had refumed their places, Per- 
Una dj md ^ ,iax » before they had conferred upon him the title of Au- 
fbt/inate- g u ft u8 > earneftly intreated them not to lay fo heavy a bur¬ 
den upon him in his old age, but to choofe fome other more 
able to difcharge fuch an important truft, and better qua¬ 
lified by his nobility and birth for fo high a ftation h . He 
was not fatisfied with begging them in general to elett an- 
. other, but particularly named Acilius Glabrio, who had 
been twice conful, and pretended to derive his pedigree 
from Anchifes, the father of JE ifcas, took him by the hand, 
and earneftly intreated him to accept the imperial throne ; 
He accipti but Glabrio, and with him all the reft, declaring, that they 
the impire wou | c | acknowlege no other prince but Pertinax, he was 
h,S at laft obliged to yield j . 

JA ' ’ After the fenate had faluted him with the title of Au- 

He thanks guftus, he returned them thanks in an oration fuited to the 
thejenatt. occafion, which was received with loud acclamations by 
the fenate and people, who came in crowds to pay their 
homage to the new prince, whom they highly efteemed and 
revered. The conmls pronounced, according to cuftom, 
his panegyric; after which Falco, who was one of them, 
upon the emperor’s commending Lxtus, captain of the 
guards, and owning himfelf indebted to him for the em¬ 
pire, is faid by Capitolinus to have rebuked the prince with 
great freedom for countenancing the chief minifter of the 
crimeSfOf Commodus. Pertinax heard him without the 
leaft emotion, and only told him, when he had done fpeak- 
ing, that he was young, and had not yet learned to obey i 
that X>setus had put the orders of Commodus in execution 
againft his own inclination, and (hewn, as foon as he was 

* Herod, lib. iv. p. 481—493. Dio, lib, Ixxiji, p. 830. Vit. Pert, 
p. 55. * Herod. Dio, ibid. 
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at liberty, to a£t without reftraint, what were his private 
fentimenta k . From the fenate, the emperor went to offer 
the ufual facrifiecs in the Capitol, viGted the other tem¬ 
ples, and then, amidft the loud acclamations of the people, 
repaired to the palace, where he gave a magnificent enter¬ 
tainment, as it was the firft day of the new year, to all 
the magiltrates, and the chief men of the fenate, purfuant 
to an ancient cuftom, which had been negledled by Corn- 
modus *. * 

Thus Pertinax began his reign, to the great fatisfa&ion jh e y irt ^ 
of Rome, and of all the provinces of the empire, where he and tinea . 
was proclaimed emperor with extraordinary demonftrations t ‘ on °/ 
of joy; no one doubting, that he would foon reftore the Ptrt ** aXt 
ft ate to its former lultre, and.redrefs the abufes and difor- 
ders introduced by Commodus. He was born on the firft 
of Auguft of the year 126, the tenth of Adrian’s reign, in 
a little village called Villa Martis, not far from Alba Pom- 
peia, now Alba, in the duchy of Montferrat. He is com¬ 
monly ftyled by hiftorians, and in molt inferiptions, Pub¬ 
lius Helvius Pertinax. His father, Helvius Succeffus, had 
either been a Have himfelf, or was the fon of an enfran- 
chifed Have “, and followed the mean profeflion of drying 
wood and making charcoal. We are told, that he gave 
the name of Pertinax to nis fon, on account of his obfti- 
jiately adhering, for fome time, to the fame calling, which, 
however, he was afterwards perfuaded to abandon, and to 
keep a grammar-fehool in Rome. But that profeflion not 
anfwering his expectation, he engaged in a military life, 
and fenred firft in Syria, in the reign of Antoninus Pius, 
us a common foldier; but was foon raifed to the rank of 
centurion, by the intereft of Lollius Avitus, or rather Lol- 
lius Gentian us, his father’s patron. 

Having in that poft diftinguifhed himfelf under Lucius n\ s r ife 
Verus, during the Parthian war, he was rewarded with the and pre- 
command of a cohort in Syria, and afterwards employed ferment!. 
in Britain, Media, Italy, and Germany, in which laft 
country he commanded the Roman fleet. From Germany 
he was fent into Dacid, and there, upon fome falfe infor¬ 
mation, deprived of his employment, whatever it was, by 
M, Aurelius, notwithftanding the efteem he had fbr him. 
Capitolinus writes, that he was governor of Dacia, and 
charged with afpiring to the empire. Be that as it may, 

M. Aurelius, beiug foon after convinced of his innocence, 
created him fenator, honoured him with the enfigns of 

k VSt. Pert. p. 55. 1 Herod. lib, ii. p. 494- Vjt - Pe^t • P‘ !S ‘ 

m Dio, lib, ixxiii- p. 831. ViQ. Epit. 
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prater, and j;ave him the. command of the flrft legion, 
which he led again!! the Germans, who had conquered 
Rhztia and Noricum. Thefe countries he recovered in one 
campaign; for which eminent fervice M. Aurelius advanced 
him to the dignity of conful. He was afterwards fent into 
Syria again!! Avidius Caflius; and, upon his death, recall¬ 
ed from thence to guard the banks of the Danube, and 
command the army in Illyricum. Having acquitted him- 
felf in that office to thef general fatisfaCtion both of the 
Romans and Barbarians, he was .afterwards preferred to the 
government of the two MceGaS, then to that of Dacia, and 
laftly to the government of Syria, which he held to the 
reign of Commodus, when he returned to Rome; but did 
not continue long there, being ordered by Perennis, who 
then governed with abfolute authority, and fufpeCted all 
men of merit, to quit the city, and retire to Liguria, his 
liative country, where he lived like an exile three whole 
years; during which he embelliflied the place where he 
was born with a great number of fine buildings ; but would 
not fuffer his father’s cottage, or rather fhop, which flood 
in the midi! of them, to be pulled down, or even altered. 
After the downfall of Perennis, he was, by Commodus, 
fent into Britain, to reftore the ^ancient difcipline among 
the troops in that province; a reformation which he ac- 
complifhed, not without expofing himfelf to great dangers. 
He was recalled at his own reqpeft; and upon his return 
charged with the care of fupplying the city with provifions; 
then appointed proconful of Africa; and laftly, governor 
of Rome, which employment he held when Commodus 
was killed 

Hit cham The confpirators efteemed him, of all the men in Rome, 
raBtr. -the moil worthy of the empire. And indeed he was, ac¬ 
cording to Hetodian, in every refpeCt well qualified for fo 
important a truft, being a man of great wifdom, extraor¬ 
dinary valour, and a uiotlefs chara£ter. Dio Caffius ex¬ 
tols him on account of his mild temper, his goodnefs, and 
his application to bufinefs; and addB, that he was grave 
without being fullen, mild without wfcaknefs, prudent with¬ 
out craft, exa£l without affectation, frugal without avarice, 
and great without pride or arrogance. Aurelius Victor 
ftylcs him a perfon thoroughly acquainted with mankind, 
and one who admired and imitated the manners of the an¬ 
cient Romans The other Victor fays, that he was an 
enemy to all pomp, and outward fhew; that he received 

■ Vit. Pert. p. jt, 5J. Herod, lib. ii. p. 493. Dio, lib. lxxiii- 
p. 831. Vjfl. Epit. 0 Aur. Via. 
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pcrfons of every rank and condition with great affability, 
and treated them as his equals. Julius Capitoifinus is the 
only writer who-gives him but an indifferent charafter, and 
charges him with avarice, and want of fincerity; but that 
writer lived a hundred years after Pertinax, whereas both 
Dio Caflius and Herodian were perfonally acquainted with 
him. The emperor Julian charges him only with having 
been privy to the confpiracv r ; but even from that impu¬ 
tation he is cleared by the above mentioned writers. 

As he found the treafury entirely exhaufted, he or¬ 
dered all the Giver ftatues of Commodusi which had been 
pulled down by a decree of the fenate, to be melted, and 
turned into money ; and fold by auction all his concubines 
and catamites, his arms, his^orfes, his gold and Giver 
plate, and all his rich moveables ; among which particular 
mention is made of chariots fo contrived, as to fliew the 
hour, and meafure the way By thefe means he raifed 
inoney enough to pay the praetorian guards what he had 
promifed them, to difeharge feveral debts contrafted by 
Commodus, and to give a bounty to the people. At the 
fame time he reftored to the lawful owners whatever had 
been unjuftly taken from them by Commodus, recalled fuch 
as had been banifhed for the pretended crime of treafon, 
put them in poffeflion of (heir eftates, and punifhed, with 
the utmoft feverity, thofe who had been acceffory to their 
misfortunes. He publicly declared, that he would accept 
of no legacies or inheritances from fuch as had children or 
lawful heirs of their own, faying, “ I had rather be poor, 
than wallow in riches acquired by dilhonourable methods.” 
He abolilhed all the taxes laid by Commodus on the rivers, 
ports, and high-ways; and would not fuffer his name to be 
fet up, according to cuflom, in fuch places as belonged to 
the emperors, faying, that they did not belong to him but 
to the public r . 

Thus by the mildnefs of his government, by his equity 
and moderation, he gained the affections both of the fenate 
and people; but by attempting to reftrain the licentioufnefs 
of the prsetorian guards, he offended both them and their 
commander Laetus, whb at Grit Jjad been fo zealous in his 
caufe. The private men, not doubting that he wculd re- 
ftore the ancient difeipline among them, had, three days 
after his acceflion to the empire, attempted to proclaim Tri- 
arius Maternus Lafcivius, a fenator of an illuftrious fami¬ 
ly ; but he, efcaping from them while they were carrying 
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him to the pmp, fled to Pertinax, affured him of his loy« 
alty, and then withdrew from Rome. This mutinous dif- 
pofition obliged the emperor to confirm all the privileges 
which had been granted them by Commodus. However, 
he kept them to their duty, which they, inured to the li- 
centioufuefs of the preceding reign, not being able to fur- 
tain, attempted to raife Falco, the conful, to the empire. 
Pertinax, who was then at Oftia giving the neceflary orders 
for fupplying the city with provifions, returned haftily to 
the palace; and, repairing to the fenate, accufed Falco, 
whom the fcnators would have condemned immediately as 
a traitor, and a public enemy: but Pertinax riling up, ex¬ 
claimed, that in his reign no fenator, however guilty, (hould 
be put to death; and publiclydeclared, that he forgave him 
freely. Falco, being thus difmifled, retired to his eftate, 
where he lived in fafety. Some writers pretend, that he 
was utterly unacquainted with the defign of the praetorian 
guards, who had agreed to make him emperor, without 
imparting to him the refolution they had taken in his fa¬ 
vour. However, the foldiers, highly exafperated again!! 
Pertinax, and fecretly encouraged by Lsetus, who did not 
think his former fervices fufficiently rewarded, began 
openly to mutiny, and declare (hat they would no longer 
obey the orders of Pertinax, nor acknowlege him for em¬ 
peror. To exafperate them ftiU more, Laetus caufed fome 
of them to be publicly execute^, as privy to the late con- 
fpiracy; pretending, that he only executed the orders of 
Pertinax, though the prince was entirely ignorant of thefe 
proceedings. 

In confequence of this condud the mutiny encreafing 
daily, on the twenty-eighth of March a body of about three 
hundred of the mutineers, more daring than the reft, leav¬ 
ing the camp, and palling through the ftreets of Rome with 
their drawn fwords, went direftly to the palace, which they 
entered without oppofition, the emperor’s freedmen and 
officers either abandoning the palace through fear, or 
treacheroufly opening all the gates. Pertinax, in the mean 
time, knew nothing of what palled,’ till his wife, in great 
terror, brought him intelligence, that the prtetorian guards 
had retfblted, and were already in the palace. The empe¬ 
ror forthwith difpatched Sulpicianus, M3 father-in-law, 
whom he had appointed governor of Rome, to appeafe the 
tumult in the camp, and ordered Laetus to oppofe tnofe who 
had entered the palace : but Lsetus, covering hia face, that 
he might not be known, inftead of obeying the emperor’s 
orders, retired to his own houfe. As the mutineers ftill 
advanced, fome of the emperor’s friends, who had remain- 
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cd with him, -advifed him to retire, and conceal himfelf, 
till the people, by whom he was greatly beloved, could 
come to his affiftance : but Pertinax rejedted their advice 
faying, that to fave his life by flight was a thing altogether 
unworthy of an emperor. He therefore refolved to meet The intre. 
them in perfon, believing that, awed by his prefence, they °f 
would return to a fenfe of their duty. Accordingly, he Plrl '” aXm 
appeared unexpectedly before them; and alked them, with¬ 
out betraying the lead fear or conoern, whether they, whofe 
duty it was to defend the emperor’s perfon, were come with 
an intent to betray and murder him. At the fame time he 
reprefented to them the heinoufnefs of their crime, the ig¬ 
nominy which it would cart upon their memories, and the 
fatal confequences of fo black a treafon, with fuch fpirit 
and energy, that many of them, moved by his words, be¬ 
gan to (heath their (words, and retire : but a Tungrian 
named Taufius, darting his javelin at the emperor’s bread, 
and crying out, “ The foldiers fend you this,” the reft 
ruflicd on with great rage, and difpatched him with many His death. 
wounds. The emperor made no refiltance; but covering 
his head with his robe, and calling upon Jupiter the Aven¬ 
ger, fell a facrifice to their fury. Ecleflus alone remained 
with him, and endeavoured to defend him ; but after hav¬ 
ing killed two of the fofdiers, was himfelf run through, 
and fell by the fide of his matter, for whofe fafety he had 
facrificed his life. The foldiers cut off his head, and car¬ 
ried it upon the point of a fpear in triumph to the camp, 
whither they retired with great precipitation, before the 
people could affemblc, who, they knew, would not fail to 
revenge the death of a prince whom they fo tenderly loved. 

It was no fooner known that Pertinax had been murder- Heiiuni- 
ed, than the enraged populace (locked from all quarters of •verfatlj lu- 
the city; and uttering dreadful menaces againft the authors • 

of his death, ran up and down the ftreets in queft of them. 

The fenators were no lefs concerned for his death than the 
people ; the more, becaufe they were now convinced, that 
the foit.'icrs would fuffer none to reign but tyrants. How¬ 
ever, as they had mofre to lofe than th‘e common people, 
they did not offer to revenge hie death ; but either (hut 
themfelves up in their own houfes, or in thofe of the fol- 
liers of their acquaintance, thinking themfelves there mod 
fafe *. Such was the unfortunate and much-lamented end 
>f Publius Helvius Pertinax, after he had lived Gxty-fix 
’ears, feven months, and twenty-fix or twenty-eight days; 
md reigned, according to Dio Caflius, eighty-feven days. 
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that is, from the firft of January to the twenty-eighth 
of March , His body, together with his head, was in¬ 
terred with great pomp by Didius Julianus, his fucceffor, in 
the burying place of his wife’s family. The emperor Septi- 
mius Severus, with the title of emperor, alTumed the name 
of Pertinax, which he knew would, above any thing elfe, 
recommend him to the army in Ulyricum, and to the Ro- 
1mmn man people. He puniflied with great feverity all thofe 
laid Arm w ho j, a j been acceffary to his death, difbanded the praeto- 
ieaiJi " r ‘ an g uar< ^ 5 > honoured his memory with a mod magnificent 
funeral, at which was carried the effigies of the deceafed 
prince, pronounced his panegyric, and caufed him to be 
ranked in the number of the gods, appointing the fon chief- 
prieft to his father. The day of his acceffion to the empire 
was yearly celebrated with the Circenfian games ; and his 
birth-day, for many years after, with other fports He 
performed great things, fays Herodian, during his fhort 
adminidration, and would have reftored the empire to its 
former ludre, had he been indulged with a longer reign. 

Pertinax had difpatched Flavius Sulpicianus, his father- 
in-law, to appeafe the tumult in the camp of the praetorian 
guards ; but in the mean time, the news of his death reach¬ 
ed the camp, and the three hundred foldiers arriving foon 
after with his head duck on a fpear, Sulpicianus was not 
afhamed to apply to the murderers of his fon-in-law for the 
The empire empire, and to offer to purchafc it with money : but they 
expefed to re f 0 lved to make the mod of it,« caufed it to be proclaimed 
’ a e ' on the ramparts of the camp, that the empire was expofed 
to fale, and the bed bidder (hould have it. When news of 
this fcandalous proclamation were fird brought to Rome, 
Didius Julianus, the wealthied man in the city, was en¬ 
tertaining fome of his friends at a banquet, who, in the 
midd of their mirth and jollity, advifed him, as he had 
more ready money than any man in Rome, not to lofe the 
opportunity of making fo valuable a purchafe. Julianus ra- 
viffied with the dazzling profpe£t of rule and empire, fol¬ 
lowed their advice, rofe from table, and hadened to the 
camp ; where he' began to canvafs; he reprefented to the 
foldiers, whom Sulpicianus was haranguing in his own be¬ 
half, tljat his competitor,* (hould he fucceed, would not fail 
one day to revenge the death of his fon-in-law; and he 
gave it them under his hand, that if they favoured him (Di¬ 
dianus) on this oecafion, he would redore all things to the 
condition they were in under Commodus. This promife 
plcafed the licentious and diffolute foldiery, who had com- 
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mitted, in that prince’s reign, every kind of diforder with 
impunity. . 

However, they would hear what they both offered, and 
fuffered them to bid againft one another, Sulpicianus in the 
camp, and Julianus at the gate; till the latter, riling at 
once from five thoufand drachmas a man to fix thouland 
two hundred and fifty, to be immediately paid, filenced the 
other, was admitted into the camp, and proclaimed empe¬ 
ror, on condition that he lhould fofgive his competitor, and 
never refent his afpiring to the empire w . M. Didius ,Sc- 
verus Julianus, was defcemled from an illuflrious family,' 
originally from Milan, in. which city his grandfather was 
born. The emperor was the fon of Petronius Didius Seve- 
rus, and /Emilia Clara, the grand-daughter of the cele¬ 
brated civilian Salvius Julinmfs, who flouriflicd under A- 
drian, and compiled the Perpetual Edift. He was born on 
the twenty-ninth or thirtieth of January, in the year 133, 
the fifteenth of Adrian’s reign, and brought up by Domi- 
tia Lucilla, the mother of M. Aurelius. That prince, who 
had a particular afFeftion for him, created him firft quxftor, 
then sedile, afterwards pnetor ; and when the time of his 
pratorlhip expired, gave him the command of the twenty- 
fccond legion, then quartered in Germany. He^afterwards 
appointed him governor Belgic Gaul, where, with the 
few forces he had under his command, he repulfed the 
Chauci, who had made an irruption into the Roman ter¬ 
ritories ; for which fervice? he was rewarded with the con- 
fulfhip. After he, had difeharged that office, lie was fent 
into Illyricum, which country he defended with great va¬ 
lour againft the neighbouring Barbarians ; and was, on that 
account, preferred to the government of Lower Germany ; 
whence he was recalled to Rome, and charged with the 
care of fupplying the city with provifions x . He narrowly 
efcaped death in the reign of Commodus, being accufed as 
a confederate to the pretended confpiracy of Salvius Julia¬ 
nus, his uncle by the mother, and was for lomc time con¬ 
fined to the city of Milan: but Commodus, afhamed of 
having caufed fo many other fenators ta be inhumanly mr.f- 
facred, not only difeharged Julianus, but preferred him to , 
the government of Bithynia, and afterwards to the > conful- 
Ihip, in which he had Pertinax for his colleague, whom he 
fucceeded in the proconfulfhip of Africa. Hence Pertinax 
ufed to call him his colleague and his fuccefibr ; which ap¬ 
pellation was afterwards interpreted as a prefage of his be¬ 
ing fucceeded by Julianus in the empire. 

w Dio, p, 83 j. Hercdian, p. 495. * Spart. in Jul. p. 
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All authors agree, that Didius Julianus was poffeffed of 
immenfe wfaith ; but are divided with refpedt to his cha- 
rafter. Dio Caffius, who had been named by Pertinax to 
the prxtorfhip, charges him with avarice and gluttony, and 
paints him as one who was wholly intent upon amaJEng 
riches by any means, however fhameful and unjuft. He 
fpoke without judgement, fays that writer, and uttered fuch 
things in public as excited the compaflion of all fenfible 
men. He was a great eneourager of difturbances and trou¬ 
bles in the ftate, and is fuppofed to have privately excited 
the foldiers againll Pertinax, though his nephew had mar¬ 
ried that prince’s daughter. Dio Caffius adds, that he 
himfelf, in pleading, had often reproached him in public 
with his notorious injuftice r. -Herodian writes, that he 
was generally defpifed on account of his diforderly life, and 
that he thought of nothing but his pleafures and diver- 
iions*. Spartian, on the other hand, tells us, that, in all 
his governments and employments under M. Aurelius, he 
acquitted himfelf with great integrity; from which, how¬ 
ever, he was faid to have fwerved in the reign of Commo- 
dus. He adds, that he was fo covetous, as not to allow 
himfelf fometimes any other food than roots and greens 
a charge which is directly contrary to what we read in Dio 
Caftius and Herodian, writers who lived at that time in 
Rome. Spartian, however, owns, that Julianus was 
charged with eating and drinking to excefs, with gaming, 
and ufing fuch weapons as were peculiar to the gladiators, 
though, in his youth, he had never beemaddided to any of 
thefe vices *. He fhewed himfelf, according to that writer, 
kind, affable, and obliging to all men; and was fo far from 
being elated with his new dignity, that, on the contrary, he 
feemed rather to debafe himfelf too much. 

As i'oon as he was declared emperor, he appointed, at the 
requeft of the praetorian guards, Flavius Genialis and Tul¬ 
lius Crifpinus their commanders. At the fame time he ac¬ 
cepted the name of Commodus, which they befought him 
to take upon him ; and this name is ftill to be feen on fome 
of his medals b . After the ufual ceremonies, the prsetorian 
guards accompanied him jn battle array to the fenate. The 
people did not offer to oppofe their march ; but no accla¬ 
mations were heard; fome, who were at a diftance, even 
uttered invedives againft his perfon. As for the fenators, 
thoftf who were the moft grieved to fee him emperor, were 
the moft forward in congratulating him with fjgncd joy 
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on his acceffion to the empire. Among thefe was Dio Caf- 
fius the hiftorianJulianus made a fpeech in the fenate, 
fays Dio, who was prefent, worthy of himfelf; wherein he 
defired them to confirm what the foldiers had done, \vi(h- 
ing to hold the empire of them ; but told them at the fame 
time, that he was the fitted perfon they could choofe. 
The fenate immediately paffed a decree, declaring him em¬ 
peror, and his family patrician, inveiling him with the 
tiibunitial and proconfular power|- At the fame time his 
wife Marrlia Scantilla, and his daughter Didia Clara, were 
honoured with the title of Auguftte. From the fenate he 
repaired to the palace ", where, defpifing the frugal fupper 
which had been prepared for Pertinax, he ordered a fplen- 
did feaft to be got ready, and paffed the night in mirth and 
jollity, leaving the body of the deceafed prince in a place 
where he had been murdered. However, it was afterwards 
honourably interred. ... 

Next morning, the fenate and the Roman knights coming 
to congratulate him, he received them in a moil; obliging 
manner. He went afterwards to the fenate, and returned 
them thanks for having admitted him to adminifter, in con- 
junaion with them, the fovereign power, and for the ho¬ 
nours they had conferred on his wife and daughter. On 
this occafion he received, according to Capitolinus, the 
title of Father of his Country, which, however, does not 
appear on any of his medals. From the fenate he went to 
the Capitol to offer the ufaal facrifices, the fenators, who 
attended him, outvying one another in demonftrations ot 
joy. But the people, ftrangers to diflimulation. openly 
loaded him with curfes and reproaches, hoping by thele 
execrations to oblige him to refign the power which he had 
purchafed of the foldiery in fo fhameful a manner 1 hey 
even difeharged fhowers of (tones at him, and loudly 
wifhed, as he was facrificing in the Capitol, that he mig t 

never obtain any favour of the gods. w- Cm *L„ t thev 
deavoured to appeafe them with great prom.fes ; but they 
anfwered boldly, that they framed to receiveanythmg 
from fuch an ufurper;md parricide : rnfomuch that, to dif- 
perfe them (for they blocked up the ^ a y)> he w ^ S ' 
to order the foldiers to fall upoh thofe who ftood^earci . 

Thcyattacked ,hc„ * 

great numbers. This carnage exafperated the pcop e to 
fuch a degree,that they all took.aims* and, in the circus 
where the emperor affifted at the public games g 

their curfes and imprecations both againft him 
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praetorian guards, imploring the affiftance of the other ar¬ 
mies and gtftierals, namely, that of Pefcennius Niger, who 
commanded a powerful army in Syria. All this infolence 
Julianus bore with great patience, fays Spartian ; and dur¬ 
ing his (hort reign, gave many inftances of an extraordinary 
mildnefs of temper'. He appointed Repentinus, his fon- 
in-law, captain of the pnetorian guards, in the room of 
Sulpitianus, father-in-law to the deceafed emperor; and, 
to gratify the foldiery, *s-eftablifhed many things, which 
had been appointed by Commodus, and abolifhed by Per- 
tinax. 

Among the many great generals who commanded at this 
time the Roman armies in the different provinces of the 
empire, the molt famed were Pefcennius Niger in Syria, 
Septimius Sevcrus in Illyricum, and Clodius Albinus in 
Britain. Clodius Albinus was a native of Adrumetum in 
Africa, but defeended from the Pofthumian and Ceionian 
families, two of the molt illuftrious in Rome. His father, 
Ceionius Polthumus gave him the name of Albinus, be- 
caufe at his birth he appeared whiter than new-born chil¬ 
dren ufually are, the Latin word albus importing white- 
He was brought up in Africa, where he Itudied the Greek 
and Latin languages, in which he was a perfeft matter. 
The ancients extol his knowlegS and learning, and men¬ 
tion, with great commendations, a treatife, which he com- 
pofed on agriculture. But his martial genius did not allow 
him to purfue the peaceable prbfeflion of letters. He en¬ 
tered into the fervice very early, and, by the intereft of Lol- 
lius Serenus, Bxbius Maitianus, and Ceionius Pofthu- 
mianus, men of rank, and nearly related to him, was firft 
raifed to the command of a troop of Illyrian horfe, and foon 
after to that of the firft and fourth legions. He com¬ 
manded the army in Bithynia in the reign of M- Aurelius, 
and reftrained them from joining Avidius Caffius, for which 
fervice he was rewarded with the confullhip. In the reign 
of Commodus he was appointed governor of Gaul, where 
he gained great advantages over the Frifians, and other 
neighbouring nations. From Gaul lie was tranllated into 
Britain, which government he held at this timeThe 
emperarCommodps, fufpefiing that Septimius Severus, go¬ 
vernor of Illyricum, and Nonius Murcus, who commanded 
an army in fome other province, defigned to revolt, in order 
to engage Albinus in his caufe, wrote a Tetter to him, if 
Capitolinus is to be credited, allowing him to affume, if 
he faw occafion, the title, of Ctefar, and all the enligns of 
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that dignity; which he prudently declined, fearing to be 
involved in the ruin of that tyrant, which he«pprehended 
every hour. The fame writer adds, that, fome time after, a 
falfe report of the death of Commodus being fpread in 
Britain, Albinus, giving credit to it, encouraged his foldiers 
to abolifh monarchy, and re-eftabli(h the ancient republican 
government; a ftep which gained him the affeftior.s of the 
fenate, but provoked Commodus to fuch a degree, that he 
immediately appointed Junius Sqyerus to fucceed him in 
the government of Britain -, but he did not arrive before the 
death of Commodus was publicly known in that province *■ 
M. Aurelius had a particular value for him, and thought 
him h well qualified, on account of his auilerity and gra¬ 
vity, for the command of an army. His feverity feems to 
have bordered upon cruelty ;* for he is faid never to have 
pardoned the leaft fault, but to have crucified even the cen¬ 
turions, when he found them the leaft remifs in their duty. 
He was unjuft to his domeftics, infupportable to his wife, 
and furly and morofe to all. He was very moderate in his 
dn-fs, but quite otherwife in his repafts; for he had fuch 
au extraoidinary appetite, that he is faid by Capitolinus to 
have often eat at a breakfaft five hundred figs, a hundred 

E caches, ten melons, twenty bunches of grapes, a hundred 
eccaficos, and four hundred oyfters'. Sometimes he ab- 
ft,lined altogether from wine, and fometinies drank to ex- 
cefs, even in time of war. He was far from being chafte, 
but abhorred and punilhetfwith the utmoft feverity all forts 
of unnatural lull.. Notwithftanding his many vices, he was 
a man of great courage and Ikill in military affairs, and 
commonly called a fecond Catiline. lhe harangue e 
made to his troops in Britain againft monarchy, gained him 
the affeffions of the fenate fo highly, that no prince, fays 
his hiftorian, was ever fo much revered by the fathers. 

Caius Pefcsnnius Niger Juftus, as he is ftyled on fome 
medals k , as defeended of au equeftnan family, and 
born at Aquinum. He had but a final! eftate, and h«le 
learning; but neverthelefs raifed himfelf from the degree 
of a centurion to the firft military employments in the em¬ 
pire. He had a command in Gaul, where he contradted a 
great friendffiip with Septimius Severus, at that time go¬ 
vernor of the country round Lyons, who recommended 
him to the pmperor Commodus. He was afterwards made 
conful at the requeft of his own troops . Herodian calls 
him a gallant foldier, an excellent officer, an experienced 
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general, an illufirious conful, and an unfortunate emperor ", 
He kept thj foldiers to their duty, and would not fuffer 
them to exa£t any thing from the people, nor allow the 
officers to opprefs the foldiers, upon any account what¬ 
ever. He caufed two tribunes to be Honed for having de¬ 
duced a very inconiiderable fum from the pay of the men 
under their command, and condemned ten foldiers to be 
beheaded for Healing a fowl ; but the whole army inter¬ 
ceding in their behalf, he ipared their lives, and only oblig¬ 
ed them to pay to the cohntryman the price of ten fowls. 
He would not allow his foldiers, while they were in the 
field, to drink wine, nor to ufe plate, nor have any gold 
or Giver about them when they went to battle, that the 
enemy might not, in cafe of a defeat, adorn themfelves 
with their fpoils. He fufferedmo bakers to follow the army, 
obliging the foldiers to content themfelves with bifcuit. 
Some troops that were ingarrifon on the frontiers of Egypt, 
having one day afked permiflion to drink wine, he returned 
them no other anfwer, than that they were but at a fmall 
diHance from the Nile. He required nothing of the fol¬ 
diers but what he praftifed himfelf. In his garb and drefs 
he little varied from a common man, and his diet was the 
fame with that of the meaneH in the army. He always led 
the march on foot, sVith his head uncovered, in all feafons 
and climates. He obliged even his own domeftics to carry 
burdens on their backs, that they might not appear to walk 
at their eafe, while the foldiers were loaded wiLh their arms 
and baggage. 

Severus was a perfon endowed with' extraordinary ta¬ 
lents, and in every refpeQ infinitely fuperior both to Albi- 
nus and Niger. He was generally efieemed, and not un¬ 
deservedly, the mofi active, vigilant, laborious, and entcr- 
prifing man in the whole empire ; inured to labour, inde¬ 
fatigable in every duty of war, equal to the greatefl com¬ 
manders of ancient times, well acquainted with civil affairs, 
ready in forefeeing events, dextrous at concerting fchemes, 
a conftant friend, a dangerous enemy, and equally violent 
in his love and hatred. He was a gjeat diflembler, full of 
deceit, and ever ready to facrifice his reputation and every 
thing elfe, to his interefi and ambitionHe was naturally 
inclined to cruelty and avarice, but more to cruelty ; for 
we find fome infiances of his generofity, but none of his 
humanity: indeed, he is faid never to have pardoned a 
fault, or performed a good-natured a&ion He was an 

"> Herod, lib. iii. p. 501. n Dio. lib. lxxiii. p. 837. Sc lib. 

Ixxvi. p. 865 Ilerod. lib. ii. p. 50j.Via.Epit. TcrtuU. Aped. cap. 4- 
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enemy to all pomp and fhew, frugal in his diet, contenting 
himfelf in general with roots and greens, but. fometimes, 
though feldom, drinking to excefs. In the field his diet 
was the fame with that of the common foldiers ■, he {hared 
all their lalours, and encouraged them more by his exam¬ 
ple than by words, to bear with patience the toils of war, 
which, notwithftandinghis feverity, gained him the affec¬ 
tions of the foldiery. Severus was born at Leptis, a city of 
Libya Tripolitans ; but his anepftors had been Roman 
knights, and afterwards admitted into the fenate ; for he 
was nephew, by the father, to two confuls, M. Agrippa, 
and Scptimius Severus ; the latter having twice borne that 
dignity. His father, M. Septimius Geta, had another 
fon, named likewife Geta, and a daughter; but neither her 
name, nor that of her fon, hive been tranfmitted to us? 

Severus was bom on the nth of April, in the eighth 
year of the reign of Antoninus Pius. He iludied firit in 
Africa, and afterwards at Rome, the Greek and Latin 
tongues ; declaimed in public when only eight years old ; 
applied himfelf to the ftudy of philofophy and eloquence ; 
and excelled, according to Spartian, Aurelius Viftor and 
Eutropius in every branch of polite literature. Dio, on the 
contrary, relates, that he had more inclination than ability 
to learn the liberal arts* And Spartian owns, that he 
fpoke to the end of his life the Latin tongue with the Afri¬ 
can accent ’. He was inftrufted in the knowlege of the law, 
together with Papinianus,«by Q- Servidius Scievola, who 
publifhed various ^books of jurisprudence, whereof fome 
fragments are Hill preferved in the Pandcfls. He feems to 
have had, likewife, fome knowlege of pbyfic, and is faid to 
have been thoroughly acquainted with judicial aftrology, a 
fcience to which the Africans were generally addiifled '■ In 
his youth he was accufed of adultery, but acquitted by Di- 
dius Julianus, at that time proconful of Africa. 

Afterwards he came to Rome, where, after he had plead¬ 
ed for fome time with indifferent fuccefs at the bar, he was, 
by the intereft of his uncle Septimius Severus, admitted by 
the emperor M. Aurejius, into the fenate, and appointed 
governor of the illand of Sardinia ; whence he was fent to 
command the troops in Africa, ifi quality of lieutqiant to 
the proconful. Upon his return from Africa, he was 
created prtetor; and, after his prxtorfliip, was preferred 
to the command of the fourth legion, then quartered in 
Syria. On his journey into that province he vifited the 

r Spart. Vit. Sev p 64. Dio in Excerpt. Val. p- 74 *' 
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city of Athens, and received fome affront, for which, when 
emperor, ht deprived the inhabitants of many privileges 
granted them by his predeceffors. He was afterwards railed 
to the government of Gallia Lugdunenfis, or the country 
of Lyons, where, by his affability and obliging behaviour, 
he gained the affeftions of the people. From Gaul he 
was removed to Pannonia, which province he ruled with 
proconfular authority, as he did afterwards that of Sicily. 
Upon his return to Romr: he was accufed of having con- 
fulted the aftrologers about attaining the empire ; but as 
Commodus began then to be univerfally detefted, he was 
acquitted, and his accufer crucified. He was raifed form 
after to the confullhip, and then appointed commander of 
all the troops employed in Illyricum to defend the banks of 
the Danube' (S). 

To refume the thread of our hiflory. While Didius Ju- 
lianus was endeavouring to gain the affections of the Ro¬ 
man people by the mildnefs of his government, news were 
brought him, that Pefcennius Niger had revolted in Syria, 
and was acknowleged emperor by all the Eaftern nations, and 
the troops under his command. He received the like intelli- 


* Vit. Sev. p. 64,65. Herod. lib. 11. p. 505. 


(S) Upon the death of his 
firft wife Mania, he efpoufed 
Julia, a native of Ernefia in 
byria, for no other reafou than 
becaufe the allrologers had 
told her, that Ihe was to marry 
a fovereign. She is ftyled in 
feveral inferiptions, “ Julia 
Domna Augufta, the mother 
of armies, ot the fenate, of her 
country, &c. (1)” By her 
Severus had Baflianus, com¬ 
monly known by the name of 
Caracalla,born the 4th of April, 
18B, Geta, born in Milan, the 
27th of May, 189, and two 
daughters, who were married 
after thfeir father’s acceffion to 
the empire. Julia dilhonoured 
with her lewdnefs her hulband 
and family. She was likewife 
accufed of confpiring againft 

(1) Spanh. lib. vi. p. 618. 
i. cap. 3' k Soph. 56.p- &iy> 


her hulband, and charged with 
feveral other crimes by Plautia- 
nrss, who did all that lay in his 
power to difgvace her with the 
emperor; 1 infomuch that, to 
retrieve her reputation, (lie at¬ 
tached herfelf to thelludyofphi- 
lofophy, and kept continually 

■ about her a great number of fo- 
philts, philofophers, mathema¬ 
ticians, geographers, and per- 
fons eminent in the various 
branches of learning; which 
has rendered her name famous 
in hiljory (2). Julia had a 
filter named Mtefa, married to 
Julius, who had by her two 
daughters, Socemis and Ma- 
mea, the former the mother 
of the emperor Heliogabalus, 
and the latter of Alexander, 
who fucceeded him.' 

(x)Fhiloll. Vit. Apoll. Tyan. lib. 
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gence From Illyricum, where Severus had been faluted by Pefinnin* 
the army, which he commanded, with the title of Au- Niger dt- 
guftus. The armies in Gaul likewife fwore allegiance to cla redem- 
him, as foon as they heard that he had taken upon him the '* 
title of emperor. Their example was followed by all the stveruf 
armies, provinces, and cities in Europe, except the city of in Ilijri- 
Byzantium ; fo that Severus, having fecured the provinces ««- 
behind him, and left fome troops to guard the banks of the 
Danube, began his march to Rome. As he was well ap- 
prifed that Albinus, governor of Britain, was in a condi¬ 
tion to oppofe his defigns, he wrote a flattering letter to 
him, wherein he declared his intention of adopting him, 
and gave him the title of Csefar, which Albinus aflumed at 
the head of his army, with all the enligns of his new dig¬ 
nity, bellowing, on that occaiion, great encomiums on 
Severus. Severus did not even attempt to gain Niger, or 
rather deceive him, well knowing that he would not lilten 
to any propofals whatever'. 

Julianus, in the mean time, repairing to the fenate, Severus 
caufed Severus to be declared an enemy to his country, and declared a 
the fame fentence to be pronounced again!! his foldiers, on 1 >Mk 
condition they did not abandon him within a limited time. 

Deputies were fent by the fenate to perfuade the foldiers to 
quit the party of Severus, *and join Julianus. Among thefe 
was Vefpronius Candidus, a confular of great authority, 

Valerius Catulinus, who was preferred to the command of 
the troops which Severus fiad with him, and Aquilius, a 
centurion, the chi'if minilterof the cruelties of Commodus, 
with orders to difpatch Severus as foon as he ihould be de- 
ferted by his troops. But the deputies, inllead of exhorting 
the army to abandon Severus, joined him, and encouraged 
the foldiers to purfuc their march, and revenge the death 
of Pertinax. In confequence of this defe£lion Julianus, 
having firft paid the prsetorian guards the largefs he had 
promifed that body, ordered them to their arms, and at the 
fame time fent for the marines on board the fleet at Mife- 
num, who together formed a confiderable army. But as they 
had been long accuftftmed to idlenefS, they fcarce knew 
how to ufe their arms, and Ihewpd great backwardnefs to Ni A" 
make head againd the enemy, who were advancing with 
long marches. Thofe forces were received every-where ^ '" 
with loud acclamations, and fupplied with plenty of provi- w /, trt r ,_ 
fions, upon their proclaiming that they were going to re- ceived 
venge the death of Pertinax, a prince who had been uni- viti bud 
verfally beloved. Julianus, finding he could not depend 

•Dio, lib.lxxiii.pl 837. Herod, lib. ii.p. J' 3 ; 
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upon his troops, caufed the palace to be fortified, as if he 
could have maintained himfelf there after lofing all the reft. 
At the fame time he ordered Marcia and Lsetus, the chief 
authors of the death of Commodus, to be murdered, not 
doubting that they favoured Severus. He difpatched a great 
number of aifaflins to kill Severus, with promifes of im- 
menfe rewards if they fucceeded in the attempt; and caufed 
an incredible number of children to be inhumanly butcher¬ 
ed, in order to make ufg of their blood in the abominable 
myfteries of magic 

While Julianus was thus idly and infamoufly employed, 
Severus, arriving at Ravenna, made himfelf mafter of that 
city, and the fleet riding there; an event which fo terrified 
J« lianus, that, diftrufting his troops, he ordered the fenate 
to alTemhle on the 29th of May, when one of his minifters 
befought them in his name to fend out the Veftals to meet 
the enemy, and intreat them to retire. This propofal be¬ 
ing reje£fed as no lefs ridiculous than ineffectual, Julianus, 
as fome authors write, was fo provoked, that he affembled 
his troops, with a defign to put all the fenators to the fword, 
if they did not comply with his requeft. But he foon 
changed hispurpofe, and went to the fenate in perfon, with 
a propofal of a quite different nature, which was, that they 
would pafs a decree, declaring Severus his partner in the 
empire. The decree palled without opposition, and was 
immediately fent to Severus, who not only rejected the 
offered affociation, but, at the vnftigation of Julius Ltetus, 
ordered Tullius Crifpinus, captain of the praetorian guards, 
who bad brought the decree, to be cut in pieces, a report 
being fpread, that Crifpinus had private orders to difpatch 
Severus. Julianus being thus rejefted, and the fenate de¬ 
clining to afiift him with their advice, he ordered the gladia¬ 
tors at Capua to take arms, under the command of Lollianus 
Titianus, and wrote an obliging letter to Pompeianus, the 
fon-in-law of M. Aurelius, who then led a retired life at 
Terraciua, offering to take him, as he was an excellent com¬ 
mander, for his partner in the empire. But Pompeianus 
wifely declined the offer, pleading, his old age, and the 
weaknefs of his fight; which, however, would have ferved 
him well enough, fays f)io Caffius, had he feen any effec¬ 
tual means of relieving his diftreffed country ». 

In the mean time the troops fent by Julianus into Um¬ 
bria, to guard the paffes of the Apennine mountains, de¬ 
clared for Severus ; and the prxtorian guards themfelves, 

11 Dio, p. 8 j 3 . Vil. Jubp. 61, w Dio, in Excerpt. Val. p. 719- 
Yit. Jul. p. 63. 
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abandoning the emperor whom they had ch® r en, agreed 
not to oppofe Severus, upon his proniifing them impunity, 
provided they delivered up to him thofe who had murdered 
Pertinax \ Julianus feeing himfelf thus deferted by his 
troops, fhut himfelf up in the palace with Genialis, one of 
the captains of the guards, and Repentinus his fon-in-law. 
The guards, in the mean time, having feized fuch of their 
comrades as had been concerned in the death of Pertinax, 
acquainted Mellila with the tranfa’ftion, who had been fub- 
ftituted cither to Falco or Erucius, the ordinary confuls of 
this year 193. Meflala immediately aflembled the fenate, 
when a decree palfed depriving Julianus of the empire, 
fentencing him to death, declaring Severus emperor, and 
appointing divine honours to Pertinax. This decree was 
carried to Severus by fome of the chief men in the fenate, 
who intreated him, in the name of the reft, to haften his 
march to Rome. At the fame time the fathers fent a band 
of foldicrs to the palace, with orders to put Julianus to 
death ; whom they found drowned in tears, and ready to 
refign the empire upon condition that they fpared his life. 
Some authors write, that, at the fight of the armed band, 
he oply faid, “ What crime have I committed? vvhofe 
life have I taken away f ?”• Others tell us, that he implored 
the mercy of Ctefar, giving that title to Severus. Be that 
as it may, his head was ftruck off by a common fohlier, 
and his body, according to Aurelius Viftor, expofed to 
public view r . Such was the end of Didius Julianus, after 
he had lived fixty *years, four months, and as many days, 
and reigned two months and fix days. Severus, upon his 
arrival at Rome, delivered his body to his wife and daughter, 
by whom it was buried in the tomb of his anceftors on the 
Via Lavicana, about five miles from Rome 2 . 

Severrus received the news of his competitor's death, 
when he was fome days journey from Rome. However, 
he purfued his march with his troops in order of battle, 
and encamped every night, as if he had been in an enemy’s 
country; precautions which filled the cjty with terror and 
diftraftion. The fenate deputed a hundred perfons of great 
diftinflion, out of their body, 11 1 congratulate him upon 
the death of his rival, and his acceflion to the empire. Se¬ 
verus received them in his armour, at the head of his troops, 
mdcaufed them to be fearched, as if he fufpefted their fi- 
lelity; but afterwards entertained them in a very familiar 
tnd friendly manner, prefented them with feven hundred 

* Herod, p, 510. r Dlo.p. SjS. 2 Dio, p. *68. Vit. 
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pieces of gold, and gave them liberty either to depart im¬ 
mediately, off ftay, and return with him to Rome. He ap¬ 
pointed Flavius Juvenalis captain of the guards, with Ve- 
turius Macrinus, whom he had named before to that em¬ 
ployment. At the fame time he difpatched an exp refs to 
Flautianus,' enjoining him to feize the children of Pefcen- 
nius Niger, and of all the officers who ferved under that 
general. He had the good fortune to intercept feveral let¬ 
ters and edi&s fent by Niger to the fenate and people of 
Rome, which he would not fuffer to be read *. When he 
approached the city, he caufed all thofe who were con¬ 
cerned in the death of Fertinax to be executed; and fent 
orders to the other foldiers of the guards to meet him with¬ 
out their arms, and in the attire which they wore when 
they attended the emperor in the great folemnities. His 
orders were obeyed, the guards imagining that they were 
to wait in that drefs the emperor’s entry. When they ar¬ 
rived in the camp, Severus commanded them to remain in 
a body, till he was at leifure to receive and harangue them ; 
and, in the mean time, gave private orders to his own 
troops to furround them at a diftance, and enclofe them on 
all Tides, while they were intent upon hearing his harangue. 

He then afcended the tribunal; and, expreffing great 
anger and refentment in his countenance, reproached them 
in moll bitter terms for murdering their prince, and fuch a 
prince as Fertinax; for felling by audtion, to the eternal 
ignominy of the Roman name, the empire ; and even for 
abandoning, like fo many cowards and traitors, Julianus, 
whom they had themfelves elefted. He told them, that he 
could inffift no punilhment upon them anfwerable to the 
enormity of their crimes; that, neverthelefs, he granted 
them their lives ; but commanded them inftantly to quit 
their horfes, and all their military badges, and retire with¬ 
out delay a hundred miles from Rome, folemnly declaring, 
that whoever among them {hould be found within that 
diftance of the city, ffiould be publicly executed. They 
were thundcrftruck with this order; but forced to comply 
with it, being furrounded on all GdCs by the armed troops 
of Severus, who obliged them to quit their horfes, and 
(tripped them even of their tunics. Thus ftripped and de¬ 
graded, they retired with that (hame and confufion which 
were juftly due to the heinoufnefs of their offences b . 

Severus entered Rome, attended by all his troops undei 
arms, and with the ftandards of the praetorian guards re- 


* Vit. Sever, p, 66, & Nigr. p. 75, Herodian. lib. iii. p- S l6- 
b Herodian. p. 510., Dio, p. 837. 
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verfed. He advanced to the gate on horfeback, and in bis 
military habit; but there took his gown, and nfade his en¬ 
try on foot, accompanied by the fenators in their robes, 
with crowns of laurel on their heads; which the people 
likewife wore, who, on this occafion, were all clad in 
white. The Itreets through which he palled were Itrewed 
with flowers, the houfes adorned, and covered with rich 
tapeftry, and the whole city perfumed with fweet odours. 

Severus, having vifited the Capitol, and the ufual temples, 
retired to the palace; but the foldiers, taking up their 
quarters in the temples, porticos, and other public build¬ 
ings, fpread themfclves all over the city, and committed 
great diforders, threatening to plunder the citizens houfes, 
if they were not plentifully fupplied with provifions. This 
violence alarmed the people, add infpired them with a great 
averfion to the new emperor c . Nest morning Severus ThtfiUurs 
went to the fenate, attended by all his troops under arms; mutinj . 
but he had fcarce begun to fpeak, when he was interrupted 
by dreadful cries of the foldiers without, demanding an 
immenfe fum of the fenate, which had been formerly given 
to the troops that had attended Augultus to Home, and 
was confcquently, Paid they, due to them alfo. The fe¬ 
nate, altogether unapprifed of the caufe of that uproar, was 
flruck with horror and diftnay. The emperor himfeif be¬ 
trayed fome apprehenfion : however, flarting up, he went 
out to them ; but could not appeafe the mutinous multi¬ 
tude, without proiniling part of what they demanded, that 
is, two hundred aryl fifty drachmas a mail, inftcad of two 
thoufand five hundred. Then, returning to the fenate, he Theempe- 
excufed himfeif for having aflumed the title of emperor rer'iffetck 
without their confent, pretending, that he had done it purely ’ 1 

to revenge, the death of Pcrtinax, and deliver them from 
the tyranny of Julianus. He promifed to govern with great 
moderation, and tread in the footfteps of M. Aurelius and 
Pertinax, adding a folemn oath, by which he bound him¬ 
feif to the obfervance of all the laws ; and particularly 
fwore, that no fenator Ihould, for any crime whatever, be 
put to death in his retgpi, who had not been firlt tried and 
condemned by the fenate: he alfo obliged the fenate topafs j 
3 decree, declaring fuch emperors’as a£ted otherwifiw thofe 
who obeyed them therein, and their children, public ene- 
niies. This conduct gave great fatisfa£tion to the genera¬ 
lity of the lenators ; but men of difeernment, and fuch as 
were better acquainted with his dark and referved temper, 
with his falfliood and dilfimulation, gave no credit to his 
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fair promifes; but, on the contrary, conGdered him as a 
fecond Tiberius d . 

However, they unanimoufly conferred upon him all the 
titles peculiar to the imperial dignity, veiled him with the 
tribunitial and proeonfular powers, and created him high 
The title of pontiff. Severus acquainted the fenate with his having be- 
"afar con- flowed on Albinus the title of Ctefar. He begged they 
tinned to WO uld confirm it to him, caufed feveral medals to be ftruck 

Albmtu. w j t j, name> and flames to be erefted in honour of that 

affociatc. He diftributed large fums among the foldiery and 
people, which are confirmed by feveral medals of this year'; 
but what chiefly gained him the hearts of the people, was 
his confecrating, and inrolling with extraordinary pomp 
and folemnity, the emperor JPertinax in the number of the 
gods. This apotheofis, perhaps the moll magnificent that 
had ever been feen in Rome, is deferibed at large by Dio 
The friends Caflius f . Before Severus left Rome, to march againfl Ni- 
tf Julianus | ie cau f e( j the fenate to proscribe all the friends and 

profenbed. a( j|- )erent5 0 f Julianus; executed without mercy fuch of 
them as were difeovered and feized ; and even attempted, 
from hatred to that prince, to abolifh the decrees of the 
celebrated civilian Salvius Julianus, his great-grandfather. 

In the next place, he chofe njw guards in the room of 
thofe whom he had cafhiered, andconfiderably increafed the 
number; a meafure which filled Rome with foldiers, and 
proved very chargeable to the fjate; for their pay much ex¬ 
ceeded that of the other troops. BeGdes, the natives only of 
certain countries, namely, of Spain, Macedon, Noricum, 
and, above all, of Italy, had been hitherto admitted to ferve 
in the guards; but Severus, without any regard to their coun¬ 
tries, chofe the moil refolute and brave men in his army; 
and appointed, that, for the future, they Ihould be always 
felefted from among the other troops, by which means the 
guards, who lately had ferved only for fhew, became the 
flower of the Roman forces ; and the hopes of a lefs toil- 
fome, and more honourable and advantageous warfare en¬ 
couraged the reft to difeharge their duty with more 

{ unftuality and exaftnefs; while, 6n the other hand, the 
talian youth, having nc^longer that refource, turned either 
robbers or gladiators; hence this regulation was not pleaf- 
ing, either to the Romans, or to the other inhabitants of 
Italy *- 

i Vit. Sever, p. 66 . Herodian. p. jiz. Dio. lib- lxxiv. p. 64 °. 
b Birag. p. »68. r L)i□, p. 840. 1 Herod, p. 51a. Dio, 
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the emperor, having fettled affairs in Rome, and fup. 
plied the city with great plenty of corn, proceeded in the 
beginning of July on his'marrfi into the Eaft againft Niger, 
whom he had never once mentioned during his flay at Rome. 
His troops mutinied the firft day at Saxa Rubra, about nine 
miles from Rome ; but the mutiny was foon quelled. He 
purfued his march with all pouible expedition, having 
difpatched an exprefs to the commander of the troops in 
Illyricum, enjoining him to hafteif into Thrace, and wait 
for him there. He ordered Heraclius to attempt the reco¬ 
very of Bithyriia, which province had declared for Niger; 
and wrote to Albinus in Britain, to hold himfelf ready to 
inarch upon the firft notice h . 

In the mean time Niger, hearing that Severus had been 
acltnowleged emperor by the fenate and people of Rome, 
and was already advancing by forced marches againft him, 
wrote to the governors of the provinces, inftrufting them 
to guard the narrow paffes, efpecially that of mount Taurus 
between Cappadocia and Cilicia. He raifed new forces in 
Antioch, and alt the other cities of Syria; and fent depu¬ 
ties to demand fuccours of the neighbouring princes. He 
went in perfon ro view the fortifications of Byzantium, in 
which city he placed a numerous garrifon, looking upon 
it as a place of the utmoft importance. From Byzantium 
he advanced to Perinthus, called afterwards Heraclea, 
where in a fkirmifh between his troops and thofe of Seve¬ 
rus, whofe party the city of Perinthus had embraced, a 
confirierable number of the latter were llain, and, among 
them, feveral perfons of great diftinftion. On this occa- 
Gon the fenate, to gain the favour of Severus, declared 
Niger a public enemy, and the fame fentence was denounc¬ 
ed againft iEmilianus, then proconful of Afia, a perfon of 
extraordinary talents, long experience, and generally efteem- 
ed the greateft ftatefman of his age ’. 

In the following year Severus and Albinus were both 
confute the fecond time, and Niger in all likelihood took 
upon him the fame dignity; for, on fome medals, he is 
ftyled conful k . We know nothing of frhat paffed in the 
war between Niger and Severus, tilj the arrival of the latter 
before the city of Byzantium, which he inverted t but, 
meeting with a vigorous refiftance from the numerous gaf- 
rifon, he left fome of his troops before the place, and or¬ 
dered the reft to crofs the fca, and march towards Cyzicus, 
«n the neighbourhood of which city they were oppofed by 

h Vit. Sever, p. 67. * Herod, lib. ii. p- ji». J« 3 - H'S 1 ’' Vltl 

p. 7S. Dio, in Excerpt. Val. p. 734. * Sirag- p. »“ 4 - 

V01. XIII. c c * 


3 8 ? 

Severus 
fill out 
againft 
Niger. 


Niger pre¬ 
pares Jor 
•war. 


He it de¬ 
clared a 
public ene¬ 
my. 



Yr. of FI. 
* 5 +*- 

A. D. 194. 
tj. C. 942. 

JEmilia- 
w, Ni- 
lir'tgene- 
rat, ae- 
fratcrt, and 
Jlain. 


Niger him- 
Jrif ever- 

tl.TMUKe 


The Roman Hiftoty . 

JEmilianut, at the head of a powerful army. A battle en- 
fued, in wftich much blood was (hed on both Gdes; but 
-£milianus was in the end defeated, and obliged to take 
(belter firft in Cyzicus, and afterwards in another city not 
named in hiftory, where he was taken, and put to death, 
by the generals of Severus; for the emperor himfelf was 
not prelent at the battle of Cyzicus *. 

Another battle was fought between Nicsea and Cius, two 
cities of Bithynia, which,proved much more bloody than the 
former, Niger commanding his own troops in perfon, and 
Candtdus, an officer of great experience, heading thofe of 
Severus. Both armies fought with a fury hardly to be 
equalled, as appears from Dio Caffius’s account of the 
engagement; but Niger, in fpite of his utmoft efforts, 
was at laft obliged to Cave 'himfelf by flight beyond the 
(freights of mount Taurus ; which he caufed to be fortified 
and ftrongly guarded. After this vifiory, Severus offered 
to let Niger live in fafely, provided he would lay down his 
arms, and difband his troops; terms which Niger feemed 
inclined to accept, but was diverted from it by Aurelianus, 
whofe daughters weie betrothed to his fons. He therefore 
retired to Antioch, in order to raife troops and money. In 
the mean time the cities of Laodicea and Tyre declaring 
for Severus, Niger detached agSinft them a body of Moors, 
who pillaged the cities, put moft of the inhabitants to the 
fword, and fet fire to their houfes, which were in great 
part confumed. In the mean time Severus’s army, ad¬ 
vancing to the foot of mount Tauruj, was flopped and 
quite difheartened, at the fight of the ftrong works and 
the great number of troops that defended them ; infomuch 
that, defpairing of being able to open themfelves a paffage, 
they had fome thoughts of returning: but an incredible 
quantity of rain, mixed with fnow, falling in the night, 
the fortifications were entirely demolifhed next day by an 
impetuous torrent from the mountain. Niger's men being 
now peifuaded that the ends favoured the enemy, fled 
with precipitation, and left Severus’s troops to enter Cili¬ 
cia, without farther oppofition. Niger had already raffed 
another army, confifluig chiefly of the Antiochian youth, 
who yvere very zealous and (anguine in his caufe, but utter 
{{rangers to military discipline. However, he placed them 
fo advantageoufly, that, when they were attacked by the 
regular and weli-difciplined troop* of Severus, under the 
command of Valerianus and Anulinus, they not only repair¬ 
ed them, but would have gained a complete viftory, had it 


1 Vit. Sev. p. £7. 
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not been fnatched out of their hands by a dreadful ftorm of 
thunder and lightning; which, difcharcing ftrdf in their 
faces, prevented them from purfuing the advantage they 
had gained, and difheartened them to fuch a degree, that, 
no longer doubting that the gods were averfe to their caufc, 
they began to defpair of fuccefs, and retire. 

Mean-while, Severus’s troops, refuming their courage, 
renewed the charge, and gained a complete vi£tory. This 
battle, by far the molt bloody of the three, was fought on 
the very fpot where Alexander the Great firlt vanquilhed 
Darius; that is, near the city of IiTus, at a place called 
Pylas Cilicix, or the Gates of Cilicia, a narrow plain on the 
confines of Syria and Cilicia, inclofed on one fide by the 
fea, and on the other by ftee^ mountains, on which Niger’s 
forces were polled. Niger is faid to have loll in this battle 
twenty thoufand men. Of the lofs on the fide of Several, 
no mention is made in hiltory. Niger, after this defeat, 
retired to Antioch ; but, not thinking himfelf fafe in this 
city, continued his flight towards the Euphrates, with a 
deflgn, as was fuppoferl, of taking fhelter among the Par- 
thians: but thofe who purfued him, overtaking him at a 
fmall diftance from Antioch, cut off his head, and carried 
it on the point of a fpear to Scverus, who caufed it to be 
firft (hewn to the inhabitlnts of Byzantium, and then fent 
to Rome m . * 

Severus was not prefent at any of thefe battles; but, 
wherever he was (for, as to that particular, we are left by 
hiltorians quite ii* the dark), he foon made all thofe who 
had joined his competitor feel the effefts of his refentment. 
He put fuch of the fenators to death as had ferved under 
Niger in quality of generals' or tribunes. He fpared the 
lives of the other fenators, but banilhed them to the iflands, 
ind feized their eftates. He caufed an infinite number of 
other perfons of an inferior rank to be publicly executed, 
without confidering whether they had engaged in the war 
by choice or conftraint. Many who had never feen Niger 
were involved in this general maffacre of his friends and 
partifans (T). He puniflied with excrfiplary feverity fuch 

Cities 

* Herod. lib. iii. p. s' 9 » 5 *°- Dio,lib. IXxiv. p. * 4 - 3 . *J'* 

(T) Hefodianwrites,thatSe- embraced; and, after gaining 
verus perfuaded Niger’s geoc- the vidtory by their treachery, 
fals, by means of their children, murdered both them and their 
whom he had with him, to be- children, (i). He firft bamflied 
tray the caufc which they had the wife and children oi Niger, 

(.) Herod, lib. iii.p-jw. 
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cities as had afliited Niger, efpecially Antioch, which he 
deprived of She privileges and title of a city, fubjefting it 
as a mere village to Laodicea. However, next year, at the 
intreatieB of his eldeft fon, then an infant, he retaliated 
Antioch in its former rights and privileges". He obliged 
fuch towns as had affifted Niger with money, though not 
by choice but conftraint, to pay four times as much to 
him ; an exaftion which drew upon him the public hatred". 

The next confuls were Scapula Tcrtullus and Tineius 
Clemens; during whofe adminiftration Severus, palling 
the Euphrates, reduced the inhabitants of Ofrhoene and 
Adiabene ; who, taking advantage of the late difturbanccs, 
had murdered the Roman foldiers left among them, and 
fhaken oft' the yoke?. He o likewife entered Arabia; for 
:the Arabians alfo had either revolted, or joined Niger, but 
were obliged to fubmit to Severus. He likewife made war 
upon the Farthians; but did not bring them under fub- 
jeftion, as Spartian pretends i. For thefe wars the fenate 
decreed him the titles of Arabicus, Parthicus, and Adia- 
benicus, which, with that of imperator the fifth time, are 
given him in the inferiptions of this year 195, the third of 
his reign. He refufed the triumph which was alfo decreed 
him, that he might not appear to have triumphed for vic¬ 
tories gained in a civil war. The title of Parthicus he like- 

« Hertxlian. lib iti, p. 513. Vit. Caracal, p. 85. » Die in Ex¬ 
cerpt. Val. p. 737, 1> Dio, lib. lxiv. p. 848. 9 Spart. in Vit. 

Sever, p. 67. 

and afterwards caufed them, and Thebes, with an epigram on 
all his family, to be murdered, the bafis tothispurpofe; “ Here 
and their ellates to be confif- {lands the great Niger, the ter- 
cated. Spartian names fix il- ror of Egypt, the ally of 
Iuftrious perfons of the Pefcen- Thebes, who had propofed a 
nian family, who were put to golden age to all. Kings, na- 
death by his nrders ( 0 - How- tions, Rome itfelf, loved him. 
ever, he would not fuffera pom- He was dear to'both the An- 
pous infeription on the bafis of toninufes, and lo the whole em- 
aftatue of Niger at Rome to be pirc. As his name was Niger 
erafed, faying, “ Lei the world- (that Is Had), we have caufed 
know what an enemy I have a ftatue to be erefted to him in 
conquered (3).” The houVe of . black marble, that it might an- 
Niger was (till (landing in t)io- fwer his name.” This flatus 
ctenan's time, as Spartian in- was, as Spartian informs us, a 
forma us; and, in one of the prefent from thekingofThebes 
rooms, his ftatue done to the to Statius Pofthumius (4). 
life in the black marble of 

(1) Sev. Vit. p. 69. (3) Nig. Vit. p. 79. (4) Idem Ibid, 

p. 76—79. Herod, lib, iiL p. 511, Sev. Vit. p. 69. 
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-wife rejected, left his affuming it fhould provoke the Par- 
thians. The Scythians defigned to make waf upon him 
and had already began their march ; but were deterred 
from putting their defigns in execution by a dreadful ftorm 
in which three of their chiefs were itruck dead with 
lightning '■ 

In the beginning of the following year, when Cn. Do- rhe city 
mitius Dexter, governor of Rome, was conful the fecond ByxJtmm 
time, with L. Valerius Meflala Thrafea Prifcus, the city of »■*«. 
Byzantium furrenriered, after a three years fiege(U). 

This city Niger had feized at the firft breaking out of the 
war. He placed a numerous garrifon in it, and fupplied 
the inhabitants with great ftore of warlike machines, mod 
of them invented and conftrufted by Perifcus, a native of 
Nicaea, the greateft engineer of his age. Severus befieged 
this place when he firft ariived in Thrace, left a confider- 
able body of troops to carry it on, and, after the defeat 
and death of Niger, profecuted it with the greateft part of 
his army by land, and by fea with all the (hips he could 
affemble from the different ports of Afia. The Byzantines 
defended themfelves, before the death of Niger, and even 
after his head had been exhibited to them, with fuch refo- 
lution and intrepidity, as can hardly be expreffed. They 
baffled all the attempts of*the affailants, killed great num¬ 
bers of them, crufhed fuch as approached the walls with 
huge (tones, and, when the ftones began to fail them, with 
the ftatues of their gods add heroes; but, atlaft, they were 
conftrained by famine, after having been reduced to the 
fatal neceflity of devouring one another, to fubmit, and 
open their gates to the conqueror, who put all the n)a- 

f iftrates and foldiers to the fword, but fpared the engineer 
'erifeus. The city, with its (lately theatres, baths, and a» 4 Jt- 
public buildings, was laid in allies; the inhabitants were Jlryid. 
llripped of all their effe£ls, and publicly fold for (laves, and 
the walls levelled with the ground; thofe walls, fays Dio 
Caflius, which were the ftrongeft rampart, of the Roman 
empire againft the incuriions of the Barbarians*. After 
■ ■ 

* Dio. lib. lxxiv. p. 849. ■ Herod, lib. iii- p. 5*3. 0 

• 

(U) It was at this time by great number of towca, (even 
far the greateft and the moft of which were built with fuch 
populous and wealthy city of arc, that the lead noife heard in 
Thrace, fortified with walls of one of them was immediately 
an extraordinary height and conveyed to all the reft (j). 
breadth, and defended by a 

(j) Dio, lib. lxxiv. p. H47. 
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the furrender of Bysantium, Severus font hie army, divided 
into three bbdies, under the command of Lwtus, Anulinus, 
and Probus, to reduce part of Mefopotamia j and the coun¬ 
try they conquered was made by Severus a new province, 
Nifibis being declared the capital. The government of this 
province was, like that of Egypt, given only to Roman 
knights 

After thefe fucceflts, Severus began to think of deftroy- 
Ing Albinus, whom he bad lulled afleep with the title of 
Cseihr, while he was employed againft Julianus Niger. Al- 
binus being as much beloved by the fenate as Severus was 
hated on account of his cruelty, many perfons of great dif- 
tinftion folicited him to come to Rome, and aflume the 
title of emperor. Severus was informed of thefe practices; 
however, not judging it prudent to declare himfelf an open 
enemy to a perfon of fuch intereft, hart recourse to trea¬ 
chery. He wrote a pompous letter to the fenate in his 
commendation, and another to Albinus himfelf, filled with 
the molt tender expreffions of friendship, calling him his 
leareft and entirely beloved friend, his brother, his partner 
In the fovereign power j .but thofc who brought him this 
letter, had fecret orders to draw him afide, under colour 
bf communicating in private fome affairs of the utmoft im¬ 
portance, and difpatch him with their daggers. They 
Wwre likewife provided with poifon, in cafe the other me¬ 
thod fliould not be judged practicable. After Albinus had 
toad the letter, the aiTtfljhs, purfuant to their dire (Elions, 
Informed him, they had fomething to communicate which 
required the nttnofl fecrecy. Albinus defired them to at¬ 
tend him into a gallery; but, obferving that they took 
more than ordinary care to prevent others from entering 
With thecn, bO fulpedled feme treachery, and caufed them 
10 be feiaed, and put to the torture, when the violence of 
the torments extorted from them a full confeffion of the er¬ 


rand On which they were come. 

A'binui Ha hotifequence of this difeovery, Albinus, having af- 
caufis him- fsmbled a powerful army, caufed himfelf to be proclaimed 
J (, f l ° , ht emperor in Britain, knd thence paffetfrover into Gaul, where 
^ r ’t‘"or “' wwnjointrd by many perfons of great diftinftion. Seve- 

tmperor. yp^, the firft intelligence of his revolt, leaving the 

Eaft, haftened through Thrace and Illyricum into Gaul. 
Some writers relate, that, befofc he fet out on his march, 
he caufed a young virgin to be facrificed, hoping to learn 
from the Rate of her entrails what fuccefs would attend 
him in this war “. At Viminacium, a city in Upper Mee¬ 


ts 


t J3io, lib. Ixxiv. p. E47— Sjq. 
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Trt on the Danube, he gave the title of Csefar to Baffianus 
his eldeft fon, and on that occafion diftributefl large fums 
among the foldiers. At the fame time he obliged his fon 
to quit the name of BaHian^s, and ftyle himfelf thence¬ 
forth M- Aurelius Antoninus, for whom Scverus ever had 
a great efteem and veneration ». Before he reached Gaul, 
fevera! fkirmifhes happened between the troops that had de¬ 
clared for him in that country, and thofe of Albinas, in 
One of which, called by Herodiax a battle, the generals of 
Sevcrus were totally defeated, and their troops difperfed \ 

This check greatly alarmed him, and obliged him to quicken 
his march, after he had detached part of his troops to fe- 
cure the narrow pafles of the Alps, and prevent his compe¬ 
titor from entering Italy. In the mean time the fenate de- t, declared 
dared Albinus a public enemy; after which declaration, “ fuUie 
Numerianus, who kept a grammar-fchool at Rome, flying e ” eK y- 
into Gaul, pafled himfelf upon the inhabitants for a fenator 
fent by Severus to raife troops. Having by this artifice got 
together a confiderable body, he attacked and defeated a 
detachment of Albinus’shorfe, and gained fome other petty 
advantages ; which Severus no foonerknew, than he wrote 
to him as a fenator, believing him to be one of that body, 
commended his zeal, and commiffioned him to levy forces. 

Having, therefore, raifefi a fmall army, he continually har- 
rafled Albinus, took many prifoners, and intercepted a great 
fum of money, which he lent to Severus. When Albinus 
was defeated, Numerianus waited upon Severus, and in¬ 
formed him whoahe was ; but defpifing the great riches and 
honours which the emperor offered him, he accepted only 
a fmall penfion, and, retiring into the country, fpent the 
reft of his life in quiet and folitude. 

In the beginning of the following year, when Lateranus Severm 
and Rufinus were confuls, Severus, having palled the Alps ■«rrA« 
in the midft of winter, approached Lyons, where Albinus 
then redded, with a defign to enter Italy early in the fpring. 

He was not a little alarmed at the fiidden and unexpefted 
arrival of Severus ; however, having with incredible expe¬ 
dition colle&ed his troops quartered in that neighbourhood, 
he fell upon Lupus, one of Severus* s generals, and defeated* 
him with terrible' Daughter *. Severus then adwnced in neiwe 
perfon againft his rival; and, Albinus not declining the armies e»* 
challenge, both armies, to the number of one hundred and &»&• ” ,ar 
fifty thoufand men, were drawn up, on the nineteenth of b‘ ts - 
February, in the neighbourhood of Lyons, probably in the 

* Vit, Sever, p. 61 . * Herodlan. lib, ili. p. j»4» Sev. Vit, 

p. 65 . )r Dio, lib. Ixxv, p. Sji, 8 ji. 

C c 4 • fpacious 



m 


Si Virus in 
g'eat dan- 
Sf- 


Albinas en¬ 
tirely dt- 
jeated , and 
killed. I 


The cruelty 
{/ Sri friu. 


The Roman Hiftory, 

fpacious plain between that city and Trevoux. As the fate 
of the two eommanders depended upon this battle, and no 
lefs a reward was propofed for the conqueror than the Ro. 
nian empire ; as the Britifh legions were neither inferior 
in courage nor experience to thofe of Illyricum ; and both 
armies expefted to (hare the fortune, whatever it ftiould be, 
of their generals ; the engagement was one of the molt ob- 
llinate and bloody recorded in hiftory. After they had 
fought many hours witt^ inexprefiible fury, without any 
considerable advantage on either fide, Albinus’s left wing 
was entirely defeated, and obliged to take flicker in their 
camp, which the enemy entered in that confufion, and 
plundered ; but on the other hand, his right wing, having 
drawn Severus’s men into ditches, which they had co¬ 
vered with earth, gained fo rfreat an advantage over them, 
that the emperor himfelf, who flew to their afliftance at 
the head of.the praetorian guards, was put into the utmoft 
confufion, and obliged, if we believe Herodian, to fave 
himfelf by flight, after having quitted all the enfigns of the 
imperial dignity *. Spartian writes, that he was wounded, 
and believed dead by the army, who were inclined to create 
another emperor in his room b ; and Dio Caffius affirms, 
that his horfe was killed under him, and himfelf in im¬ 
minent danger of lofing his life c . r The fame author adds, 
that, feeing his men fly, he threw himfelf fword in hand 
upon the fugitives, and forced them to return to the charge. 
Thus rallied, they fought with filch fury, that the enemy, 
not able to withftand them, began to giye ground j a cir- 
cumftance which Laetus perceiving, fell upon them with the 
whole body of horfe under his command, and completed 
their overthrow. Lxtus had declined engaging as long as 
the viffory continued doubtful, with a defign, as was fup- 
pbfed, of claiming the empire, after the two parties had 
deftroyed each other} and hence it was, that Severus, as 
Herodian informs us, inftead pf rewarding him, as he did 
his other generals, put him foon after to death. 

Albinus’s army, no longer able to keep the field, fled to 
Lyons, whither they were purfued by fibe conquerors; who, 
entering the city with the fugitives, firft plundered, and 
then laid it ip aflics d . Albinus, who had concealed him* 
felf in a nDufe on the Rhone, finding no means of making 
his efcape, deftroyed himfelfSeverus beheld with favagp 
pleafure the dead body of his competitor; rode over it fe- 
veral times, caufing his horfe to tread it undet-foot; left it 

* Herodian lib. iii. p, 5,4. d Vit. Sev. p. fij. « Dio, 

p. 8j*. i Herodian. lib. iii. p, 5^4. c Dio ; p. 853. 
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lying in its gore before his tent, till it was half putrefied, 
and torn in pieces by the dogs; and then ordered the wretch¬ 
ed remains to be thrown into the Rhone. The head he 
caufed to be cut off, and fent to Rome, ordering it to be 
ere£tcd on a pole in the forum. He pardoned at firfl his 
wife and children ; but foon after caufed them to be inhu¬ 
manly maffacred, and their bodies thrown into the river. 
The whole family of Albinus, all his friends, and moft dis¬ 
tant relations, without diftin£lion*of fex or age, were by 
Severus’s orders barbaroufly flaughtercd, and their eflatcs 
confifeated. Mod of the great men of Gaul and Spain, 
who had {hewn any attachment to Albinus, underwent the 
fame fate. By means of thefe murders and confifcations, 
Severus amaffed an immenfe treafure, enriched his foldiers, 
and, at his death, left incredible wealth to his children f . 

After this victory, all the cities that had declared for Al¬ 
binus, were foon reduced, and the inhabitants punifhed, 
fome with death, fome with the confifcation of their eftates; 
fo that Severus, feeing all quiet in Gaul, and likewife in 
Britain, which he divided into two provinces, fet out for 
Rome, at the head of his viftorious army. His approach 
filled the city with terror and difmay, thofe who had fa¬ 
voured Albinus expecting no better treatment than the 
friends of that unfurtunarb commander had met with in 
Gaul. However, as he approached, the fenate went out 
to meet him, and received him with all poffible demonftra- 
tions of joy, attended him ft> the Capitol, and thence to the 
palace, where he ordered large fums to be diftributed among 
the people and foldiery. Next day he proceeded to the fenate, 
and there read a fpeech filled with bitter inveftives againft 
the partifans of Albinus ; produced the letters that had been 
written to him ; commended the cruelties of Sylla, of Ma¬ 
rius, and of Augufitus, as necefiary precautions j aferibed 
the ruin of Pompey, and the death of Ca:far, to their un- 
feafonable clemency; and, mentioning Commodus, ftyled 
him a god, and bellowed the higheft encomiums upon him; 
adding, that none but infamous and abandoned wretches 
Could cenfure or blame the condudl of fuch an excellent 
prince *. 

Having ended his fpeech, he returned to the palanr, and His 
filled the city with mafTacres and bloodlhed. In a few days 
forty-two fenators, molt of whom had been confuls orpr<e- ““ 
tors, were facrificed to his fury and revenge, together with 
?n incredible number of perfons of an inferior rank. He- 

f Vit. Sever, p. 68. I Dio, lib,lxxv. p. s»fi. Vir. Alb. p. 

I°i If Sever, p, 68. 
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ittdism tells ut, that he cut off all thofe who, 6n account of 
their birth &r riches, bore any weight in the fenate, or the 
provinces. Many were condemned and executed upon bare 
fufpition, and many for no other crime but that of being 
poffeffed of great wealth under a covetous and inhuman ty¬ 
rant *. While the city was yet floating in blood, out of 
hatred to the fenators he forced them to rank Commodus 
with the ufual ceremonies among the gods, to appoint prielts, 
and inftiiute an annual feftival to his honour. He con¬ 
demned Narcifliis, the famous wreftler, who had ftrangled 
Commodus, to be devoured by wild beads; and fpared none 
Gmj into who were fufpefted of having been privy to his death. Af- 
the Eafi is ter Severus had fpent fome months at Rome, and cut off 
»°t only the partifans of AJbinus, but likewife all fuch as 
’plrthiaaj. gave him the leaft umbrage, he took leave of the fenate, 
and, with his two fons Caracalla and Geta, departed for 
the Eaft, with a defign to make war upon the Parthians, 
who, under the conduit of their king Vologefes, had fub- 
dued great part of Mefopotamia. He embarked with his 
army at Brundufium, and, arriving in Syria, marched im¬ 
mediately to Niiibis in Mefopotamia, whence the Parthians 
retired upon the firft news of his approach. 

In the following year, Tib. S^furninus and C. Gallus be¬ 
ing confuls, Severus> having made vaft preparations for the 
war againft the Parthians, began his march about the end 
of the fummer, judging autumn the molt proper feafon for 
that expedition. He followed tne courfe of the Euphrates, 
the greater part of his army being conveyed in.boats, and 
the reft marching on the banks of the river. In order to 
pafsfrom the Euphrates into the Tigris, he caufed the canal 
Yr. of FI. Naarmalcha to be cleanfed ; and by that conveyance arrived 
*5*6. in a fihort time at Seleucia and Babylon, both which places 
A. D. jgS. |,c found abandoned by the enemy, and took without op- 
c ~ 9 * 6 ' pofition. Thence he advanced to Ctriiphon, the metropo- 
Hi lakn ™ of the Parthian dominions ; which he inverted, and re- 
Seltunia, duced after a laborious fiege, during which his foldiers, for 
Babylon, want of provifions,* were obliged to feed upon fuch roots as 
and CiiJS- ,h e y found in the ‘fields ; a Scarcity which occafioned va- 
fhtn. ( r j ous diftempers in the }rmy : however, the place was in 
the erid forced to furrender ; but the king, who had fliut 
himfelf up in it, found means to make his efcape, attended 
. by a final! body of horfe ; a circumftance which was a great 
difappointment to Severus. The emperor gave up the city 
to be plundered by the foldiers, who put all the men to the 
fword i but fpared the women and children, whom,’ to the 

k Dio, p. Herodian. p. 517. 
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number of one hundred thoufand, they fold for Haves. Af¬ 
ter the reduction of Ctefiphon, Severus gave the fenate a 
pompous account of his exploits, which he caufed to be re- 
prefented in painting, and expofed to public view. The 
fenate decreed him a triumph, and honoured him with the 
title of Parthicus Maximus; whieh is to be feen on fevcral 
medals of the next and following years 1 (W). While Se- 
verus was thus employed in the Eaft, fome difturbances 
arofe in Britain, where the Caledonians, taking up arms, 
invaded the Roman dominions, committing every where 
dreadful ravages. Lupus, whom Severus had appointed 
governor of Britain, not finding himfelf in a condition to 
make head againft that warlike nation, was forced to pur- 
chafe a peace, and, with large fums, redeem the Roman 
territories from their daily incurfions k . 

In the following year, when P. Cornelius Aullinus, and 
M. Aufidius Fronto were confuls, Severus, on his return 
from Syria, attacked the city of Atra, Barfcmus, king of 
that place, having formerly fent confidcrable fuccours to 
Niger; but was obliged to abandon the enterprizc, after 
having loft a great number of men, and molt of his war¬ 
like engines *. About this time Severus caufcd two officers 
of great diftinflion to Ijp put to death; namely, Julius 
Crifpus, tribune of the praetorian guards, and Lsetus, one 
of his moft experienced generals; the former for faying, 
that Severus expofed his y-oops wantonly to dangefs, and 
obliged them to undergo great hardfhips, only to fatisfy his 
private ambition and vanity. Lxtus’s crime was, accord¬ 
ing to Herodian, his having a fled with treachery in the 
battle of Lyons, as we have related above. After he had 
allowed fome refpite to his harafled troops, and amafied an 

* Herodian. lib. lii. p. 528. Dio, p. 854. Am ' ian. lib. xxiv. p. 
178. Onuph. in Fait. Golitz. p. Sj. k Dio, p. 851, 866. 

1 Idem, p. 844. 

(W) Spartian tells ua, that keep Ctefiphon, orpurfueVo- 
thc army, in the tranfports of logefes, fet out on his return 
their joy for the reduction of into Syryi about the beginning 
Ctefiphon, proclaimed* Cara- ol winter, loaded with booty. 
cal la, the emperor’s eldeft fnn, H* is fuppofed to have con- 
his partner in the fuvereign eluded a treaty with %he Par- 
power, and at the fame time thians; for we read of no wars 
gave the title of C*far to his between them and the Romans 
fecund fon Geta; which ho- rill eighteen years after, and 
bows were afterwards confirmed Vologefes reigned peaceably to 
by the fenate. Severus, not his death, which happened after 
thinking it advifcable either to that of Severus (1). 

(1) Dio, Eb. lnxv. p. Bj*. 
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immenfe quantity of proviiions and warlike engines, he re¬ 
turned to iifveft the city of Atra ; but all his efforts again ft 
that place proving unfuccefsful, he was forced to raife the 
liege again, having loft, during the eighteen days it laftcd, 
moft of his machines, and an incredible number of men n . 
Severus fpent moft part of the following year, when Tib. 
Claudius Severus was conful the fecond time, with C. Au- 
fidius Vi&orinus, in fearching after fuch of Niger’s parti- 
fans as had not yet been difcovered. Many perfons of dif- 
tinftion, who believed themfelvea fafe, were on this occa- 
fion feized, and condemned without mercy, thofe efpecially 
as gave the tyrant any umbrage on account of their birth 
or riches ". 

Yr. of FI. Next year, when L. Annius Fabianus and M. Nonius 
A *n + ioi ^ uc ' anus were confuls, SeveVus gave the manly robe to his 
U. C. 945' f°n, though he was then but fourteen years old, and 

_| named him conful with himfelf for the following year. 

Srutrut They both entered upon their confulihip in Syria ; and on 
vifiti Ara- that occafion the emperor beftowed a largefs on the foldiers. 
bia, Palftf- Severus went, during his confulihip, into Arabia, and from 
syt > thence into Palxftine, where he remitted the taxes with 
which he had loaded the inhabitants for their fteady adhe¬ 
rence to Niger. While he was in Palseftine, he publifhed 
an edift, forbidding, under the fbvereft penalties, the fub- 
je£U of the empire to embrace either the Jewifh or Chrif- 
tian religion ; a decree which gave rife to the fifth general 
perfecution °. From Palseftine ht paffed into Egypt, where 
he vifited the tomb of Pompey the Great; and then purr 
fucd his route to Alexandria, to which city he granted a 
public council or fenate ; a mark of diflin&ion which they 
had often folicited in vain of other emperors. During his 
refidence in Egypt, he vifited all the cities, and viewed, 
with great attention, the curiofities of that ancient king¬ 
dom, efpecially the pyramids, the labyrinth, the ftatue of 
Memnon, &c. (X) 

The next confuls were Septimius Geta, the emperor’s 
brother, and Fulvius Plautianus, his great favourite. Some 
• , 

m Dio, Kb. Ixxv. p. 555. “ Vit. Sev. p. 6 g> 70. * Euftb. 

lib. vi. cap. 1. * 

(X) He examined with great which he ordered to be Ihut up, 
care the books he found in the that no one might, for the fu- 
temples, and caufed thpfe which ture, either fee the body of 
contained any fecret knowlege, that prince, or perufe thofe 
to be conveyed into the fepul- books (i), 
chre of Alexander the Great, 

(1) Dio, in Excerpt, V»h p,- 737. Vjt. Sev. p. 70. 
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writers call Plautianus the emperor’s kinfman j others fay, 
that he was only his countryman, being a native?of Africa, his thief 
Ce that as it may, all agree, that he was of a very mean fawerite, 
defcent; and fome add, that in his youth he had been ba- 
niftied for exciting and heading the populace in a fedition. 
However, the emperor favoured him above all the great 
men in Rome, and not in convention only, but in public. 

In his fpeeches to the fenate and people, he extolled him 
more than Tiberius had ever praif«i his favourite Sejanus. 

He created him captain of the pratorian guards, and fttared His great 
with him the power and wealth of the empire ; for Plau- /*wrr. 
tianus was faid to be poflelfed of as great riches as Severus 
himfelf, and thought to be no lefs powerful; at leaft more 
deference was paid to his power than to that of the em¬ 
peror. The fenators and foldiers fwore by the Fortune of 
Plautianus ; public vows and facrifices were offered for his 
fafety, as if he had been aftually emperor ; and Rome was 
filled with his ftatues, moftly erefted by the authority of 
the fenate. His table was better fervedthan the emperor's, 
and his equipage far more magnificent. As there was no 
accefs to honours but through his favour, his houfe was 
conftantly crowded with fenators, knights, and great part 
of the people, all foliciting for admiflion to Plautianus, 
who was more difficult of*accefs than the emperor. Geta, 
the brother of Severus, and the emprefs Julia, flood no lefs 
in awe of him than the reft, well knowing, that his autho¬ 
rity was of far greater weight than their’s. This exorbi¬ 
tant power was moft notoriouily abufed by the favourite 
minifter, who condemned, banifhed, and even put to death, 
many illuftrious perfons, whom he hated or fufpefted, 
without confulting the emperor, and without his knowlege; 
for though whatever the emperor faid or did was immedi¬ 
ately carried to Plautianus, yet Severus was quite unac¬ 
quainted with the crimes and arbitrary proceedings of his 
minifter j and hence efteeming him as a man without re- 
'proach, he continued to heap upon him all forts of honours. 

He had already diftinguifhed him with the confular orOa- Severus 
ments, and created him fenator, without removing him marries 
from the command of the pnetorian guards j and this year 
he not only appointed him confuf, but to the great frrprize WTdaugh ■ 
of Rome, and the whole empire, declared his intention of ter of 
marrying his eldeft fon Caracalla to Fulvia Plautilla, the Plaetiansss. 
daughter of Plautianus; a match that took place accord¬ 
ingly this year, foon after his return to Rome; for hav¬ 
ing fpttled the affairs in the Eaft p , he arrived unexpeft- 

p Herod, lib. iii. p. 5*?- 

edly 
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cdljr at Rome about ths latter end of May, and, according 
to Herodian, entered the city in triumph. ’ 

The emperor, upon his return, diftributed immenfe fums 
among the foldiers and people, ten pieces of gold a man 
more than any other private prince had ever been known to 

S ive ; and added to this extraordinary bounty magnificent 
tews, which lafted feven days ’. When the (hews were 
over, the nuptials of Caracalla and Plautilla were celebrat¬ 
ed with the utmoft poipp and magnificence (T). About 
this time Severus gave the manly robe to his fecond fon 
Ceta, who had entered the fourteenth year of his age r . 

L. Fabius Septimius Cilo being conful the fecond time, 
with L. Libo, the emperor, notwithftanding his great kind- 
nefs for Plautianus, being offended at the great numher of 
ftatues erected to his minifies' in all the public places of the 
city, caufed fome of them to be taken down. In confe- 
quence of this order, a report being fpread, that he wag 
difgraced, feveral governors of provinces, beholding him 
already as a public enemy, caufed his ftatues to be pulled 
down in their governments; but paid dear for their over- 
hafty zeal, fome of them being deprived of their employ¬ 
ments, others tried by the fenate, and exiled. Among the 
latter was Racius Conftans, governor of Sardinia, who was 
tried by the emperor in perfou; in coiijunftion with Dio 
Cailius, and feveral other fenators. Severus, on this occa- 
fion, folemnly declared, that he would never fuffer the leaft 
affront or injury to be offered with impunity to Plautianus; 
but nevertheless, before a year was ov^r, he changed his 
fentiments, and fuffered him to be executed in his prefence. 
His ruin was chiefly owing to Caracalla, who, not able to 
endure the haughty and imperious temper of his wife Plau- 
tilla, hated both her and his father-in-law Plautianus, 
openly declaring, that if ever he obtained the fovereign 
power, they fhould both feel the effects of his refentment. 
Plautianus refolved to anticipate his intentions, not doubt¬ 
ing but upon his death he fhould be able to feize the em¬ 
pire for himfelf, as Severus was now advanced in years, 
and troubled with the gout. In the mean time Geta, the 

s pio, lib. lxxvi. p, S59* Me. > Vlt. Sev. p, 69. . 

(Y) Dio CafTius writes, that of good fimilies to attend her, 
what Plautiaaus gave his daugh- whom he had for that purpofe 
ter on this occafion, would have privately caufed to be made eu- 
been a faflficlent dower for nuchB, though fome of them 
fifty queens; and adds, that he were married, and even had 
appointed an hundred perfons children. 


emperor’a 
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emperors brother, being taken ill, and finding there was 
np hope of his recovery, defired to fee Severn* before he 
died, and acquainted him with the haughty, imperious, and 
tyrannical conduit of his favourite mmifter. Henceforth 
the emperor began to regard him with a jealous eye, and 
to leuen, by degrees, his exorbitant power. Plautianus per** 
ceiving his drift, refolved to exert the authority he ftillVn- 
ioyed, and fecure, by the murder both of the emperor and 
his fon, the fnvereignty to himfelf; at leaft Saturninus, one 
gf the tribunes of the prxtorian guards, declared to Sere- 
rus, that Plautianus had charged him to aflaffinate them 
both, and produced h.'s orders in writing. Herodian ■ and 
Ammianus Marcellinus * feem not to queftiqn the truth of 
his depoiition : but Dio Cailius confiders the whole as a 
contrivance of Caracalla to ddtroy Plautianus. 

They all agree, however, that Plautianus coming to 
the palace, and entering the emperor’s room, where Ca¬ 
racalla then was, in order to clear himfelf from the crime 
laid to his charge, the young prince ruflied upon him with 
great fury, feized his fword, which he wore as captain of Ht is mur - 
the guards, and ordered thofe who were prefent to difpatch deredby 
him, being prevented by the emperor, who began to relent, hu 
from killing him with his own hand. His body was 
thrown into the ftreet; d>ut foon after, by the emperor's 
order, interred ". Severus immediately aflcmbled the fe- 
nate; but without uttering any inveflives againft Plau¬ 
tianus, only lamented th« unhappy lot of mankind, fince 
fome loved to excefs, and Others abufed the love that was 
fliewn them, * 

The next confuls were the emperor’s two fons, Caracalla 
the fecond time, and Geta the firft. During their admi- 
niftration, Severus continued either at borne, or in the 
neighbourhood, and applied himfelf wholly to the admini- 
ltration of juftice, which he performed with great impar¬ 
tiality, following the advice of the celebrated civilian Pa- Papiniamu 
pinianus, whom he appointed captain of the guards} for at madtt ‘P- 
thu time the chief employment of that officer was to de- [“hejLrJi. 
cide law-fuits with tjie emperor, or jn his name. Papi- S 
nianus, in the difeharge of this important office, engaged as, 
bis councilors Paulus and Ulpfanus. two men eminently 
accomplifhed in the knowlege of the laws. As the empire Severn 
now enjoyed a profound peace, Severus reformed many 
abufes j but is condemned by moft of the aitfients, on ac- 
count of bis exceffive feverity, efpcciaUy by the emperor a a a, s lt4 

law,, 9 fe. 


Herod, lib. iii. p. 53 i, j 33l s34 . 
I 4 ** * jPio, fib. ixxvi, p. a. 
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Julian, who thinks his cruel inflexibility, as he ftyles it, his 
greatcd faiflt* ; for he never pardoned the lead tranfgref- 
uon. He enafted feveral laws, which are highly extolled 
by the writers of thofe times, as equally juft and necefiary. 
Many of them are ilill extant in the Code. He allowed 
no power to his freedmen ; nor would he fufFer the fenate 
to didinguifh them with any honours. He chofc men of 
unblemimed charafters for governors of the provinces, and 
was always ready to heas with great patience the complaints 
of his people. No prince ever managed the public money 
more frugally; and by thefe means he left the exchequer 
exceeding rich at his death, though he had found it quite 
empty, and had been engaged in feveral expenGve wars. 
When he died, corn was found in the public granaries fuffi- 
cient to fupply the city for feVen years, and oil in the ftore- 
houfes, which he built at a vaft charge, for the confump- 
tion of five years, reckoning not only the city of Rome, 
but all the places in Italy that produced no oil. He even 
left fufficient to fupply for ever the indigent people of Rome 
with a certain quantity of oil every day, which was in part 
fent yearly by the inhabitants of Libya Tripolitana. They 
willingly fubmitted to that burden out of regard to Severus, 
who was a native of the fame province, and had obliged 
them, by utterly extirpating a Fieigbbouring nation, that 
often invaded their country, and laid wafte their fields *. 
But this contribution proving in procefs of time very bur- 
denfome to them, was remittecfby Condantine. Severus 
repaired mod of the puhlic edifices, and rjiifed an incredible 
number of new druftures in Rome, in Antioch, in Alexan¬ 
dria, in Byzantium, and in mod of the great cities of the 
empire. 

The following year, when Nummius Albinus and Ful- 
vius &milianus were confuls, was remarkable for the death 
of many illudrious' fenators, inhumanly maflacred by the 
emperor's order. Among thefe were Quintillus Plautianus 
and’Apronianus, perfons of unblemilhed ch a rafter, and of 
great authority in the fenate, but hated by the emperor fur 
their illudrious birth, and extraordinary accomplifhments. 
They were both accufed of having confulted the adrologers 
about tlje death of Severn's, and their own fate; and con¬ 
demned, without even being heard. Bsebius Marcellinus, 
another fenator of great didinftion, was condemned by the 
fenate, and that inftant hurried to execution, upon the dd- 
poDtion of a fingle evidence, who charged him with having 
lidened while Apronianus was confulting the adrologer. 

* Jul. Cnf. p. 14. Vit. Sev, p.ji. ' * Ibid, p. 67. Dio, p. SS?* ; 

' “ The 
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The evidence had been fuborned by Polleniqs Sebenmis, 
who was himfelf foon after condemned at the inftancc of 
the people ofNoricum, whom he had tyrannically oppreffed, 
while he governed that province r. The following year, 
when Aper and Maximus were confuls, the northern in¬ 
habitants of Britain invaded the Roman territories, and, 
putting to flight the legions that guarded them, committed 
every where dreadful ravages. Virius Lupus, then go¬ 
vernor, or, as Ulpian calls him, prefident of Britain, not 
thinking himfelf in a condition to withftand the enemy, re¬ 
tired before them and, in the mean time, acquainted the 
emperor with theftate of affairs in that province; who, ap¬ 
prehending that the whole ifland, unlefs awed by a power¬ 
ful army, would foon revolt,.and lhake off the yoke, re- 
folved to go thither in perfon. Accordingly, having made 
the neceffary preparations for this expedition, he fet out 
for Britain on the enfuing year, while his two fons were 
confuls, Caracalla the third time, and Geta the fecond. 
Before he left Rome, he veiled his fon Geta with the tri- 
hunitial power, and conferred upon him the title of Au- 
gultus, which he had bellowed three years before his 
eldeft fon Caracalla; fo that there were now three Au- 
guflufes at one time, a civumilance which had never hap¬ 
pened before. The emperor took both his fons with him, 
being glad of that opportunity to remove them from Rome, 
where they abandoned tiiemfelves to idlenefs and de¬ 
bauchery. 

The Britons weft no fooner informed of his arrival in 
their ifland, than, dreading his power, they fent ambaffa- 
dors, offering to fubmit upon honourable terms. Sevcrus 
detained the deputies till he was ready to take the field ; and 
then difmiffed them, without granting their requelt. He 
paffed the firft winter, it feems, in the fouthern parts of 
Britain, whence he marched early in the fpring of the en¬ 
fuing year, when Pompeianus and Avitus were confuls, 
againft the Mseatx, who bordered on the Roman domi¬ 
nions, and the Caledonians, who dwelt;more to the north. 
No battle was fought in this expedition ; but neverthelefs, 
partly by the enemy’s ambufeades) partly by the hardlhips 
the Roman foldiers underwent, and the toils they endured 

cutting' down woods, building bridges, and draining 
nvarlhy grounds, fifty thoufand of them are faid to have 
perifhed*. Herodian writes, that the Caledonians inccf- 
iantly haraffed the army on their march, attacked them 
unexpectedly, cut many thoufands of them in pieces, and 

y Dio, In Excerpt. Vtl. p-741. * Dio, lib. Ua*i. p. B67. 
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then retired into their fens and woods, which were inac- 
ceflible to thl Romans *. The emperor, though advanced 
in years, and troubled with the gout, purfued his painful 
march, furmounting with great chearfulnefs all difficulties, 
till he reached the molt diftant and northern coaits of the 
iiland, laying the country wafte with fire and fword; info- 
much that the Caledonians were at laft obliged to purchafe a 
peace, by yielding to the Romans part of their country, 
and delivering up their 'arms. Having thus concluded a 
pacification with the Caledonians, he returned to the 
fouthem parts of Britain, where he left his fon Geta to ad- 
minilter jultice during his abfence. For this expedition he 
was honoured by the fenate with the title of Britannicus 
Maximus, and his two Tons with that of Britannicus b . 

Severus fpent great part of the following year, when 
Man. Aciliu3 Fauftinus and Triarius Rufinus were confuls, 
in building a wall in Britain from fea to fea, to fecure his 
conquefts, and part the Roman territories from thofe of 
the more northern Britons not fubjeft to Rome (Z). The 
wall being finiflied, he retired with his army to Kboracum, 
now York, where he was feized with a lingering diiicmper, 
occafiolied by his grief and affliction for the wicked life of 
his eldeft fon, who, notwithftanding the extraordinary af- 
fe&ion Severus had ever fhewn trim, had, during the late 
expedition, with an impious boldnefs hardly to be equalled, 
attempted to murder him in th^ fight of the whole army. 
While the emperor, at the head of his troops, was con¬ 
cluding a treaty with the Britons, and receiving their arms, 
Caracalla, who flood behind him, drawing unexpectedly 
his fword, in the fight both of the Roman andBritilh army, 
advanced to flab him ; and would have put his wicked de- 
fign in execution, had he not been deterred by the outcries 
of thofe who flood next the emperor. Severus, tusning 
about that inftant, faw his fon with a naked fword in his 
haqd j but, without betraying the leaft furprize, or uttering 
a fingle word, purfued the bulinefs in hand, received the 

arms of the Britons, and figned the treaty. When he re- 
■ ■ 

a Herod, lib. Hi. p. 867. j s Goltz. p. SS. P. Fagi, p. 107. 

(Z) though the place where be feen, running parallel with 
this wall was ere£ted has been Adrian’s Vallum from Boul- 
difputed by authors and anti- ' nefs, in' the neighbourhood of 
quarieB, it is now generally al- Carlifle, to Cozen’s Houfe, at a 
lowed to have been the fame little diftance from Newcaftls 
whereof the remains are Hill to upon Tyne (t), 

(1) Vide Horfley’i Britann. 
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turned to his tent, he fent for his fon, and, in jhe prefence 
of Papinianus, captain of the guards, and Carter, his chief 
chamberlain, firft reproached him with his black and 
wicked attempt; then offering him a drawn fword, If 
your ambition to reign alone prompts you (faid he) to im¬ 
brue your hands in the blood of your father, execute your 
impious purpofe rather in this place than in the fight of 
the whole world, and in the prefence both of our friends 
and enemies: if you are not yet’abandoned to l'uch a de¬ 
gree, as to murder your father with your own hand, order 
Papinianus to commit the parricide : you are emperor ; he 
muff obey you c .” We do not find that Caracalla Was 
touched with remorfc, or at all affetted by this pathetic 
addrefs. , 

In the following year, when Gentianus and Baffus were 
confuls, the Mteara: and Caledonians, underttanding that 
the emperor was indifpofed, and not in a condition to take 
the field, without any regard to the late treaty, flew to 
arms; and, affembling their forces, attempted to pafs the 
new wall, and invade the Roman dominions; an infult 
which fo provoked Severus, that he ordered Caracalla to 
lead the whole army againft the enemy, and, entering their 
country once more, to p^t all to the fword, without dif- 
tinftion of fex or age. The young prince, feeing himfelf, 
contrary to his expectation, intruded with fo great a com¬ 
mand, made it his whole itudy to corrupt the officers and 
foldicrs, with a defign to depofe his father. Many tribunes 
and centurions, hSarkening to him, publicly declared, be¬ 
fore the army fet out from York, that they would no longer 
obey an old man, worn out with infirmities, lame, and dif- 
abled by the gout from marching at their head, and dif- 
charging the duties of an emperor. Thefe murmurs were 
fooii carried to Severus, who, immediately ordering the 
army to affemble, caufed himfelf to be placed upon his tri¬ 
bunal; whence, in moft bitter terms, he reproached with 
folly, ingratitude, and treachery, fuch of the officers as had 
feconded the wicked attempts of his fop ; ordered them all 
to be beheaded that inftant in his prefence; and then, ad¬ 
drefling himfelf to the army, ftruek with terror and^difmay 
at the fight of fo many executions, alked them with an im¬ 
perious and majefltic air, whether they were not yet fatisfied 
that the head ruled, and not the feet K 

After this execution, his diftemper being greatly in- 
creafed by the uneafinefs of his mind, he was foon reduced 
to the laft extremity; when he fent for his two fons, caufed 

* Dio, p. 86$, d Vit. Scv. p, ji. Ami. Vi*. 
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the fpeech of Micipfa to his children, in Salluft, to be read 
to them, exhorted them to concord and unity, and recom¬ 
mended this tyrannical maxim, to enrich the foldiers, and 
gain their affections, without caring whether they were be¬ 
loved or hated by the reft of their fubjefts When he 
found his end approaching, he cried out, “ I have been 
every thing, and every thing is nothing f .” Then order¬ 
ing the urn to be brought, in which his aflies were to be 
inclofed, on feeing it, “ Little urn (faid he), thou lhalt 
contain one for whom the whole world was too little.” 
Before he expired, he ordered the golden ftatue of Fortune, 
which always ftood in the emperor’s apartment, to be car¬ 
ried into the rooms, firft of his eldeft, and then of his 
youngeft fon. As his pains increafed, efpecially in his feet, 
he called for poifon ; but no one daring to adminifter it, he 
is faid to have glutted himfelf with coarfe meats, which 
Yr. of FI. foon put a period to his life *. He died at York on the 
*SS9- fourth of February of the year an, after having lived, ac- 
A. D. hi. C ording to Dio Caflius, fixty-five years, nine months, and 
9S9- twenty-five days, and reigned feventeenyears, eight months, 
Sewm and three days. His body was burnt at York with great fo- 
dit.r. lemnity, and his afhes were conveyed by his two fons to 

Rome, in a golden urn, or, as others .affert, in one of por¬ 
phyry. It was received in all the provinces with extraor¬ 
dinary pomp, and depofited at Rome in the (lately maufo- 
leum of the emperor Adrian. fis was foon after ranked 
Hu cha~ among the gods, with the ufual ceremonies. Severus was, 
railtr-. without all doubt, a perfon of molt extraordinary parts ; 

but ail his good qualities were eclipfed by his exceflive cru¬ 
elty, and infatiahle avarice. Some writers endeavour to 
excufe his cruelty, which they foften with the name of fe- 
verity ; and pretend, that, without violent remedies, the 
many evils that had long prevailed in the date could never 
have been rooted out. It was faid of him, if Spartian is to 
be credited, as it had been formerly faid of Auguftus, that 
he ought never to have been born, or never to have died. 
He was, according to the fame writer, greatly efteemed, 
and generally loved,'after his death, 'when no one dreaded 
* his cruelty, and all felt the effects of his excellent regula¬ 
tions (A^. But, after all, the moft we can fay in his com¬ 
mendation 

B Dio, p. 868, 869. f Vit. Sev. p. 7], 74.. s Vi£t. Epit. 

(A) Galen tells us, that his of treacle, and other expenfive 
greateft pleafure was to do good remedies, to relieve fuch as 
to all; and adds, that he kept wanted them; by which means 
tnnlhntly by him a great (lore he ftved the lives of many per* 

‘ fons; 
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mendation is, that Severus deferves to be ranked among the 
great, but not among the good princes ( 13 ). g 


fons ; namely, of Antipater, his 
Greek fecretary ; of the fun of 
Pifo, to whom Galen infcribed 
his creatife on treacle; and of 
a lady of diftinftion, named Ar- 
ria, for whom Severus had a 
particular value, becaufe (he ap¬ 
plied herfelf to the ftudy of phi- 
lofophy (z). 

(B) Among the writers who 
flourifhed at this time, we may 
reckon the emperor himfelf j for 
he wrote the hiftory of his own 
life, which was a kind of apolo¬ 
gy for his great feverity. Spar- 
tian commends it as a fmcere 
and impartial account of the 
tranfattions of his reign (3) ; 
and Viflor (peaks of it as an ele¬ 
gant and judicious performance. 
It has been long fince loft. The 
fophift Antipater, a rfativc* of 
Hierapolis in Afia, wrote like- 
wife the hiftory of Severus’s 
reign ; and was for that wqfk 
firft appointed the emperor’s 
Greek fecretary; « afterwards 
charged with the care of edu¬ 
cating his two fons, Caracalla 
and Geta; then honoured with 
the confuhhip ; and, laftly, pre¬ 
ferred to the government of 
Bithynia ; from which employ¬ 
ment he was foon removed, hn 
account of his exceffive cruelty 
(4). His hiftory has notreach- 
ed our times. Galen, the prince 
of phyficians, was flill iflive in 
Severus’s time; for he lived, 
according to Suidas, feventy 
Tears (3). He was a native of 
rergamus, and the fon of Nico, 
a celebrated architeft and geo¬ 
metrician. He was likewife 


well verfed in mathematics, and 
pretended to underftand and 
teach the Greek tongue in its 
greateft purity, Diogenes La¬ 
ertius, the author or the lives 
of the philofophers, comprifed 
in ten books, flouriftied, accord¬ 
ing to Voflius, under Antoni¬ 
nus Pius; but, according to 
Jonflius, whofe conjeftures feem 
to us better grounded, under 
Severus (6). Neftor, a native 
of Laranda in Lycaonia, flou¬ 
riftied, according to Suidas (7}, 
under Severus, and wrote fere- 
ral Greek poems. Pifander, 
who, in the reign of the empe¬ 
ror Alexander, wrote fome hif. 
tories, or rather fables, in Greek 
verfe, was his fon. Julius Ti- 
tianus, the father of the orator 
of the fame name, who was 
preceptor to the fon of Maxi- 
minus, about the year 23 5, pub- 
liihed many pieces greatly ef- 
teemed by the ancients; and, 
among the reft, a defeription' 
of all the provinces of the em¬ 
pire ; and a book of letters, in 
which he imitated the ftyle of 
Cicero; for he had an extraor¬ 
dinary talent in imitating the 
different Uyles of authors, and 
was thence called the ape uf his 
time (8). C. Julius SoUjius, 
whofe defeription of the earth, 
under the title of Polyhiflor, 
has reach’cd us, fluurifhed, ac¬ 
cording to fome writers, under 
Severus. Under him ajib flou¬ 
riftied Philoflratus, author of 
the life of Apollonius Tyanseus; 
which work he undertook at 
the requell of the emprefs Ju- 


( 1 ) Galen, de Thcriac. lib. ii. p. 4S7- (i) Vit.Sev. p. 6y. 

( 4 ) Herod, lib. ii. p. 514 - Philolh Soph. 50. Galen. Ther. tom. n. 
p. 4S«. (s) Suid. p. 590. (6) Jonh lib.in. cap. ia. ( 7 ) 5“ ld - 

P- air. (81 Volf. Hitt. Lat. lib. ii. cap. 1 . 
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Severus was fucceeded by his two Tons Baffianus and 
Geta, whorfi he had inverted with the fovereign power, 
during his life-time, and by his laftwill appointed to reign 
jointly after his death. The former, commonly known by 
the nickname of Caracalla, a Gaulilh word for a kind of 
caflock ufed in Gaul, and by him firrt introduced among 
the Romans, gave in his infancy many inrtances of an ex¬ 
traordinary fweet and mild temper; but, as he grew up, 
abandoned himfelf to all'manner of cruelty, and proved a 
moft inhuman and bloody tyrant} whereas the latter, who 
in his tender years feemed no lefs void of humanity than his 
father, changed by degrees his temper, and became, through 
his affability, moderation, and complaifance, the darling 
both of the people and foldiepy. They {hewed from their 
childhood an utter averfton to each other, and were con¬ 
tinually quarrelling, even in their common fports and di- 
verfions. This natural antipathy increafed as they grew in 
years, notwithftanding the intreaties, rebukes, and exhor¬ 
tations both of their father and their preceptor Antipater, 
who were continually laying before them the many evils 
that mult neceffariiy attend the divifion and difagreementof 
brothers. But all to no purpofe } for Severus no fooner 
expired, than Caracalla endeavored* to have his brother 
excluded, by the officers of the army, from any {hare in 
the fovereignty ; but the foldiers proterting that they would 
equally obey both the fous of Severus, fince he had appoint¬ 
ed both to fucceed him, he was forced to acknowlege his 
brother partner in the empire, and fufltr the foldiers to 
take the ufualoath of allegiance to each. 

After this ceremony Caracalla led his army towards the 
borders of the Mieatae and Caledonians, who had begun 
hortilities again ; but, initead of attacking thofe warlike na¬ 
tions, he concluded a treaty with them, and withdrew his 

Iia, the wife of Severus. Pho- verus lived two other writers of 
tius'commends the elegance and the fame name; to wit, Phi- 
foftnefs of his flyle ; but thinks loftratus, the fon of Nervianus, 
bis conftruftion not always a- to whom fome writers aferibe 
grceable to the rules of gram-, the lives of the fophifls; and 
mar (9). Befides the life r of Philoftratus, a native of Lem- 
Apolloptus, Philoftratus wrote nos, who wrote fome deferip- 
four books of pictures, or de- tionii: of thefe, the former was 
feriptions, a treatife on heroes, great-nephew, and the latter 
letters on friendfhip, and the grandfon, by the mother, to the 
Jives of the fophifts in four author of thp life of Apollo* 
books. All thefe works have nius (1). 
peached our times. Under Se- 

( s ) Phot. HP'. 44. (1). Cafaub. in Spart. p. 30. 
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troops from the forts erefted intheir country-, and reftored 
the lands which Severus had obliged them to* abandon h . 

Before he left Britain, he difcharged Papinian, captain of 
the guards ; caufed Caftor, his fatbei’s chamberlain and 
chief favourite to be executed, together with Evodius, an¬ 
other of the deceafed emperor’s frcednien, and formerly his 
own preceptor. He at the fame time difpatched aflallins 
into Italy to murder his wife Flautilla, Plautius her bro¬ 
ther, and a celebrated charioteer, \sf the fa£tion in the cir¬ 
cus oppolite to that which he favoured. Such was the be¬ 
ginning of the reign of Caracalla. The brothers left Bri¬ 
tain about the middle of fummer, and fet out for Rome 
with their mother Julia, and the afhes of their deceafed 
father. Caracalla attempted > on the road to murder his MUunder. 
brother Geta ; which attempt increafed their mutual uni- j 
mofities and jealoufies to fuch a degree, that henceforth 
they both marched with their feparate guards, and with no i rc; hcrt. 
lcfs warinefs than if they had been in an enemy’s country, 
lodging conftantly in different houfes, and carefully watch¬ 
ing the motions of each other. 

They were received with great folemnity at Rome, where They are 
they performed, with extraordinary pomp, the obfequies of received at 
their father, and then withdrew to the palace, which they 
divided into two; for it was larger, if Herodian is to be ' 

credited, than any city in the whole empire, except Rome. 

This divifion between the^wo princes rent the whole city, 
and even the empire, into fadtions -, infomuch that, to avoid 
the many inconveniences and diforders thence arifing, 
a divifion of the empire was propofed. To this expedient 
they both attended ; Geta, who loved a quiet life, declaring, 
that if Caracalla would but yield Alia and Egypt, he would 
retire to Antioch or Alexandria, and leave him in quiet 
pofieflion of the reft of the empire. But this fcheme was 
defeated by their mother Julia’s throwing herfelf at their 
feet, and begging, with many tears, that they would di¬ 
vide her too between them. Towards the clofe of this year, 

Caracalla again attempted to murder his brother during the 
feaft of Saturn ; an mftrage which occationed almoft an open 
War between the two princes, and a great deal of blondlhed■ 

In’ the following year, when the two brothers Jalius and 
Caius Afper were confuls, Caracalla. unalterably fixed in 
his wicked purpofe of deftroying bis brother, pretended a 
defire of being reconciled with him, and, by means of their 
common mother Julia, invited him to an interview in her 

11 Dio, lib. lxxviii. p. 88», & feq. Carac- & Get. Vit. p. 87. Sc yt. 

Herodian, lib. iii. p. 539.-54.3. Dio, lib. lxxvii. p. 87'- 

D d 4 ' chamber. 
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chamber. Geta readily accepted the invitation, and repair, 
ed without guards to the appointed place, not fufpeding the 
lead treachery in a propofal which came from his mother, 
who loved him with great tendernefs. But he had no fooner 
entered her chamber, than fome centurions, whom Cara, 
calla had found means to convey privately into an adjoining 
room, rufhing in fword in hand, fell uponGeta and dif- 
patched him, with many wounds in his mother’s arms, who, 
endeavouring to fave him, was alfo wounded (C). Such was 
the end of this unhappy prince, after he had lived twenty, 
two years and nine months, and reigned, from the death of 
his father, one year and twenty-three days *. He no fooner 
expired than Caracalla, leaving the palace with great pre¬ 
cipitation, flew through the city to the camp of the pneto- 
rian guards, pretending great fear and confternation, and 
crying out aloud that his life was in danger, and that a 
bloody confpiracy had been formed again ft him. Upon his 
arrival in the camp, he inftantly went to the pl^ce where 
the eniigns and banners were kept, which was a kind of 
temple and afylum ; and there throwing himfelf upon the 
ground, returned thanks to the gods for delivering him 
from fuch an imminent danger. 

To the foldiers who crouded about him he exprefled him¬ 
felf with the fame ambiguity; but by degrees gave them to 
underftand that he was foie fovereign, and in a condition 
tobeftowupon them wealth and honours without controul. 
That they might immediately fell the effe£ts of his genc- 
rofity, he doubled their pay, and added,a bounty of two 
thoufand five hundred drachmas a man, which he gave 
them liberty to take that inftant out of the public treafury. 
Thus were the prodigious fums, which his father had, by 
innumerable murders and confifcations, been accumulating 
for eighteen years, diflipatcd in one day. Caracalla having, 
by this extravagant reward fecured the afteffions of the fol¬ 
diery, told them, that his brother Geta had attempted to 
muiuer him, but had loft his life in the attempt. In con- 
fequence of this declaration he was faluted foie emperor by 
the whole army, and the unhappy Geta declared a traitor 
1 and a public enemyThere was at this time another camp 

k Vit. bet. p. 91. 1 Dio, p. 17*. Herod, lib. iv. p. J4+ 

Vit. Get p. 91. & Carac. p. 86. 

(C) Caracalla himfelf feems afterwards confecrated, in the 
to have imbrued his hands in temple of Serapis, the fword 
the blood of his brother; for with which he had murdered 
J?io Caffius tells us, that he him(i), 

(1) Dio, p- 880. 
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in the neighbourhood of Alba, now Albano, where the 
murder of Geta was highly refenced; but Caracal la foon 
appeafed them, by exaggerating the pretended treachery 
of his brother, and promifing them an immenfe donative. 
Caracalla palled that night in the camp of the pnetorian 
guards, and next day went to the fenate with a curiafs un¬ 
der his robes, guarded by all his troops, fome of whom he 
even placed among the fenators, to be ready to ad in cafe 
any of them fhould attempt to revenge the death of Geta. 

His fpeech turned upon the wicked defigns of Geta, whom His/pteck 
he faid he had flain unwillingly in his own defence, leflen- i«thej t . 
ing the heinoufnefs of his crime by the example of Romulus " ale - 
and others, who had revenged with death injuries offered 
them by their brothers. In withdrawing from the fenate 
he pronounced aloud the following words : “ I give leave 
to all thofe who are in banilhment to return home; I ex¬ 
cept none, by what crimes foever they may have deferved 
punilhment m .” 

From the fenate he returned to the palace, leaning upon Performs 
Papinian and Chilo; then he caufed the body of his de- »*/»- 
ceafed brother to be conveyed with great pomp to the tomb 
of the Septimian family on the Appian Way; and, when andcavfet 
the funeral ceremonies were over, prevailed upon the fe- him to be 
nate to rank him, with ^the ufual folemnity, among the ranked a- 
gods. Finding, upon his return to the palace, his mother mm B 
Julia, bewailing with other women the death of her fon, sadl ' 
tranfported with rage, he ordered them to be put to death, 
but in the end, moderating his pallion, he even (hewed 
great kindnefs to Julia, ordering the fame honours to be 
paid her as to himfelf (D). Among many illuftrious per- Several il- 
fons whom the inhuman tyrant facrificed to his rage and htflritus 
jealoufy, as the friends of Geta, no one was more univer- 
fally or more defervedly regretted, than the celebrated Pa¬ 
pinian, the greateft civilian, in the opinion of Zolimus n 
and Cujas ", that ever lived. As Severus had recommend¬ 
ed chiefly to his care his two fons, he fpared no pai ih to 
reconcile them, and often defeated the wicked attempts of 
• • 

ra Vit. Car. p. 86 , " ZoT. lib, i. p. 637, " Cui. in Cod. 

Tbeod. * 

(D) Dio Caflius writes, that one durft ufe it thenceforth, 
he began this general maffacre even on the ftage, where it was 
by ordering all his domeftics, to commonly given to Oaves. He 
the number of twenty thoufand likewife ordered all the money 
perfons, to be inhumanly but- with his name to be melted 
c hcred. It was death to utter down, and the infeription* 
his name: infomuch that no erafed. 
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Caracalla; on which account he was reckoned among the 
friends of Geta. Betides, the tyrant defiring him, after 
the murder of his brother, to compofe a fpeech for him, 
excufing the crime, which he defigned to pronounce in the 
fenate, Papinian, whofe love for juftice, to ufe the ex- 
preffion of Zofimus, was equal to his knowlege of it, an- 
fwered with great firmnefs, “ It is not fo eafy a thing to 
juftify a parricide as to commit it; and it is a fecond par¬ 
ricide to defame an innocent perfort after having taken 
away his life.” The emperor, provoked at this anfwer, 
ordered his head to be immediately {truck off, and likewife 
his fon’s, who was then quadlor, and had only three days 
before exhibited magnificent fpotsf. L. FabiusChilo, an¬ 
other of Severus’s great favtfurites, for whom Caracalla 
himfelf had a particular efteem (for he ufed to ftyle him his 
true friend, his benefaftor, his father), was in the next 
place doomed to deftrudtion, for having, together with Pa¬ 
pinius, endeavoured on every occafion to promote union 
and concord between the brothers. A tiihune was fent, 
with a band of foldiers, to'feize him in his houfe, drag him 
to the palace, and there butcher him in the prefence of the 
emperor. But the people, and the city-guards, whom Chilo 
had commanded while governor of “Rome, moved with 
compaflron at feeing a perfon of his rank thus ignominioufly 
treated by the infulting foldiery, like a common malefactor, 
refeued him out of their hands, littering dreadful menaces 
againft the authors of fuch outrages; which fo alarmed 
Caracalla, that he declared he had giveh no fuch orders ; 
and, to appeafe the multitude, caufed both the tribune and 
foldiers to be immediately put to death i. 

He fpared Chilo, but vented his rage without controul 
upon many other illuitrious perfons, both of the fenatorial 
and equeftrian order, not pardoning any for whom either 
his father or brother had ever (hewn the leall kindnefs or 
eftegjn. Among thefe unhappy viftims were a daughter of 
the emperor M. Aurelius, whom the other emperors had 
treated with the utipolt refpeft, but Caracalla ordered to 
be ftrangled, for (hedding a few tears when news were 
brought her of the death of Geta ; Septimius Severus Afer, 
the fon ‘of Geta, brother to the late emperor Severus, to 
whom Caracalla had fent, the day before, a diih from his 
own table, as a token of his friendship; Pompeianus, who 
had been twice conful, had commanded armies in feveral 
wars, and was grandfon to the emperor M. Aurelius, by 


p Vit. Car. p. 88. Dio, in Excerpt. Val. p. 741. 9 Vit.Car. 

p. 86. Dio, lib. Ixxvii. p. 87a. 
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the emprefs Lucilla; Helvius Pcrtinax, fon to the emperor 
of that name, and therefore greatly beloved bjf the people, 
and no lcfs hated by the jealous tyrant, whom he had like- 
wife provoked with a fatirical jelt; for when the title of 
Parthicus and Sarmaticus were decreed to him by the fe- 
nate, Pertinax moved, that the furname of Geticus might 
be added to the other two, alluding notfo much to the vic¬ 
tory which Caracalla pretended to have gained over the 
Getse, as to the murder of his bfother Geta r . Some of 
Geta’s enemies (hared the fame fate as his friends j but the 
death of no man occaiioned greater furprize in the city than 
that of Lsetus, one of Caracal la’s molt intimate friends, and 
the firft who had advifed him to difpatch his brother. He 
did not even fpare the Veftal jrirgins, fome of whom he or¬ 
dered to be rtrangled for having bewailed the death of 
Gcta. In (hort, no fex, rank, or age, efcaped his cruelty. 

He loaded the people with taxes in all the provinces of jloaihtht 
the empire, and at Rome caufed great numbers of them to people with 
be mailacred, fometimes oot of revenge, and fometimes 
only for his diverfion -, for he delighted in nothing fo much 
as in feats of cruelty and in bloodlhed (E) No prince ever 
employed more iniquitous means of raifing money than Ca¬ 
racalla, or fquanderad it jway with more prodigality. He 
often ufed to fay, that money ought not to be lodged in 
private hands, but only in the prince’s. Purfuant to this 
maxim he impoveriflied h^ fubjefls in all the provinces of 
the empire, loading them with exceflive imports and taxes ; 
for which oppreCSon, as well as for his extravagant ex- 
pences, when his mother took the liberty to chide him, he, 
like a true tyrant, (hewed her his naked fword, faying, 

“ As long as I have this I (hall never want (F).” Caracalla 

was 


1 Vir. Car, p. 87. 


(E) The people having one 
day rallied at the Circeniian 
games, a charioteer whom he 
favoured, he commanded his 
guards to rufh upon the multi¬ 
tude, and put all the delin¬ 
quents to the fword; but as 
the foldiers could not, in (o 
great a croud, diftinguifh them 
(rom the reft, they fell indif¬ 
ferently upon all, fword in 
hand, and made a dreadful ha- 
vock of the difarmed multitude, 


(paring only thofe who had 
money enough about them to 
redeem their lives (2), 

(F) However, he gave away 
fuch immenfe fums, mnflly to 
parlbns who leall of ail deferv- * 
ed them, to wir, to hfts guards, 
buffoons, players, gladiators, 
charioteers, freedmen, &c. that 
he was obliged to coin falfe mo¬ 
ney, which he fpent at home, 
while he employed what true 
gold and filver h; could extort 


(2) Herod, lib.?v. p. 546, 
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was author of the famous law declaring all the free fub- 
je£ts of the* empire Roman citizens. Though the name 
and privileges of Roman citizens were by this conftitution 
made common to all the fubje£ts of the empire, yet the an¬ 
cient dillintlion of colonies, of Latin, municipal, and free 
cities, fubfiited long after, as appears from the Theodolian 
code* and digefts *. But to clear up this difficulty, which 
has puzzled the bed civilians, is not the province of an 
hiflorian. * 

Caracalla, finding himfelf generally hated at Rome, on 
account of hisexceffive cruelties, refolved to leave the city, 
and vifit, after the example of Adrian, all the provinces of 
the empire. Purfuant to this refolution, having in the third 
year of his reign taken upon him his fourth confulfliip, and 
named Decius Ccelius Balbinus, afterwards emperor, for his 
colleague, he fet out for Gaul, where he caufed the pro- 
conful of the province of Narbonne to be murdered, and 
made fuch havock of the people, that he was more hated 
and abhorred there than he had ever been at Rome. He 
did not even fpare the pbyficians, who had attended him 
during a dangerous malady, with which he was feized; 
but upon his recovery, caufed them to be put to death “. 
In the beginning of the following yeas’, when Meflala and 
Sabinus were confuls, he returned to Rome, bringing with 
him a quantity of habits made after the Gaulilh faihion, 

* Cod. Th. z. tom. *i. p. 189, igo.^lib. iv. tom. g. lib. iii p. 370. 
t Digeft. 30. tom. 15. lib. 1. p. ign.lib. viii. p^igij. “ V11. 

Car. p. 87. 

from his fubjefls, in keeping 
the barbarians quiet, who were 
conftantly threatening him with 
war (3). He flic wed on all 
occafions the u tin oft contempt 
for the fenate, entirely neglect¬ 
ed the adminiftration of juftice, 
took no care of the provinces, 
and raifed to the higjheft em¬ 
ployments the meanelt, and in 
1 every refpeft the moft infamous 
and unvwmhy perfons of the 
empire. Thus he gave the go¬ 
vernment of Rome to an eu¬ 
nuch, named Sempronius, by 
birth an Iberian, by profeflion 
a poifoner and magician, who 

(3) Dio in Excerpt. Val. p. yS. Sc lib. Ixxvii, p. B75, (4) Dio, 

lib. Ixxvii. p. 877. v 

which 


had been baniflied by his father 
Severus, and confined to a de- 
fertiiland. He appointed Theo¬ 
critus captain or the guards, 
who had been firft a Have, and 
afterwards a dancing-mailer and 
ftage-player. Epagathus, an¬ 
other manumitted Have, bore 
likcwife great fway at court, 
and, with the other two, ruled 
and controuled both the empire 
and emperor, fetting all things 
to fale, offices, provinces, pub¬ 
lic revenues, public juftice, and 
the lives of men both innocent 
and guilty (4). 
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which he wore himfelf, and diftributed among the people, 
and would fuffer none to attend him but in tha? drefs. His 
ftay at Rome was very (hort; for this very year the Catti, the 
Alemanni, whom we find now mentioned for the firft time 
in hiftory, and feveral other German nations, taking up 
arms, began to make inroads into the Roman dominions 
(F). Caracalla therefore marched again ft them, but in that 
expedition approved himfelf abetter ioldierthan commander. 

For, though he behaved with •great courage, and even 
challenged the braveft of the enemy to fingle combat; yet, 
for want of conduft, he was obliged to purchafe a peace 
with large fums, and the liberty of retiring with fafety into 
the Roman dominions It was no fooner known in Ger¬ 
many, that he had bought a peace of theCatti and Aleman¬ 
ni, than all the nations inhabiting that extenfive country 
flew to arms, threatening him with a deftruftive war, un- 
lefs with them too he {hared his treafures; which he did 
accordingly, paying them yearly penfions, and by thefe 
means reducing himfelf to fuch difficulties, that he was 
obliged, as we have hinted already, to coin falfe money. 
When he received the deputies of the Barbarians, he fuf- 
fered no one to be prefent except the interpreters, whom 
he caufed to be imiitedi|tely aflalfinated, left: they ftiould 
divulge what had pafled: however, the Barbarians them- 
felves, when he was murdered, owned, that he had en¬ 
couraged them to invade; Italy, in cafe any misfortune 
ftiould befal him, and to march to Rome, which he faid, 
they might take with great eafe x . During his ftay in Ger¬ 
many, he caufed Gaiobamarus king of the Quadi to be trea- 
cheroufly cut off; and, having ordered all the youth of 
Noricum to take arms, and join him, he commanded his 
troops, on what provocation we know not, to put them all 
to the fword r . For his pretended viftories over the Ale¬ 
manni, he took the title of Germanicus and Alemannicus *. 

In the fifth year of his reign, when Lsetus was cojffiil 
the fecond time with Cerealis, Caracalla, leaving Germany, 
led his army into Dacia; where he gained fome fmall ad¬ 
vantages over the Getal, and then purfue'd his march through 

w Dio, lib. Ixsvii. p. 876. x Dio, lib. Ixxviii* p. 891. 

r Idem in Excerpt. Val. p. 749, & 754. » Car- Vit. p. 8g. 

Goltz, p. 91. Birag. p. 193. 
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(F) The Alemanni inhabited pears from their name, a mixed 
at this time the prefent duchy multitude of all the neighbour- 
°t Wirtemberg, and were, as ap- ing nations (1). 

(») Vorburg. Hift,Rom. Ger.p.473. StBuch.Belg. lib.vi. cap.7. 

’ Thrace 
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Thrace to the Hellefpont, which he crofted, not without 
Yr, of FI. danger of being (hipwrecked. Arriving in Alia, he haf- 
A*D* ii tenet * t0 I* er gamus, hoping to be delivered by the god Ef- 
U. C. 563! culapius, worlhipped in that city, from all the maladies, 

' _ both of his body and mind : but the god was deaf to his 

He paps prayers; fo that he left Pergamus, after having enriched 
over into it with many privileges, as if he deligncd to bribe the deity; 

and purfued his journey to Ilium, where he viewed the re¬ 
mains of ancient Troy, 'and vifited the tomb of Achilles, 
paying extraordinary honours to the memory of that hero, 
though an implacable enemy to the Trojans, from whom 
the Romans pretended to derive their origin. From Ilium 
he travelled to Nicomedia, where he fpent the winter. In 
that city he invited Dio Cafjius to fup with him, during 
the feaft of Saturn ; for he obliged moil of the fenators to 
attend him in all his journies, to defray his travelling 
charges, and to build- in the cities, where he palled the 
winter, theatres, circufcs, and amphitheatres, for public 
fports. 

In the following year, fthen C. Atius Sabinus was conful 
the fecond time, with Cornelius Anullinus, Caracalla, leav¬ 
ing Nicomedia after the fourth of April, crofted Dithynia, 
Arrives at Alia, and the other provinces, op hit journey to Antioch, 
Antioch. in which city he was received with extraordinary pomp. 

During his refidence, he wrote to the fenate, that he was 
well apprifed they did not approve of his conduct; but fo 
long as he had an army at his command, he neither valued 
their reproaches, nor dreaded their hatrdd *. He was very 
defirous of quarrelling with the Parthians, who were in¬ 
volved in a civil war, occafionedby the ambition of the two 
fons of the late king Vologefes; but they complying with 
all his demands, he deferred his intended expedition againft 
them, and turned his thoughts on the reduction of Ofrhoene 
and Armenia, though the kings of thefe two countries lived 
He trea- in j^rfefl amity with the Romans. However, Caracalla, 
cherovjly having invited them to Antioch, as friends and allies of the 
tmbrihni R° lnan people, caufed them to be arrefted, and imprifoned, 
the kings without the leaft colour or pretence for fuch treachery. 
of Ofrhoene Ofrhoene immediately fubmitted, and was, according to 
and Ar- feme waiters, reduced to a Roman province; though others 
menta. maintain, that it was long after governed by its own princes b . 

All we know is, that Caracalla eftablilhed a Roman colony 
at Edefta, the capital of Ofrhoene ; and that, in the fourth 
century, the whole country was fubjefl: to the Romans. 

• Dio.lib. Ixxvii. p. 879. Herodian, lib. iv. p. 519, b Vide 
Spank, lib. ii.. p. 86, & Synceh p. 359, 
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The Armenians, notwithftandingthe captivity of their king, 
made a vigorous refiftance ; gave a total dtfeat*to Theocri¬ 
tus the comedian, who was fent againft them at the head of 
a numerous army; baffled all the efforts of Caracalla; and 
maintained themfelves in pofieflion of their ancient liberties. 

From Antioch the emperor proceeded to Alexandria, 
where he made a dreadful havock of the inhabitants, being 
highly provoked againft them for the many lampoons, 
which, agreeable to their fatirical. humour, they had pub- 
lilhed on the death of Geta. He gave private orders to his Orden a 
numerous troops, who were difperfed all over the city, to S enfrat 
fall upon the inhabitants in the night-time, to enter andpil- ® a J^ rrf 
lage their houfes, and put all to the fword, without dif- andria^ 
tintiion of fex, age, or condition. His execrable orders 
were executed with fuch bafbarity, as can hardly be ex- 
prefled ; the whole city floated in blood; every houfe was 
filled with dead bodies; and the return of day difeovered 
in every ftreet the fad monuments of this inhuman execu¬ 
tion : but the tyrant, not yet fatiated with blood, com¬ 
manded the Daughter to be conduced all the following day, 
that he might have the diabolical pleafure of beholding it 
from the temple of Serapis, where be had palled the pre¬ 
ceding night, implorjpg, during the general maflacre, the 
proteftion of that deity. ^Vhenthe foldiers were tired evith 
Daughter, Caracalla wrote to the fenate, acquainting them, 
that he had revenged the affronts offered him by the Alex¬ 
andrians ; but that it was not ncceffary to fpecify the num¬ 
ber of the dead, nor their condition, fince none had pe- 
riflted but fuch as were guilty. Before he left the city he 
flopped it of all its privileges; fuppreffed the celebrated 
affembly of learned men ; ordered all ftrangers, who lived 
there, to abandon the place ; and that fuch as had efcaped 
the general maflacre, who were very few, might not have 
the fatisfa£tion of feeing one another, he cut oft' all com¬ 
munication of one ftreet with another, by walls built for 
that purpofe, and guarded by the troops he left in garrifSn c . 
However, as the tyrant perifticd foon after, Alexandria 
fpeedily recovered its former fplendor,’ and continued to be 
the firlt city of the empire after Rome. 

From Alexandria the emperor returned to Andosh, with 
a defign to make war upon the Parthians, and, by fome me¬ 
morable exploit, deferve the furname of Parthicus, which 
he feems to have preferred to all others. In order to have Hh trea- 

fome pretence for declaring war, he fent an embafly to Arta- ehery it- 

•wardi the 

E Herodian. lib, iv. p. 549. Dio, lib. lxxvii. p. B79, 8So. Vit. P arl t nani ’ 
Car. p, g 7 , 

bancs 
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banes with rich prefents, to deGre his daughter in marriage, 
not doubting but the Parthian would deny him hia requeft • 
nor was he miftaken in his conjecture, Artabanes alleging, 
that his daughter, brought up after the Parthian manner, 
could never be reconciled to the cuftoms of the Romans. 
Caracalla perfifting in his demand, Artabanes at length 
complied with it; fullered him to enter his dominions; 
difpatched orders to his governors to receive and entertain 
him with the utmoft magnificence ; and went out in perfon 
to meet him, as he approached the royal city of Ctefiphon, 
where the nuptials were to be folemnized. Artabanes was 
attended by the chief nobility of the kingdom, and a nu¬ 
merous body of guards, unarmed, and in their gayell attire. 
But Caracalla, abufing the confidence they repofed in him, 
with a treachery hardly to be equalled, gave the fignal to 
his foldiers to fall upon them fword in hand : they obeyed 
the fignal, and made a terrible flaughter of the defencelefs 
multitude. However, the king had the good fortune to 
efcape unhurt. After this infamous exploit, worthy of fuch 
an emperor as Caracalla, i!he cruel and perfidious monfier, 
enraged that Artabanes had efcaped, wreaked his fury on 
all the countries through which he palled on his return to 
Syria, leaving every where difmal monuments of his bar¬ 
barous cruelty, and infatiable avarice d (G). The emperor 
returned from this memorable expedition to Edefia; whence 
he wrote boafting letters to the fenate, pretending that he 
Honoured had fubdued the Parthians, and'reduced all the Eaft. The fe- 
malewl'h nate ’ t ^ 10 U S * 1 informed 0 f what had palled, yet decreed him 
"hc'titUof a triumph, and the title of Parthicus e . 

Part hum. In the following year, when C. Bruttius Fnefens and T. 

Mefiius Extricatus were confuls, a bloody fate at length 
overtook this man of blood. He had often treated as a 

* Herod, lib. iv. p, 551—553. • DiQ, lib. lxviii. p. B81. 

(G) Thus fays Herodian: The fame writer adds, that as 
but Dio Calfius writes, that Ca- the irruption was fudden and 
racalla, upon the Parthkn king’s unexpected, he did not meet 
v refuEng him his daughter, en- with the lead oppoiition, or 
tered his dominions, without even faw the face of an enemy 
"any farther declaration of war; (a). Spartian, indeed, fpeaks 
ravaged great part of Media; of a tumultuary engagement be¬ 
dell rayed feveral cities; took tween the Parthians and Ro- 
Arbela; and there demolilhed mans, in which Caracalla let 
the tombs of the Parthian roo- loofe wild beafis againft the 
narchs, infulting their remains enemy (3}. 
in a molt facrilegious manner. 

(») Dio, lib, lxxviii, p. Ui. (3) Vit, Car. p- 87, 

coward. 
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Coward, and threatened with death Macrinus, captain of 
the guards; beGdes, about this time a foothfayer declared 
publicly in Africa, that Macrinus, and his fon Diadume- 
nus, were deftined to the empire. In confequence of this 
declaration, the foothfayer was immediately fent to Rome, 
where he repeated and maintained the fame prediction be¬ 
fore Maternianus, captain of the city-guards, whom the 
emperor, as he repofed an entire conGdence in him, had 
enjoined to employ all poffible gieans, even the 'deteft- 
able mylteries of magic, in order to difeover whether any 
perfon privately afpired at the empire. Maternianus, there¬ 
fore, wrote immediately to the emperor what he had learned 
of the foothfayer; but the letter being delivered to Julia, 
whom Caracalla had left at Antioch, with full power to 
open and read all his difpatches (for he himfelf was ftill at 
Edefla, where he had pafled the winter), Macrinus, who 
attended the emperor, was acquainted with the contents, 
before Julia could tranfmit them from Antioch to Edefla. 
This intelligence was conveyed to him by Ulpius Julianus, 
his intimate friend, who delivered the letter to a courier 
difpatched from Rome to the court at Edefla f . Macrinus, 
thus informed before the emperor of what Maternianus.had 
written, was fen&ble that he could not ufe too much dif- 
patch S; he immedia!bly gained, with great promifes, two 
brothers, Aurelius NemeGanus and Aurelius Apollinaris, 
both tribunes of the guards ; Julius Martialis, an exempt, 
whom the emperor had prt>voked, by refuGng him the poll 
of a centurion ; Martius Agrippa, the admiral; Rhsr.anus, 
tribune of the fecond legion ; and fevcral others; who put 
their deGgn in execution on the eighth of April of this year 
217, while the emperor was going on horfeback, with a 
fmall retinue, from Edefla to viGt a temple of the Moon at 
Carrhse. Being obliged to flop by the way 011 a prefling 
occaGon, and all his attendants withdrawing, except one 
of the prince’s domeitics, as he was ready to mount again, 
Martialis, unwilling to lofe that opportunity, ran hastily 
to him, gave him fuch a ftab in the throat with his dagger, 
that he expired immediately, and mix^d with the crowd, 
before they were apprifed of the tranfadtion; but when the 
emperor’s death was publicly known, a Scythian, who be¬ 
longed to the guards, obferving Martialis with a*bloody 
dagger in his hand, which in the confuGon he had not the 
precaution to conceal, and thence concluding him to be the 
author of the murder, fhot him through with an arrow. 
Caracalla was killed after he had lived twenty-nine years 

f Dio, lib. Ixxviii. p. S81, t Herod, lib. iv, p. 554- 
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and four months, and reigned fix years,- two months, and 
four days, from the death of his father h (H}. 

The foldiers immediately conveyed the body of the de- 
ceafed prince to Edeffa, and proceeded, even before they 
had performed the funeral obfequies, to the election of a 
new emperor. They were in debate that and the two fol¬ 
lowing days; but, on the fourth, the eleventh of April, and 
the birth-day of Severus, the pretorian guards- at Edefla, 
infli gated by the tribunes 1 , who had been privy to the con- 
fpiracy of Macrinus, declared him emperor; for none but 
his accomplices imagined him to have been acceflary to the 
death of Caracalla, which they afcribed to Martialis alone, 
impelled to the murder through private paffionand revenge. 
Macrinus pretended at firft to decline fuch a heavy burden; 
but was eafily prevailed upon to take it otl his moulders. 
He diftributed, on that occafion, large fums amongft the 
foldiery; made them ample promifes ; and granted a ge¬ 
neral pardon to all perfons accufed of, or condemned for, 
crimes of majelty or high-treafon (1}. rpj lE 

h Dio, p. S91. Herod, p. 556/ 


(H) The authors who lived 
under Caracalla, were Se¬ 
verus Sammonicus, who wrote 
a great number of books, which 
were much admired by Geta; 
and hence Sammonicus was, by 
Caracalla’s order, murdered, 
while he was at fupper (1). 
None of his works have reached 
our times; except fome books 
in Latin verfe on phyfic, and a 
few pallages quoted by Macro- 
bius out of a book in profe, 
which he infctibed to the em- 
peroc'Severus (1). jElius Mau- 
rus, whom Spartian quotes in 
relating the death of Severus 
(3), wrote in the reign of Ca¬ 
racalla, being then very o]d; 
for he had been a Have to Phle- 
gon, the freedman of the em¬ 
peror Adrian (4). Oppian, the 


celebrated Greek poet, lived 
under Antoninus, the fon of 
Domna; that is, under Cara¬ 
calla, the fon of Julia Domna, 
as the himfelf informs us (c), 
and not under Antoninus the 
Philofophei’, as wc read in the 
chronicle of Eufebius and St. 
Jerom (6). 

( 1 ) Herodian writes, that the 
army firft chofe Adventus, Ma- 
crinus’s colleague in the com¬ 
mand of the prwtorian guards, 
who excufed himfelf On account 
of his great age (7). But, ac¬ 
cording to Dio Caflius, Adven¬ 
tus only boafted, that, in re¬ 
gard tofeniority, he had a bet¬ 
ter right to the empire than 
Macrinus, declaring, at the 
fame time, that he willingly 
yielded it to him (8). Adven- 


(1) Car. Vit. p. gis, Sc Get. Vit. p‘. gl. (a) VofT, Poet. Lab 
p, ji, Sc Macrob. Saturn, lib. ii. cap. 11. , (3) Vit, Sev. p. 7 1 - 

(4) Voir. Hill. Lat. ibid. (3) Oppian. de Venat- lib. i. p. 

(6) Eufeb. Ch'rott. p. sir; i». (7) Herod, lib. iv. p. 535- 

(*) Dio, p. 8 j 4 - 

rue 
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The new emperor Opilius, or rather Opelius MacrimiB, Hb Urtk 
was a native of Csefarea in Mauritania, now Algier, and of mdprrfir* 
■ very mean defcent. We are told, that many thingi 
concerning hil birth, his education, and firft employments, 
were invented by his fucceflbr Heliogabalus, and, by his 
orders, inferted in his life. Hence, without regarding what 
we read in Julius Capitolinus, who was ftrangely preju¬ 
diced againft him, we (hall chiefly follow Dio Caflius, 
who flourifhed under him, and feems quite free from all 
perfonal hatred and affe&ion. According to that writer, 
he was a perfon of a mild and humane temper, which gain¬ 
ed him the affections both of the people and foldiery, and 
covered the meannefs of his birth, and firft employments. 

He was pretty well verfed in the laws; a circumftance 
which induced Plautianus to Commit to him the care of his 
eitate, and appoint him his fteward. Afterwards Severn* 
charged him with the care of the polls in Italy; but foon 
after banifhed him, for what tranfgreffion we know not, 
into Africa, where he fupported himfelf by pleading caufeg 
of fmall confequence. He returned to Rome after the death 
of Severus, when Caracalla gave him an employment in the 
treafury, in which he acquitted himfelf fo uprightly, that 
the fame prince named him to fucceed the celebrated Papi- 
nian in the command of flie praitoriari guards. His chief 
province in that office was to decide caufes with the empe¬ 
ror, or in his name; a ta(k which he performed with great 
equity, when Caracalla hirfifeif wa3 not prefentHe mar¬ 
ried Nonia Celfa, ji woman of a very indifferent character, 
and had by her a fon, commonly called by the Latin hifto- 
rians Diadumenus; but by Dio Caflius, Hcrodian, and in 
moft inferiptions, Diadumenianus k . With the empire he 
took the names of Severus and Aurelius, which are ftill to 
be feen on feveral of his medals : but on none appears that 
of Antoninus; whence we conclude Capitolinus to have 
been miflaken in giving him that appellation. Before he 
left Edeffa, he caufed the body of Caracalla to be burnt widk 
the ufual folemnity, and fent his a flies, inclofed in an urn, 

• • 

1 Dio, lib. Ixxriii. p. 891, 89].' * Herod, p, 566. Goitx, p. 100. 

m 

tus was an excellent com- read (9). However, fflacrinu* 
mander, but altogether unqua- created him ienttor, appointed 
lified for a ftatefman; exceed- him governor of Rome, and tbp 
ing old, no lefs meanly bom following year chofe him for hie 
than Macrinue, and fo illite- colleague an the confulfl^p. 
rate, that he could not even 
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to his mother Julia, at Antioch, who, refolving not to out¬ 
live him, efpecially after Macrinus had ordered her to leave 
that city, on account of her bitter inve£tives againlt him, 
and her private intrigues, in order to feize the empire, ef- 
fedted her own death by abflaining from all food. Her body 
was fent to Rome, and depoflted in the tomb of Caius and 
Lucius Czfars, the grandfons of Auguftus, and conveyed 
afterwards by her filler Marfa to the maufoleum of Adrian 
Macrinus was no fooner declared emperor, than he fent 
for his fon Diadumenus, who was at Antioch. The fol- 
diers who attended him, and were entirely attached to Ma¬ 
crinus,. gave him, of their own motion, purfuant to their 
private in(tru£lions, the title of Csefar; which, upon his 
arrival at Edefia, was confirmed by the whole army, his 
father giving, on that occ&fion, another bounty to the 
foldiery. The new prince acquainted the fenate immediate¬ 
ly with the death of Caracalla, and his'accelGon to the em¬ 
pire, by a letter, in which he fpohe with great referve of 
the deceafed emperor, neither commending nor cenfuring 
him : he only faid, that^fince the deltiny which he feemed 
to have deferved had at length overtaken him, and the army 
had railed him to the fupreme command, he would acknow- 
lege himfelf indebted to the fenate alone for the empire, if 
they thought fit to confirm that t&oiclii. Though the fenate 
had heard before news of the death of Caracalla, yet, ap¬ 
prehending it to be only a falfe report, they had carefully 
concealed their fentiments; but" being now allured of the 
truth by Macrinus’s letters, they loaded i him with dreadful 
curfes ; ordered all his gold and filver ftatues to be melted 
down, his name to be erafed from all inferiptions; annulled 
his atls; and declared his memory infamous, flyling him 
no longer Antoninus, but Baflianus, Caracalla, and Taran- 
tus, which was the name of a little, deformed, and cruel 
gladiator” 1 . They were fo tranfported with joy in finding 
themfelves delivered from the tyranny of Caracalla, that, 
overlooking the meannefs of Macrinus’s birth, they declar¬ 
ed him emperor without the lead hefitation, heaping upon 
him all the honours which they hjd ever conferred upon 
any prince. His family was ranked among the patrician 
families, his fon proclaimed Caefar, and his wife, Nonia 
Celfa, honoured with the title of Augufla. In their anfwer 
to his letter, they earneftly intreated him to puipfh, accord¬ 
ing to their deferts, the miniiters of the late tyrant, and to 
extirpate the whole tribe of informers. Macrinus complied, 
in fome degree, with their requeft; for he differed them to 

1 Dio, lib. luviii. p- 899. <“ Idem, p. 89s. 
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condemn, not to death, hut to banifhment, three fenators, 
and many others of an inferior rank ; and ordered all the 
{laves and frcedmen, who had informed againlt their mi- 
fters or patrons, to be crucified. 

The emperor in the mean time, leaving EdeiTa, led his 
army to Antioch ; and there, in the prefence of all his 
troops, gave his fon the name of Antoninus; a name highly 
revered, and, in a manner, adored by the foldiery n . On 
this occafion the whole army loudly demanded the deifica¬ 
tion of Caracalla; a demand which greatly furprifed Ma- 
crinus, who, neverthelefs, was forced to comply with it, and 
order the fenate to rank among the gods one whom he Caraca/U 
himfelf had caufed to be murdered, and who was defervedly 
detefted by all, except the foldiery, as a profefled foe to the 
human race, a monlter gorged with blood, a parricide, and 
the moll: inhuman tyrant that ever difgraced a diadem. The 
fenate, purfuant to the emperor’s mandate, immediately 
decreed him divine honours, a temple, altars, priefts, fa- 
crifices, and all the apparatus of divinity. The emperor 
was even obliged to caufe Aurelifnus to be condemned and 
executed, for having privately removed fome of the deceas¬ 
ed emperor’s liatues °; fo oppreffive was the authority which 
the army had, by degrees, ufurped both over the fenate 
and prince. 

During thefe tranfaflions at Antioch and Rome, Arta- Th Par- 
bancs, king of the Partitions, having affembled a powerful , ^ an war ‘ 
army, advanced with a defign to'invade the Roman terri¬ 
tories, and retaliate the injuries he had received. Macrinus, 
induced partly by his natural timidity (for he was not a 
man of courage), and partly by motives of juftice and 
equity, endeavoured to appeafe him, by releafing all the 
prifoners taken by Caracalla, and fending ambalfadors to 
propofe a peace, on terms equally honourable to both na¬ 
tions ; but Artabanes declaring that he would liften to no 
propofals, unlefs the Romans engaged, as a preliminary, to 
rebuild all the cities they had deftroycd, to give up fflefo- 
potamia, and to pay an immenfe fum, to be employed it} 
repairing the tombs of the Parthian ^monarchs defaced by 
Caracalla, and making good the Ioffes his fubje&s had fuf-* 
tained by the late unjuft invafio'n, Macrinus, alhamed to 
comply with filch high demands, took the field, and met 
the enemy in the neighbourhood of Nifibis. But the Ro- 73, p„. 
mails, enervated under Caracalla by an idle and effeminate moat tit¬ 
bit, were overcome in two engagements; infomuch that ftottd. 
Macrinus, not daring to venture a third, fent rich prefents 
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for Artabinet, and all the grandees of his court; and by 
JAacrinus thefe means'tobtained a peace, which coll him, according to 
concludes a our hiilorian, fifty millions of drachmas. However, the 
place with f enate decreed him the furname of Parthicus, which he 
\hitnu~ accepted, as appears from fome of his medals p ; but declin¬ 
ed the triumph, which was decreed him at the fame times- 
and Ar. Macrinus appeafed the Armenians, whom Caracalla had 
mtaiant, likewife provoked, by reiloring their king Tiridate3 to the 
Rrjhrti throne, together with thbfe lands which they had formerly 
7,ndattste pofleffed in Cappadocia. Capitolinus {peaks of a war with 
the throne the people of Arabia, in which Macrinus fignalized his cou- 
Armenia. ra g Cj an d was attended with great fuccefs'; but of this rup- 
* u ‘ ture no mention is made by any other hiilorian. Macrinus, 
having concluded a peace both with the Parthians and Ar¬ 
menians, returned to Antioch"; and, by means of many ex¬ 
cellent laws, endeavoured to reform the abufes which had 
prevailed in the reign of his predecdfor. He declared all 
the refcripts and deciGons of the emperors null and void, 
unlefs they were found agreeable to the ancient and known 
laws of Rome, faying, ittwas {hameful that the caprices of 
a Commodus, or a Caracalla, (hould have the force of 
Macrinufj Jaws. He punched crimes with great feverity. When any 
fiverity a- peefons. whatever their rank, were qonvi£led of adultery, 

* he caufed the delinquents to be'tied together; and, thus 
bound, to be burnt alive. He obliged fugitive Haves to fight 
like gladiators : fometimes he ordered criminals to be ihut 
up, and ftarved to death. He deprived of life fuch infor¬ 
mers as could not make good their accufaCions ; when they 
did, they had the ufuil reward, that 'Is, the fourth part of 
the criminal’s eft ate; whence they were called quadrupla- 
tares ; but at the fame time Macrinus declared them in¬ 
famous. He diveiled the inhabitants of Pergamus of all 
the privileges lately granted them by Caracalla, and ap¬ 
pointed Dio Ci&us the hiilorian governor of that city, and 
An inflance of Smyrna *. A confpiracy being difeovered againft him, 
•fhii tie- j, e pinifhed fome of the authors of the plot ; but pardoned 
Arbianus, Thuftus, and GelHus, of whom the former is 
ftyled duke of Armenia, and the two latter lieutenants of 
t Alia and Arabia he even continued them in their employ¬ 
ments, hoping to gain their attachment by clemency. We 
are told by Capitolinus, that Diadumenus wrote on this ®e- 
cafion to his father, and likewife to the emprefs his mother, 
complaining of the indulgence which the emperor had 
{hewn, and begging that they might he executed without 

p Norii. de Dio. p. 19. q Dio, lib. lxxviii. p. goo. » Vit. 
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mercy'- Bj* we ctnxioj perfuade ourfelycs, that Diadn- 
n^np$, then oijly pine 91 ten years old, wa* capable of 
writing Qteh letters. . 

yfe h?ye ffiiherto teen nothing in Macrmos to condemn: Raifn i*fy 
tofvever, he was not with,out his faults } for he deprived frjcaj if 
thofc whp were nobly h°ru of their employments, and 
afterwards railed to the higheft pofts perfons of his own J m 
condition, though in general void of all merit. Thus he 
appointed Advcptus, ,ojF whom we have fpoken before, go¬ 
vernor of Rome, and prince of the fenate, even before he 
was a fenator, though altogether unequal to that high office, 
fie recalled from the government of Pannonia and Dacia, 

Sabinus and Caftinus, men of merit and diftin&ion. He 
feat Marcius Agrippa, a manumitted Have, formerly ba- 
niffied by Seveius for .treasonable praftices, to fucceed the 
former , and fubftituted Decius Triccianus, a man of no 
rank, in the room of the latter. He puniflied the leaft 
tranfgreffion or negleft of duty in the foldiers, with fuch 
feverity, that inftead of Macrinus, he was called by them 
Macellinus, from the word maceyum, fignifying Jhambles. 

In the reign of Caracalla, they had been quartered in the 
cities, where they indulged themfelves with impunity in all 
manner of ljcenuoiufnefs; but Macrinus obliged them to 
live under tents in tffe fields, and would not fuffer them to 
approach or enter any city, in order to inure them to a re¬ 
gular and military life. This hardlhip they could not en- Htdifib- 
dpre, cfpecially as the efiiperar himfelf indulged in plea- tiget the 
fures at Antiochj.while they in the field often wanted ne- fildien 
ceflarics. Thcy .therrfqre began to regret the lofs of Cara- fatfivi- 
calla, to hate the very name of Macrinus, and publicly to rlt y m 
reproach him with the meannefs of his birth, and former 
life. At the fame time they were acquainted, that he had 
beep the chief author of the murder of Caracalla j an in¬ 
formation which incenfed them again ft him to fuch a de¬ 
gree, that they only wanted a favourable opportunity to re¬ 
volt from Macrinus, and appoint another emperor in his 
room ; aftep which they took accordingly in the following 
year, yvhen Macrinus and Aventus were confuls. 

This revolution was effe&ed by the contrivance and arti- ^ confpi- 
fices of Maefa, fiftcr to the late emprcCs Julia, a woman of 
great cunning, dexterity, experience, and courage. She had 
lived at court with her After during the reigns of Severus 
,and Caracalla, and had acquired great knowiege of affairs, 
fts well as immenfe wealth ; which Macrinus fnffered her 
to enjoy after the murder of Caracalla, but ordered her to 

1 Diad. Vit. p, iso. 
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quit the court, and retire to Emefa in Phoenicia, her native 
city. She Rad two daughters; namely, Julia Soemis, or 
Soemias, and Julia Mamsea. Each of thefe had a fon. 
Julia Soemis was the mother of Varius Avitus Baflianus j 
and Alexianus was the fon of Julia Mahitea. When Maefa 
retired to Emefa, fhe took her two grandfons with her, 
Avitus being then thirteen years, and Alexianus only nine j 
and cauferi them both to be confecrated to the Sun, the 
chief deity of the inhabitants of Emefa, who had eretted 
a (lately temple to him, under the name of Eleagabalus. 
Baflianus, the eldelt of the two, was appointed pontiff of 
that deity, and thence called Eleagabalus, or, as he is com¬ 
monly (lyled by hiltorians, Heliogabalus *; for his name 
has occafioned great difputcs among the learned. As the 
temple of the Sun was at a (mall diltance from Macrinus’s 
camp, the Roman foldiers going frequently to vifit the 
deity of the place, were very much charmed with the come- 
linefs of the young pontiff, who was tall and genteel, well- 
(haped, and had fumething in his air and looks extremely 
gracious and plealing. Waefa, obferving her grandfon thus 
admired by the foldiery, refolved to improve the opportu¬ 
nity, pretending, that Heliogabalus was the fon of Cara- 
calia ; that (he poffeffed immenfe treasures, and would wil¬ 
lingly enrich fuch as (hould efpoufe the eaufe of the de- 
ceafed emperor’s fon. The foldiers, who were encamped 
in the neighbourhood of Emefa, believing Heliogabalus to 
be the real fon of Caracalla, an cl allured by the great pro- 
' mifes of M®fa, invited her with her grandfon to their camp; 
Htliogaba- and, upon their arrival, proclaimed Heliogabalus emperor, 
lus it by by the name of M. Aurelius Antoninus, and invelled him 
fmcprt, with all the enfigns of fovereignty w . 
imytror. Macrinus, who was then at Antioch, inflead of march¬ 
ing in perfon to quaili the revolt at once, as he might have 
eafily done, contented himfelf with fending Ulpius Julia— 
pus, one of the captains of the guards, with fome troops, 
agaifill the mutineers, Julianus attacked their camp with 
great refolution, and might have made himfelf mailer of it 
the very firft day, the foldiers under his command being 
moftly Moors, and confe^uently greatly attached to Macri¬ 
nus thejr countryman ; but Julianus checking their ardour, 
and putting off the affault to the next day, in hopes the 
revolters would in the mean time fubmit, they raifed hew 
works during the night; fuitained the affault next morning 
with great refolution; and, by (hewing Heliogabalus oh 

» Herod, lib, v. p. 561. Dio, in Excerpt. Val. p, in. Macr. 
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the ramparts, and with him the treafures they had received 
from Mxfa, induced the Romans under Jidianus, and 
highly incenfed againft Macrinus, to murder their own offi¬ 
cers, and join them. Julianus immediately fled, and lay 
for fome time concealed; but being at length difcovered, 
one of the foldiers ftruck off his head, and carried it to the 
emperor, wrapped up in a linen cloth, and fealed with Ju- 
lianus’s own feal, pretending it to be that of Heliogabalus ■, 
and made his efcape while the emperor was unfolding it. 
Macrinus concluding that he had been betrayed and defeat¬ 
ed, haftened to the camp of the Albanians, that is, of the 
foldiers who had their fixed quarters at Alba, and were 
then encamped in the neighbourhood of Apamca; ac¬ 
quainted them in a very injudicious fpeech with the revolt 
of the troops near Emefa; declared Heliogabalus, his cou- 
fin Alcxianus, both their mothers, and their grandmother 
Msefa, public enemies ; and proclaimed his fon, Diadu- Maerinm 
menus, Auguftus, and his partner in the empire, promifing, 
on that occafion, to each foldier five thoufand drachmas, 
and paying them of thatfum oneShoufand on the fpot. At emftrer. 
the fame time he informed the fenate of the revolt of the 
troops, and the promotion of his fon, and enjoined them 
to promife to the pqpple, in his name, one hundred and 
fifty drachmas a man. Tne fenate, by whom Macrinus was 
greatly revered, confirmed the title of Auguftus td his fon, 
and declared Heliogabalus a public enemy. 

From Apamea the emperor returned to Antioch, inftead Moft >/ 
of marching without del^y, againft the rebels at Emefa; the troy, 
which city was but at a frnall diftance. He was fcarce rOTM *- 
gone, when the Albanians, and the other troops encamped 
in that neighbourhood, declared for Heliogabalus, who ad¬ 
vanced to Antioch, to attack Macrinus, before he had time 
to affemble his other forces. The emperor, upon the news 
of his approach, marched out of the city at the head of 
th® prxtorian bands ; and £he two armies meeting on the 
confines of Syria and Phoenicia, a bloody engagement en- 
fued, in which the troops of Heliogabalus, after a long and 
vigorous refiftance, began to give ground ; but were brought 
back to the charge by Mxfa, Soemis, the mothet of Helio- ( 
gabalus, and by Heliogabalus Aimfelf, who fign^lized his 
valour on that occafion in a very eminent manner. The 
fight being thus renewed, Macrinus, being naturally timo¬ 
rous, fled, when he faw the troops of Heliogabalus return 
to the charge. The praetorian guards kept their ground, 
even after his flight, till Heliogabalus affured them upon 
his oath, that they Ihould not be difeharged, but fliould 
enjoy under him all the privileges and exemptions which 
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had beefi granted them by other emperors t then they de- 
clarcd for him, as the other troops had already done *. 
Mauritius retired to Aniioch, and there publtfhijig that he 
bad gained a complete victory, ordered his Ton to (belter 
bimlclf in the country of the Parthians ; and before the 
news of his defeat were publicly known, fled himfelf in 
dtfgmfe, taking with him letters for thofe who had care of 
the pods, pretending that he had been fent by the emperor 
upon fome important affair that required difpatch. Thus 
be croffed undifeovered the provinces of Cilicia, Cappado¬ 
cia, Galatia, and Bithynia. To avoid Niconiedia, he em¬ 
barked at a port in the neighbourhood of that city, called 
Eribolus, with a deGgn to go by fea to Chalcedon, and from 
thence to crofs over to Byzantium; but being driven back 
by contrary winds to Chalcedon, when he was upon the 
point of landing at Byzantium, he was unfortunately taken 
ill, and difeovered by thofe whom Heliogabalus had fent tp 
pnrfue him. 

^ r ' •^ ie fuldiers, to whofe cuftody be was committed, put 

y66. km, into a chariot, in onfor to carry him to Heliogabalus; 
u! C. 066. lut " e . vln 8 thrown himfelf out of the carriage, when 
________ he was informed that his fon too had been taken, and by 

Both ht tbe faU broken his (houlder-bone, the foldiers put an end to 
mtidhij [on his pain and life, by cutting off B.s head ; which they car- 
f„ " ne ^ to Heliogabalus, who ordered it to be expofed on the 
u dtath- Poiotofafpearr. Such was the end of Macrinus, in the 
fifty-fourth year of his age, after he had reigned near 
four months. His fon Diadumenus wag afterwards pub¬ 
licly executed by the new emperor’s order, as a com¬ 
mon malefaftor, and his head carried about, with that of 
his father, on the point of a fpear. Baiilianus, governor 
of Egypt, and Marius Second us, governor of Phoenicia, re- 
fufed to acknowlege Heliogabalus, even after the death of 
Macrinus; which refufal occafioned feveral feditions in 
thofe countries, in one of which great numbers of the 
peopis and foldiery were killed, and among the reft Se- 
cuadus himfelf. BaGlianus fled to Italy, and remained 
fome time concealed in the neighbourhood of BrunduGum; 
,but was at length betrayed by one of his old friends, to 
whom he had written foritlief, and by Heliogabalus’s order 
executed at Nicomedia, where that prince paged the firft 
winter after his aoceflion to the empire *. 

^Heliogabalus, immediately after the defeat and flight of 
Mjcojus, entored Antioch, and from thence wrote to the 
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fcnate, acquainting them with the defeat of Macrinus, and Htlu?a- 
hit aceeliion to the empire, promifing to conform to the talus «- 
excellent inftitutiona of Aaguftus and M. Aurelim, and 
to do nothing without their advice and approbation. How- ‘^t/tnaiu. 
ever, as he ftyled himfclf Auguftus, the fon of Antoninus, 
that is, of Caracalla, and the grandfon of Severus, and like- 
wife affumed the proconfular and tribunicial power, and 
the title* of Happy and Pious, before they had been con¬ 
ferred upon him by the fenate, h're letter occafiotied a ge¬ 
neral confternation in the city : neverthelefs they confirmed 
all the titles he had affumed j declared Macrinus a public 
enemy, and honoured both Miefa and Socemis with the 
title of Auguftse. Thus was Varius Avitus Bafftanus, com¬ 
monly known in hiftory by the name of Heliogabaius, raifed 
to the empire. He was the built profligate, impious, in- His cka- 
human, effeminate, and prodigal tyrant that ever difgraced raCltT - 
a diadem. His grandmother Maefa, a woman of great 
parts and experience, afhamed of hie fcandalous and unac¬ 
countable conduff, endeavoured to the utmoft of her power 
to keep him within fome bounds f but he, utterly defpifing 
her, only attended to the wicked counfels of his mother 
Soemis, and of fuch as flattered him in his crimes. Hence 
he may be truly faid Jo have exceeded Nero himfelf in cru¬ 
elty, Caligula in prodigality, and the mod abandoned 
princes, who reigned either before or after him, in all 
manner of lewdnefs and debauchery. He did not reign 
full four years, and in thaf (hort time married fix wives (K). 

But his frequent marriages and divorces did not give fo His mm- 
much offence, as his fcandalous lewdnefs and debaucheries, 

He turned the imperial palace into a brothel, filling it with 


(KL) His firfl wife was Julia 
Cornelia Paula, a lady of an 
irreproachable chara£ter, and 
fprung from two of the molt 
illuftrmus families in Rome; 
but he foon after divorced her, 
and ftripped her of the title of 
Augufta, and all the other ho¬ 
nours he had conferred upon 
her. He then married Julia 
Aquilia Severe, a Veftal virgin, 
which was accounted by the 
Romans an enormous crime; 
but foon divorced her to marry 
Annia Eauftina, the grand¬ 


daughter of the emperor M. 
Aurelius, though already wed¬ 
ded to Pomponius Baflus, whom 
he caufed to be murdered. Fau- 
ftina, and three others, jprhofie 
names are unknown, were in a 
(hort time obliged to give room 
to Aqu’lia Severn the Veftal, 
whom he admitted again to his" 
bed, faying, that he hoped, 
as fhe was a prieftefs, and he 
a prieft, to have by her an ofT- 
fpring worthy of the immortal 
gods (j). 


( 1 ) Dio, lib. lxxix.p. j**- Hemd.p-5 f ** 
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fuch numbers of prollitutes, for the conveniency, he laid, 
of his friends and favourites, that it feemed a city, fays He- 
rodian, inhabited only by lewd women. With them, and 
his infamous companions, he paffed the greateft part of 
his time, abandoning himfelf to the moft fcandalous and 
unnatural practices. He often alfembled them in one of 
the halls of the palace; appeared.among them in the ap¬ 
parel, and with the air, of a proflitute; encouraged them 
in formal harangues to rejedt all modefty, fhake off all re- 
ftraints, and make it their whole ftudy to devife new me¬ 
thods of fatisfying their lullful appetites. In his fpeeches 
he addreffed them with the title of commilitones, fcllo'w- 
ftIdlers \ and indeed they were the only foldiers worthy of 
fuch a general. After fnme time he drove many of the 
debauched women out of thd? palace, and took catamites in 
their room ; for he was himfelf of that infamous tribe, 
having been publicly married firft to Aurelius Zoticus, one 
of his officers, and afterwards to Hierocles, a Have. He 
was not alhamed to fatisfy his moil infamous and unna¬ 
tural lulls in public, in she face of the fun, and the whole 
Ronnn people, putting thereby out of countenance even 
the moll profligate amongft his debauched companions. 
But to dwell on fuch abominable feepes of impurity is be¬ 
neath the dignity of an hiftorian/ and only worthy of fuch 
a biographer as /Klius I.ampridius, who feems to take par¬ 
ticular delight in deferibing the deteltable pollutions and 
abominations of this lewd monrter. 

Hhprodi- His prodigality was as boundlefs as hir lull; for, in the 
taiuj. Ihort period of his reign, he is faid to have reduced almoll 
to beggary all the fubjerSs of the empire, and to have left 
at his death the treafury entirely exhaufted. He fuftcred 
nothing to appear at his table, but what was brought from 
the moft diflant countries at an immenfe charge. His pa¬ 
lace, his chambers, and his beds, were all furnilhed with 
cloth of gold. When he went abroad, all the way between 
his ahamber, and the place where his chariot waited for 
him, was ftrewed with gold-dull; for he thought it be¬ 
neath him to tread upon the ground.like other men. All 
his tables, chefts, chairs, and fuch veflels as were de- 
ftined f^r the meaneft ufeS, were of pure gold. Though his 
cloaths were exceeding coftly, and ornamented with jewels 
and precious Hones, yec he is faid never to have worn one 
fuit twice, nor ever to have put on again a ring which he 
had once ufed He was conllantly ferved in gold-plate; 
but every night, after fupper, prefented to his guefts and 
attendants what had been ufed that day. He often diftri- 
buted among the people and foldiery, not only corn and 

money, 
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money, as other emperors had done, but gold and filver- 
plate, precious Hones, and tickets, intitling them to im- 
menfe fums, which were immediately paid. He caulcd 
his fifli-ponds to be filled with water diddled from rofes, 
and the naumachia, where fea-fights were exhibited, with 
wine. His rooms, tables, couches, and galleries, where he 
walked, were daily ftrewed with rofes, lilies, and all forts of 
flowers. His banquets and entertainments were expenfive 
almofl beyond belief, his favourite dillies being tongues of 
peacocks and nightingales, and the brains of parrots and 
pheafants. He fed iiis dogs with the livers of geefe, his 
horfes with raifins, and his lions and other wild hearts 
with partridges and pheafants. In fhort, the whole wealth 
of the Roman empire was fcarce fuificient, fays Herodian, 
to fupply the extravagance of^me man *. As for his unac¬ 
countable follies, we refer our readers to Lampridius, who 
relates them at length with all their circumrtances. 

Heliogabaius, before he left Syria, commanded feveral 
perfons, both in the Eaft, and at Rome, to be put to death b . 
From Syria the new emperor matched to Nicomedia in Ui- 
thynia, where he palled the winter, aud exhibited many 
frelh iuftances of his cruel and inhuman temper, caufing, 
befides many others, one Gannys to be murdered, for ad- 
vifing him in a friendly* manner to abandon his former 
vices, and behave like a Roman emperor. Gannys was 
one of Maefa’s domeftics, but fo highly favoured by Helioga- 
balus, on account of his fidelity, and the zeal he had lhewn 
in his caufe, that,he defigned to marry his mother to him, 
and declare him Crefar. However, his prefuming to find 
fault with his vices provoked the emperor to fuch a degree, 
that he ordered Gannys to be executed upon the fpot, and 
gave him with his own hand the firftblow c . 

In the beginning of the following year, Heliogabaius en¬ 
tered upon his firu confullhip, having for his colleague one 
Sacerdos, of whom we find no farther mention in hiftory. 
Early in the fpring the emperor fet out for Rome, where 
he w-as received both by the people and fenate with great 
demonftrations of juy, though no one doubted but he 
would prove a fecond Nero or Caligula. Next day he went 
to the fenate, and taking with hftn his grandmothy placed 
her next to the confuls, ordered her name to be enrol ed 
among thofe of the other fenators, and appointed that ihe 
fhould vote as the reft, and be consulted in all matters of 
importance. For his mother Soemis he inftituted a fenate, 

•Herod. pj«9. Vit.HelioB.pio*. * Dio, lib. hew*, 

p. <= Dio in Excerpt. Val, p. 
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confiding only of women, and declared her their head or 
prefident. *fheir consultations, debates, and decrees, turn¬ 
ed upon the drefs and apparel of the Homan matrons, their 
ranks and dignities, their vifits, ceremonies, and other im- 
Yr. of FI. portant matters of the like nature *. The emperor himfelf 
*567. was not employed in affairs of greater moment, being 
A. D. xig. w h 0 Hy fcfcen up j n e ftablifhing the worlhip of his favou- 
' 9 7 ‘ rite deity. He erefted a magnificent temple, worfhipped 
Eflablijbes him with ceremonies never before praftifed at Rome, pre¬ 
fer Ivor- ferred him even to Jupiter, and to all the other gods of 
flip 9 f tht the Romans, who, he faid, were but the ^Servants of his 
Vatm'jj S od * an ^ declared, that he would fuffer no other divinity 

* to be adored at Rome, or elfewhere, but Eleagabalus. With 

this view he prophaned all other temples, (tripped them of 
their ornaments, and attempted to convey into the temple 
of his own god the perpetual fire of Vena, the ltatue of 
Cybele, the bucklers of Mars, the palladium brought from 
Troy, as was fuppofed, by tineas, and whatever elfe was 
regarded by the Romans as moft facred. From Carthage 
he ordered the goddefs Coeleftis to be brought to Rome, 
and with her all the rich ornaments belonging to her tem¬ 
ple, married her to Eleagabalus, and caufea the nuptials 
of the two deities to be celebrated with great pomp and fo- 
lcmnity c (L), ' r r 

In the following year Heliogabalus entered upon his fs- 
cond confulfhip, having for his colleague Eutychianus, an 
imperial freedman, and a celebrated buffoon, whence he 
was furnumed Comazon, which, in the Creek tongue fig- 

* Hcliog. Vit. p. IBI, ioj, 106, e Herod, fib. v. p, .6*. 

Dio, lib. Ixxix. p 911. 

(L) Dio Caffius tells us, that palmed by the minifters of his 
in honour of his god, he ab- cruelty, difperfed all over Italy 
Rained from hoes-flefh, and for that purpofe (a). DioCaf- 
caufed himfelf to be circumcif- fius obferves, that he caufed 
edfif; and Herodian fays, he fieveral illuftrious perfon. to be 
erected another magnificent inhumanly murdered thii year t 
tempk for him in the aountry, and, among the reft, Seiui Ca- 
whither he conveyed him every rue, Valenanui Perea, Silius 
year in the beginning of the MeflaU, and Pomponius Baftus, 
fumroer.* The fame author all fenaton of great diftindtion, 
adds, that betides many other for no other crime than hav- 
viftims, he facrificed children ing (hewn an averfion to his 
to him, moftlv fprung from no- conduft (jJ. 

Me families, and privately tre- 


He\io D 'v“‘ n - Ex - erpt - - WHerod.lib. v.p. S 6S, 
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nififcs VMZ&iJh or gay. He had greatly contributed to the 
rife of Heliogabalus j for, at his mitigation, *the troops 
near Emefa had declared for him ; on which account the 
emperor immediately appointed him captain of the guards, 
and conferred upon him the confular ornaments. This 
year he honoured him with the confular dignity; and 
when his confulfhip expired, appointed him governor of 
Rome f . Next year, when Gratus Sabinianus and Seleucus 
were confuls, Msefa, forefeeing that the Romans could not 
long endure fuch a prince as Heliogabalus, prevailed upon 
him to adopt his coufin A'lexianus, and declare him C<efar, 
though at that time only twelve, or, at molt, thirteen years 
old. The ceremony was performed with extraordinary 
pomp, and the young prince took the names of Alexander 
and Severus; the former front the king of Macedon, and 
the latter from the emperor, his fuppofed grandfather *. 
Heliogabalus treated him at firft in a very friendly and 
kind manner, hoping to draw him over to his lewd courfe3 j 
but finding that the excellent youth could not be induced 
to follow his example, and that lw was more beloved both 
by the people and foldiery than himfelf, he began to repent 
his having adopted him, and gave private orders to thofe 
who were trufted with the care of his education, to dil- 
patch him. But all tiTeir %ttempts being rendered abortive, 
by the care and circumfpe&ion of Mamaea, mother to the 
young prince, and of his grandmother Msefa, who betrayed 
all the emperor's fecrets/Heliogabalus, tranfported with 
rage, ordered the fenate to degrade Alexianus from the 
dignity of Caffar, and annul the late adoption. At the fame 
time he difpatched alfaffins to murder him; and, retiring 
to an old pdlace on Mount Efquilin, waited till newslhould 
be brought him of his death. But in the mean time, the 
praetorian guards, apprifed of the danger that threatened 
the young prince, flew to the palace, and would have put 
the emperor himfelf to death, had he not gained them by 
prodigious promts, abandoned to their rage all h.s.de- 
Eiuched companions, and fuch as were deemed enemies to 
Alexander ; and folemnly declared, that he deligned for 
the future to lead a different life, and to redrefs all the 
grievances of which, he faid, thtfy had but too much fea- 

f ° Next yew he entered upon his third confuHhip, and pre¬ 
tending t D be reconciled to Alexander, chofe him for his 
colleague , but being determined, at all events, notwith- 
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{landing his late proteftations, to rid himfelf of fo trouble* 
fome a rival, in the firit place, he ordered all the fenators to 
quit the city, left they ihould fruftrate his defigns j and 
then, caufing Alexander to be ihut up in the palace, gave 
out, that he was fuddenly taken ill, and almoft pad re¬ 
covery. This report he circulated in order to difcover the 
difpofition of the foldiery; who no fooner heard it, than 
they flew to arms, and demanded to fee Alexander. The 
young prince was accordingly brought to them, and by the 
emperor himfelf conducted to the camp, where be was re¬ 
ceived with the greateft demonftrations of joy, while no 
one took the leaft notice of Heliogabalus; a circumftance 
which provoked the tyrant to fuch a degree, that he order¬ 
ed thofe who had applauded Alexander to be punilhed as 
traitors. But the reft, refctdng them out of the hands of 
the executioners, crouded about the emperor, uttering 
dreadful menaces; which fo terrified him, that he attempt¬ 
ed to fave himfelf by flight, thofe who attended him to 
the camp endeavouring to difperfe the multitude. A quarrel 
enfued between the partisans of the two princes, in which 
thofe who favoured Heliogabalus were foon defeated, and 
cut in pieces, with Hierocles, that prince’s chief favourite, 
the captains of the guards, and all the minifters who at¬ 
tended him. The emperor himfelf Withdrew, during the 
couteft, into the moil filthy place of the camp, and confe- 
quently the moil worthy of him, where he was foon dis¬ 
covered, and murdered by the Enraged foldiery, together 
with his mother Soemis, who had retire^ thither with him, 
and held him the whole time in her arms. Both their heads 
were ftruck off; and after their bodies were ignominioufly 
dragged through the city, and moil outrageoufly infulted 
by the populace, that of Heliogabalus was, with a great 
weight fattened to it, thrown from the ALmilian bridge 
into the Tiber*. Such was the deferved end of Hclioga- 
balus, the moil wicked and moil debauched of all the Ro¬ 
maic emperors, in the eighteenth year of his age, after he 
had reigned three years, nine months, and four days. 
The fenate caufed the name of Antoninus, which he had 
illumed and difgraced with his lewd life, to be erafed from 
the puttie regifters, and at! inferipdons ; and palled a decree, 
excluding for ever women from the fenate, and loading 
with cuifes fuch aB ihould for the future attempt to tranf- 
grefs this law. 

Upon the death of Heliogabalus, his coufin Alexander, 
then in the fourteenth year of his age, was proclaimed em- 

1 Herod, p. {73. Heliog. Vlt. p. 106. 
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peror by the foldiery, and conduced from the camp to the 
fenate, where he was received with all poflibli! dcmonftra- 
tions of joy, and honoured with the titles of Auguftus, of 
Father of his Country, and all the other marks of riiftinc- 
tion peculiar to the imperial dignity. At the fame time 
they offered him the name of Antoninus, and the furname 
of Great; but he modeftly declined them both. He was 
the fon of Julia Mamxa, or Mammaea, and of Genefius 
Mardanus, a Syrian. He was a native of the city of Acra 
in Phoenicia, and born, according to Lampridius \ in a 
temple confecrated to Alexander the Great; whence, upon 
his being adopted by Hcliogabalus, he took the name of 
Alexander. His former name was Baffianus, according to 
Dio Caffius; but, if we follow Herodian, Alexianus, his 
grandfather’s nantc. His father dying when he was very 
young, his mother brought him up with great care, em¬ 
ploying only fuch perfons to inftruft him as were equally 
renowned for their probity and learning. He applied hirn- 
felf from his infancy to the ftudy of the Greek and Latin 
tongues, and was as well verfed ia the former as any man 
of his age ; but his improvement in the latter was not fo 
great, as appeared from his fpeeches to the fenate, to the 
foldiery, and to the people 1 ; neither did he admire the La¬ 
tin eloquence fo much as the Greek. He was well (killed in 
all the other branches of polite learning, and had made great 
progrefs in the arts of painting, finging, and playing upon 
inflruments. From his infancy he gave innumerable m- 
ftances of a moft. mild, humane, and generous temper; 
fhewed an utter averfion to bloodfhed, and all manner of 
cruelty; and made it his chief ftudy to pleafe and oblige, 
not only his parents and relations, but even hisi domeftics. 

As he paid an entire deference to his- mother Maimo, 
and grandmother Mvefa, both women of great expenence 
and extraordinary parts, at their defire he chore, as foon 
as he was raifed to the empire, fixteen fenators for h» 
council, all men of known integrity, and long ex P er ‘^J 
in public affairs. The refpefl he paid to his 
fo great, that Herodian reckons it among his faults, for 
though he was himfelf a man ofextraordnaary » “*** 
fuch difeernment and penetration, fays 
no one ever deceived him, yet he ccinftan y P . build- 
opinion to his own ». He gave her nameto J 
inzs which they ftill retained in the fourth century , 

honoured with the titles of AnjitHs. «t 

S Vit. Ale*. P-II4- Mbid. toll,. ■ Ifcred. bb. n. 
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Mother of her Country, of the Armies, and of the Senate, 
which had (been formerly conferred on Julia, the wife of 
Alexander Severus As Mam<ea profeffed, in all likelihood, the 
Chriltian religion, no wonder that Alexander fhewed great 
c rijtianj. £ n( j u ]g cnce t0 the Chriltians, and would not fuffer them to 
be profecuted on account of their religious tenets. He 
feems to have been well acquainted with the morals of the 
Chriltian religion ; for he had conitantly in his mouth that 
golden rule, “ Do as yop would be done bycaufed it to 
be fet up over the gates of his palace, and on feveral public 
edifices ; and obferved it himfelf, if the writers of his life 
may be credited, with the greateft exaftnefs p . During the 
firlt year of his reign, he was wholly engaged in reforming 
the many enormous abufes which had prevailed in the court 
under his predecefibr. With this view he banilhed all the 
freedmen. Haves, eunuchs, players, and buffoons, who had 
borne any authority in the late reign ; and chofe in their 
room perfons of blamelefs characters and known integrity. 
Difcharges Having by thefe means reformed the court, he made a 
the mini- ftridt enquiry into the qianners and conduCt of the public 

fieri of the 0 |g terSj efpecially of the governors of provinces; and dif- 
latrempe, c harged moll of thofe who had been employed by Helio- 
gabalus. Such as had oppreffed the people committed to 
their care, were banilhed; andtthtf reft reduced to their 
former condition, as perfons altogether unfit for any public 
office. Next year, when L. Marius Maximus and L. Rof- 
cius AElianus were confuls, the tmperor’s nuptials were ce- 
lebrated with extraordinary pomp and magnificence. He 
married Sulpitia Memmia, the daughter of Sulpitius, a 
confular, and grand-daughter of Catulus. As the whole 
empire enjoyed at this time a profound peace, nothing re¬ 
markable happened either at Rome, or in the provinces, in 
the two following years; in the firft of which Julianus and 
Crifpinus were confuls, and, in the fecond, Fufcus and 
Yr. of FI. Dexter. But in the fourth year of Alexander’s reign, Ar- 
*57*- taxrrxes, having utterly ruined the Parthian, and re-eita- 
A. D. n6, buffed t he Perfian empire, advanced at the head of a pow- 
‘ 974 ~ erful army againft jhe Romans, with a defign to recover 
The Per ^ Mefopotamia, and the other provinces which bad formerly 
fian empire belonged to the Perfians, His approach occafioned great 
re-efta- conftelnation in Syria ; and many of the Romans quartered 
Uijbed. j n Mefopotamia, abandoning the calfles which they gar- 
rifoned, lilted in his army -, fo that he might with great 
eafe have over-run not only Mefopotamia, but likewife Sy¬ 
ria, had he not attacked the city of Atra, before which 

’ Spon. p, 19+, v Alex, Vit. p. ij«. 

place 
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place he loft fuch numbers of his men, without being able 
to reduce it, that, dropping for the prefent hk expedition 
againft the Romans, he was forced to march back into his 
own country, after having ravaged great part of Media, and 
made fome unfuccefsful attempts upon Armenia i. 

The fixth year of Alexander’s reign, during the conful- The death 
fliip of Modeftus and Probus, was remarkable for the death »/ Uifian. 
of the celebrated civilian Domitius Ulpianus, who, being 
appointed captain of the praetorian guards, and endeavour¬ 
ing to eftablifti the ancient discipline, provoked their hatred 
to fuch a degree, that, after having in vain folicitcd Alex¬ 
ander to remove him, they at length murdered him in the 
emperor’s prefence. The chief authors of his death were 
punifhed with the utmoft feverity, and the moil fafiious 
among the guards ignominioirfy difeharged. In the room 
of Ulpian, the emperor preferred Decimus, and Julius 
Faulus, a native of Padua, who had been banifhed by He- 
liogabalus, and was perhaps as well lkilled in the laws as 
Ulpian'. 

During this year feveral tumults«hnppened at Rome, and The filJiers 
in the provinces. The troops quartered in Mefopotamia in 

revolted, murdered their general Flavius Heracleo, and de- J c,vcrat 
ferted in great numbers to the Perfians. The troops in Sy- f ° " r Jm 
ria proclaimed Taurillus tmperor, who, as they had con¬ 
ferred that honour upon him againft his will, made his ef- 
cape ; and being purfued by the mutinous foldiery, threw 
himfelf into the Euphrates, and was drowned *. Zofimus 
and Syncellus fpeak of Uranus, who, having ufurped the 
empire at Edeffa in Ofrhoene, was defeated by the troops 
that remained faithful to Alexander. At Rome, the pne- 
torian guards attempted to raife Antoninus to the empire; 
but he declining that diftinCtion, withdrew into the coun¬ 
try, and never afterwards appeared in the city '. But Ovi- Ovinias 
nius Camillus, a fenator, fprung from one of the moll illuf- Camillas, 
trious families in Rome, ftudying tD gain the affections of 
the foldiery, in order to raife himfelf, by their meansf to * 07 „ 
the empiie, Alexander was no fooner informed of his pri- „/ by Alsx- 
vate practices, than he,fent for him to court, and thanked andisr. 
him for offering to take upon himfelf fo great a burden, 
ftyled him his colleague, took hirtf with him to the Senate, 
allotted him an apartment in the palace, caufed him to be 
attired in a far more pompous habit than his own, and 
treated him in every refpeCt as his partner in the empire. 


s Dio, lib. Ixx*. p. yiS, & i" Excerpt. V«l. p. 7*9- H 
vi p i 7 6 . r Vif. Alex. p. ia*. ■ Die, hb. Uxx. p. 
■ Syncell. p. 317. Zof. p. 639. 
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As a war broke out at tbis time, which required the em¬ 
peror’s prefence, Alexander offered the command of the 
arm)' to Camillus ; but he declining it, the emperor hoped 
he would at lead ihare with him the fatigues and glory of 
that expedition. Accordingly they both departed from 
Rome on foot; but Camillu3, who was not inured to a mi¬ 
litary life, being tired after five miles march, Alexander fo- 
licited him to purfue his journey on horfeback ; which he 
did for two days, when the emperor, perceiving he could 
no longer bear even that fatigue, ordered a chariot to be 
provided for him ; which proved fo grestt a mortification to 
Camillus, that he intreated leave to refign the empire, and 
return home ; a requeft which Alexander readily granted, 
alluring him, before they parted, that he might live in 
fafety where he pleafed. CAnillus retired to his country- 
feat, and there lived unmolefted during the reign of Alex¬ 
ander ; but was cut off by fome of his fucceffors, for what 
crime we are no-where informed The expedition which 
Alexander is faid to have undertaken, was probably againft 
the Germans; for it appears, from fome ancient inferip- 
tions, that great advantages were gained over them this 
year, the feventh of the emperor’s reign ; and Lampridius 
tells us, that the Germans were overcome by Varius Ma- 
ciinus, governor of Illyricum. TheVame year FuriusCel- 
fus fignalized himfelf in Mauritania Tingitana, and Junius 
Palmatus in Armenia, and were both rewarded with the 
confular ornaments. c 


In the following year Alexander entered upon his third 
confulfhip, having Dio Caflius, the fecond time conful, for 
his colleague. Dio was, in the beginning of this reign, 
in Alia; whence he paffed into Bithynia, his native coun¬ 
try, with a defign to remain fome time there with his 
friends and relations; but he was foon fent into Africa, to 
govern that province, with the character of proconful. 
Upon his return to Rome, he was appointed governor of 
Illyricum, and thence removed into Upper Pannonia, 
where he revived the ancient military difeipline among the 
troops, punifhing the lead negleft of duty with the utmoft 
Dio CaJJitc feverity ; infomuch that the prsetorian guards, who dreaded 
teeth his rigour, upon a report*that he was recalled to command 
In'aeco'wjt them, no fooner faw him appear in Rome, than they be- 
"fhijfe- gan to mutiny, and prefs the emperor to put him to death. 

writj. But Alexander, without hearkening to their unjuft de¬ 

mand, heaped many honours upon him, often appeared 
with him in public, and took him for his colleague in the 


■ Vit, Alex. p. iJo, 131, Sec. 
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confulthip : however, apprebenfive that the foldiers might 
ofFer him fome intuit, if he appeared in Rdtne with the 
enfigns of the confular dignity, he advifed him to retire 
from the city, and pafs the time of his confuUhip in the 
country. Soon after he obtained leave to vifit his own 
country, where he fpent the remaining part of his life in 
quiet and retirement w . This year Alexander, who did not 
fpare his greateft friends, when manifeftly conviQed of 
abiding the confidence he repofed in them, caufed Vetro- 
nius Taurinus, one of his chief favourites, to be de¬ 
prived of life for a crime of that nature (M). L. Vi- 
r rius 


• Dio, lib. Ixax. p. 91*. 

(M) The emperor had a par-* The emperor, who was a man 
ticular efteem and kindnefs for of great penetration, at length 

- - - r r n. j C. _f,,h 


Turinus, and often confulted 
him in private, as he was a man 
of extraordinary abilities, about 
affairs of the greateft import¬ 
ance. This honour and defe¬ 
rence, which theempiror feem- 
ed to pay to him, the crafty 
courtier refolved to tuup tt^his 
own advantage: and according¬ 
ly guve out, that Alexander 
trantafted nothing without jiis 
advice; that he had gained an 
abfolute authority .over him ; 
and that it was in his power to 
raife whom he pleafed to the 
lirft employments in the empire. 
By thefe means he accumulated 
immenfe wealth in alhort time; 
all who wanted any favour or 
preferment, recurring to Turi- 
nus, whofe intereft was not to 
be gained without rich prefents. 
He often did not fo much as 
mention to the empesor the 
perfom whom he pretended to 
recommend ; but neverthelels, 
when they happened to obtain, 
by meaDB of others, what they 
demanded, he affumed the 
whole merit of it to himlelr, 
and exafted a proportionable ac- 
knowlegemenr, which in thofe 
days was called felling fmoke 


fufpefted his favourite of fuch 
practices; and therefore a per- 
fon, in whom he could confide, 
folifiting him one day for a fa¬ 
vour, he told him he would 
gyant him his requeft, provided 
he privately addreffed 1 urinus 
for his recommendation. Tu- 

rinus, glad of this opportunity, 
promiled to employ all his in- 
tereft in his behalf; and foon 
after told him, that he had al¬ 
ready recommended him to the 
emperor, who he was fute would 
grant him the defired favour the 
very firft time he had an oppor¬ 
tunity of urging his luit again, 
which he hoped would be very 
foon. He added, that he de¬ 
fended to be rewarded for his 
trouble ; and the petitioner re¬ 
ferring that to his dilcretioh, he 
not only exafted a large fum 
for what* he pretended to have 
done, but obliged him to pro- 
mtfe, in the prefence.of wit- 
nefles, a far more confiderablc 
one, to be paid as foon as he 

obtained - his requeft. The em¬ 
peror, who was informed ot the 
whole, immediately granted the 
favour; which Tunnus no 
fooner knew, than he obliged 
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ritM Agricola, and Sex. Catius Clementinas being confuls, 
thd emperof retired into Campania, and there palled this and 
the following year, when Pompeianus and Pelignianus 
were confuls *. 

The next confuls were Lupus and Maximus; during 
whole adminiftration-Artaxerxes, the reftorer of the Per- 
fian monarchy, having reduced all the neighbouring coun¬ 
tries, unexpectedly invaded the Roman dominions at the 
head of a numerous arrrfy, ravaged Mefopotamia, and. ad¬ 
vanced to the very confines of Syria. In conference of 
thisinvafion Alexander, following the advice of his council, 
difpatched ambafladors with a letter to that conqueror, ex¬ 
horting him not to engage the two empires in a long and 
dangerous war, without provocation, and reminding him 
of the victories gained over tlTe eaftern nations by Auguftus, 
Trajan, L. Verus, and Severus. But Artaxerxes, elated by 
his late fuccefles, defpifed the remonftrances of Alexander, 
and purfued his ravages in Mefopotamia, laid liege to Ni- 
libis, and entering Cappadocia, deftroyed all with fire and 
fword. The emperor, therefore, refolved to march againlt 
them in perfon ; and accordingly, to the great grief both 
of the fenate and people, left Rome in the fpring of this 
year 232, the eleventh of his reigry bending his march 
through Illyricum, where he was joined by the troops quar¬ 
tered in that province : he arrived at Antioch about the be¬ 
ginning of the autumn ; whence he fent a fecond embafly 
to Artaxerxes, hoping that his prefence would add fome 
weight to the reafons he had formerly alleged. But the 
haughty Ferfian, deriding the peaceable temper of the Ro- 

z Norris, Epift, Conful. p. 146. Birag. p. 313. 

his client, though he had never and often from both parties ; 
once mentioned his name to the which fo enraged the emperor, 
emperor, to perform his engage- that he accufed him to the fe- 
ment, and pay the promifed nate, who fentenced him to 
fum, pretending, that by his death ; and the fentence was put 
means alone he had obtained in execution in the following 
what he_dnfired. Hereupon manner: the criminal was, by 
Alexander caufed a diligent^n- the emperor’B orders, tied to a 
quiry to- be made into his for- gibbet, and fuffocnted with the 
mer cnnduft, when it appeared fmoke of green wood and wet 
that he had received large fums, Bubble, kindled round him, the 
not only from thofe who had public crier in the mean time 
obtained any preferment, but proclaiming 11 He who fold 
from fuch too as had law-fuits, fmoke dies with fmoke (1).” 

(1) Alex. Vit. p. 114, >aj. 


man 
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man emperor, chofe four hundred of the talleft men in his 
army, and fent them, well mounted, and richty apparelled Hath, 
and armed, to acquaint the Romans and their emperor, that cnbujjy 
the great monarch Artaxetxes ordered them to retire im- ll,f •‘riM 
mediately from Syria and Aha, and all the countries he- ma " aul '- 
tween the Euphrates and the iEgaean Sea, which had for¬ 
merly belonged to the Perfians. Alexander heard their 
mefiage with great temper, and then caufed the anibaf- 
fadors to be ftript of their rich nrmour and apparel, and 
fent under a guard into Phrygia, where he allotted them 
houfes and lands to cultivate 

He now began to prepare vigoroufly for war, ordered Alexandtr 
the legions, quartered in the different provinces of the Eafl, 
to join him with all poffible expedition, caufed a great J ar " war- 
number of warlike engines trfbe conftrucled, and difpatch- 
ed officers into all parts to raife frefh levies. In imitation 
of Alexander the Great, for whofe memory he had a 
particular veneration, he armed fome companies of foot 
with Ihields covered with gold and filver, and formed 
fix legions into a body of tbir^ tboufand men, which 
he called his phalanx. Thcfe diftinguiflied themfelves, 
during the war, in a very extraordinary manner, and 
were, when it was ended, rewarded for their fervices 

with double pay 1 (N). * At 


r Herod. lib. vi. p.^ 79 - *Alex. Vit. p. iji. 


(N) Lampridius Jells us, that 
the emperor being informed, 
foon after his arrival at An¬ 
tioch, that fome of his foldiers 
were gone to Daphne, and 
there bathed with the lewd 
women of that diffolute place, 
he immediately ordered them 
to be arrefted and laid in irons. 
Hereupon the whole legion, to 
which they belonged, begin¬ 
ning to mutiny, Alexander, 
without betraying the leaf! fear, 
told them, that as the ancient 
difeipline was the principal, and 
indeed only fupport of the em¬ 
pire, he was refolved to main¬ 
tain it at all events, and punifh 
with the utmoft feverity, even 
with death, thofe diforders and 
debaucheries which had been 
allowed in the late reign. At 

F 


hefe words the whole legion 
egan to utter their rage in hor- 
ible outcries; but Alexander, 
xclaimed with an air of autho- 
ity, “ Silence ! I command 
ilence! Keep thefe clamuurs to 
srrify the Perfians, the Sar- 
natians, and the Germans : 
ou have learned of thole who 
aught you the art of wit, that 
rou are to frighten the enemy 
rith that favage noifc, and not 
’our emperor, who, at the ex-. 
Knee of his people, maintains, 
lothes, and pays yhu : tor- 
jear, therefore, thefe unfea- 
onahle 1 clamours, which are 
mly fit for battle, lefkl d.lbund 
mu all, or inflift upon vou * 

norefeverepunilhment.’ Here- 
ipon the uproar increafing, and 

bme of the boldeft even me¬ 
nacing 
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Marchu At length Alexander took the field at the head of a nu- 
a^ainfiiht merous army, obferving in all hia marches and motions 
^iifcare of fuc * 1 onler and difcipline, that his camp feemed a well- 
the military R 0Ter ned city, his foldiers citizens, and his officers fo many 
difcipline, fenators *. He feverely punilhed fuch as offered the leaft in- 
emdoftht jury Id any of the inhabitants of the countries through 
fildmy, which he marched. But notwithstanding his great feverity, 
no emperor was ever more beloved both by the officers and 
foldiers, as no prince ever rewarded them with more gene- 
rofity when they complied with their duty, took more care 
of them when fick or wounded, or fupplied them on alloc- 
cafions more plentifully with provifions. He kept con- 
ftanrly in his cabinet certain regifters, in which were mark, 
ed the names of all the officers and foldiers, the provinces 
where they were quartered, the time of their fervice, the 
dates of their commiffions, the names of the perfons at 
whofe recommendation they had been preferred, their ex¬ 
ploits, if they had performed any, their good and evil qua¬ 
lities. Thefc regifters he frequently perufed, and by thefe 
means became acquainted with moft of the officers and fol¬ 
diers of his different armies, often mentioned their names, 

, and preferred only perfons of merit. When they were 

fick he vifi ted them in their tents, even the common fol¬ 
diers, fupplied them with carriages, r and fuffcred them to 


Vit. Alex. p. 139. 


nacing him with their fwords; 
*' Rxterve your menaces (faid 
he) for the enemy; them you 
may frighten, but not me, who 
defpife your impotent rage: 
Ihuuld you murder me, the re¬ 
public will nut be at a lofs to 
find a fucceffbr, who will pu- 
nifli you according to your de- 
ferts.'t As the mutiny Hill con¬ 
tinued, he cried out with a loud 
voice, “ I dilband you pll j ci¬ 
tizens, lay duwn your arms, 
and difperfe." With thqfe 
words the whole legion was 
thunderftruck j they obeyed, 
quitted their arms,' laid down 
*Ven their military garments, 
and retired in filence, while the 
emperor’s guards took Up their 


Aandards, and carried them, to¬ 
gether withthe arms of the dif- 
banded legion, to the camp. 
However, before the emperor 
marched againft the Perlians he 
reftored them, upon the in- 
terceffion of feveral perfons of 
diffinftion, to their former rank, 
after having punilhed with 
death their tribunes, for hav¬ 
ing fuffercd the foldiers under 
their cpmmand to tranfgrcfs 
with impunity the military 
laws, and for neglefting . to 
fupprefi the tumult This le¬ 
gion fignalized themfelves above 
the re It in the Perfian war, and 
Ihewed more concern for the 
death of Alexander than any 
other (1). 


(1) Vjt. Alex. p. 133, & Icq. 


want 
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want nothing that could relieve or comfort them in their 
ficknefs. If they were not in a condition to fmrfue their 
inarch,he recommended them to the care'of pcrfons of known 
integrity and humanity, whom he rewarded with great ge¬ 
nerality for their trouble, whether the foldiera died or reco¬ 
vered. He was always ready to lilten to the complaints 
of the meaneft in the army againft their tribunes and other 
officers, punilhing them, when guilty, according to the 
quality of their crime, without any favour or diitinftion. 
He frequently diftributed large funis among them, afcribing 
chiefly to their poverty the disorders they committed. They 
were all fo well clothed and armed, fays Lampridius, and 
the cavalry fo well mounted, that nothing gave a more true 
idea of the grandeur of the Roman empire, than the army 
of Alexander Scverus. In his*marches he caufed provifions 
to be prepared at the feveral places where the army was to 
encamp; whereas, before his time, each foldier ufed to 
carry with him fubfiftcnce for feventeen days. In the ene¬ 
mies country, where he could not ufe that precaution, he 
ordered the neceflary provifions 80 be carried on horfes, 
mules, and camels; a precaution which gained him the 
alfettions of the foldiery, and at the fame time rendered 
his marches fo quick and expeditious, that he is faid in 
mod of his wars to hive furprifed the enemy. In his garb 
and drefs he little varied from the common foldiers, and 
his diet was the fame with their’s. He conftantly dined 
and fupped in public, with his tent open, and in the fight 
of the whole arrqy ; and vifited, before he withdrew to 
repofe, each quarter in the camp. Thus, partly by a fea- 
fonable feverity, partly by his affable and condefcending 
behaviour, he. re-eftablilhed the ancient difeipline among 
the troops, which had been entirely neglefted in the reign 
of Heliogabalus; and gained, by his firmnefs and intrepi¬ 
dity, fuch an authority over them, as to dilband whole le¬ 
gions ; which no emperor had attempted fince the time of 

Julius Caefar b . , , 

With an army thus difeiplined, the emperor marched 
early in the fpring of this year 233, againft Anaxcrxes, who, 
elated with his former fuccefles, would agree to no terms, 
however reafonable; but advance*! towards the frontiers of 
the Roman dominions at the head of an army confiding ot 
an innumerable multitude of foot, and one hundred anil 
thirty thoufan.1 horfe, with eighteen hundred chariots 
armed with feythes, and feven hundred elephants, bearing 
towers on their backs, filled with archers, alter the Perfiau 


He is both 
feared and 
beloved by 
the foldiery. 


* Vit. Alex, p. >*e, 1*1, * 3 °‘ 
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manner': Alexander, baring divided bis army into three 
bodies, ordered one to enter Media, another to march into 
the country of the Parthian6, and condufted himfelf the 
third, which confided of the flower of the army, at an 
equal diftance from the other two. Thefe three divifions 
having joined at an appointed place, proceeded together, 
until they were met by Artaxerxes, who gave the Romans 
battle without delay. The Perfians were defeated ; and 
on this occafion Alexander performed all the otlices of 
an excellent general and intrepid foldier c (O). 

After this viftory, Alexander returned to Antioch, de- 
(igning to purfue the war with frefli vigour the following 

' Alex. Vit- p. 133. 


(O) The numerous army of 
Artaxerxes was totally routed, 
and that conqueror obliged, not- 
wirhftanding his former victories 
and conquefls, to fave himfelf 
by a precipitate flight. ,The 
particulars of this engagement 
we may learn from Alexander 
himfelf, who, on his return to 
Rome, gave the fenate an ac¬ 
count of this memorable expe¬ 
dition in the following fpeech : 
11 Confcript fathers, we have 
overcome rhe Perfians, and 
there is no need of great elo¬ 
quence to acquaint you with the 
particulars or the viftory. The 
enemy came with feven hun¬ 
dred elephants, the greateft 
number ever feen together in 
the field. Thefe carried towers 
upon their backs, filled with 
archers and arrows. Three 
hundred of the elephants we 
took, two hundred we killed 
upon the fpot, and eighteen we 
have brought hither. They had 
eighteen hundred chariots armed 
with fc/thes, of which we took 
two hundred. We have cut in 
pieces an army of one hundred 
and twenty thoufand horfe, and 
ten thoufand men armed cap I- 
pee, with whofe fpoils we have 


enriched our troops. We took 
a great number of prisoners, 
whom we have fold. - The coun¬ 
try of Mefopotamia, lying be¬ 
tween the Tigris and the Eu¬ 
phrates, which my predeceffor 
Heliogabalus had neglefled, we 
have reconquered, and brought 
again under fubjeftion. We 
h^e put the moll potent king 
Artaxerxes, as he is fly led, to 
flight; the country of Perfia 
beheld him flying fur the firft 
time. In the place where the 
Romans formerly loft their 
enligns and ftandards, the Per¬ 
fians have now loft their’s You 
fee, confcript fathers, what the 
legions have archieved ; the 
fubjeft needs no eloquence to 
adorn it; the army is re¬ 
turned rich, and loaded with 
booty, it is . incumbent upon 
you to appoint public thankf- 
givings for fo fignal a viftory, 
that we may not feem ungrate¬ 
ful to the gods, who haveblefled 
our arms with fuchfuccefs (1)." 
This fpeech, Lampridius af- 
fures us, he copied from the 
journals of the fenate, and 
found it, word for word, in the 
works of many hiftorians. 


(7) Vit Alex. p. 130, 131. 
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year ; but, in the mean time, being informed, that the Ger¬ 
mans had invaded the Roman dominions, ihd that Ar- 
taxerxes had difbanded great part of his army for want of 
provifions, he refolved to quit the Eaft, and return to 
Rome, apprehending greater evils from the Germans than 
from the Perfians. Accordingly, having eredted feveral 
forts in Mesopotamia, and left numerous garrifons to de¬ 
fend them, he left Antioch in the fpring of the following 
year, when Maximus and UrbaniTs were confulsand, ar¬ 
riving at Rome, was received by perfons of all ranks with 
the greateft demonftrations of joy. He entered the city in 
triumph, his chariot being drawn, not by four white horfes, 
as was ufual, but by four of the elephants which he had 
taken i . When the ceremony was over, he went to the Se¬ 
nate, where he made the fpeech we have related above. 
From the fenate he repaired to the Capitol, and confccrated 
fome of the Ferfian Spoils to Jupittyr Capitolinus. Then 
turning to the people, 11 I have overcome the Perfians 
(faid he), and the army is returned loaded with booty. I 
promife you a largefs, and propoftfto exhibit to-morrow the 
Circenfian fports.” From the Capitol he walked to the pa¬ 
lace, followed by his triumphal chariot, and attended by 
the fenate, the equelJriajj order, and fuch crouds of peo¬ 
ple, all crying, “ Rome is Safe, while Alexander is fafe," 
that with much difficulty he reached the palace in four 
hours. Next day he exhffiited the Circenfian fports, gave 
the promifed bounty, and, in honour of his mother, ettab- 
lilhed a fund for* the maintenance of the children of the 
poor citizens, who were thence called the children of 

Mama-a. , 

In the mean time news being brought to Rome, that the 
Germans, and other northern nations, had palled the 
Rhine and the Danube in great numbers, the emperor, to 
the inexpreffible grief of the fenate and people, haltened 
with his victorious army into Gaul, to Hem this furious tor¬ 
rent. In the beginning of the following year, whenT>eve- 
rus and Quinflianus were confuls, Alexander advanced 
with his ai^y to the -banks of the RH.ne; but finding the 
enemy had repaired that river upon his approach, he or¬ 
dered a bridge to be built over it, with a defign t« attack 
them in their own country, as foon as the: feafon would - 
low him to take the field Herodian who pamts 
der as a weak and timorous prince, tells us, that he lu t 
ambalfadors to the Germans with propofals of peace ,, *h>c 
he even offered to purchafc at any price ; and adds, that, 

* Alex. Vit. p. >35* *+ P- ^ ■ Vir. Alex. p. 
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during the time of this (hameful negotiation, he diverted 
himfelf^with driving chariots, and other unprincely exer- 
cifess aconduft which provoked the fddiers, and occa- 
fioned his ruin f . But Lampridius clears the emperor from 
thefe unmerited afperGons ; and afcribes the difcontent of 
the foldiery, that is, of the legions quartered in Gaul, to 
their licentioufnefs, and to the feverity of Alexander, which 
they could not endure, after having been, under Helioga- 
balus, long habituated tc idlenefa and all manner of de. 
bauchery. 

Among thefe troops was one Masiminus, a Goth, whom 
Alexander, in reward of his valour, had preferred to the 
command of a body of Pannonians; but he, unmindful of 
his duty, and of the obligations he owed the emperor, in- 
ftead of attempting to appelfe the licentious and difeon- 
tented foldiery, artfully fomented the tumult, and, by his 
feditious fpeeches, infpired the multitude with contempt 
for Alexander, as a fovereign who was governed hy a wo¬ 
man, meaning Mamtea, and canfequently unfit for carry¬ 
ing on the war with vigour. The emperor was then cither 
at Mentz or Sicilia, in the territory of Treves, between 
Boppart and Bingen. As Alexander had but a fmall body 
of troops with him, Maximinus refolved to feize that oppor¬ 
tunity, to difpatch him, not dcfabtfhg but the troops un¬ 
der his command, whom he had corrupted, would, upon 
the death of that prince, proclaim him emperor. He im- 
paited his defign to fome of tfle moll bold and refolute 
among thefoldiers, who, animated with c the hopes of great 
preferments, readily engaged to put his fcheme in execu¬ 
tion, and immediately fet out for the place where the em¬ 
peror refided, which they contrived to reach about an hour 
after mid-day, when the emperor’s attendants were with¬ 
drawn to refrelh themfelves, according to the Roman 
cuftom, with a fhort fleep after dinner. They no fooner 
appeared, than the few foldiers upon guard fled with preci¬ 
pitation, having probably been privately feduced by Maxi¬ 
minus. Mamxa, alarmed at the unexpefted noife and tu¬ 
mult, ran out, attended by the captains of the guards, to 
appeafe it; but the aflaflins, having firft murdered both 
her and i them, entered thtf emperor’s tent with their drawn 
fwords, who, as he was unarmed, and alone, threw his im¬ 
perial mantle over his face, and received, without uttering 
a fingle.word, the many blows with which they difpatched 
him, deriding him the whole time as a child unfit to be at 
the head of an army, and inveighing againft his mother, 

f Herod, lib. vi. p. 585, 589. 
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whofe only care was to amafs riches 6. Such was the tra- A u xmJ „ 
gical and undeferyed end of Alexander Severn, after he is ajfaffi. 
had lived, according to the moll probable.opinion, twenty- nB “ i - 
fix years, five months, and nineteen days, and reigned thir¬ 
teen years and nine days. The lofs of no prince was ever 
more regretted by the fenate, the people, and the foldiery, 
than that of Alexander, who, by his wife adminiftration, 
had gained the affeftions of all his fubje&s. The fenate 
immediately decreed, both to him«and hiawnother Mamjea, 
divine honours -, appointed them altars, priefts, and facri- 
fices; and inftituted, in honour of the deceafed emperor, an 
annual fcaft, which was celebrated on the firft of Oftober, 
Alexander’s birth-day h . The foldiers were no fooner ap- 
prifed of his death, than they put to the fword all who had 
been acceflary to the crime, Accept the chief author of it. 
Maximinus, who perfuading the foldiery that he had no 
concern in the murder, efcaped, for the prefent, the deferved 
punifhment. 

Alexander was, according to the teflimony of all the an- His 
cients, Herodian alone excepted, #ne of the belt and wifeft reCler. 
princes that ever fwayed a feeptre ; and, had he lived longer, 
would have entirely reformed thofe abufes which, after his 
death, involved the empire in dreadful calamities. He was 
fparing of the public Aorifcy, liberal of his own, kind and 
generous to all good men ; but an irreconcileable enemy to llii katnd 
the wicked, feverely punifliing fuch as were convi£ted of 
having plundered the provinces, and opprefled the people 
committed to the'v care. Thefe he never fpared, though 
his friends, favourites and kinfmen ; but fentenced them to 
death, and caufed them to be executed, notwithftanding 
their quality, or former fervices, like common malefaSors. 

Hfe maintained, that it was not a fufficient punifhment to 
deprive corrupt magiftrates and governors of their places ; 
but that, as the truft repofed in them was great, they ought 
to pay for the breach of it with their lives. ^ He bammed 
one of his fecretarics for giving to his council, in writing, 
a falfe account of a tranfaftion ; and caufed the (mews of 
his fingers to be cut, that he might never write for the fu¬ 
ture. One of his flaves, conviftcd of having received a 1 
bribe, he caufed to be crucified oft the road which fcdfrom 
the city to the villa where he frequently refided, that, by 
the fight of the body, which was left on the crofs, his other 
Haves might be deterred from the like prafl.ces . Henever 
pardoned any crime committed agamft the public; but fu 

g Vi A. Epit. Zot lib. )• P- 6 * 9 - Herodian. lib. vi. p- 5 * 7 - 
» Alex. Vit. p. rj6. 1 Alex. Vit. p. i»4* 
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fered no perfon to be condemned, till his caufe was tho¬ 
roughly heard, and his offence evidently proved. He re¬ 
trenched all the penfions which'Heliogabalus had fettled on 
bis freedmen, buffoons, ftage-players, charioteers, and gla¬ 
diators ; faying, that the emperor was but the fteward of 
the people, and therefore could not, without the utmoft 
injuftice, thus wantonly fquander away their revenues upon 
improper perfons. 

Hit <tt- He was the firft emperor who allowed the fcnators to (it 
Jtrenceto when they came to attend him. He appointed no gover- 
tht fenate. nors or magiftrates, without confulting them; and never 
failed to prefer thofe they recommended. He admitted none 
into the fenate without the concurrence and approbation of 
all the members of that body, afking the opinion of each in 
particular, and examining, with great ftriftnefs, into the 
manners and former condufl: of the perfon to be admitted. 
If, upon this enquiry, he was found unworthy, the fe- 
nators who had recommended him were themfelves de¬ 


graded ; and fuch as had given teftimony of his probity, 
condemned, as in cafes of perjury, tolofe their eftates, and 
banifhed for ever. He never admitted either freedmen, or 
their children, to the equeftrian order, which he ufed to 
Htbeftvwi call “ the nurfery of the fenate.” He decreed, that the 
the r.ffice of captains of the guards (hould nfe linger be chofen from 
tapiain of the equeftrian, but only from the fenatorial order ; that no 
the guards one j, ave the power of judging a fenator, but who 

naiari.~ was himfelf one; for the captairls of the guards had been 
long the ordinary judges of the fenators in cafes of treafon fc . 
Thus, by degrees, the captains became the moft powerful 
officers in the-ftate, and their office more confiderable than 
even that of the confuls ; which, in the end, ruined the 


authority of the fenate. 

Impartial In the adminiftration of juftice Alexander never decided 
inthead- a ny law-fuit, without advice of his council, which conlift- 
7ioHof“uf et * t ' le mo ^ ^ earnc ^ civilians in Rome, whom he obliged 
im oj juj- ^ gj w their opinions in writing, after having allowed them 
time to examine and weigh circumftances at their leifure, 
that they might not pronounce fentenqe without due preme- 
c dilation. Thus were all matters ofjuftice determined by per¬ 
fons of known integrity, well (killed in the laws. In mili¬ 
tary affairs he confulted only fuch perfons as had acquired 
experience by their long fervice, and were well acquainted 
with the (ituation of places, or men verfed in hiftory, en¬ 
quiring of them what had at any time been done on the 
like occaiions by his predeceffors, or other great captains. 


k Alex, Vit. p. no. 
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He is faid never to have given any public office, from fa¬ 
vour or friendlhip ; but to have employed fuchwnly as were 
both by himfelf and the fenate judged the belt qualified 
for the difchargc of the truft repofed in them. He pre¬ 
ferred one to the command of the guards, who had retired 
into the country on purpofe to avoid that office, faying, 
that with him the declining fuch eminent ftations was 
the belt recommendation. He would not fuffer any ho¬ 
nourable employments to be fold, faying, he who buys, 
mult fell iu his turn; and it would be unjuft to punilh 
the man for felling, after he has been fuffered to buy. 
In appointing governors of piovinces he obferved a com¬ 
mendable cultom, which was to publilli their names, and 
encourage all perfons to declare, either in public or private, 
whether they had any accufttiun to lay to their charge : 
“ Since Jews and Chriftians, (faid he on this occafion) 
ufe fuch commendable methods in the choice of their priefts, 
it is reafonable we lhould proceed with the like care in the 
choice of redtors of provinces, who are entrufted with the 
lives and fortunes of fo many pelfons.” As he punifhed, 
with the utmoft feverity, thofe who betrayed their trull, fo 
he rewarded, with great generofity, fuch as had anfwered 
the good opinion he entertained of them, and either raifed 
them to employment^of greater profit, or, if they chofe to 
retire, prefented them with houfes and lands, faying, that, 
lince corrupt governors enriched themfelves at the expence 
of the people, good gove/hors ought to be enriched at the 
expence of the prjnce'. 

He was an enemy to all pomp and fhew, and extremely 
modeft in his apparel, maintaining, that a prince ought to 
be diftioguilhed from the reft, not by his apparel, but by 
his bravery, and virtuous aftions. The rich prefents lent 
him by foreign princes he bellowed on the temples; but 
fold all the jewels, employing the money arifing from them 
to the relief of the poor citizens. The ambalfadors of . an 
eaftern prince having prefented the emprefs with two (Jear s 
of an extraordinary fize, Alexander ordered them to be 
fold; but no one being found rich enough to purchafc them, 
he confecrated them as pendants to a ftatue of Venus, that 
the emprefs might not, by her eSample, encourage luxury 
in others. He kept fuch a fmall number of Haves and freed- 
men, that, when he gave any public entertainment, he was 
obliged to ufe thofe of his friends, and alfo to borrow the r 
plate ; for he fold all the gold, and molt ofithefilver-plate 
belonging to the palace, to defray the necefiary charges 
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Rickets the government without burdening the people. He reduced 

list taxes, the imports with which Heliogabalus had loaded both Rome 
and the provinces, to the thirtieth part; and fuffered feve- 
ral cities to apply even that towards the repairing of their 
public buildings. He lent money without intereft to the 
poor, to purchafe houfes and lands, allowing them time to 
pay the capital with the produft of their lands. He was 
fo far from filling the treafury at the expence of the people, 
that he could not bear thfe fight of thofe whofe province it 
was to levy rhe taxes he ufed to call them neccflary evils, 
and never fuffered one to continue in his office a full year. 
He filled, at a vart charge, the public granaries, which, upon 
his acceilion to the empire, he found almort empty; distri¬ 
buted weekly great quantities of oil and corn among the 
poor citizens ; .and allotted funds for the maintenance and 
education of their children m . He would not fuffer the mo¬ 
ney levied upon the public prortitutes and catamites to be 
returned into his private coffers, as other emperors had 
done.; but allotted it for the reparation of the theatre, the 
circus, and the amphithfatre. 

His public He built granaries in all parts of the city, for the ufe of 

•works. thole who had none of their own. Of thefe public and 
common granaries frequent mention is made by the anci¬ 
ents. He caufed baths to be fikc&rife erefted in each 
quarter of the city ; and, at hiB own expence, fumiffied 
them with wood, and oil for ^he lamps in the night; 
whereas before his time they were never opened till the 
riling, and were {hut again at the fetting of the fun. He 
built a great many fine houfes for fuch of hiB friends and 
minifters as had ferved him faithfully, and lived without 
reproach. He fumiffied the governors of provinces, at 
their departure, with money, and other neceffary articles ; 
that is, according to Lampridius, with twenty pounds 
weight of Giver, eight mules, two horfes, two gowns, a 
hundred pieces of gold, one cook, one coachman, and one 
conclibine, if the perfon he named was not married. He 
founded a great many free-fchools in Rome, and took par¬ 
ticular care of the children of noble,' but decayed families. 
He cmbelliffied Rome with an incredible number of rtately 
buildings; repaired moft^of the ancient ftruftures, retain¬ 
ing the names of their firft founders; and ere£ted in the 
great fquare of Nerva rtatues in honour of mod of the em¬ 
perors his predeceflors, with inferiptions on columns of 
brafs, containing fuccinQ accounts of all their memorable 
Bdions. 
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Alexander was a great encourager of learning, took muck 
delight in converfing with learned men, and fpent all the 
time he could fpare from public affairs in reading the Greek 
and Latin authors, efpecially Plato’s Commonwealth, Tully’s 
Offices, the works of Horace, of Virgil, whom he uled 
to ftyle the Plato of the poets, and of Serenus Sammonicus. 
He was himfelf well verfed in all the branches of po¬ 
lite literature, and celebrated in verfe the exploits of fomc 
of his predeceflors He applidti himfelf chiefly to the 
ftudy of judicial aftrology, which was by his orders publicly 
taught at Rome : and pretended to be thoroughly acquaint¬ 
ed with the fcience of the foothfayers and augur 3 , both as 
to the entrails of facrifices, and the flight and chirping of 
birds. He often went to hear the poets and orators declaim 
in the public fchools, but would not allow them to write 
any thing in his praife. In fhort, Alexander, to end the 
hiftory of his reign with the words of Aurelius Viftor, 
made it his conftant ftudy to encourage virtue and learning, 
to reform abufes, to reftore the military difcipline, and t» 
difcharge, with the greatcft fidelity and dilintereftednefs, 
every’duty of an excellent prince/ His endeavours were 
attended with fuch fuccefs, that the empire would have 
(fill retained its formej lqftre, had thofe who fucceeded him 
firmly maintained whSt he had fo wifely eftablilhed. Some 
of his predeceflors, namely Trajan, Antoninus, and M. 
Aurelius, performed perhaps greater things; but were 
older wheil they came to the empire than Alexander was 
at the lime of his death". Of the writers who flouriDied 
in his reign, the reader will, find a fuccinft account in the 

notc ( P)l CHAP. 
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(Pj Lampridius, in his life 
of Alexander, often quotes A- 
cholius, Septimius, add Eucol* 
pius | but ieems tD prefer Sep¬ 
timius to the otheT two (t). 
They flourifhed under Alexan¬ 
der, and wrote the hiftory of 
that prince’s reign. Gargihus 
Martialis likewife compofed the 
hiflory of the reign Of Alexan¬ 
der, and is ranked by Vopifcus 


among thofe hiftorians who 
wrote with more exaftnefl than 
elegance (z). Marius Maxi¬ 
mus wrote the hiftory of the 
emperors from Trajan to Alex¬ 
ander, and is often quoted by 
the Auguftine writers. The 
life of Alexander was likewife 
publilhed by Aurelius Philip¬ 
pas, his father’s fireedman (j). 
Julius Granianus, who in- 


(i) Vit. Ale*, p: nj, 131. 
(3) Vit. Alex. p. 11*. 
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The Roman HiJiory,from the Death of Alexander 
iSeverut to the Captivity of Valerian, when 
the Empire was ufurped by thirty Perfons at 
once, commonly called The Thirty Tyrants. 


Maximinui H^HE murder of Alexander occafioned a great tumult 
declared and confufion in the army; during which the Pan- 

'anfhi'f non * an troo P s » under the command of Maximinus, pro- 
Maximi - c ' a * mec * him emperor. The reft, finding no other appeared 
mi/. to 


ftrufted Alexander in rhetoric, 
left fome declamations, which 
were extant in the time of Lam- 
ridius (4) ■ Beiides the cele- 
rated civilians, Ulpianus and 
Faulus, Florentinus, ALlius 
Marcianus, Hermugenes or 
Hermogenianus, Calhftrata, and 
Claudius Venuleius Satur- 
ninus, whofe names are famous 
in the Pandefls, were all Papi- 
nian’s difciples, and flouri(hed 
under Alexander; as did like- 
wife Herennius Modeftinus, 
tvho was preceptor to Maximi¬ 
nus, the fon of the emperor of 
that name, and compiled feve- 
ral books of jurifprudence, and, 
among the reft, one in Greek, 
on the excufes of guardians. 

But the moil famous of all 
the waiters who flouriflied under 
Alexander, was the celebrated 
hiftorian Dio Caflius, called 
alfo Caflius Cocceius or Coccei- 
anus. He was a native of (Sli- 
caea in Bithynia, the fon of A- 
pronianus, who was governor 
of Cilicia about the year 183, 


when the two brothers Quin- 
tilii were aflaflinated by Com- 
modus’sorder (5). He was like- 
wife for fome time governor of 
Illyricum (6). His fon was at 
Rome in the reign of Commo- 
dus, at leaft towards the latter 
part of it (7). He was fenator 
in fne i/ear 192, the laft of the 
reign of Commodus, and nam¬ 
ed prator for the enfuing year 
by" Pertinax, who had a parti¬ 
cular kindnefs and efteem for 
him (8). 'He was appointed 
conful by the emperor Severus 
(9) ; attended, after that 
prince’s death, his fon Cara- 
calla into the £aft(i),. and 
fjpoke with him, for the laft 
'time, at Nicomedia, about the 
latter part of the year 213 (2). 
Macrinus named him to the 
government of Smyrna and 
Pergamus, which he held un¬ 
der Heliogabalus, and was Hill 
in Alia in the year 221(3). 
From Alia he went into Bithy- 
nia, whence he was recalled, 
and appointed governor, Jirft of 


(♦) Vif Alex.p. Tij. (5) Dio, lib. lxix. p. 78S. Sc lib. Ixxii. 

p.Sis. (6) Idem, lib. xlix. p. 413. (7) Idem,lib. Ixxii. p. 

818. (8) idem ibtti. p. 8*o, 817. & lib. lxxiii. p. 835. (9) Idem, 

lib. Ixxvi. p. S69. (1) Idem, lib. Ixxviii- p. 883, 884. (i) Dio, 

lib. Ixxix. p. 909. (3) Idem, p, 913. 

Africa, 



The Roman Hijlory. 

tb claim or difpute that title, followed their example, and 
took the ufual oaths to Maximinus, after he had folemnlv 
declared, that he had not been acccflary to the death of 
Alexander. The new emperor immediately declared his 
fon Maximinus, Caefar, and prince of the Roman youth, 
invefted him with the tribunitial and proconfular power 
honoured him with the title of Auguftus, and took him for 
his partner in the fovereignty. The fenate, whom he ac¬ 
quainted, as foon as poflible, frith his acceflion to the 
, empire, not daring to oppofe the choice of the foldiery, 
confirmed it; fo that Maximinus was, without the lealt 
Oppofition, acknowleged emperor by the fenate, the people, 
and the army p. He was, according to Syncellus % a native p; s tx _ 
of Thrace; according to Herodian, Capitolinus, and Jor- Miu 
naudes, bom in a village on the confines of that province, 
and the country of the Barbarians. His father, named f‘ ra,e!>lti 
Micea, or Micca, was a Goth ; and his mother Ababa, or 

pMax. Vit. p. 141, 1 Sync. p. 361. 

Africa, afterwards of Illyricum, propofed Thucydides for his 
and laftly of Panuonia ; in model, and does not, in the 
which governments he acquit- opinion of Photius, fall much 
ted himfelf fo faithfully, that flinrt of that excellent writer^). 
Alexander, upon his lltufh to The firft thirty-four books have 
Rome, honoured him with a been long fince entirely loll j 
fecond confullhip in the year and of the thirty-fifth only 
228(4). Dio Caflius wrotrf in fomc fragments are remaining : 
eight decades, that is, in eighty the following books, from the 
books, the RomSn hiflory, end of the thirty-fifth to the 
from the landing of -/Eneas in fifty-fourth, are thought to be 
Italy, to the reign of the em- entire; but the next fix are, 
peror Alexander (;) ; he fpent in fome places, ftrangely mu- 
ten years in collefting the ne- tilated and corrupted. Of the 
ceflary materials for lb great twenty laft we have only 
a work, and twelve more in fome fragments publi/hed by 
compofing it (6). His account Fulvius Urfinus and M. Valois, 
of the public tranfaftions, However, that great lafs has 
from the reign of Comma- been in fome degree fupplied 
dus to that of Alexander, is by Johq Xiphilin, who was pa- 
very particular and minute 1 triarch of Conflantinople in the ( 
for he then began to write, not eleventh century, and epito- 
what he had learned from mized Dio’s hiftory from the 
otherB, but what he had him- thirty-fifth book to the end. 
felf feen and obferved. His This epitome is greatly efteem- 
flyle, according to Photius, is ed by the learned, and thought 
fublime, and anfwerable to the to be very exaft. 
greatnefs of his fubjefl. He 

(4) Dio, lib. lxxx. p. 917- (s) Suid - P- 7 S 3 - Idem * 

lib. lxxii, p. 819, (7) Phot. cap. 71. p. 105. 
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Abala, ?ii Alan'. He is ftyled in the ancient infcriptions 
C. Julius Velus Maximinus. He was of a very mean ex¬ 
traction, and, in his early youth, a fhepherd, but of a 
gigantic ftature, being eight feet and an half tall, and be- 
fides exceedingly well fhaped, all liis limbs anfwering his 
ftature in fymmetry and proportion. Of his ftrength won¬ 
derful things are related by the ancients : he was often feen 
to draw a loaded waggon, which two oxen could fcarce 
move, to tear up trees by'thc roots, to crumble pebbles be¬ 
tween his fingers, &c. Befides, he was fo bold and cou¬ 
rageous, that he delighted in expofing himfelf to the great- 
eft dangers: whence he was called, for his courage anil 
' valour, Achilles, Heffor, and Ajax ; for his ftrength, Her¬ 
cules, Anta:us, and Milo ; but, at the fame time, for his 
favage cruelty, Bufiris, Phalaris, and Cyclops. 

He was firft known to the emperor Septimius Severus on 
the following occafion : that prince having exhibited, as he 
f jt known p a fled through Thrace, fome military games and exercifes 
to the em- j n t, onour 0 f his fecond fon Geta, and propofed prizes for 
the conquerors, Maximinus, at that time about twenty years 
old, intreated the emperor, partly in the Latin, and partly 
in the Thracian language, for leave to enter the lifts, and 
try his (kill. The emperor, adigiring his fize, matched 
him, not with the foldiers, as he wara Barbarian, but with 
fome of the ftrongeft Haves in the camp ; whom he over¬ 
came, ftxteen one after the other. In confcquence of thefe 
viftories, the emperor ordered him to be lifted among the 
horfe. A few days after, as the emperer was vifiting the 
different quarters of the camp on horfeback. Maximinus, 
accofling him, began to run by him. The emperor, to try 
whether he could run as well as he could wreftle, put his 
horfe upon a full gallop, and rode quite round the camp. 
Maximinus keeping clofe by him the whole time, till both 
he and his horfe were quite weary. Then turning to him, 
“ Thracian (faid he), art thou now difpofed to wreftle ?” 
“ I a*m (anfwered Maximinus), as much as you pleafe.” 
The emperor immediately difmounted, and ordered fome 
of the ftrongeft foldiers, and beft wreltler 3 , in the army, to 
enter the lifts with him; of whom he overcame and threw 
down fsven, as if they had been fo many children. The 
emperor was fo pleafed with his ftrength and activity, that 
he prefented him with a golden collar, placed him among 
his guards, and heaped many favours upon him, appointing 
him extraordinary allowances, the common pay not being 
fufficient to fupport him: for he ufed to eat, according to 


' Herod, lib. vi. p.515. Jorntnd, Regn.tap. a*. 
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Julias Capitolinas, forty, according to iElius Cardus, a 
more ancient hillorian, fixty pounds weight offlelh a-day ; 
anil to drink eight amphorae of wine, that is, fix gallons, 
without indulging to excefs 

He was preferred by Caracalla to the poll of a centurion: Preferred 
but quitted the army upon that prince’s death, being unwil- ^£ ora " 
ling to ferve under Macrinus, the chief author of the mur- ca 
der, and retired to his own country. When Heliogabalus 
obtained the empire, he offered "his fervice to him ; and, 
being admitted again into the army, he was, by the intereft 
of his friends, raifed to the rank of a tribune ■, but always 
declined, under fome pretence or other, attending the em¬ 
peror, who had difobliged him with an impure jell, allud¬ 
ing to his amazing ftrength. He had even abfented him- 
felf from Rome, not being able to endure the fight of that 
lewd manlier ; but returned thither when he underftood, 
that Alexander was raifed to the empire ; and was by that He is 
prince received with the greateft demonftrations of kindnefs 
and elteem, recommended by ljim to the fenate, created 
fenator, and honoured with the command of a new- 
raifed legion, which the emperor thought him well qualified 
to inftrud in the military exercifes. In that office he ac¬ 
quitted himfelf fo f^cc»fsfully, that Alexander preferred 
him to a higher command, and, at the breaking out of the 
Gerpian war, charged him with the care of difciplinmg 
the new-raifed troops, c®nfifting chiefly of Pannunians. 

Maximinus no fooner faw himfelf veiled with the fove- Hit cruelly 
reign power, thrii he difmiffed all who had been employed ijierh,, 
by Alexander in places of trull, and appointed^reatures of 
his own in their room, feleded. for the moll part, out of 
the very dregs of the people. He made it his chief Itudy 
to gain the affedions of the foldiery ; but choofing rather 
to be feared than loved by the refl of his fubjeds, he began 
his reign with unheard-of cruelties. All thofe who had 
been intimate with Alexander, or ffiewed the lcaft tfneern 
for his death, were, by his orders inhumanly maflacred, 
the fenators, whom that prince had created were degraded , 
and the officers he *had raifed, unefer various pretences^ 
d'fchar.Eed and moll of them bjnifted. Being afhamed of 
the meannefs of his extradion, he caufed all thofe ^ho knew 
his parents, or any of his family, to be privately murde ed^ 

though many of them had relieved him when in a low 
condition and, by their intereft, raffed him in arnl >’ 

His cruelty *was Jrfpcnted by the confpiracy of Magnus, f 
fionfular of an illuftrious family and great merit. He 

* Herod, lib, vi. p. 585- Ma *' Vitl ,P' ,j8, ,J9- . 
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cligaged federal of Alexander’s old foldiers to break down 
the bridge which that prince had built over the Rhine, 
after Maximinus had pafTedit, and abandonhim to the ene¬ 
my. But the confpiracy being difeovered, all thofe whom 
Maximinus only fufpeCted to have been privy to it, were 
inhumanly malfacred, to the number of four thoufand, 
without being tried, or even examined; a circumftance 
which induced many to Relieve, that the plot was only a 
contrivance of Maximinus, to rid himfelf of thofe who gave 
him umbrage 

A few days after the confpiracy of Magnus, the Ofrhoe- 
nians, who ferved in the army, and had been always greatly 
attached to the late emperor, no longer doubting that he 
had been afTafTinated by Maximinus’s orders, openly revolt¬ 
ed, proclaimed T. Quartinus emperor, and attired him, 
much againft his inclination, with the imperial purple, 
and all tne enfigns of fovereignty. But foon after Macedo, 
who had been the chief author of the revolt, and pretended 
great friendfhip for Qunrtinus, murdered him while he 
was repofing in his tent, and carried his head to Maximi¬ 
nus, who, inftead of rewarding him according to his ex¬ 
pectation, caufed him to be executed for rebelling againft 
his prince, and betraying his fri»nd/'. The Ofrhoenians 
returning to their duty after the death of Quartinus, the 
following year, when Sevcrus and Quintianus were cord'uls. 
Maximinus entered Germany at*the head of a powerful 
army, ravaged the country, burnt the enemy’s habitations, 
carried oflWl their corn and cattle, and took an incredible 
number o^irifoners. Several battles were fought in the 
woods and marfhes, in each of which the emperor killed 
many of the enemy with his own hand, difeharging every 
duty of a gallant foldier and experienced commander. He 
ehofe alwftys to fight at the head of his troops, and often 
grappled with the enemy hand to hand like a common fol- 
dier. , Having in one encounter, to encourage his men, 
rufhed fword in hand into the midft of the enemy, he was 
furrounded on all fides, and muft have been either killed 
or taken, notwjthftanding his extraordinary ftrength, in 
which he placed too muck confidence, had not his troops, 
animated by the example of their general, flattened.to his 
refeue. He tranfmitted an account of his victories to the 
fenate ; telling them, among other things, that he had laid 
iwafte theenemy’s country to the extentof;fourhundred miles; 
deftroyed one hundred and fifty of their villages; taken 

t Max. Vit p. 141. Herod, lib. vii. p. 585. u Herod, lib. vii. 
p. 190. Max. Vit. p.^4*, &c. 
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an incredible number of prifoners, and fought more battles 
than any of the ancients had ever feen. He 'ordered his 
exploits to be reprefented in painting, and hung up in the 
fquares and public places at Rome, For thefe vi&ories the 
fenate decreed both to him and his fon, the title of Ger- 
manicus, which is flill to be feen on feveral of his medals*. 

From Germany he marched into Illyricum, and having 
palfed the winter at Sirmium in Pannonia, where he enter¬ 
ed upon his fir ft confulihip, and thok Africanus for his col¬ 
league, early in the fpring he led his army into the coun¬ 
tries of the Dacians and Sarmatians, gained feveral vi£to- 
ries over thofc barbarous nations, and obliged them to fub- 
mit to fuch terms as he was pleafed to impofe. He had 
nothing lefs in view than to extend the borders of the em¬ 
pire to the northern ocean ; a defign which he would have 
eafily accomplilhed, fays Herodian *, had he not been in¬ 
terrupted by a civil war, and great commotions at home, 
occafioned by his deteftable cruelty and infatiable avarice. 
He encouraged informers, feigned plots, and condemned, 
without diftinftion of quality, fex, or age, all who were 
adcufed, feizing their eftates, and reducing the richeft fa¬ 
milies in Rome to beggary. Perfons of the greateft dif- 
tindion were fnatched ^way from their friends and rela¬ 
tions, and, upon various groundlefs accufations, carried 
into Pannonia, to be judged by the emperor, who never 
faileS to condemn them Esther to death or banilhment, and 
to confifcate their eftates, whether the crimes laid to their 
charge were proved or not. Not fatisfied with the wealth 
of fo many illuftrious families, he plundered the temples, 
flopped the public buildings of their ornaments, and feiz- 
ed on the public money in the cities, allotted for the main¬ 
tenance or diverfions of the people. This rapacity alarmed 
the populace, and difpofedthem to a general revolt, which 
firft broke out in Africa, about the middle of May of the 
enfuing year, when Perpetuus and Corneliahus were con- 
fuls, on the following occafion : two young men or great 
diftin£tton being condemned by the emperor 3 receiver in 
that province, who ofprefled the people in a moft tyranni¬ 
cal manner, to pay a fine which would have reduced them 
to beggary, confpired to fave their fortunes by d.ftroy.ng 
him ; and accordingly, having gained fane foldiers of the 
legion quartered there, they rufhed upon him uriexpeaediy 
and cut in pieces both him and the foldiers who attempted 

to defend him. 
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This murder, they well knew, the emperor would never 
pardon ; therefore, well apprifed that the only means of 
cfcaping the pmufhment due to their crime, was to create 
a new prince, they openly revolted, and, with the con¬ 
currence of the people, who could no longer bear the ty¬ 
rannical government of Maximinus, proclaimed Gordianus, 
at that time proconful of Africa, emperor in his room. 
Gordianus was defeended of an illuftrious family, podefied 
of immenfe wealth, and univerfally beloved both at Rome 
and in the provinces, many of which he had governed, on 
account of his extraordinary merit and virtues; but as he 
was advanced in years, being at this time eighty and up* 
wards, when the people broke unexpectedly into his houfe, 
and faluted him with the ritle t of Auguftus, he threw him- 
felf upon the ground, and begged, with many tears, they 
would fuffer him to fpend the poor remains of his life in 
peace, and choofe fome other more able to deliver the date 
from the tyrannical yoke under which it groaned. But the 
people, and at their head t Mauritius, a perfon of great au¬ 
thority among them, continuing unalterable in their former 
refolution, Gordianus was contained to accept the en- 
figns and title of emperor; which he had no fooner done, 
than, to the inexpreffible joy of ^1 tjje Africans, he took 
his fon, who bore the fame name, was then his lieutenant, 
and had been conful, fpr his partner in the empire. IJrom 
Thyfdrus, an important city in aByzacene, not far from 
Adrumetum, where this tranfaftion happened, Gordianus 
marched to Carthage, and made his entry, arrayed with the 
imperial purple, amidft the acclamations of the people, fa- 
luting him with the title of Gordianus Africanus. 

From Carthage he wrote to the fenatc and people of. 
Rome, acquainting them with what had happened in Africa, 
and alluring them, that he had accepted the empire with 
relu&ance, and was ready tp refign, if they did not think 
fit to confirm his election- In the decrees which he fent 
with his letters, and ordered to be published, with the ap- 

E robatien of the fenate, he allowed all exiles to return 
ome, baniihed the informers, promifed large dims to the 
' people, and to the foldiery a greater bounty than any em¬ 
peror jud ever given. At the fame time he wrote to all 
the gre^t men in Rome, moil pf whom were his particular 
friends, encouraging them to exert themfelves on the pre- 
fent eseafion, and join hjm in refeuing Rome from the in¬ 
supportable tyranny of Maximinus, which was the only mo¬ 
tive that bad prppnpted him, in his old age, to fubmit to fo 
heavy a burden as the empire. In his letter to Junius Syl¬ 
phs, then confuj, he charged that magidrate tp cut off, 

without 
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without delay, ViuUanu., who commanded the hod, of 
the ptKtonau guards that had been left in R„m. Ta * 

favage temper than that tyrant. Syllanus, upon the receipt 
oF this letter, fent the quieftor, attended by fome refute 
nien, with letters to Vitalianus, which he pretended to have 
juft received from Maximinus, enjoining them to difpatch 
him while he was perufing them; an a£tion which they 
perpetrated accordingly, and then declared, that what they 
had done was by Maximinus’s orders: a pretence which 
was believed ; for thus he ufed to treat even his bell friends. 

After this execution, the conful Syllanus aflembled at 
his houfe the praetors, sediles, and tribunes of the people } 
and, attended by them, went to the fenate ; where he read 
the letters which Gordianus had written both to them, and 
to him in particular. The fenate, in a tranfport of joy, 
declared, without the lead Indication, the two Gordians 
emperors, the two Maximins public enemies ; and offered 
a great reward to whoever fhould^kill either of them. At 
the fame time they named to the pnetorfhip of the enfuing 
year a third Gordian, gr'andfon to the elder, though then 
only twelve years old. Thefe proceedings, however, were 
kept fecret, till the fe^atg had taken the neceflary meafures 
for deftroying at once the party of the Maximins in Rome; 
whiqh fteps were no fooncr taken, than they reported that 
they were both killed, a«d that the two Gordians reigned 
in their room. The edids of the latter were publicly hung 


•who ae- 
tnomlege 
him empe¬ 
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Maximinus 
a public 
enemy. 


up, and their images carried to the camp, with their letters 
to the fokliery, who being, after the death of Vitalianus, 
deftitute of a leader, readily fubmitted to the Gordians. 

The people, tranfported with rage againft Maximinus hardly 
to be expreffed, immediately ran and pulled down all his 
ftatues and monuments, uttering dreadful imprecations 
againft the bloody tyrant and his fon. At the fame time Tkt friends 
the fenate enaded a decree, condemning all the friends of »/ Maxi- 
Maximinus, and the minifters of his cruelty. Such as had ° ur . 
not the good fortune to efcape, were maffacred without dere j. 
mercy by the enrag’ed multitude, dragged through the^ 
ftreets, and thrown into the copimon fewer. Several in¬ 
nocent perfons perifhed with the guilty, many embracing 
that opportunity to difpatch their private enemies or credi* 
tors. Sabinus, governor of Rome, endeavouring to fup- 
prefs thefe diforders, had his brains dafhed out with a blow 
from one of the mob, and his body was left for fome time 


in the public Itrcet r . 

r Gordian. Vit. p. 155, Sf feq- Max. Vit. p. > 43 i f e 1 * ^e- 

mi, !»b. vi«. p- 595-598. . 1 
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The finale In Ac mean tJme il being publicly known, that Maximi 
aillo a man nus was ItilCalive, the fenate iflued a fecond decree aeainli 
revolt from him, declaring both him and his fon public enemies- 

AWn- af the fame [jme pet f ons ot t } ]c g na(e{t Jn ’ ere/t 

and authority into a II the provinces, with letters to thepro- 
confuls, prefidents, lieutenants, and tribunes, exhorting 
them to join in the common caufe, and exert tlieinl'elves in 
defence of their common liberties, againlt a blood-thirlty 
tyrant, and public enenfy. They likewife chofe twenty 
fenators, who had all been confuls, and difperfed in differ- 
ent parts of Italy, with orders to guard night and day all 
the roads, ports, and harbours, that no account of what had 
' paffed at Rome might be tranfmitted to Maximinus before 
the arrival of Gordian. The letters of the fenate were re¬ 
ceived in moll cities and provinces with incredible joy, and 
a dreadful daughter was made of the officers and friends 
of Maximinus. Only a few places continued faithful to 
him, and either delivered up to the tyrant, or maflacred, 
the deputies of the fenat^. At Rome perfons of all ranks 
and ages, even the women and children, crowded to the 
temples, befeeching the gods, that they would never fuller 
the inhuman tyrant to approach the city 2 . 

Maximinus, who was at this tj.me r either in Thrace or 
Sarmatia, foon received intelligence of what had palled at 
Rome and in Africa, notwithftanding all the precautions 
of the fenate ; even a copy of tli^ir decree, declaring him 
a public enemy, and fetting a price upon his head, was 
tranfmitted to him ; upon the reading cf which he flew 
into fuch a rage, as can hardly be exprefled or conceived: 
more like a wild bead than a human creature, fays the au¬ 
thor of his life, he beat his head againif the wall, threw 
himfelf upon the ground, tore his royal robes, drew his 
fword, and after having uttered dreadful menaces againlt 
the fenatc, fell upon thofe who flood next to him. He 
would have killed his fon, had he not avoided his prefence, 
for haVing refufed to quit him, and live at Rome, accord¬ 
ing to his father’s advice, upon their firll coming to the em¬ 
pire ; for he believed‘his prefence wotild have kept the fe- 
l nate and people in awe, and prevented this revolt. In Ihort, 
fuch warn his fury, that Ins friends confidering him as a 
man bereaved of his underltanding, with much difficulty 
difarmed him, and carried him to his apartment. Being 
returned to himfelf, he fpent fome days in deliberating with 
bis council about the molt proper meafures to be purfued 
at fuch an important conjuncture. Then affembling his 

1 Herod, lib, vii. p. 599. Max, Vit. p. 141. 

army. 


His rage 

upon the 
news of 
the revolt. 



459 


The Roman Hijlory. 

army. Be acquainted th.em with the ftate of affairs, pretend¬ 
ing to be under no apprehenGon, and promifing to diftributc 
among them the eftates of the fenators and African rebels. 

Having concluded his fpeech, he gave his foldiers a great Ht martin 
bounty, and, without lofs of time, began his march to- for Italy. 
wards Italy, The troops not (hewing fo much ardour as he 
expe&ed, he wrote to his fon, who was marching with a 
feparate body at fome diftance, to join him with all poffi- 
ble expedition, left the army (hbuld, in his abfence, at¬ 
tempt his life. At the fame time he difpatched pcrfons to 
Rome, to publilh in his name a general pardon with re- 
fpeft to all pall injuries, and with them letters to Sabinus, 
in which was inclofed a copy of the decree, declaring hint 
a public enemy; for he fupjpofed Sabinus, who had ub- 
fented himfelf that day from the fenate, to be altogether 
ignorant of what had pafled *. While Maximmus pro¬ 
ceeded in his march towards Italy, the face of affairs was 
quite changed in Africa: a fenator, named Capelianus, 
had been appointed governor of Mauritania by Maximnius, 
with a confiderable body of troops under his command, to 
make head againft the Moors not fubjeft to Rome, who 
conftantly infefted the Roman territories. But Gordianus, 
to whom he had ever t^en a declared enemy, and whom 
he had on all occafSns oppofed, immediately difcharged 
him* and named another in his room. Capelianus, who 
was an officer of great *dour and expcnence in tcad of 
obeying the orders of the new emperor, affembled all his 
forces levied feveral companies of Moors, and having with Capehamu 
incredible'difpatch colled a very confute 1Wjr 
well-difciplmed and refolute men, marc: e a , gmnft the 

Carthage His approach alarmed the city : the inhabitan s, c „ dim ,_ 
however, immediately armed themfelves, aod marched^u 
unde- the conduct of Gordianus the younger, to meet 
the enemy- A bloody engagement enffied, in wh.ch Cor- 

dianus’s raw and undifciplined troops perform edwonder 

b„ were in .he T.rir 

either in the battle or the purfuit. . lth t |, e death. 

killed in ihe fields- dircumilar.ee .tab.tngelher wdh lh. , 

I Tfprad. B. 601. Max. Vit. p- >*>• 

. iS e-d.VI..P..5>. «“■ v “.f '«• 

(Q_) They were fprung from " f 

two of the moft ancient and dla ^ Msecius 
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after they had reigned, according to the moft probable opi¬ 
nion c , one month and fix days. 

* VideFetav. Doft. Temp. p. 337. 


Mteciui Marullus, defeended 
from the Gracchi, and of Ul- 
pin Gordiana, of the family of 
the emperor Trajan. His fa¬ 
ther, grandfather, and great¬ 
grandfather, had been confuls ; 
and he himfelf twice difeharged 
.that honourable office, firil with 
the emperor Caracalia in 213, 
and the fecond time with Alex¬ 
ander Severus in 229. His 
wealth was anfwerable to his 
quality; for he pofleffed, ac¬ 
cording to Julius Capitolinus, 
more land in the provinces than 
any private man in Rome (’). 
He was highly eltecmed by the 
emperor Alexander, who re¬ 
turned public thanks to the fe- 
nate for preferring l"o delerving 
a perfon to the government of 
Atrica, ftyling him, in the let¬ 
ter which he wrote on that oc- 
CaSon, a nobleman of great 
magnanimity, eloquence, juf- 
tice, moderation, integrity, and 
goodnefb. He was well verfed 
in all the branches of literature, 
efpecially io poetry; and wrote 
in his youth feveral poems, 
which were greatly efteemed, 
and, among the reft, one inti- 
tied A^ttoniniades, deferibing, 
in thirty books, the fives and 
wars, the public and private 
aflions, of Antoninus Piub, and 
Marcus Aurelius, or Antoni¬ 
nus Philnfophus. He wrote 
likewife in profe the praifes of 
the Antonini. After his fecond 
confulQiip, he was immediately 
lent into Africa in quality of 
proconful; which office he dif- 
charged with fuch juilice, equi- 

(ij Gord, Vit. p. 131, 


ty, and moderation, that he 
was univcrfally adored, and 
more beloved by the people, 
than any governor had ever been 
before him ; fome calling him 
a Scipio, fome a Cato, fume a 
Mutius Scsevola, a Rutilius, a 
Lselius. He married Fabia O- 
reftilla, the daughter of Annius 
.Severus, and grand-daughter of 
the emperor M. Aurelius ; and 
had by her a daughter named 
Mzcia Fauftina, who was mar¬ 
ried to Junius Ralbus, a confu- 
lar; and a fun, ftyled in the 
ancient inferiptions and medals 
M. Antonius Gordianys (2), 
with the title of Pontifex; 
whereas his father is diftin- 
guilfce^with that of Pontifex 
Maximus. The fou had au ex¬ 
traordinary memory, and, was 
weli verfed in polite literature, 
having had Serenus Sammoni- 
cus for his preceptor, who be¬ 
queathed him his famous li¬ 
brary, conlirting of fixty-two 
thoufand volumes. He wrote 
feveral pieces both in profe and 
verfe. He was well lkilled in 
the law, and one of Alexander's 
chief counfellors. He was uni- 
verfally refpefted on account of 
his obliging carriage, and ex¬ 
traordinary fweet temper; but 
loved His pleafures, and fpent 
moft of his time in baths, gar¬ 
dens, and groves. He kept 
conftantly twenty-two concu¬ 
bines, and is faid to have had 
by each of them three or four 
children ; whence he was called 
the Priamus, and fatirically the 
Priapus, of his time. He was 

jp) Goltj, p. 10a- ' 
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This news of their death threw the whole city into the 
utmoft confternation, However, as the Romans dreaded 
above all things the cruel effefts of Maximinus’s refent- 
ment, and expefted to find no mercy at the hands of fb 
barbarous a tyrant, they retblved not to fubmit, but to de¬ 
fend themfelves to the laft. The fenate, therefore, affem- Pupienur 
bling in the temple of Concord, chofe two new emperors, ani Haiti- 
M. Clodius Pupienus Maximus and Decimus Codius Bal- 
bin us. T he former was a perfon of low birth, but extraor- ^ r ‘"* 
dinary merit: his father was, according to fome, a cart- Thirife 
wright; according to others, a lockfmith ; but the fon and prefer- 
raifed himfelf, chiefly by his courage and valour, to thefirft 
employments in the empire. He ferved firft in quality of * U P B “ 1 ' 
a private foldier; but was foon preferred to the rank of 
a centurion, then to that of h tribune, and not long after 
to the command of feveral legions, in which he acquitted 
himfelf with fuch reputation, that he was admitted into 
the fenate, created praetor, honoured with the confulfhip, 
and fucceifively appointed governor of Bithynia, Greece, 
and Narbonne Gaul. From Gaullie was fent to command 
the troops in Illyricum, where he gained great advantages 
over the Sarmatians and Germany Upon his return from 
that country, he was made governor of Rome, in which 
place he acquitted hihtlSlf with fuch prudence, integrity, 
and diferetion, that he was both efteemed and beloved by 
perfots of every rank and condition. He appeared always 
grave and fedate, and (hewed no great complaifance to any. 
one; he was juft, merciful, and never guilty of the leaft 
a£lion that favoured of inhumanity, but, on the contrary, al¬ 
ways ready to forgive. He adhered to no party, was Ready 
and inflexible in his refactions, and, without truftmg to 
othcis, examined every thing himfelf with great care and 
attention. In (hort, the fenate entertained fuch a high 
opinion of his extraordinary merit and virtues, that, in de¬ 
claring him emperor, they folemnly protefted, that, m the 


highly favoured by Helingaba- 
lus, as a young man jddidted 
to pleafures, and by that prince 
raifed to the quacltorlhip. A- 
lexander preferred him, as he 
was a man of known integrity 
and great abilities, to the pr*- 
torlhip, and foon after honour¬ 
ed him with the confular dig¬ 


nity. In the reign of Alexan¬ 
der, or Maximinus, he was fent 
into Africa, in quality of lieu¬ 
tenant to his father, who took 
him for his partner in the em¬ 
pire, and, upon hisdeath, put an 
end to his own life in the man¬ 
ner we have related above (3)- 


( 3 ) Vit. Gordian. 
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whole empire) they knew no perfon better qualified than he 
for fuftaining the name and dignity of a prince d . 

Balbinus was descended of an illuftrious family, and pre¬ 
tended to derive his pedigree from Cornelius Balbus Theo- 
phanes, a celebrated hiftorian, and a man of the firft rank 
in the ifland of Lefbos, who was made free of Rome by 
Pompey the Great. The prefent emperor had been twice 
conful, and had governed with reputation feveral provinces; 
namely, Alia, Africa, Blthynia, Galatia, Pontus, Thrace, 
and Gaul. He had likewife commanded armies; but, be- 
ing in fome degree timorous, he was thought better qua¬ 
lified for civil than military affairs. He poflefied immenfe 
wealth, lived with great fplendor, wa 3 addidted to pleafures, 
but at the fame time univerfally beloved for his integrity, 
his humanity, mild temper, and obliging behaviour. He 
was an excellent orator, no mean poet, and had an un¬ 
common talent in making extemporary verfes '. 

Maximus and Balbinus being, with the unanimous con- 
fent of the fenate, raifed to the fovereignty, and veiled with 
the tribunitial and proconfular power, proceeded, at the 
breaking up of the aflembly, to the Capitol. But while 
they were offering the ufual facrifices, the populace rofe, 
and, armed with Hones and clubs, declared that they would 
not obey the new emperors; ana demanded, with great 
clamour, a prince of the Gordian family. Maximus ihd 
Balbinus, fupported by fome young knights, attempted to 
Cut a way through the croud, fword in hand; but were, 
notwithflanding all their efforts, obliged to fend for young 
Gordian, then only twelve years old, who was received 
by the populace with loud fhouts of joy, and carried to the 
Capitol. There the fenate, to appeafe the multitude, de¬ 
clared him Csefar, arrayed him with the habit peculiar to 
that dignity, and in that attire fhewed him to the people, 
who now difperfed, and, retiring quietly to their houfes, 
fuffered the new emperors to take poffcmon of the palace f , 
where'' they began to difcharge the functions of the fo¬ 
vereignty with deifying the two Gordians. When that ce¬ 
remony was over, they appointed Sabinus governor of 
’’Rome, and Finarius Valens, uncle by the father to Maxi¬ 
mus, commander of the prstorian guards. Then, without 
lofs of time, they began to levy forces, and make the ne- 
ceffary preparations for taking the field againft Maximinius, 
who, upon the news of their election, quickened his march, 
breathing nothing but ruin and definition. 

a Max. St Balb.Vit. p. 166, 167. = Idem. ibid.p, ,68, Sc Icq. 

Herod, lib. vii- p. 6e*. f Max. & Balb. Vit, p. 14$. 

As 
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As moll of the provinces had efpoufed the party of the 
fenatc, troops were fent from all parts to Reinforce the 
army of Maximus, who, being charged with the conduCt of 
the war, as the more able commander, left Rome foon 
after his ele£lion, leaving the praetorian guards, and part of 
the new-raifed forces, to defend the city, and awe the po¬ 
pulace. After his departure, the fenate difpatched the 
moll confiderable men of their body into the different parts 
of Italy, with orders to fortify alFthe cities, and fupply the 
inhabitants with arms; to remove all the provifions into the 
fortified towns, and either to reap or deflroy the corn in the 
fields, to mow the grafs, and lay wafte the whole country 
through which Maximiuus was to march with his numerous 
army. At the fame time, they fent circular letters into all 
the provinces, declaring fuch'as Ihould lend him the leail 
afliftance, traitors, rebels, and public enemies. Maximus 
had fcarce departed, when dreadful dillurbances arofe in 
the city, occalioned by the temerity of two fenators, Galli- 
canus and Maecenas, who, feeing two foldiers of the pra> 
torian guards enter the hall, whtfre the fenate was afl'em- 
bled, quitting their places, ruffled upon them unexpectedly, 
and difpatched them with their daggers; for, in thofe dif- 
tra&ed times, moll fenators wore daggers under their 
robes. The other ftAdiSrs of that corps, who were wait¬ 
ing at the door with the populace, immediately fled; but 
were" purfued by Gallica^us, who encouraged the mob to 
fall upon them as fpies and partifans of the tyrant Maximi¬ 
nus. Some of them were wounded, but the red fortified 
themfelves in their camp, where they were attacked the 
fame day by Gallicanus at the head of the multitude (whom 
he had fupplied with arms), and of all the gladiators he could 
aflemble. The guards futtained the attack with their ufual 
refolution, repulfed the aflailants, and, falling upon them 
in their retreat, cut great numbers of them in pieces. 1 his 
{laughter ferved only to infpire the multitude with new 
rage ; and the fenate, efpoufing their quarrel, ordeifd the 
fiew-levied forces, which Maximus had left to maintain 
peace and tranquility in the city, to march againfl; the 
praetorian guards. They accordingly attacked them with 
great fury ; but were, after repeated aflaults, is which 
great numbers perilhed, obliged tp give over the attempt 
and retire. The incenfed multitude, finding all their 
efforts thus baffled, determined at lall to cut the con- 
duits that conveyed water into the camp ; a ftep whichi re¬ 
duced the foldiery to fuch defpair, that they rutted une - 
peCtedly upon the multitude, fword in hand, anI drove 
them, after a long difpute, in which much blood was fl-ed 
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on both (Idea, into the city,, where the combat began again, 
the people dffeharging from the tops of their houfes (howers 
of (tones and tiles upon the foldierv, who, in revenge, fet 
fire to their (hops and ftorehoules ; which confumcd the 
greateft part of the city, an incredible quantity of valuable 
effects, and manyperfons of all ranks *(R). 

Nest year, when Annius Pius, or, as others call him, 
Uipius, andPontianus, were confuls, Maximinus, early in 
the fpring, purfued his inarch towards Italy, having with 
him almoll all the forces of the empire. Being arrived at 
the foot of the Alps, that part Italy from Ulyricum, he 
found the city of Hemona or /Emona abandoned by its in¬ 
habitants ; a circumstance which infpired him with hopes 
of certain vi&ory ; for he thence concluded, that no place 
or city would dare to reGft him. Maximinus, leaving iE~ 
mona, palled the mountains without meeting with the lead 
oppofition. His men, who expefted to be refrelhed, after 
palling the mountains, with plenty of provifions in Italy, 
finding the country laid wafte far and wide, and themfelves 
defticute even of neceflaries, began to mutiny. Maximinus 
punilhed the ringleaders of the tumult with great feverity, 
which only ferved to exafperate the reft. However, he 
purfued his march ; and being informed that the city of 
Aquileia had (hut its gates againit k party, which he had 
fent to take pofleflion of the place, he marched thither in 
perfon with all his forces, not dqubting but the inhabitants 
would fubmit upon the approach of fo formidable an army. 
But Crifpinus and MenophiluB, two confulars of great re- 
folution and intrepidity, to whom the fenate had commit¬ 
ted the defence of the city, anfwercd the tribune fent by 
Maximinus to futnmon them to furrender, that they were 
determined to defend the place to the laft extremity, and 
rather forfeit their lives than betray their truft, or yield to 
fuch a cruel, bloody, and faithlefs tyrant. At the fame 
time, to animate the inhabitants, who began to waver, they 
proclaimed that Apollo, the tutelar god of the place, had 
allured them of victory j which affurance difpelled all 

< Herod, lib. vH. p. 607, (ait; 

(R} fterodian does not in- young Gordian to the people in 
form us how the tumult ended; his purple robes, the fury of 
but CapitolinUs writes, that the both parties abated at - once, 
emperorBalbinus, attempting to hoftilities ceafed, the people re- 
appeafe the tumult, mis danger- tired to their houfes, and the 
oufly wounded on the head i foldiert to the camp, 
but at length, having (hewn 
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fear, io that every one began to prepare for a vigorous de¬ 
fence. • 

Mean while, Maximinus, having fpent fome time in 
palling the river Sontius, now Ifonzo, about fixteen miles 
from Aquileia, approached the city; artd liaving caufed all 
the vines and neighbouring groves to be cut down, he be¬ 
gan to batter the walls with an incredible number of war¬ 
like engines, and tD harafs the befieged with repeated af- 
faults; which they fuftained witR amazing refolution and 
intrepidity. Even the womrn and children appeared oti 
the ramparts, and bore their lhare in the common danger j 
the women efpecialty fignaliaed their zeal, by allowing their 
hair to be employed in making firings for the bows, and 
other warlike machines. The fenate, out of gratitude, after 
the death of Maxiniinus, caufed a magnificent temple to 
be erefded, which they confecrated to Venus Calva, or 
Venus the Bald h . The foldiers of Maximinus, in the be¬ 
ginning of the liege, afted with great ardour; which, 
however, began to abate, when they found the inhabitants 
firmly determined to undergo all difficulties and hardfhips f 
rather than fubmit. Maximinus, highly provoked at their 
backwardnefs, and befides enraged at the bitter reproaches 
uttered by the inhabitants againft him and his fon, as often 
as they approached th> walls, caufed feveral of his officers 
to be publicly executed. This barbarity exafperated the 
foldiers, already inclined y> mutiny for wane of provilionJ, 
of which, and even of water, there was great fcarcity in 
the cartp. Befidus, a report was fpread, that the whole 
empire was arming againft Maximinus, and ready to ta 
upon thofe who fupported him in his tyranny. At length 
the Albanians, that is, the foldiers belonging to the camp 
in the neighbourhood of Alba, took a hidden refolution to 
difpatch the author of fo many calamities; ud> 
farther deliberation, humed at noon-day to the tent o 
Maximinus, difpatched both him and his fon with many 
wounds, clt off their heads, and fent them to Rom£ and 
threw their bodies into the river. Wjhi were killed 

Anolinus, captain of the guards, and all thnr 
friends '. Such was the end of there.gnorather oftha 
tyranny, of the two Maiimins, after it had‘ ‘Jg 
year, and a few days, the father being u > the ^p fif ^ 
* n F his ace, and the fon in thelwenty-fim. 1 he ran 
nonians Thracians, and fome other troops, heard the new 

TS «gret i b* aid «0. «.e«rp> » »«•!• 
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it. Thus the whole army prefented thcmfelves unarmed 
before the gates of Aquileia, acquainted the befieged with 
the death of Maximinus, and deGred to be admitted into 
the city. It was not thought prudent to open the gates; 
but after they had adored the images of Maximus, Balbinus, 
and Gordian, placed for that purpofe on the ramparts, a 
great quantity of proviGons was fent to their camp; for 
they were almoft famiflied: and next day they took the 
ufual oaths to Maximus ind Balbinus k . 

Hii death An exprefs was immediately difpatched to Rome with 
tceafianj thefe joyful tidings, who, palling through Ravenna, found 
the emperor Maximus bufy in affembling his forces, in or- 
' der to march againft the tyrant. But when he underftood 
that both the Maximins were killed, that their army had 
fubmitted, and fworn fidelity to him and his colleague, 
tranfported with joy, and laying afide all military prepara¬ 
tions, he repaired to the temples to return thanks to the 
gods for fuch fignal and unexpected fuccefs. In the mean 
time the exprefs purfuing his journey, and often changing 
horfes, reached Rome tne fourth day, diftant from Aqui¬ 
leia about two hundred and eighty miles. Upon his arrival 
he found Balbinus and Gordian a Gifting with the people at 
the public fports in the theatre, where he delivered his let¬ 
ters to the two princes. Immediately the whole multitude 
exclaimed with one voice, “ Maximinus is killed and, 
rifing up, left the theatre, and crowded to the temples,' whi¬ 
ther Balbinus and Gordian followed. The fenate immedi¬ 
ately affembled ; and after decreeing fevaral honours to the 
three princes, appointed jfacrifices to be offered in all the 
temples, and a day of public and folemn thankfgiving for 
their happy delivery. Balbinus, who ufed to tremble at 
the very name of Maximinus, offered a hecatomb ; which 
was never done but upon fome very extraordinary oeda- 
Gon, and caufed the fame facrifice to be made in all the 
cities of the empire l . Thofe who brought the heads of 
the tiko Maximins, arrived at Rome foon after the courier. 
They were met every where by crowds of’ people, and re¬ 
ceived with the greateft demonftrations of joy. They en¬ 
tered Rome with the heads ftuck upon two lances, that 
every o«e might behold them; and no fight was ever more 
pleaGng. The people repaired again to the temples, offered 
frefh facrifices, and feemed no lefs tranfported with joy, 
than if they had been delivered from imminent death or 
captivity. The two heads were abandoned to the rage of 
the populace, and, after many infults, burnt in the field of 

1 Maxi Vit. p. i6j, he. 
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Mars, Phe names of the Maximins were, by a decree of 

tnrn^H atCj / r ^ d u Ut ° f a1 ' infcri P lions > theiAtatues over¬ 
turned, and their bodies ordered to he left Unburied. The 

e peror Maximus haftened from Ravenna to Aquileia 
whc, c he was received with loud acclamations, and acknow- 
leged emperor by the army of. Maximinus ; among whom 
he diftnbuted large fums, and then fent back to Their re- 
lpcttive quarters retaining with, him only the pnetorian 

K4? fij S ’j and r? fma b ° dy ° f Germari Sj whom he chiefly 
confided. During his flay m Aquileia, the fenatc, to do 
turn honour, fent a deputation, confining of twenty of 
tor" W ^° ^ ad * 3ecn confuls, praetors, or qusef- 
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With them he departed from Aquileia j and arriving at Maximal 
•Home with a numerous and fplendid retinue, was received rtlurn ‘ »■ 
a |i , e gates by Balbinus, Gordian, the fenate in a body, with 
Th P eo P' c ’ and cor >du£ted in triumph to the palace 
The two emperors governed with great prudence and mo- The -wi/i 
deration, enafted excellent laws, tfidminiltered jultice with 
the utmoft impartiality, maintained the military difeipline 
With due rigour, paid great refpeft and deference to the 'urar?’ 
fenate, and conduced themfelves in all affairs with fuch 
wifdom, equity, and moderation, that they were in a man¬ 
ner adored by the fenate and people But the happinefs 
and tranquility, which they enjoyed under thefe excel¬ 
lent princes, were of Ihort duration. The Carpi, a people 
beyond the Danube, palling that river, ravaged the pro¬ 
vince of Mcefia ; the Goths, provoked perhaps by the death 
of Maximinus, invaded the Roman territories on the Fide 
of Scythia; and the Perfians, who had continued quiet 
lince the.year 233, when Alexander made war upon them, 
threatened the Eaftern provinces. It was therefore agreed 
among the princes, that Maximus fhould march againlt the 
Perfians, Balbinus againlt the Goths and the Carpi, and 
Gordian remain in the mean time at Rome. 

But while great preparations were making for the intend- Thiprm* 
ed expeditions, the praetorian guards, diflatisfied to fee 
princes, who had been created by the fenate, fo much ap- 
plauded, and provoked at the biyer inveftives which were 
daily uttered againlt Maximinus, and reflected Ho fmall 
dilhonour upon them, who bad raifed him to the empire, 
began to mutiny, and complain, that the right of naming 
the emperors, which had hitherto proved fo advantageous 
to them, was taken out of their hands, and transferred to 


m Herodiin> lib. viii> p. 6*0. “ Maxim■ ftBalb. VU. p, 

167, iyj. 
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the fenate. Befides, they grew jealous of the Germans, 
whom MaxinSus had brought to Rome with a deftgn, as 
they imagined, to difeharge the praetorian guards, as Sep- 
timius Severus had formerly done, and to take the Ger¬ 
mans in their room. Being thus prejudiced again(l the 
emperors, they refolved to difpatch them and refume their 
pretended authority, by elefling another fovereign. Hav¬ 
ing taken this resolution, they only waited for an opportu¬ 
nity of putting it in execution, which foon offered ; for the 
Capitoline games being celebrated a few days after, arid 
moil of the emperors guards and domeftics reforting thither, 
the diicoatented and mutinous foldiery marched immedi¬ 
ately to the palace, where the two princes were left almoft 
alone. Maximus, informed of their arrival before they 
had entered the palace, propofed to call the Germans to 
Jiahitfus his ai&itance, but was oppofed by Balbinus. For thefe two 
heiwren princes were not, though pofTefled of great qualities, free 
from private jealoufies. Balbinus was piqued at the extra¬ 
ordinary honours which ^he fenate had conferred upon his 
colleague, as if the death of Maximinus, and bleflings 
thence accruing, had been chiefly owing to him ; and be- 
Tides, looked upon him as one greatly inferior to himfelf 
in birth and nobility. On the othqr hand, Maximus know¬ 
ing himfelf to be the better fold ft: r, and abler com¬ 
mander, tacitly claimed on that account the chief au¬ 
thority. Thefe mutual jealoufier, though prudently con¬ 
cealed, and rather grafted at by others than feen, bred fome 
raifunderftanding between them, and finally occafroned the 
ruin of both. For Balbinus, not giving credit to what he 
was told of the defigns of the prsetorian guards, but rather 
fufpefiring that his colleague intended to employ the Ger¬ 
mans again!! him, would not fuffer Maximus,, to whom 
they were greatly attached, to fend for them. This dif- 
pute gave time to the prsetorian guards to break into the 
palace^ and difperfe fuch of the emperor’s friends and do¬ 
meftics as offered to oppofe them. When they came to 
the apartment where the two princes were, they rufhed 
t upon them with inexpreffible fury, tore in pieces their im¬ 
perial robes, dragged them out of the palace, with a defigre 
to carry them to their camp, Wounded and infulted them 
in a znoft outcagrsus manner. But while they were hurry¬ 
ing (hem through the city, being informed that the Ger¬ 
mans had taken‘arms, and were advancing to refeue the 
Tin art t princes, they killed them both, and leaving their bodies in 
bath killtd. the ftreet, retired to the camp, carrying with them young 
Sr i™* J whom they proclaimed emperor, giving out, to 

tmpver. appeafe the populate,- that they had killed thofe whom the 
® ■ * . people 
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people bad at firft rejefted, and elevated the perfon whom 
they bad demanded. The Germans, infomfed that the 
emperors were killed, retired, without committing- any 
hoftilities, to their quarters without the city. Thus Gor¬ 
dian remained in peaceable poffefiion of the empire 
Maximus and Balbinus bad reigned about one year and two 
months. 

Of the de[cent and birth of Gordian we have fpoken 
above. He was, according to Herodian, the fon of Ju¬ 
nius Balbus, by the filter of Gordian the younger, from 
whom he borrowed the name of M. Antonius Gordianus, 
as he is ilyled in all the ancient inferiptions. He was about 
thirteen years old when he came to the empire, and confe- 
quently muft have been born in the year 225, the fourth of 
Alexander’s reign. He was a youth of a gay temper, 
comely afpedt, and exceeding mild difpofition; which 
gained him the affeftion of all who approached him. Ca- 
pitolinus tells us, that he was beloved by perfons of all 
ranks more than any prince hack ever been before him. 
The fenate ufed to ftyle him their fon, the foldiers their 
child, and the people their darling. He was addidted to 
ftudy, and well inftrufted in moll branches of polite lite¬ 
rature. He had all the <jeceflary qualifications for forming 
an excellent prince; But, as he wanted experience, and 
fucha mother to diredl and advife him as Mamsea, in the 
beginning of his reign hofell into the hands of Maurus, 
and fome other crafty freedmen and eunuchs, who, abufing 
the confidence he'repofed in them, perfuaded him to do 
many things which he ever after regretted. They foon 
drove all good men from the court, raided to the firft em¬ 
ployments perfons altogether unworthy of them, p undered 
thetreafury, and did all the mifchief which wicked and 
avaricious minifters are capable of doing In the begin¬ 
ning of the year the young prince entered upon bis firft con- 
fulflnp, to which he had been named m the re.gnoOdaxi- 
mus and Balbinus, and took for his colleague Aviola. He 
now entertained the people with magnificent f^orti, in or¬ 
der to make them forget their paft heats and animofities. 

In the following year, when Spbinus was conful the fe- 
cpnd time with Venuftus, Sabmianus revolted “f 
and caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor } bu * *£ e 
vernor of Mauritania reduced the rebels to fuch a defperatc 
fituation, that they delivered up Sabmianus, acknow- 
leged their fault, and fubmitted. All the partifans of Sa- 

. Herod. P . 6 *,. Max. Balb. Vit. p. . 70 . ' Herod, lib. viii. 

p. fiai. Gord. Vit. p> i#o^->64- 
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binlanus were pardoned, but what was his fate we are not 
informed. Next year the emperor took upon him hi3 fecond 
confulfhip, having Pompeianus Civica for his colleague. 
The young prince married Furia Sabina Tranquillina, the 
daughter of Mifitheus, who was immediately honoured 
with the title of Augufta; but whether he had any chil- 
i/Iifithevi dren by her hiftory does not relate. He chofe MiGtheug 
captain of for his father-in-law, purely on account of his wifdom, in- 
and learning-, add appointed him captain of the 
in law ‘o' g uar d s » that he might have a .perfon of his extraordinary 
the tmpC- talents with whom to advife, not caring to truft to his own 
nr. t judgment. Mifitheus had no fooner taken poffeflion of that 
' important employment, than he acquainted the emperor 
with the mifcondu£t of Maurus, and bafe practices of the 
other freedmen and eunuchs; who were all difeharged, and 
banifhed the court. He refpefted Mifitheus as his father, 
gave him that title, ordered him to call him his fon, and 
returned thanks to the fenate for diflinguilhing his father- 
in-law with the title? of Father of Princes and Guardian of 
the Republic -, titles which he well deferred, being one of 
the few minifters who are faid to have had nothing in view 
hut the glory of their prince, and the welfare of the ftate. 
In the courfe of this year a dreadful earthquake ruined a 
great many cities, and deftroyed An infinite number of 
people r . 

Saptr.'iing When C. Vettius Aufidius Atjjcus and C. Afinius *Prx- 
qf Pcrfia, textatus were confuls, Rome was alarmed with infurrer,- 
tAcKa""n ** on 9 * n where the Peffians, under the conduct of 

dominions Sapor, fon and fucceffor to Artaxerxes, the reftorer of the 
iv tic Ea/t. Perfian monarchy, had entered the Roman dominions at 
the head of a formidable army, reduced all Mefopotamia, 
with the cities of Nifibis and Carrhx; and committed moll 
" dreadful ravages in Syria. He had even qiade himfelf maf¬ 
ter of Antioch, and threatened to oven-run the other pro¬ 
vinces, moll of the Romans who defended them havyig 
lifted•themfelves in his army. Gordian refolved to march 
in perfon againft fo formidable an enemy. Having there¬ 
fore caufed the tertiple of Janus to»be opened, according 
to the ancient cuftom, which had been long omitted, and 
perftaps.was never after pVattifed, he fet out for Rome this 
ye?r 242, the fourth of his reign, .with a numerous and well- 
difciplined army. Taking his route through Media, he 
defeated, jn that province, the Goths and Sarmatians, who 
difputed his palfage, and obliged them to abandon their 
conquelts, and return to their refpsftive countries. How- 

f Cord. yit. p, 161,16a, itj, 
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ever, hewaa worfted by the Alani in the celebrated plains 
o£ PhUippi in Macedon, or, as others will have it, of Phi- 
lippopoUs in Thrace*. But the Barbarians neg\e&ed to 
improve their viftory, and retired. Gordian purfued his 
march unmolefted' through Thrace, and, palling the Hel- 
lefpont, arrived fafe in Alia. 

From the Hellefpont he marched through Alia into Sy¬ 
ria, where he gained fignal advantages over the enemy, of 
which hiftorians give us but a cdhfufed account. However, 
they all agree, that he overcame the Perfians in feveral 
battles; that he recovered the cities of Nifibis and Carrha;, n , „ 
and obliged Sapor, with his powerful and numerous army, ft^eJby 
to abandon the Roman dominions, and retire with fhamtf , 

and difgrace into his own country, whither he purfued him 
as far as CteGphon*. He wrote to the fenate upon his ar¬ 
rival at Nifibis in Mefopotamia, informing them of the ad¬ 
vantages he had gained over the Barbarians in Macedon and 
Thrace: proceeding to enumerate his vittpries over the 
Perfians, he tells the fathers, that he had delivered the An- 
tiochians from the Perfian yoke, recovered Carrhse, and 
other cities, and was arrived at Nifibis, whence he defin¬ 
ed to proceed to Ctefiphon, “ provided the Gods, adds he, 
continue their protection to us, and preferve Mifitheus, my 
father and captain of tlie guards, by wbofe wife conduft 
we have atchieved thefe, and hope to accoinplilh ftill greater 
things. It is incumbcnf upon you, confcript fathers, to 
appoint public proceffions, to recommend us to the gods, 
and to return thanks to Mifitheus.” Upon the receipt of this Gird,an u 
letter the fenate decreed a triumph to the emperor, and a 
triumphal chariot to Mifitheus, with a pompous .nfcnptton, 
ftvline him the Father of Princes, Captain of the Guards, n IU jairi- 
and the Guardian of the Republic “. This inscription, mmpkal 
which was placed on the bafis of his triumphal ftatue, is 
ftill to be feen at Rome almoft entire. 

But the happinefs which the whole empire enjoyed un- 
derthe government of Gordian, and the wife adifl.niftra- *«■ 
tion of Mifitheus, was of fhort duration. The latter died 
in the following year, during the confullhip of Arrianu* 
and Papus, and B by his laft will left the Roman people hif 
heirs. Upon his depth, PhilifT was appointed paptam of 
the guards, and commander in chief, under the emperor, 
of aU the forces in the Eaft •. N«t year, when Peregn- 
nus and aEmilianus were confuls, the emperor emereil 'he 
Perfian dominions, in order to profccute the war which he 


1 Aur. Vift. Eutrop- 
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Rad fo fuecefsfully beguh. Plotinus, the celebrated philo, 
fopher, liftedrhimfelf in bin army, hoping by thefe means 
to have an opportunity of conferring with the Perfian and 
Indian philosophers *. 

Philip no fooner faw himfelf raifed to the important poft 
tatHoflhi ca P ta in the guards, than he began to afpire to the fo- 
f»ardt in vereignty itfelf. As the foldiers were greatly attached to 
hit rtm, the young prince, in order to leflen their affe&ion to him, 
he fometimes marched tHem into places where no provi¬ 
sions could be obtained; at cgher times fent the vdTels 
which attended the army, loaded with corn, another way 
hoping that the troops, diitreffed for want of fupplies, 
Would, notwithllanding their attachment to Gordian, be¬ 
gin to mutiny ; nor was he mittaken in his conjcflure, the 
moft turbulent among them, whom Philip had gained, 
whifpering, that Gordian, a youth only nineteen years old. 
Was not fit to command fuch powerful forces; that they 
wanted fuch a general as Philip, whom long experience 
bad taught how to govern an empire, how to command an 
army*. Gordian, however, advanced againlt Sapor, and, 
pieeting him in Mefopotamia, totally defeated on the banks 
of the Aboras, or Aburas, and obliged him te take (helter 
in the heart of his own dominions *. 

M* 'lid"! ® ut w ^ e the yo^R conquerpr warpurfuing the advan- 
it mutiny! ta g ea of his victory, Philip, who had already corrupted Jhe 
chief officers of the army, led tty: troops through barren 
sod defert countries, where, through failure of provifions, 
which they aferibed to want of experience i« Gordian, they 
openly mutinied, and demanded, that Philip might reign 
in conjunction with Gordian, as his guardian and gover¬ 
nor. The virtuous young emperor, unwilling to (lied Ro¬ 
man bipod, granted them their requeft, and took Philip for 
bis partner in the empire \ who, feeing himfelf upon a le¬ 
vel with his fovereign, foon began to ufurp an authority 
over him, and to difpofe of all employments, as if he had 
Yr, of El. been ft>k> emperor. This preemption Gordian could not 
*59*- 'bear, and therefore attempted to depofe him ; but Philip's 
II C* 1+4- E^rty prevailing, he was himfelf depafed, and murdered by 
* ~ u/urper. His death happened about the beginning of 

Gardiaa March t, .after he had lived nineteen years, and reigned 

dtp o/rrf. five year* and eight months. He was killed on the farthelb 

pijjlqia. borders of Pcrfia, in the place where his tomb was to be 
fepn in the year, 363, beyond the Euphrates and the Abo- 

* Porphyr. Vit. Plot. p. ■. y Gord. Vit. p. 163. Zo£ Jib. i. 
p. 641. z Armwifl, lib. nnui. » Cod. Juft. lib. in. tit. >4 
#6- 7 . P. *U> 

ias. 
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ras, between the cities of Cercufa, which flood near the con¬ 
flux of thofe rivers, and Dura, fituated very nftar the latter, 
about twenty miles diftance from the former river. The 
place was called Zantha or Zaithe b . The foldiers ereCted His tmh 
a (lately tomb to the memory of the deceafed emperor, with ' »/«- 
the following epitaph in the Greek, Latin, Perlian, He- ,a t k ' 
brew, and Egyptian tongues, that it might be read by all 
nations: “ To the deified Gordian, who conquered the 
Perfians, Goths, and Sarmatians, fupprefied the civil dis¬ 
cords, fubdued the Germane, but could not overcome the 
Philips.” The laft words allude, according to Capitolinus, 
to his having been overcome by the Alani in the plains of 
Philippi, and his being killed by Philip c . But we cannot 
be perfuaded that this epitaph was put up during the life 
and reign of the emperor Philip All thofe who had im¬ 
brued their hands in the blood of this excellent prince, pe- 
rifhed foon after. Capitolinus writes, that they difpatched 
themfelves with the fame fwords which they had employed 
againft him (S). . 


h Ammian. lib. xxiii. p. 144—*4-6. Zof. lib. iii. p. 716. NoriS, 
Epitt. p->87. ' Gord. Vit. p. i«j. 


(S) The writen who flou- 
rilhed under Gordian weft, Cen- 
ibrinus, who wrote, or rather 
finilhed, his famous bpok, # inT 
titled, De die Natali, in the 
juft year of that prince’s reign, 
Herodian, who wrote, in eight 
books, the hiftory of the em¬ 
perors, from the death of M. 
Aurelius to that of Maximus 
and Balbinus, Under Gordian 
likewife flourilhed Arriao, a 
Greek hiftorian, quoted by Ca- 
pitolinui in his hiftory ol the 
reigns of Maxirainus and Gor¬ 
dian (l), andjEliua Julius Cor- 
dus, often quoted by the Au- 
guftine hifloriacs (2). He wrote 
the lives of the emperors, from 
Trajan to the two Gordians; 
but filled his hiftoiy, according 
to Capitolinus, with many im¬ 
pertinent and trifling accounts. 
jElius Safiinus wrote’ the life of 

Voff. Hift. Gnc. lib. iv. 

,) Voir. Hift. Lat. lib. ii- cap. 

Volf. Hift, Lat, lib, ii. cap -1 


Maximinus; VulcaniusTeren- 
tianus was author of the livea 
of the three Gordians, in whofe 
times they lived, and Curius 
Fortunatianus wrote the hiftory 
of the reign of the two Maxi- 
mins, Some pretend, that the 
hiftory of Fortunatianus is (till 
ex taut, and lodged in the em¬ 
peror's library; nay, that it 
was formerly printed in Italy. 
In the reign of the emperor 
Conftantine were Hill extant 
fome books of epigrams by Fa- 
bilius, a Greek grartfbianan, 
and one of the preceptors of 
Maximinus the younger, and 
various poems written by Toxo-* 
tias, a fenator of the family of 
Antoninus Pius. He married 
Junia Fadilla, formerly be¬ 
trothed to young Maximinui, 
and died foon after he had dif- 
charged the office of prator (3). 

n. 17. Maximin. Vit. p. 1 S°- 

3, p. 179. Macrin. V»t- b 9* 
PhUip 
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BirtA and 
txtraBiun 
if Philip. 


Philip was bom in Boftra, a city of Arabia Petraza, of 
a very mean defcent; for bis father ib fa id to have been a 
famous captain of banditti in that country d . In the an¬ 
cient infcriptions he is ftyled M. Julius Philippus, and his 
wife Marcia Otacilla Severa. He had a fon, named like- 
wife Philip, born in the year 137, confequently feven years 
old when his father feized the empire. The emperor him- 
felf was at that time, according to the chronicle of Alex¬ 
andria °, about forty bftt Aurelius Viftor fuppofes him 
to have been much older (T). r He no fooner faw hiitiffilf 
invefted with the fovereign power, than he declared his fon 
Csefar, and though but feven years old, (hared the empire 
■with him. He then wrote to the fenate, acquainting them 
with the death of Gordian, which he falfly afcribed to a 
natural diftemper, and with hfs own election f . Philip, de- 
iirous to return to Rome, immediately concluded a peace 
with the Ferlians, and led back his army into Syria. He 
arrived at Antioch before Eafter, which, according to Eu- 
febius *, was celebrated this year on the fourteenth of 
April; and from thence 'departed for Rome, where he was 
received with the ufual demonftrations of joy by the fenate 
and people; whole affeflions, though they at fir ft feemed 
averfe to him, he foon gained, by his mild adminiftration, 
and conciliating behaviour 11 . He appointed his brotherPrifcus 
commander in chief of the troops in Syria, and Severianus, 
his father-in-law, general of the fprees in Media and Mace- 
don, perfons ill qualified for thofe important polls *. 

In the following year the emperor entered upon his firft 
confulfhip, having Titianus for his colleague; and foon 
after, leaving the city, marched again!! the Carpi, who, 
palling the Danube, had invaded Madia, and plundered 
Defeat] the great part of that province. The emperor defeated them 
Carpi, in two battles, and obliged them to repafs the Danube, and 


He nn- 
dudei a 
prace with 
the Per- 
fianj. 


* Card. Vit. p. iGj. Zonar. p. 119. Vift. Epir. * Chron. 

Alexand. p. 630. f Gordian. Vit. p. 164.. I Eufeb. 

lib. vi. cap. 34. h Aur. Vift. Zof. lib. i. p. 646. 1 Ibid, 

p. £4*. * 43 - 


v (T) Whether or not Philip 
was the firft Chriftian emperor, 
has been the fubjefi of great 
difputes among the learned. 
The affirmative feems to us by 
far the mod probable, being 
maintained . by the following 
writers; namely, Jerom, Chry- 
.fcftom, Dionyfius of Alexan¬ 


dria, Zonaras, Nicephorus, Ce- 
drenus, Rufinus, the chronicle 
of Alexandria, Syncellus, Oro- 
fius, Jomandes, the anonymous 
writer publilhed by Valelius, 
with Ammianus Marcellinus, 
the learned cardinal Bona, A- 
bulfaragiui, Vincentius, Lirin- 
enlis, and Huetius. 
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cept the deftruftion of the theatre of Pompey, by fire and 
another {lately building called Centum Columns, or the 
Hundred Pillars. In the beginning of the following year 
the emperor entered upon his fecond confulfhip, with his 
fon, whom he honoured with the title of Auguftus, and 
vfcfted with the tribunitial gpwer k . Both.princes retained 
the fafees all this and the following year, to celebrate with 
the greater pomp and magnificence the thoufandth year of t/m tha- 
Rome, begun on the twenty-firft of April of the year 247/ [andthjiar 
of the Chriilian sra, and fifth of Philip’s reign, according °/ Homt. 
to the computation of Varro, which was then followed by 
molt hifiorians and chronologers. Extraordinary rejoicings 
■were' made in the city, (hews of all kinds exhibited for ten 
days together, and an incredible number of wild beads, re- 
ferved by Gordian for his triumph over the Perfians, killed, 
and diftributed among the people* 1 . This year .he emperor Unnatural 
publifhed an edi&, forbidding, under the fevered penalties, luftfup- 
all manner of unnatural lull, and thofe infamous practices prtjftdat 
which had long prevailed in Rome, being countenanced by R,m - 
the wicked, and tolurafed by the good princes m . When 
M. uEmilianus was the fecond time conful with Julius Aqui- 
linus, the Eaftern provinces, no longer able to pay the taxes 
with which they were opprefled, nor endure the haughty 
conduCl of Prifr,us, their governor, openly revolted, and Srv„ a l 
proclaimed Papianus, or Jotopianus, emperor i but he was rMlum. 
foon kilted, and his death put an end to the difturbances 
on that fide n . At the fame time the provinces of MoeGa 
and Pannonia rebelled, and eleCted P. Carvilius Marinus, 
who was but a centuiion. In confequence of this revolt, 

Philip, in great confiernation, intreated the fenate either to 
enable him to quafh the rebellion, or to depofe him, if they 
were diflatisfied with his conduit. This unexpected fpeech 
furprifed the fenate; but Decius, while the other fenators 
continued filent, addrefling the emptror, told him, that he 
had no reafon to fear Marinus, whofe preemption, as h? 
was unequal to any great unddltaking, would fjpon prove 
his ruin. 

What Decius had foretold, happened a few days after, 
when Marinus was killed by thofe very perlons who had 

k Onuph, p. »6o. Goitz.'p, 107. iPngi, p. *47. Spanh. 

lib. iii. p. 147. n Alex. Vii. p. 111. Aur. Vift. " Zof. lib. i. 
p. 641. 


raifed 
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raifed him to the empire. Philip then recalling his father- 
in-law Severiinus, obliged 1 Decius, much again!! his in¬ 
dination, to accept of the government of Mcefia and Pan- 
nonia. He no fooner appeared there, than the fbldiers pro- 
Pteim dt- claimed him emperor, and forced him to accept the fove- 
rlaredem- reignty, threatening him with death, if he declined the 
fmr by the offer. Fear, therefore, getting the better of his fidelity, he 
JVfrmain himfelf to be arrayed with the imperial purple, and 

J ’ the fddiers to fwear allegiance to him. Zonaras tells us. 
that he immediately wrote to Philip, alluring him, that he 
would refign the fovereignty as foon as he reached Rome °. 
i But Philip, without relying upon fuch promifes, marched 
with the greateft expedition again!! the ufurper, hoping to 
furprife him. His ion he left jtt Rome, with a detachment 
of the praetorian guards, to over-awe the city. Decius, 
having timely notice of his march and approach, received 
Yr. of FI. him with his troops in order of battle. An a&ion enfued, 
A D*! * n w hich great numbers of Philip’s troops were cut in 
u’ c, 5*7" pieces, and the reft oblige;! to retire to Verona, where he 
- himfelf was killed by the army. The news of his death 

Philip no fooner reached Rome, than the praetorian guards dif- 
rvtrcmi patched his fon, who was then in their camp. Such was 
pad kilttd. [jjg cn( j 0 f t }, c emperor Philip, affer he had reigned five 
years, and fome months. Both he ahd his fon were, ac¬ 
cording to Eutropius’, ranked among the gods ; a circijm- 
Itance which (hews, that his adiriniftration was not dif- 
pleafing to the fenate, though he had fucceeded Gordian, a 
prince fo much and fo univerfally beloved (U). 

Upon the death of Philip and his fon, Decius was ac- 
knowleged emperor, fir!! by the foldiery, and foon after by 
the fenate and people, who wanted both ftrength and cou¬ 
rage to difpute the de£tion of the new prince, He was a 


■ Zonar. p- 119. p Cod. Juft. lib. ix. tit. 3a. leg. 6. p. 489, 

It lib. viii. tit. 56. leg. 1. p. 804, See. 

1 


(U) Eufebius and Diouyfius 
of Alexandria, who ivas, raifed 
{o that fee ip his reign, tell us, 
that under him the ChrifHan re¬ 
ligion was publicly preached; 
that it fiouriflied and encreafed 
snore than it had done under 
any other prince (i ) t Of Phi¬ 
lip, the fon, authors obferve, 
(hat he was of fuch a grave, or 

(O&ufeh. lib. vi. sap. jo, *31. 
Alex and, p. 630. 


rather melancholy temper, that 
no one could, by any contriv¬ 
ance, ever make him laugh or 
fmile, Both he and his mo¬ 
ther Marcia Qtaciha Severs 
profefled, according to St. Je- 
rom (a), and the chronicle of 
Alexandria (3), the Chritliait 
religion. 

(tj Hier. Cbron. (3) Chron, 

native 
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native of Bubalia, or Budalia, a town in tbe territory n , birth 
of Sirmium, in Lower Pannonia, and, acc«-ding to the and dt/ant 
chronicle of Alexandria «, raifed to the empire in the 
fifty-feventh, but according to Viflor the younger, only 
in the forty-feverith year of his age. He had by his wife 
Herennia Etrufcilla four fons, namely, Decius, Holtilianus, 

Etrufcus, andTiajan. The name of MeiEus was common 
to them all; whence we may conclude, that it was the 
name of the family. The emperbris ftyled, in the ancient 
itffcriptions, Caius Meffius .Quintus Traianus Decius. He Histha- 
was, according to Zofimus his panegyrift, defcended of an raa,r - 
illuftrious family, and endowed with every good quality r .^ 

Viftor the younger ftyles him the bell of princes, and Vo- 
pifcus equals him to the molUenowncd commanders of an¬ 
tiquity *. He was no foonc'r veiled with the fovercignty, 
than he declared his eldeft fon Csefar, and Prince of the 
Youtn. The fame title he foon after bellowed upon his 
three other fons '. 

In the very beginning of his reign he raifed the moll Hu fruit 
dreadful perfection that had ever oppreffed the church, in- 
flamed by his zeal for the declining caufe of paganifm, which J chur(h _ 
he faw fatally undermined by tbe wonderful progrefs of 
Chriftianity. Concluding therefore, that the one could not 
be fupported but by tile utter ruin of the other, he enacted 
molt cruel edifts againft all who profefled the Chriltian re¬ 
ligion (W). This perfection, however, did not rage, with 
great violence, above a year, the emperor and magiftrates 
being by the invijion of feveral barbarous nations, diverted 
from fcarching after the Chriltians; for, about the end of 
the firft year of Decius’s reign, when he was conful for the 
feconJ time with Vicius Gratus, the Scythians, that is, the 
Goths, having paffed the Danube, under the conduct of 


s Chron. Alexand p. ij*. ' Zo£ lib. i. p. * -* ur - 

Vifl.p. «j. * Gultt p. iop. Onuph.p. * 4 '. Occo,p.t54. 

(W) He vented his 


v .., — . ”ge 

chiefly upon the bifliops, of 
whom many were feized, in¬ 
humanly raeked and executed ; 
and, among the reft, Fabian 
bilhop of Rome, Babylas bi- 
Ihop of Antioch, and Alexan¬ 
der bilhop of Jemfalem. Great 
numbers of Chriltians fled to 
barren mountains, rocks, and 
defects, choofing rather to live 
(4) Hier. VitPaul.p. * 17 - fi.ufcb.lib, iii. cap- 39 
fee. cap. 4. 


amongft wild beafts, tlfcn men 
who had divelted themfelves of 
reafonand humanity. Among 
thefe was the celebrated hermit* 
Pail, who, withdrawing into 
the deferts of Egypt, lea a fo- 
Iitary life for the fpace of ninety 
years at leaft, and became the 
father and founder of the order 
of Anchorets (4). 


l*». Pw- 
their 
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their kin? Cniva, inverted the city of Euiterium in Lowef 
Media; but meeting with a vigorous oppofition from Gal- 
lus, who was afterwards emperor, they raifed the fiege, 
and attacked Nicopolis, another city in the fame province. 

Decius difpatched his elded fon againft the Barbarians, at 
the head of a numerous and well-difciplined army; who 
falling upon them unexpectedly, cut thirty thqufand of 
them in pieces, and obliged the reft to retire beyond Mount 
Haemus, which parted Mbefia from Thrace : however, they 
foon recruited their army, and} entering Thrace, laid fiege 
tD Philippopolis on the Hebrus. Young Decius haftened to 
' <the relief of the place; but while his troops were refrefliing 
themfelves, after a long march, in the neighbourhood of 
but Mi or - Bcrcca, a city of the fame province, Cniva, coming fud- 
my is in the ^eniy U p 0 n them, deftroyed the whole army, and obliged 
’cutoff"'^ f h c young prince to fave himfelf by flight into Mrefia. 

*’ Cniva then returned before Philippopolis; and, having made 
himfelf mafter of the place, maflacred the inhabitants to 
the number of one hundred thoufand", without diftinftion 
of fex or age w , ravaged Thrace, and laid wafte great part 
ofMacedon, where L. Prifcus, probably brother to the late 
emperor, commanded at that time ; but he, inftead of op- 
pofing, joined the enemy, and cwifed himfelf to be pro¬ 
claimed emperor. Deciu3, who had remained at Rome to 
confecrate the walls of the city, which he had ordered to 
be built, or rather repaired, immediately fet out for Pan- 
nonia ; where, in the beginning of the following year, he 
took upon him his third confulfhip, and honoured with that 
dignity his eldeft fon, ftyled, in the infcriptions of this 
Yhe Goths year, Q. Herennius Decius Csfar *. Decius overcame the 
are over- Goths, lays Zofimus, in feveral engagements, obliged them 
come by the t 0 relinquifh the booty they had taken, and drove them out 
emperor. t j, e Roman dominions. Prifcus was declared by the fe- 
nate a public enemy, and {lain; but where, or in what 
mannef, hiftory does not inform us. 

From Thrace the emperor wrote to the fenate, acquaint¬ 
ing them, that he defigned to re-eftablifh the office of cen- 
cfor, leaving to them the choice of a perfon fit for the dif- 
charge of fo great a truth The fenate, upon the receipt of 
the emperor’s letter, aflembled in the temple of Caftor and 
ehofe* cen- Pollux -, and there, inftead of waiting till their votes were 
afked, cried out with one voice, as foon as the letter was 
read, Let Valerian be cenfor ; let him cenfure and cor- 
reft the faults of others who has no faults of his own. 1 ' 
Of Valerian, who was raifed to the empire two years afterj 


The office 
of cenfor 
re-tjia- 
blijbtd. 

Valerian 


Amrnian. lib. XX?ti. p. 44 <. 

de Reb. Goth. sap. 1,8. p. «jy. 


* Zof. lib. i. p, <44. Jor- 
* Spinh. p. *34. 
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we (hall (peak in a more proper place. He was then in 
Thrace with Decius; who, upon his receivfhg the decree 
of the fenate, caufed it to be publicly read ; exhorted Va¬ 
lerian not to decline an office, to which he had been called 
by the republic with fuch extraordinary marks of efteem and 
diftinftion. Valerian earnestly intreated the emperor not 
to lay a burden upon him, to which he was in every re- 
fpedt unequal * ; but does not tell us whether he was in the 
end prevailed upon to undertake’the office, 

* Soon after, the emperor marched again ft the Goths, over- Decins 
came them, and reduced them to fuch difficulties, chat they gains u« 
offered to releafe all the prifoners they had taken, and re- aJ V an - 
linquifh their booty, provided he would fuffer them to re- c 0 °^/ r 
tire unmolefted: but Deciq^ refolved to exterminate the 
whole nation, and deliver Rome from fo troubiefome an 
enemy, fent Trebonianus Gallus, with a ftrong detach¬ 
ment’ to cut off their retreat; and, purfuing them clofe 
with the reft of the army, came up with them before they 
reached the Danube, and engaged them a fecond time. 

The Goths, knowing that all lay at ftake, fought like men 
in defpair. Young Decius (ignalized himfelf on this occa- 
fion, and isfaid to have killed many of the enemy with his 
own hand ; but being mortally wounded with an arrow, he r Df 
fell from his horfe in (he fight of the whole army. The em- f, j,//. 
peror, feeing him fall, cried out to his foldiers, without ed, 
betraying the leaft concept, "We have loft but one man ; 
fellow-foldiers, let not fo fmall a lofs difeourage you.” 

Having uttered thefe words, he rufhed into the midft of 
the enemy; but, inftead of revenging the death of his fon, andlike- 
was himfelf furrounded on all fides, overpowered, and -wife the 
(lain. *■P 

The Goths, after the death of Decius, purfued their vie- n, Rt . 
tory, and made a dreadful havock of the diffieartened army, man army 
Such of the Romans as efcaped the general flaughter, fled cut in 
to the legions commanded by Gallus; who, by pretending 
a great concern for the unfortunate end of Decius, ^tnd the 
defeat of his army, and feigning to march againft the Bar¬ 
barians, gained the hearts of the foldiery, who, with loud, 
acclamations, proclaimed him emperor. He immediately y r , 0 fFI, 
declared his fon Volufianus Caefar ; married him tt) Heren- *399. 
nia Etrufcilla, the daughter of the deceafcd prince ; and, A. D. *51, 
to remove all fufpicion of his being acceffary to the mif- 98> ' 

fortunes which had-befallen him and his army, be adopted pro. 

Hoftilianus, the only furviving fon of Decius; conferred claimed 
upon him the title of Auguftus; veiled him with the tri- emfinr. 

r Viler. Vit.p, 173* »74- , 
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bunitial power; and appointed him coilful for the enfu* 
ing year *. Gaius Vibius Trebonianus Callus was a native 
of the iiland of Meninx, on the coaft of Africa, called 
afterwards Garba, and at prefent Gerbi and Zarbi. Of 
his family no mention is made by the writers who have 
reached us i and all we know of his employments is, that 
he commanded the troops on the frontiers of Media in 250, 
and in the prefenc year 251. He was, according to the 
chronicle of Alexandria,' fifty-feven, but, according to 
Vidfor the younger, only forty-five, when raifed to the cim 
pire. Hoftilia Severa, honoured-on fame medals with the 
title of Augufta, is fuppofed to have been his wife. His 
fon is ftyled in fome incriptions C. Vibius Volufianus, and, 
in others, Annius Callus Trebonianus. His election was 
no fooner confirmed by the fenate, than, in lie ad of re* 
venging the death of .Decius, and the overthrow of his 
army, he concluded a dilhonourable peace with'the Goths ) 
fuffered them to retire unmoleiled with all their booty and 
prifoners, among whom were many Romans of great dif- 
tinflion; and even engaged to pay them yearly a conGder* 
able fum, provided they continued quiet in their own 
country *. After having concluded this ignominious peace* 
he returned to Rome; and, in the beginning of the follow¬ 
ing year, entered upon his firft confallhip, taking his foil 
for his colleague. He began his reign with reviving all the 
edi£ts which had been publifhed jjy bis predecefior againft 
the Chrillians, and caufed them to be put in execution 
with the utmofi rigour. At the fame tinieji dreadful plague 
breaking out in Ethiopia, on the confines of Egypt, fpread 
over all the provinces of the empire, and fwept away in¬ 
credible numbers of people, efpecially at Rome, where it 
raged with great violence (X). The fame year Was re¬ 
markable for a general drought, a great famine, and wars 
kindled in mod parts of the empire. M. Aufidlus Perpen- 
na Licinianus aflumed the title of Auguilus> but this re¬ 
volt wal foon fupprefled b ; in what manner, we are entirely 


* Zof. lib. i. p. 644. GolitZ. p. in. Zonrr- p. 644. 
"de Rtb. Goth. cap. 19. p■ 63s. Zof. p. 644. 

Occo, p. 4^4. . 


(X Some authors write, that 
it carried off, among the red, 
-Holtilianus, the fon of Deciui, 
foon after he'had been honoured 
with the title of Auguilus (1} j 


• Jornand. 
b Vi£t. Epit. 


but Zofimus allures ui, that 
Galius caufed him to be put to 
death, and then gave out that 
he died of the plague (s). 


(*) ZeC p. 644, 


(1} Vifl, Epit. 


ignorant. 
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ignorant. The' Goths, the Borani, the Carpi, the Bur- 
Rundi, or Burgundiones, a people dwelling fn the banks of 
the Danube, broke into Mrefia and Paiinonia ; the Scythi¬ 
ans over-ran Afia, and the Perfians, entering Syria, ra¬ 
vaged that province, and eyen made themfelves mailers of 
Antioch c . Aimilianus, who commanded in Mmfia, over¬ 
came the Barbarians in a pitched battle, and obliged them 
to quit the Roman dominions. a 

Elated with this fuccefs, anddefpifing Gallus, who wal- JEm.liamu 
kwed in pleasures at Rome, while his generals were ex- proclaimed 
poling their lives in defence of the empire, he caufed him- ™P tr " 
felf to be proclaimed emperor, and was faluted by the troops 
under his command, whofe affeftions he had gained, with * 
the titles of Auguftus and Father of his Country. ’ This 
revolt roofed Gallus from his lethargy, who immediately- 
ordered Valerian to march with the Gaulifh and German 
legions again this new rival. But Aimilianus, without 
giving him time to affemble his troops, advanced towards 
Italy, and, by long marches, arrived irt a Ihort time at lr- 
teramna, nowTerni, about thifty-two miles from Rome. 

There he was met by Gallus, and his Ton, at the head of a 
confiderable army ; but the troops of the latter, defpifing CaBu, i, 
their leaders, flew them in the light of Aimilianus, and m ' d ty 
proclaimed him emperttr; Such was the end of the em- 
peror Gallus, after he had reigned a year and fix months ". mn ‘ 

No foorier was intelligence of their death brought to Rome, JEmilianu, 
than the fenate confirmed the eleftion of the foldiery, arid P Ticl * *>'d 
honoured the ne^ prince with the ufual titles. ASmilius T{ er!lr at 
AJmilianus, as Aufelius Viflor calls him, or C. Julids JE- K8A, ‘ 
milianus, as he is ftyled 011 the ancient coins, was a Moor 
• of a very mean defcent. He had ferved front his youth in 
the Roman armies, and railed himfelf to the firft employ¬ 
ments in the (late; for he had beep conful before he at* 
tained the empire'. In the letter which he wrote to the 
fenate after the death of Gallus, he promifed to drive the 
Goths out of Thrace, and the Perfians out of Mefopota- 
tnia and Armenia, to comport himfelf in every thing as the 
lieutenant of the republic, and to I ewe the exercife of the 
fovereign power to the fenate f (Y), The troops, which Va- r 

* leriati 

c Zof. p. 644. Zosar. p, 231. a Syncel. p, j;S, 'Birag. 

5.364. f Zonar. p. 133. 


(X) Aurelius Vi£tor writes, 
that he governed with great mo- 
Vui. XIII, 


deration ; wherein he difagrees 
with Zonaras, who tells us, that 
Ii he 
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lerian was leading to the afliftance of Gallus, hearing in 
Rhsetia that he was dead, refufed to fubmit to the new 
prince, and proclaimed their own general emperor; who, 
thereupon, quickening his march, palled the mountains, 
and entered Italy at the head of a very numerous and well- 
difciplined body of troops. 

Yr. of FI. /Emilianus’s army no fooner underfliood that Valerian, of 
A*I) OI i whom they entertained a high opinion, had been pro- 
U.'c/iooi! claimed emperor by the troops under his command, than 

._ they fell upon their own leader, and difpatchcd him, to 

He is killed avoid, fays Zonaras, a civil war, and the Ihedding of the 
by his a mm blood of their fellow-citizens. jEmilianus was killed at 
min, and Spoletum, now Spoleti, or at a bridge in that neighbour- 
Proclaimed hood; which Viftor the younger pretends to have been 
emperor in thence called the Bloody Bridge. He died in the forty- 
his room, fixth year of his age, after a fhort reign of three, or, at 
molt, of four months* (Y). 

s Hier. Chron. Eutrop. Aur. Vi£t, 

he afted more like a foldier than and, under the Chrillian em- 
a prince, and did many things perors, to carry the great ftand- 
highly unbecoming an empe- urd with the crofs. They 
ror(i). were fuperior in rank to the 

(Y) Eufebius does not even prstforun guards, and diftin- 
rank him among the emperors guilhed with particular badges 

(2) ; and is therein followed by peculiar to them. This corps 
the chronicle of Alexandria, corhifted of three thoufand five 
and that of Nicephorus, in hundred men before JulUnian’s 
which Valerian is placed im- time, who fs faid to have in- 
mediately after Gallus. Ac- creafed them to the number of 
cording to Aurelius Vidtor, JE- five thoufand five hundred, 
milianus died a natural death They were divided into feveral 

(3) . In his reign C. Virius bands of horfe and foot, called 
Faulinus was governor of Rome, fcholae, and commanded by feme 
and comes domellicorum (4). perfon of great diftindlion, 
This is the firft time we find ilyled comes domefticorum (5). 
the lattir employment, which,’ From feveral inferiptions of this 
in the fourth century, became time, we learn, that the word 
very famous, mentioned in hif- comes was already a title of dig- 

*torv. Pancirolius takes the nity; lo that the title of comes, 
words domeftici and protean- or count, does nor, as fome 
res to bd fynouymous terms, imagine, owe its original entire- 
The province of the latter was ly to Conftantine. 
to guard the prince’s perfon, 

(i) Zonar. p.*33. (1) Euftb. lib. vii.cap. >o.p. 155. (j) Anr. 

Vift. in .ffimil. (4) Onuph, in Fall p. * 6 *. (5) Pancir. in 

Mot. Imp. Rom. cap. 1 9. 

zEmilianus 
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iEmilianus being killed, the fenate, with great demon- 
ftrations of joy, confirmed the eleftion of*Valerian, and 
conferred upon his fon Gallienus the title of Caefar, Va¬ 
lerian was defcended from one of the moil illullrious fami¬ 
lies in Rome, had commanded armies, and difcharged, 
with great reputation, the chief employments of the em¬ 
pire, Doth civil and military. He was adored by perfons 
of all ranks, for his integrity, prudence, modefty, and 
extraordinary accompliihments.' He was well verfed in all 
ibe branches of learning, and had ever lived free from the 
vices which generally prevailed in thofe difiolute times. 
Thus he was univerfally judged worthy of the empire be¬ 
fore he attained it; but was afterwards found unequal tb 
fuch a weighty charge; whe'nce moil writers afcribe to his 
want of activity, prudence,‘and refolution, the many cala¬ 
mities which befel the empire in his and his fon’s reign ll . 
Before his acceilion to the empire, he was prince of the 
fenate, a rank which gave him a right to vote before all the 
confulars. Afterwards he commanded the third legion, 
and was, by degrees, raifed to the full polls in the army. 
He attended Decius in his wars with the Goths, and was, 
while he continued with him in Thrace, named by the 
fenate to the cenforfhip, in the manner we have related 
above (Z). He began bis reign with great applaufe, and 
conduced himfelf fo as to gain the affetlions both of the 
fenafe and people, paying the utmoft refpeft to the former, 
and eafing the other of the heavy taxes, with which they 
had been loaded,by his predecelfors. He ena£ted many 
excellent laws, and fupprefled moil of the diforders, which, 

s Eutrop. Zof. lib. i. p. 640. 

(Z) In the ancient infcrip- pire. By his fecond mfe, nam- 
tions he is ftyled P. Licinius ed by fome writers Mariniana 
Valerianus ; to thele names (2), he had Valerian, who was 
Viftor the younger adds that twice cooful, to wit, in 25B 
of Colobius; and Onuphrius and 263, and honoured, either 
quotes an infcription, in which by his rather, or by his brother 
he is named P. Aurelifls Lici-. Gallienus, with the title of^ 
nius Valerius Valerianus (1). Cwfar (4) He had other fons; 
He married two wives, and had fof Gallienus is fajtl to have 
by the firft, whofe name is not married hi3 brother’s ®ns, and 
mentioned in hiftory,Gallienus, to have ftyled himfelt I he 
who fucceeded him in the em- Brother of many PriuceB (4;. 

(1) Onupli. in Fall. p. *6*. (») Birag- p.jfi*. 

Vit. p, 17J. Goltz, p, 114- (4) Idem ibid. 
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in thofe unhappy times, prevailed, not only at Rome, but 
throughout th« empire. He employed only men of merit) 
and moft of thofe whom he preferred to the command of 
his armies, were afterwards raifed to the empire 1 . In the 
beginning of the following year 254, he entered upon his 
fecond confulfhip, with his fon Gallienus. Zufimus writes, 
that at the commencement of his reign, he took Gallienus 
for his partner in the empire, being induced to this action 
by the danger to which th£ empire, invaded on all lides by 
fit empire *be Barbarians, was then expoffd 11 ; for the Germans amt 
invaded on the Franks committed great devaftations in that part of 
all /Jet Ig Gaul which bordered on the Rhine; the Goths and the 
tin Barba * Carpi invaded the provinces of Mafia, Thrace, and Ma- 
r,ao/ ' cedon; and the Perfians, pacing the Euphrates, over-ran 
Syria, Cilicia, and Cappadocia. Aurelian, at that time 
tribune of a legion quartered in Mentz, fell upon the Franks 
while they were ravaging the neighbouring country, Hilled 
a great number, took many prifoners, whom he fold for 
Haves, and obliged the r^ft to quit their booty, and re¬ 
tire (A). 

Tht Cer. Valerian being conful the third time, and Gallienus the 
mans de- fecond, a great viftory was gained in Germany by the latter, 
jeated by who thereupon afiumed the title of GermaniCus Maximus, 
(sp/lientv. as appears from feveral medals of tTii^year 1 ; but what na¬ 
tion he overcame, whether the Franks, or the Alemanni, 


* 

1 Aur. Vit. p. ait. Trebcl. Pollio. Hift. Trigint. Tyranr. cap. 9. 
p. 1S9. Prob. Vit. p. *34. k Zof. lib. i. p. 646. 1 Birag. 
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(A) The country of the 
Franks, now for the firft time 
mentioned in hiftory, was bound¬ 
ed on the north by the ocean ; 
on the weft by the ocean and 
the river Rhone; and on the 
fouth byvjthe Wefer : according 
to which defeription, they pol- 
fefled the modern countries of 
alVeftphalia, HelTe, and fome 
adjacent ftates ft). They wye 
a motly ^Ihulritude, confuting 
of various German nations 
dwelling beyond the Rhine ; 
who, uniting in defence of their 


common liberty, took thence 
the name of Franks, the 
word frank fignifyiug in their 
language, as it ftill does in ours, 
free (2). Among them we find 
the following nations mention¬ 
ed, the Adtuarii, Chamavi, 
Brufteri, Salii, Frifii, Chauci, 
Amfivayi, and Catti (3). The 
Franks are fometimes called 5 i- 
cambri, becaufe they inhabited 
the country formerly poffeffed 
by that nation, which was en¬ 
tirely cut off by Auguftus. 


(1} Adrian. ValeC. Rer. Francicar. Bucb. p. 109. (») Buch. 

ibid. (]) Adrian. Valef. Mot. Gall, p.'ipi. SijBucb. p. aio. 
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who inhabited the countries lying between the Rhine, the 
Maine, and the Danube, hiftory does nottdeclarS. The 
next confuls were Maximus and Glabrio, during whofe ad- 
miniftration Gallienus, with a body of ten thoufand men, 
defeated, if Zonaras is to be credited, three hundred thou- 
fand Alemanni in the neighbourhood of Milan j vanquiihed 
the Heruli, a Gothic nation; and with great fuccefs made 
war upon the Franks m . 'We wifli that writer had given us 
a more diftinfl: account of thefe'heroic exploits. In Gaul 
■Pofthumius, a commander pf great prowefs and experience) 
gained great advantages over feveral German nations, who 
had invaded that provinceValerian being conful the 9t Chri. 
fourth time, and Gallienus die third, a violent perfection ft’««>per. 
was raifed againft the Christians; Macrianus, a celebrated 
magician of Egypt, having feduced the emperor, who had 
been hitherto a great patron of the Chriftian religion, by 
perfuading him, that the affairs of the empire would never 
profper till the Pagan rites were reftored, and the religion 
of the Chriftians, fo odious to 0 ie gods, utterly abolifhed. 

This perfecution, commonly reckoned the eighth, Med 
three years; that is, from the prefent year 257 to the year 
260, when Valerian was taken prifonerby thePerfians. 

Aurelian having fuc^eeded Ulpius Crinitus in the com- 
mand of the troops*in Illyricum and Thrace, drove the The Geiht 
Goths out of thofe provinces, took an incredible num- defeatettij 
ber of prifoners, and* purfuing them beyond the Da- A * re,ia «. 
nubc, laid wafte their country, and returned to Moefia “ ndt "* 
loaded with bootyAt the fame time Probus, palling the tinsh 
Danube, defeated the Sarmatians and Quadi. About the Prebus. 
latter end of this year the emperor, leaving Rome, fet out 
for the Eaft, to oppofe the Perfians, who had invaded Me- 
fopotamia and Syria, and committed dreadful ravages. He 
reached Byzantium in the beginning of the following year, 
when Memmius Tufcus and Bafius were confuls; and held 
a council, at which all the chief officers of the empire 
affifted, to deliberate about the meafures to be taten j for The Per- 
Sapor, king of Perfia, had already feizcd all Armenia, J' am over- 
made himfelf maftef of Nifibis and'Carrhse in Mefopot^ run feveral 
mia, and, advancing into Syria at the head of a powerfuT f nv,Ke,, ‘ 
army, had ravaged that proving, and taken Antioch. His 
guide in this expedition was Cyriades, defcendea of an il- 
luftrious family, but abandoned from his youth to all man¬ 
ner of wickednefs ; infomuch, that not able to bear the re¬ 
proaches and wholefome admonitions of his father, he fled 

m Zonar. Vit. Gailicn. p- *35. ■ Trebel. Poll, in Vit. Trigint. 

tPyrsnn. p. 1 >4. » Aurel. Vit. p. jij, 
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from home, and retired into PerGa, carrying thither a great 
quantity of goifi and Giver which he had purloined. There 
he entered into the fervice of the Perfian king, initigated 
him to make war upon the Romans, and ferved him as a 
guide, being well acquainted with the countries, in his 
inarches through Mesopotamia, Armenia, and Syria. Sa¬ 
por, after he had taken and plundered Antioch, returned 
into PerGa, to difeharge his arm) of the immenfe booty 
with which they were encumbered ; and left Cyriades go¬ 
vernor of the conquered countries, who now aiTumed the* 
title of Cxfar, and Toon after that of Augultus, and was 
acknowleged emperor by molt of the ealtern provinces *. 

r At the fame time the Borani, a Scythian nation, crofGng 
the Euxine Sea, furprifed and plundered the cities of Pytus 
in Bofporus, and Trapezus in tortus; then, advancing to 
the neighbourhood of Byzantium, they croiTed over into 
AGa, and furprifed the cities of Chalcedon, Nicsea, Apa- 
msa, Prufa, and feveral other places, which they plunder¬ 
ed and then returned, loaded with riches, into their own 
country t. Next year, wheft Secularis and BaiTus were con- 
fu|s, Valerian marched from Cappadocia, whither he had 
purfued the Scythians, into Syria, recovered Antioch, and 
advanced into Mesopotamia, where he met Sapor, attacked 
him, but, by the treachery of Maciriaaus, who perfuaded 
him to engage in a difadvantageous poll, loll the flower 
of his troops in the action, and was himfelf taken prifone’r'. 
Thus Zonarus, Aurelius Victor, Eutropius, and Agathias j 
but Zozimus relates, that Valerian having, .after the battle 
in which he was defeated, been prevailed upon to confer in 
perfon with Sapor, was feized by that treacherous prince. 
Be that as it may, all authors agree, that he was taken pri- 
foncr, carried in triumph by Sapor into PerGa, and infulted 
in a (noil difgraceful manner by that haughty conqueror; 
who, after having {hewn him loaded with chains in all the 
thief cities of his empire, treated him with great indigni¬ 
ties, making him his footilool whenever he mounted on 
horfeback". He Vas taken in the year 260, the feventieth 
year of his age, and Garth of his reign,- being alive in the 
yBara (53 ; and the chronicle of Alexandria tells us, that he 
did not die^ill the year 269/ After his death his body was 
%yed by^Sapor’s orders, preferred in fait, and his ikin 


■ Xfigiut. - /■-■■■ t— *.,■ ■ — — ■ , 

nar. Jp. 1)4. Vift. Epit. Eutrop- Fed. Agatb. lib. iv. p. 153, 
• Eufeb. Orat. Conft. cap. 24, Laft, Ftrfecut. cap. j. Orof. lib. vii. 
M- Vit. Yalcr. p. 17$. 

drefled, 


p-Vit.Trlgint. Tyran. p. 185. s Zof. lib. i. p. 648. 


Zo- 
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drefled, dyed red, and expofed in a tempi? ; where, to the 
' eternal ignominy of the Roman n 3 me, it wqf exhibited to 
all foreign princes and ambafladors, as a tailing monument 
of the power of tlie Perfian monarch (M). 

(M) We are told, that no- though moft foreign princes, 
thing grieved the unhappy Va- and even thofe who had aflift- 
lerian, in his deplorable co^fli- ed Sapor m his wars againlt the 
tion, fo much as to fee hiinfelf Rignans, did all that lay in 
entirely neglefled by his fon their power to prevail upon 
Gallienus, who was fo far from, him to grant the Roman em¬ 
erging the Perfian king to fet peror his liberty; but the 
him at liberty, or offering to haughty Perfian was too much, 
ranfum him, that, on the con- ^elated with his fuccefs to be ter¬ 
nary, he expreffed uncom- rifled with the menaces of his 
mon joy when news were * enemies, or to hearken to the 
brought him of his captivity: intreaties of his friends. 


END OF THE THIRTEENTH VOLUME. 







